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BOOK IV.—MALTA.—(coNTINUED.)

CHAPTER 1II.

Now do we enter the memorable 1565, for ever
glorious to the order of Malta. The captain
general of the Spanish navies, the famous
warrior Garcias de Toledo, by Valetta’s advice,
made Viceroy of Sicily‘ as well—first instance of
those two high dignities being united in one person
—it was no small matter for the grand master to
have acquired the gratitude of so potent a person-
age, suiting much of what follows.!

Solyman had many political reasons for his ex-
pedition. It was now ready, after five years of
hard labour, and was about to sail—such the best

1565

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxiv. 489.
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intelligence. Stupendous armament! Was it not
the same Solyman who had taken Rhodes? Such
artillery, heavy, light, of all sorts, so numerous,
such immense stores of every kind, so vast an army,
a cavalry so equipped and mounted, so magnificent
a fleet, such various machines to besiege fortresses,
beyond what the Ottoman house had ever before
brought together! Nor did he neglect any resource,
but to make the sure still surer, had likewise his
spies everywhere. But principally at Malta, two
renegade engineers, one a Sclavonian, the other a
Greek, who had noted every gun, and measured
every battery there; and got back safe to the
Golden Horn, where they assured the sultan
Malta could be taken in a few days, without need
to dig a trench, for that Borgo was without what
merited to be called fortifications, and unable to
resist a brisk coup-de-main. New buildings cannot
possibly be strong, and whatever be pretended in
show, yet in reality would not be tenable for a
week, even less; and as for the fort of St. Elmo,
it was too small to be of much avail, and would be
quickly knocked to pieces by the Turkish heavy can-
non. The rest of the island contained nothing to
withstand the crescent a moment. Yet would
Malta be a most serviceable conquest, and to defray
the expendityre, were there not the bequest of the
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late sultana, the wealth of who would not be back-
ward for so holy a purpose; the large mosques,
and other ecclesiastical endowments; the offerings
of devout and rich Mussulmen; and even all the
universities and pious associations of Islam in the
Levant?

While the Grand Seignior, or his deputies, master
of the whole Mediterranean and a large majority
of Europe, might dictate laws, as universal lord,
from that not unpleasant rock, and look down
upon his shipping at anchor in its excellent
harbour.!

Nor was the grand master idle, but on
Monday, the 9th of April, had a visit from Don
Garcias de Toledo, who had asked his majesty for
twenty-five thousand infantry, between Spaniards,
Germans, and Italians, and now had come to Malta
with twenty-seven galleys, to see it himself; so after
having dined with the grand master, it was in-
teresting to see those two celebrated warriors walk
out together to examine the positions; which being
done, Toledo, before the whole council, gave his
word of honour to the grand master to be back
with succours before the end of June; and smil-
ing added, “I leave you hostage my son, whom I
dearly love, and one thousand Spanish foot, a re-

1 Bosio : par. iii., lib. xxiv. 490.
B2
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markably fine corps.” His son was a promising
youth, and took the habit.

Finally, Valetta, begging of Toledo some profes-
sional counsel for his conduct during the import-
ant siege, the experienced Spaniard, after some
modest reluctance, uttered these three maxims;
first, that the council-of-war be restricted to very
few, and excellent veterans, it appearing to him
best for prompt decisions and secrecy ; second, not
to allow sorties and skirmishing, but husband his
people for resisting assaults ; third, above all, to
take care of his own person, on whom the whole
depends; for that the sovereign’s death has often
caused overthrows, and loss of victories.!

That nevertheless Valetta was not even then
quite certain the Turk could come against Malta,
or not rather against some other spot of Christen-
dom, is proved by his letter to the Pope a moment
after Toledo’s departure, on the 10th of April, and
wonderful it is how he could have written so
quietly and wisely at so ¢ritical a juncture.?

Many of the preparations intended (like sus-
pending the building of the new city months be-
fore, when the rock was only cut down half of
what was prescribed by the model), with regard

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxiv. 500.
2 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., cxevi. 1.—Appendix, ccxix.
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to sending the rest of the invalids out of the island
to be supported elsewhere, at their country’s ex-
pense, and similar, were broken off abruptly, by
pressing and infallible tidings that the Turk was at
hand. So ensued a parade of the different Lan-
guages as of old, drawn up each before its own
inn, to be examined by a knight of another Lan-
guage, with all the ancient details; and of the four-
teen chosen knights-examiners, was Nuzza, Bailiff
of the Eagle. Only what appears to me an ad-
junct is here precisely specified, that each indivi-
dual had to fire three musket shots at a target,
with a premium for the best. A roll showed them
in all (knights and servants-at-arms), a little more
than five hundred. But these were in the most
perfect condition, ready for any grade, whether
the lowest, or to act as superior officers to excellent
troops; valiant and faithful volunteers, of all
ranks and nations, and a not effeminate popu-
lation.

What countries sent forth who participated in
so famous a siege, so glorious a war, it is not just
to deprive them of their due fame. Therefore,
says Bosio, “here they are for an eternal memo-
rial, as far as my brother and I were able to
discover; ” and they lived within some thirty years
of the event.
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Knights. Servants-at-Arms.

Provence 61 15
Auvergne 25 14
France 57 24
Italy 164 5
England 1

Germany 13 1
Castille 68 6
Arragon 85 2

They together make five hundred and forty-one;
besides whom there were several chaplains in the
inns, and other clergy, as their bishop, who though
members of the order, were never permitted to be
fighting men.

Continentalists will find many of their most
illustrious names. If Italians are singularly nume-
rous, Malta was near; and the Bosios, as of Ita-
lian extraction, and writing in Italian, may natu-
rally have taken more pains to have their country-
men’s list complete. As to the hapless English
Language, though mightily fallen, it wasnot utterly
annihilated as yet. And those unwilling to cir-
cumscribe to one solitary one, the Englishman
present at that magnificent danger, may prefer
thinking that they disguised their names by some
foreign termination; valiant hearts, unwilling to
bring down persecution on their families at home.

___ owenGoogle |
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Where emigration is necessary, perhaps masque-
rade may be so too. Their brothers in arms
would have thought it a noble charity to accept
them under translated titles, incorporated them
into their own body, and giving them a new
nationality, keep their secret. Nor is it easy to
blame either such refugees or such donors. If
they concealed their names, it is to be supposed
they had sufficient reason for it; so leave them to
the Lethe they chose. Or if that sound harsh, is
it not remediless? Who is able to deter them,
even were it not over late?

On the 8th of May, two hundred of the Spaniards,
promised by Toledo, appeared, very jewels of prime
soldiery. The Turkish fleet, proceeding towards
Malta, were however traced every step, and the
grand master exactly informed of each of their
movements; how they suffered from storms, and in
a calm were carried by the current on sandbanks,
where, on one occasion, off Cerigo, they had one
thousand men drowned, chiefly Spahis, and on
another lost two of the heaviest cannons, and
above eight thousand barrels of gunpowder, with
one thousand three hundred cannon-balls of cast
iron, which agreed with an ill-omen on their leav-
ing Constantinople; so that the Turks were not the
"least surprised when they heard of these disasters;
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nor even later, when they saw a pitiful remnant of
that splendid expedition return without having
effected any part of the projects for which it
was sent.

At last Pasha Mustapha resolved to investigate
the state of his armament, and it now consisted of
thirty-eight thousand three hundred, all tolerably
good, but not all select troops, without counting
any of the great number of strangers, and hangers
on of every description.

On Friday, 18th of May, their ships were
clearly visible at sunrise, about fifteen miles to the
south-east of Marsa Sirocco, at which St. Elmo and -
St. Archangelo fired each three cannons, precon-
certed signal for the enemy in sight. Then was
there a popular disturbance, which increased at
the terrible advance of the infidels. In the
memory of no living man any such thing had been
seen. How grand, how numerous, how well
ordered were those multitudes of sails! What sub-
lime energy in those armed ships!

The dread signals being returned by other three
cannonades from Cittd Vecchia (Notabile), and
by three from Gozo, roused the inhabitants of
both islands to a loud clamour of drums and
trumpets, sounding and beating to arms every-
where. A violent commotion ensued, some labour-
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ing with utmost diligence in polishing and pre-
paring their arms and horses; others loading their
beasts of burden and themselves with their house-
hold stuff and children, to convey them to a place
of security ; some gathering together and heaping
the corn, already cut in many parts of the country,
to transport it into the fortresses; and no few re-
plete with horror, not knowing what they were
doing, began running to and fro. In such uni-
versal disorder and peril, so ardent and near, the
lower classes, that afterwards became so dauntless,
‘were at that first encounter stricken with the
wildest consternation. Even some who used to be
held valiant and boastful, could not prevent their
cheeks from turning pale, or such like symptoms
of inward terror. But knights and soldiers, and the
most experienced of the Maltese, as accustomed to
arms, and intensely occupied, testified by their
animated gesticulations their great joy at this
splendid opportunity of fighting in defence of their
creed, liberties, and country. :

Bravest of the brave was Valetta himself; not
the smallest sign of hurry or internal conflict was
to be seen in him, but much tranquil intrepidity,
as it were perfect security, breathed from his serene
truly royal aspect, which set every heart at ease,
and made it quietly resume its proper place
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within the breast. And to act with unison and
maturity of purpose and established rule; from
the outset in this confusion, perhaps necessarily
incident on the foe’s sudden approach, and to con-
sult on what would be the wisest on their proxi-
mate landing, he convoked a council of many of
his grandees and chief knights, among whom was
Sir Oliver Starkey, Lieutenant of the Turcopolier,
the only real and avowed Englishman on that awful
and most brilliant spot. There were many famous
captains, generals, aid-de-camps, chamberlains,
statesmen, secretaries, and distinguished men of all
nations formed, as it were, into Valetta’s personal
guard, or military household, who never left him
day or night, but accompanied him everywhere
during the siege. This council advised him to send
instantly to inform Don Garcias Toledo of the
Paynim’s arrival; and that he should despatch
further details to his imperial highness as speedily
and regularly as he could; and the officer was
back from Sicily the third day. As yet on board,
it seemed the intention of the Turks was, by
their continually sailing alongshore, to distract
the Christian, and then land without the
smallest opposition, when and where he least
expected.

Appearances lead us to infer that poisoning the
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wells was one of the ordinary defences of the
times; for Bosio relates quite simply, as nothing
unfrequent or astonishing, or at all criminal, that
the chief physician was ordered over the whole
island on that inhuman service, “attended with
considerable success until the barbarians discovered
the stratagem, and had the waters diligently
purged.”*

The crescent sailing leisurely round its victim,
so close to land that the ships were generally
within a stone’s throw of it; and where the rock
was high, and projected out a little over the sea,
they passed immediately under the feet of the
Maltese explorers; so that these could look down
perpendicularly on the decks, and numbered the
shipping, and their number agreed precisely with
the review off Greece. While that was going on,
the poor from the casali, with their infants in
their arms, and their other little ones on their
shoulders, continued retiring into the forts. The
Marshal Couppier, Knight of Auvergne, with his
horse and foot, according to orders, kept march-
ing along the sea-side, observing the hostile fleet,
which, on arrival off Mugiazzo (Haintofecha), a
few miles south of Citta Vecchia, opposite a large

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxiv. 514.
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fountain head, with abundance of spring water,
dropped anchor at once, but in such a manner as
indicated a design to proceed on, since without a
signal for the landing of any body, nor showed
the smallest movement during the remainder of
the day, but kept quietly reposing; the marshal too
always standing with his troops openly drawn up
until dusk; and at night shutting in, left videttes
and sentinels, and a good guard in observation, to
inform him every now and then of what was occur-
ring, and drew off his little army to refresh at
Citta Vecchia, whose citizens, seeing the Turkish
fleet had anchored there, apprehending the first
attack would be on themselves, sent to the grand
master for either permission to abandon their city,
and with their families and chattels retire into
Borgo; or that he would send to Citta Vecchia a
good guard of knights and hired soldiery, with re-
quisite powder and artillerymen for the cannons
which their walls had already, in which case the
citizens to a man promised to do their duty. At
that very moment the grand master was reading
the rolls, and found his whole force, all comprised,
came to eight thousand five hundred in round
numbers:




CHAP. 1L] ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 13

Crews of the Galleys . . . . 600
Crew of the Galeon . . . . 100

Men of Borgo . 500
Those of Bermola, and tbat part of the

Island . 300
Those of Citta Vecchla, a.nd pnnclpal

part of the Island . . . 4560
Artillerymen . . . 120
Household of the Grand Master . 150

Garrison of St. Elmo and St. Archangelo 150
Hired Spanish Troops, those of Colonel

Mas included . . . . 800
Volunteers of Medici . 200
Volunteers of Sicily, Genoa, Pledmont

and Italian outlaws . . . 675

8,155

Which, with the knights make up the number a
trifie more. The numbers were small, and the
Maltese irregulars, but long marshalled under the
knights, who indeed formed the leading officers of
the whole array. When the grand master had
done with the rolls, it was near midnight, and
then he gave audience to those from Citta
Vecchia, bidding them tell the inhabitants to be of
good courage, and resist, and that he would send
them all they asked. And so he did at daybreak,
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and moreover ordered the good knight and cele-
brated Melchior d’Eguaras to make Citta Vecchia
his head-quarters for all the cavalry, retiring
thither, and harassing the foe’s rear, in case he
should march to besiege Borgo, or St. Elmo.
Therefore those of Citta Vecchia were quite
pleased, and ever performed their devoirs with
fidelity and valour.! That same morning, as soon
as it was broad day, the grand master, accom-
panied by his council and his azonini reali, and
engineers, went reviewing the walls of Borgo, pre-
scribing various urgent repairs, strengthening
everything with great assiduity, and assigning
their posts to the different Languages, in the same
order pretty much as in 1551. Every one might
know “where to go to prevent confusion, and all
might be ready to move at the slightest signal,
with the accuracy of clockwork.

In what was naturally the most perilous place
on the only land-side of the triangle (for such is
Borgo), and comprehends its whole front, were
to stand the three French Languages, Provence,
Auvergne, France. But art had rendered it the
strongest now and most secure. The Italian Lan-
guage, commanded by its head-admiral of the
order, a knight of seventy, yet eminently daring

! Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxiv. 516.
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and courageous to heroism the most romantic, a
splendid and liberal man, a cousin of the late Pope
Julius, and Governor of Castle St. Angclo at
Rome, and one day to be Grand Master, Sir Peter
del Monte, was to defend the whole island of
Senglea and St. Michael's Fort. The entire cur-
tain which forms the triangle’s second side, from
the extreme west of France unto St. Angelo, was
entrusted to Arragon, including Catalogna and
Navarre; and the third, from St. Angelo to Pro-
vence, would formerly have belonged to those of
Castille and Portugal, of England and of Germany;
but the first of these being by far the most
numerous, it was thought best to station them in
the most dangerous part, to wit, from the angle of
Provence to where the riding house once stood,
but was thrown down for that effect; and to Cas-
tille and Portugal succeeded the German Language;
and next what should have been the English; but
as it was reduced to a single individual, Sir Oliver
Starquey, a body of hired soldiers were put under
his command, to defend the rest of the curtain up
to St. Angelo. And since the Auvergnese were
not in sufficient number, the grand master planted
some Genoese between the corner, where Provence
ended and Castille began, whence that spot is
called to this day, Post of Genoa. In the infirmary,
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since it had gates towards the marine, they were
closed, and parapets raised, where some hired
troops were posted, under command of the officers
of that house itself. The same regarding the prison.
And the shipping in that much-frequented port re-
ceived orders to raise their guns, so as in case of
need to aid to defend it, if the enemy should try
to force its entrance. The platform flat with the
sea at the foot of St. Angelo’s, opposite St
Michael's Spur, where is fastened the chain that
shuts the Creek of Senglea, was given in guard to
a Spanish knight, who fortified it with the crew of
his galley so well, and nine pieces of heavy artil-
lery grazing the waves with their fire, and protect-
ing the chain, that to touch it would have been a
labour of vast fatigue and infinite danger. That
chain had been made at Venice, and was three
hundred paces long, and so thick, that nothing like
it had ever before been seen in Christendom, and
was linked to a most enormous anchor, that had
belonged to the great karack, stoutly imbedded
in the living rock, cut on purpose with much
trouble and ingenuity ; chain supported about three
hands above the water, upon beams perforated by
other as wide beams of the most durable oak, like
a huge ladder in one continuous line, reposing on
a quantity of empty casks, well smeared with
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pitch and tar, and at the nearer end connected
with a colossal cable tightened or loosened by
several windlasses on the platform; nor could they
be wrought, or the smallest boat pass without
orders from the said knight.' Several other
curious works, it is too tedious to describe.

Hired soldiers, as far as they went, were divided
out to all the Languages. The Governor of St.
Elmo being too old, he was not insulted by
superseding, but under colour of captain of suc-
cour, a Bailiff, in the prime of manhood, with forty
knights, and a corps of the choicest troops, were
stationed there.

On the grand master’s return to his palace, he
found two men waiting for him, both of them vil-
lains unknown to each other, both of them spies,
both renegades, sent to him by his Constantino-
politan emissaries, to advise him carefully of the
true state of the Turkish fleet, in which they both
had come in different ships, and landing with the
earliest disembarkation, ran away, and bore him
letters and countersigns. One was from Salerno,
the other from Cataro. The former regularly in
pay of the grand master himself; the other he had
never seen. However, he brought proofs not to
be doubted. Both agreed in the most minute parti-

! Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxv. 519.
VOL. IV. ' c
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culars; that most certainly the Turks, before going
to Barbary, would try to take Malta; that though
Mustapha might delay fighting till he had news
from Dragut, in conformity with the sultan’s in-
junctions, yet it would be solely not to lose time
while his galley was going to Tripoli and return-
ing, if he had the appearance of only reconnoitring
the fortresses. And indeed the impatient pasha
had already unveiled his intentions in a great de-
gree; for though the fleet kept at Mugiazzo to
deceive the marshal, thirty-five galleys from off the
rearguard had received a portion of troops at night
in deep silence, and sailing off with them, dis-
embarked them quietly at Marsa Sirocco and the
Cala before daybreak. About three thousand Turks,
who kept continually increasing by other boatfuls
in multitudes, they were intended to prevent the
Maltese from carrying in the harvest, and to cut off
the marshal from re-entering either Borgo or St.
Elmo. Everything prognosticated that the first
attack would be on St. Elmo. Then clearly did
the grand master perceive the marshal’s dan-
gerous position, and instantly sent him orders to
leave the cavalry at Citta Vecchia, and march
with all the foot into Borgo without-a moment’s
delay.

No longer lamentation ; too late for that ; he had
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lamented before. Promises to him had been
broken, and he taken by surprise after all, without
half the hired troops he had bargained for, and
stores he had purchased, but which had failed to
be delivered at the appointed time, by no fault
of his. ' S

He took care that a right-valiant knight marched
a body of troops in a quite different direction; so as
to be visible to the Turks, and divert them from
the marshal, who, however, had left Citta
Vecchia at daybreak, to succour some skirmishers,
who had lost their way in those embarrassing
little enclosures, and then fallen into an ambus-
cade, which deprived the order of two promising
young knights; one (a Portuguese), killed; and
the other’s horse the same, and under it fell its
rider (from the heart of sweet France), and was
carried off prisoner, severely wounded, to Mus-
tapha, who rejoiced at such an opportunity of in-
formation, but could squeeze little out of him,
though put to the torture, except that Malta was
exceedingly strong, with a large army, which the
Turks believed.

Of course, as soon as the marshal received the
orders, he had his squadrons recalled, and making
them follow him to within sight of Borgo, entered

it with the infantry, and sent back the cavalry.
c2
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Indeed cavalry are generally of no use in Malta, but
quite necessary at all times, on the coast of Bar-
bary, where the Turks were to go next; so they
had a considerable proportion of that arm with them,
also because of inveterate custom; for what is a
Turk without his horse?

Grievously did the mis-adventure vex Valetta
particularly to hear of capture, fearing that tor-
ments would force that unfortunate young knight
to a disclosure of their unprovided state. Yet
quite the reverse. He spoke but of the strength
of the fortifications, and that even if there were
not these, still would Toledo hurry from Sicily
on the instant with a great army, which disturbed
the pasha much.

Butin the meantime, the grand master in Borgo,
the admiral in Senglea, the bailiff in St. Elmo,
kept readying everything day and night. Equally
the Commander, Mesquitez, in Citta Vecchia.
And now the whole Turkish fleet, no longer con-
cealing their movements, sailed back to Marsa
Sirocco, and disembarked most of the soldiery;
who fortified their camp, from dread of the
Christians, lest they might attack them of a
sudden.

On this Valetta, who was very religious, sum-
moned the bishop, and ordered him, with two other
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priests, to exhort the people by sermons and pro-
cessions, and to implore the divine succour; for it
was the Lord’s day, 20th May. And immediately
on return from prayers, he bade the marshal to
be drawn up at daybreak at the Casal of Alterscen
(half way to Marsa Sirocco), with one thousandtwo
hundred men of foot, and the whole of the cavalry,
which he must immediately order from Citts
Vecchia. So done; the horse under Sir Melchior
d’Eguaras, and the infantry re-inforced with many
knights volunteering—who to avoid observation,
left their steeds behind in Borgo; but the marshal,
perceiving the enemy were at Casal St. Catherine,
a little further on, ordered Sir Melchior to ad-
vance. The Turks, as soon as they saw the
cavalry, quitted their entrenchments instantly, and
skirmishing, got nearer by little and little, with a
great number of banderoles of different colours,
and firing from wall to wall, killed several of ours,
having a great superiority from the length of
their guns, and wounding more and forcing them
to recede—the rather, that our horses, impeded
by the walls, could not effect much. At which
moment, a renegade Frenchman, who had been
taken in Barbary, fled to Sir Melchior; who sent
him to Borgo to the grand master, with four of
his dragoons, but previously questioned him a
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little, and learned that the squadron before him
consisted of ten thousand Turks, which made him
bid his Ensign, Sir Stephen Clairmont, retire
slowly with the standard; so very slowly, as to be
unperceived, ever skirmishing ardently, until he
decoyed the enemy into St. Leonard’s plain, where
the marshal had prepared with harquebussiers
(sharp-shooters) all those enclosures called chiuse
in Maltese; but which are simply diminutive fields,
with dry stone walls, instead of hedges, and which
cavalry, to get out or into them, must know the
passes. Our horse and foot, thus aiding each
other, fought to advantage. o

- The plan acted excellently well, to the enemy’s
great detriment ; but at length the marshal, fearing
to get surrounded by the Infidel myriads, and
calling to mind his instructions, began retreating
till under the walls of Borgo, whose artillery
drove the enemy back; and from the counterscarp
issued several bodies of foot and horse, the grand
master having been unable to restrain the rush, and
eight hundred fresh harquebusses hurried to succour
the marshal.. And his soldiers, encouraged by this
reinforcement, flung themselves all together on the
foe with such daring animation and order, kept up by
the marshal and his intrepid and experienced
officers, who added to their repute this day, that
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at length the Turks commenced by turning in
confusion, and ended by fairly running away.
Conquered and broken, many of them were slain,
and a few given quarter; but much greater would
have been the result had the cavalry been sooner
on the spot. But conformably to the grand
master’s first instructions, the marshal had sent
them back towards Citta Vecchia, when from a
rise seeing what was going on, they wheeled about,
and came to jouin us at full gallop; and indeed
lanced thirty or forty of the Paynims, but not in
time to catch them on the open space, where they
could have acted freely. Not that the victory
cost us nothing, for besides a few slain, badly
wounded was Sir Melchior himself, who had to
pass the command to Sir Peter Couppier, of the
magisterial household, who led back the cavalry
to Citta Vecchia; while Sir Melchior had to enter
Borgo to be healed, not only from his wound but
also because of the dreadful bodily weakness
consequent on remaining three days w1thout food
or repose.! '

- In this action a Navarrese kmght Sir -John
de Morgut, killed a sumptuously-dressed Turk,
who wore on his right arm an armlet: of gold, on
which were engraved some words in Arabic, to be

¥ Bosio : par. iii., lib. xxv. 522.
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translated thus: “I do not come to Malta for
wealth or honour, but to save my soul.” Curious
and later proof than is easily imaginable, how the
religious enthusiasm, or fanaticism as some please
to call it, which produced the holy war, was not
limited to the Christians; who were not in truth
even the inventors of the name, but the Maho-
metans themselves.

Slowly did the Turks begin and proceed, while
day and night, not only men, but women, with
their animals of burden, laboured at bearing
in earth from the country, and making mounds of
it in Borgo, wherever was judged best. The
Salerno renegade, having gone twice or thrice
backwards and forwards from our army to the
Moslem, by the grand master’s orders, came to
him early on the morning of the 21st of May, to
inform him that the two pashas had determined

on making an armed recognisance up to the
~ very ditches of Borgo, not only to display the
bravery of their soldiers, but also to strike terror
into the Christians, at that most potent Turkish
array. That they would not disembark their
military stores, till they had examined the har-
bour better; and also it would not be until after
dinner, when men are usually more daring. So
all the artillery were loaded, and the Languages
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ordered by the grand master to their posts; and
he exhorted their leaders to be extremely atten-
tive that day, for that much depended on repress-
ing the first impetus of the Turks; and to be very
careful as to the gunpowder, so that no disorderly
explosion should take place on that day. And re-
collecting Don Garcias de Toledo’s maxim, he at
first resolved to admit of no sortie or skirmishing;
but on further thought, deemed it expedient to
except the enemy’s first approach to the ditches,
lest it might be taken for timidity, whereas it was
necessary to show him a bold face. Nevertheless,
to avoid any of the disorderly enthusiasm of the
preceding day, which had not pleased him, he de-
termined on sending out only six hundred of the
very choicest of their musketry, under the Marshal
and Colonel Mas, and the renowned standard-
bearer, Medrano, to entrench themselves in St.
Margaret’s, within a musket-shot, in a straight line
in front, from between the bastions of Auvergne and
Provence. The cannon of those posts, without any
injury to our own, could do great harm to the
enemy, if he ever approached that small country
church. He likewise sent two other expert knights,
with four hundred foot, armed with pikes and
corslets, and some musketry, to descend into the
covered way of the . counterscarp; and other com-
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panies of soldiers, and as many of the people as
chose, with ensigns, banners, and a loud noise of
drums, should show themselves on the top of the
posts to be assailed. And because of his desire to
keep his knights for cases of need, he forbade any
of them to go out; which more inflamed their
ardour to get face to face with the Turks, whence
he was so tormented, that he yiclded permission
to some of them, which caused a violent disorder,
that there was danger of his being left alone in
Borgo ; for the other knights, thinking it a mark
of shame to remain shut up there, while those of
St. Margaret’s had leave to begin with the enemy,
who was now appearing in sight, all ran from
their posts to the gates, to go out. It was neces-
sary for the grand master in person to present
himself to shut them. Scarcely was he able to
curb his own knights ; it required all his authority
to prevent them from forcing them open; and
before he had been able to have their shutting
compassed, a great crowd of knights had got out.
Yet after remedying that nuisance, he was him-
gelf to blame for exposing his person to a great
danger, contrary to the advice of his assistants,
by ascending into the bastion of Provence ; where
he remained almost the whole day with extreme
peril, taking high delight in observing the fine
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shots of the artillery breaking, injuring, sweeping
away whole ranks of the infidels, whose army,
covering the whole country, and estimated at forty
thousand, or little less, drawn up closely in form
of a crescent, marched direct on St. Margaret’s;
extraordinary and superb view! For not only
all were in rich, gaudy, resplendent dresses, but
carried a quantity of triangular banderoles, of
different lively colours; and the magnificent
armour and arms, and standards and flags, made
the whole, at a distance, seem infinite multitudes
of flowers in a meadow or luxuriant pasture; nor
delightful only to the eyes, but also to the ears,
from the various instruments, melted down by the
air into exquisite harmony. But to this harmo-
nious sweetness soon succeeded a rude and horrible
dissonance from our cannonades and theirs, and
the harquebusses of both. The marshal had
commenced properly what lasted several hours,
during which myriads of turbans went flying—
little pebbles thrown among them with remarkable
generosity — play which the artillery joined in
finely. Those long-robed gentlemen were observed
torun about, far more nimbly than could have
been imagined. Our musketeer, too, managed his
weapon much better, as the Moslems learned to their
cost, for their muskets, seven or nine palms long,
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could not be charged as rapidly as ours, or dis-
charged, which gave us a great advantage; only
resting on a wall, they had a rather longer
range.

Bravely skirmishing for a considerable length
of time wearied our troops, while the enemy, from
their numbers, were always renewing theirs with
fresh ones; neither bridled by the slaughter from
the Giaours in the church, nor from the Borgo
artillery. Each new corps of infidels kept driving
forward what survived of their force; which the
marshal perceiving, not to lose any more good
soldiers, and valiant knights in vain, some of his
being already killed, was obliged by his instruc-
tions to abandon what had been only meant for a
temporary obstacle.

The Paynim, with their accustomed shouts of
triumph, erected on its gable the standard of a
sanjac-bey (major-general), and round it various
other banners. At that same moment a monstrous
mischief had threatened the grand master while
- urging the artillery to augment their efforts; for
besides the Turkish fusillades that poured down on
all sides, so that a soldier next him was shot dead,
and one of his pages wounded in the neck, one of
our own cannon being discharged, the wind carried
a spark to another cannon, and fired it off unex-
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pectedly, killing four of our people in that same bas-
tion, and more or less maltreating & multitude of
others of them; among whom Don Frederick de
Toledo, son of the viceroy, in his cheeks and
hands—and much worse another knight of a re-
nowned family in Syracuse, who died of his wounds
a few days afterwards.

Yet that gun regained our esteem by its next
shot, which most opportunely cleared the marshal
from his greatest difficulty, carrying away many
a turban into the air, and extending their wearers’
corpses, who an instant before had been so full of
pride and temerity in pressing on our outpost;
which so completely humbled the misbelievers,
that their vanguard refused to advance a step, and
on sight of a small corps emerging from the
counterscarp to aid the marshal, they turned and
fled; and being followed by a cannon-ball that
killed a few, it struck the rest with such a panic of
terror, that the whole Turkish army halted, and
could not be induced to come mnearer. Only
half-a-dozen straggled from the wings, to plant and
lose a few banners near the ditches, while ours
were employed in retaking St. Margaret’s. And
retake it they did; not but that some of our
knights were slain, and one severely wounded in
an eye, which had just dropped from its socket; he
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was not hindered by that from killing the sanjac-
bey with whom he was engaged; nor desisted from
the tremendous duel, until he wrenched from his
dying grasp one of the principal standards of the
Grand Seignior's armies, which was hung np sub-
sequently in St. Leonard’s Cathedral. :

It is not astonishing that in an action of six
hours in an open country, against such odds, where
the Turks lost from nine hundred to a thousand of
their best troops, we should have had a loss of
twenty-one, comprehending those in the Provence
bastion,and those blown up in ahouse near Bormola.
During the skirmish at St. Margaret’s, Mustapha,
mounting and accompanied by his advisers, favour-
ites, engineers, and that French knight taken near
Citta Vecchia, rode to the top of a hillock c¢alled
Asieli by the Maltese, whence could be seen the
post of Castille, and ditch, and flank and casemate
of Auvergne ; and after gazing intently for some
time, called Sir Hadrian dela Riviere, and promised
him liberty if he indicated Borgo’s’ weakest point,
to which his reply was, “ Highness, the weakest
point is that fronting you.” Scarcely had ours dis-
covered Mustapha, from his beautiful Arabian horse
(and in truth the Turks had brought several beau-
tiful ones) than they directed a piece at him with
such accuracy, that not to be hit, he was forced to
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descend; and then, in striking contrast with his
habitual clemency, was the arrant cruelty with
which he had the gallant and high-minded Hadrian
putin irons, and driven aboard to be bastinadoed to
death, and bid farewell to sweet France.

Then the Turkish army divided into three, and
set about robbing and devastating the island; but
one of their divisions approaching St. Michael’s and
Senglea to reconnoitre, out sprang the old admiral,
and gave them too severe a lesson for them ever to
return.

On Tuesday, May 22nd, before daybreak, two
other renegades came into Borgo, having been won
over by the Salernitan, who was afraid of returning
any more to the Moslem camp; so on his last visit
corrupted two of those about the person of Mus-
tapha—the one spy having promised a generous
recompence to the other—which they now came to
merit, by recounting that both the pashas, Mus-
_ tapha for the land service, and Piali for the sea,
had had a long conference in a garden; the nautical
showing the risk they were running by keeping
asunder, for that in certain weather it would be
very hard to re-embark at Marsa Sirocco. So they
determined to reconnoitre St. Elmo that very day;
and if it was so easy as the engineers told Solyman,
it could not resist above four or five days; and
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their fleet might be in perfect security at Marsa

Muscietto—and it would be a kind of conquest of
the whole island—and they might come and go as

they liked; that the principal Turks were glad, for

they had begun to fear it was destined they should

never embark again, but all die at Malta; that on

the fleet everything depended, not for them only,

but for all Islamites; and that the fleet’s destruc-
tion would be destruction to the entire Ottoman

Empire.

Much did these tidings please the grand master
too, and he showed it; for thus he would be left
time to finish the ramparts of St. Michael’s, and
what remained to be done at Borgo. He informed
the bailiff, and sent him succours of a hundred
knights, and a body of hired soldiers under the re-
nowned Colonel Mas and the knight, his brother
and lieutenant, in hopes the bailiff would hold out
until the arrival of those from Spain, bidding him be
exceedingly careful not to allow of skirmishing and
sorties; that he considered St. Elmo the key of
Malta; thatin defending it, he would insure his own
merit, for to him precisely, and to him alone, the
whole intelligent world would attribute the final
victory. “Yes! Bailiff d'Eguaras might rest as-
sured that he individually would be considered the
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real protector of Malta, and that the grand master
would be only second in universal fame.”

But the recognisance of St. Elmo could not but
cause a fierce contest, in which some were slain on
each side, but incomparably more on the Moslem’s.
By land, the whole way from Marsa Sirocco, did the
Turks draw their heavy artillery up Scheb-Erras
(Maltese for the mountain on whose top St. Elmo
stands), each enormous cannon (as could be dis-
tinguished clearly from St. Angelo’s fort) besides
a multitude of men, had twelve pair of oxen. At
such ardour in the infidels, the grand master began
to be afraid St. Elmo would be irrevocably reduced
previous to Toledo’srescue. Was he unfortunately
to be too true an augur?

The council advised him to despatch his own
nephew, a most trusty knight, and the spies them-
selves to Toledo instantly, with the whole recital of
all events at Malta hitherto; and entreat his vice-
regal goodness to transmit the succour without
further delay, and the same as to whatever hired
troops the order’s own authorities had succeeded in
levying. If possible, that they should all come with
the galley’s return. An ambassador extraordinary,
Sir Camillo de Medici, was by the same ship sent to
the Pope, imploring him to urge all the Christian

potentates to prevent Malta being lost, their own
VoL. Iv. D
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irreparable loss. And by the same opportunity the
grand master wrote a circular to all his priors, that
not only they should instigate the several sovereigns,
but likewise appeal to all the Christian people in
- Europe; and in reply, many gentlemen adventurers
of every nation marched. His Catholic Majesty
issued orders to his whole army to assist Malta.
But to give and to effectuate are very different
things. Yet would Malta have been a dangerous
place to let fall into bad hands. Its ports are too
secure a refuge to belong to any not trustworthy.
But Don Garcias de Toledo had also sent to Malta.
The ships crossed each other without knowing it.
Laudatory or not, the viceroy’s letter, whatever
opinions it exhales, shows a firm and fervent pre-
dilection for the order in general, and the grand
master in particular. Not a doubt of it. Such the
first impression; though in several of his suppo-
sitions he be headstrong, or quite wrong, his last
words evidently came from the bottom of his soul:
¢ Believe me, not one of its own members bears a
sincerer affection for the order than myself, nor for
your individual happiness. Well, by the account
I have to render to the Almighty I swear, that
what I told you is what most becomes you and your
illustrious brotherhood. I conjure you to have great
care where you trust your person, in respect of
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fusillades and everything of the kind; for on the
day (which God forbid!) of such a calamity, Malta
and all belonging to it, may consider themselves
completely ruined.”

The whole of that night, and the next day, the
Moslem artillery were being dragged up Scheb-Erras,
while ours had some houses thrown down for the
aim; and high over the old platform, containing the
guns, on a level with the water, to defend the chain,
was erected a new one, nearly as lofty as Scheb-
Erras itself; and on that novel eminence were
placed the weightiest of our cannon, and the
stoutest, and were pointed against the spot made
ready by the Turks for their batteries; only we were
forced to economise our powder a little, and keep
it for the assaults, for, although a good provision
of it had been laid in, yet it was not sufficient, as
was visible towards the end of the siege; so vast the
consummation necessary for muskets, cannonades,
mines, and all sorts of military fireworks, rockets,
and mortars, the endless items of a protracted
leaguer.

With wondrous rapidity and ingenuity, the mis-
believers continued, and deserved encomium of
indefatigable and transcendant ability in trenches,
and underground works, of what denomination

soever. Although nearly the whole island of Malta
D 2
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is rock, the ditches round its fortresses are exceed-
ingly deep, but chiefly those of St. Elmo, extending
for little less than a mile; nevertheless, the Turks
overcame each difficulty, and impeded as they were
in every way, contrived to use pickaxes, spades,
and shovels, with cleverness and daring, equal to
their amazing toil, transporting to such a height
fascines and timber, from shrubs and trees cut down
throughout the island, except, alone, the Boschetto,
kept in reserve until towards close of the war; so
that already had they burrowed and formed subter-
ranean passages to within a firelock’s reach of St.
Elmo, not a Moslem being disheartened by its never-
ceasing cannonades. The batteries of the Turks
were ornamented with a quantity of banners, and
when they got closer we learned, to our own cost,
what capital musketeers they were. Often were
they seen to hit what foreheads soever peeped for
an instant above the Christian parapets.

At length Bailiff Eguaras sent one of his bravest
officers, a Spanish nobleman, captain in the service
of the King of Spain, to ask the grand master for
succours and stores, his little citadel being closely
pressed. And on the chief of chiefs asking him in
public, for on the square of Borgo their meeting
chanced,—*How is St. Elmo?” replied what he
ought only to have hazarded in secret, in the ma-
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gisterial palace, and private closet, not to frighten
the people: “Sire, St. Elmo is too small to be
ever able to resist such considerable forces!” At
which Valetta, highly displeased, directed to him a
disdainful look, and conceiving an unfavourable
opinion of him at once, thanked him ironically for
the information, exhorting him to do his duty, in a
very high tone of voice; otherwise that “he would
go himself with the other troops, and protect the
fort from every harm.” Not but he that same
moment sent a corps of two hundred chosen
Spaniards, led by Gonzalez de Medrano, famed for
his intrepidity, and delighted at being named to
that service.

Then came a Spanish renegade fromn the Moslems
telling they had planted fifteen of their heavy guns,
and would infallibly begin firing them within three
or four days; and never, from that hour, was the
firing to stop, or be suspended a single minute, day
or night, until St.Elmo was taken, and the crescent
in full possession of Marsa Muscietto; and that the
Turks spoke no more of going to Goletta, or any
part of Barbary, but only not to quit Malta till
they had entirely reduced it. '

Fortunately no great effect is produced by firing
cannon, however weighty, from above to beneath,
otherwise those from the summit of Scheb-Erras
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could have destroyed all the shipping in the harbour
at Malta, and all the works of Borgo.

Sir Melchior, being now better of his wounds,
contrived to return to the cavalry at Citta
Vecchia, and on the very same day, Pasha Piali
approaching to see the wondrous mounds of earth
that in a stony island like Malta, the Turks were
able, in so short a time, to gather and erect about
St. Elmo, one of its cannon sent a ball against a
rock, some of whose splinters wounded him in the
face.

But, on Tuesday, the 29th of May, when ours
losing patience at the near blockade, attempted a
sortie, under Mas and Medrano, what was our
surprise, when the smoke of the artillery blew off,
at beholding the counterscarp occupied by the
Turks, and ornamented with their banners, all
along its edge! Certainly it was a grievous though
beautiful sight! And little by little they built up
a wall, at first obstructing the view, and eventually
enclosing the fortress.

At length arrived Dragut, and the sultan’s firman
was read out, that, considering the King of Tripoli’s
great military experience, neither of the pashas
should undertake anything of importance without
his consent, which naturally tickled the corsair's
vanity; and a council of war was held, in which he
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proposed attacking ¢ Gozo first, and Citta Vecchia,
which should not be left in the enemy’s hands, to
disturb our rear, but either quite our own or utterly
destroyed.” Yet he finally assented to what the
Aga of the Janissaries argued for, and nearly all
the other officers. “ St. Elmo, not for any other
reason,” exclaimed Dragut, “than that it becomes
the reputation of the Turkish army not to retire
ever from what it has once begun!” And recon-
noitring St Elmo, he assured Mustapha that, to
save time, he ought to take the ravelin, at what
cost soever of his bravest troops.

Various gallant actions daily fought by our ca-
valry proved the wicked policy of the corsair’s pro-
posal. Notan hour of idleness did those who held
the country about Citta Vecchia indulge in cer-
tainty; and among them some Maltese of conspi-
cuous valour.

Nor did the Turks not exert themselves to finish
their general battery, and proceed to assail St.
Elmo. Thus (as they had brought from Constanti-
nople the pieces of timber all prepared to be joined
together and formed on the spot) that immense
machinery was erected early before sunrise on the
last of May ; after labouring on it for fourteen days,
from their landing at Marsa Sirocco. Placid was
the weather and quiet the waves that morning,
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when forth burst from that awful battery an echo
that reverberated everywhere; and those infernal
engines,with too fair order, began opening furiously
against the doomed fortress. In one straight line
from northeast those dreadful batteries extended on
the pinnacle of Scheb-Erras, so as to be on a level
with the great cavalier of St. Elmo, at one hun-
dred and eighty yards’ distance, as noted in the
journal of the order’s engineer at that time.
Fourteen standards of different colours were planted
thereon; with as many cannon, ten sending iron
balls of eighty pounds each, three colubrines of
sixty each; and a basilisk of one hundred and
sixty. Thirteen had wheels; but the basilisk,
another sort of machinery moving with more ease
to aim better and recoil less; as those most excel-
lent of artillerymen showed to perfection. Won-
derful! Those monstrous guns struck point blank
what smallest mark soever; and continually passed
through our port holes and overturned our cannon.
The grand master that morning stood a good hour
without once moving, admiring the various effects
of the Turkish battery; some of whose balls after
hitting their first mark, rose and went hissing in a
direct course up towards heaven, crowned as they
flew with a fiery circle; and then descending gave
a second blow, and often several blows—killing
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many of our people at each. Nor did those blaz-
ing orbs not drop by times upon the sea, and re-
bounding seek the distant sky—charming, but for
us terrible to witness.

Yet less with what happened before his corpo-
real eye was the grand master then occupied, than -
with revolving deeply vexatious tidings received
that very night. And when asked what, he called
a council to hear a letter from Toledo, who had
detained his nephew’s galley at Messina, and now
wrote by this Maltese felucca that his promise had
been on the clear understanding he should be lent
the order’s galleys, and galley slaves during the
siege; when they could be of no use at Malta, or
worse, for the former might fall into the enemy’s
clutches, and the latter were useless mouths at
least, and required being looked after; that the
Hospitallers could not expect him to keep his pro-
mises, if they broke their own; that the proper
way was for each party to perform what they had
promised, and then he would punctually execute
his. The grand master’s reply (and his council
applauded it) was that it was no fault of his, but
the Turks had taken him by surprise and made it
- quite impossible for him to send slaves and galleys,
as the viceroy would know himself if he were
here; so that it required at least fifty knights and
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troops of confidence to keep the galley slaves down,
and he had not the force; that he was now in Bor-
go without more than two hundred soldiers; all
the rest being in Citta Vecchia, St. Elmo and the
other forts; that if he sent away the two hundred
. from Borgo, its citizens would undoubtedly leave
the town, with infinite disorder for consequence;
that therefore, to receive the galleys and galley
slaves, Toledo must send another corps without
losing a moment, besides the one thousand men,
with whose aid even it would be very hard for him
to hold out until he came with the army to liberate
him entirely; that already the Turkish guns had
destroyed the cavalier of St. Elmo and taken its
counterscarp; that he entreated him to be quick and
come himself soon, and not to fail sending the one
thousand men instantly.

On the 1st of June, a cannon ball having cut the
staff of the standard of the cross and it falling
down, there rose a loud shout from the Moslems; for
it being Friday, they reputed it an omen of
victory.
~ The fierce contests are beyond recounting. Dra-
gut objected to the fewness of the pieces, and that
not fourteen but one hundred he would have had;
and fifty at a time playing, while the other fifty re-
posed, thus kceping up a continuous discharge
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night and day without even for an instant ceasing;
and to follow his advice at least in part, another
battery was added by these Turks (who have no
- equals for moving earth expeditiously) and another
basilisk and fifteen as heavy guns as the others: so
that poor St. Elino was now thundered at by thirty
of the hugest of artillery, brought nearer to thirty-
five short yards.! Nor can we assuredly be un-
amazed at so small and defective a place resisting
such a tremendous fire, and not at once in cinders.
Yet despite all, it continued—that superhuman
resistance.

- On the 3rd of June, when by a singular conci-
dence falls St. Elmo’s day, the Turkish engineers,
from the counterscarp which they had taken, per-
ceived (by striking with their harquebusses) that
the ravelin had no flanks—discovery they could
not have made but for want of care, which ours
were almost obliged to have, from the vigilance of
those most excellent harquebussiers and surest
aimers in the whole wide world, the Janissaries; so
as to render it utterly impossible for a man to let
himself be seen an instant over the parapet without
being infallibly shot dead, which constrained the
guard to lie down, and it fell asleep; including the
sentinel, who ought to have occupied the angle. It

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxv. 539.
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might not have been wholly without excuse that
the sentinel (if there were one) without sleep for so
long a time should have been thrown by nature
into a slumber, contrary to his best efforts; particu-
larly in such a posture. Others report he received
a bullet through his skull,which slew him too instan-
taneously to be able to cry out. This would be a
more serious affair and argue some inexactitude in
making the rounds, for why not have replaced the
dead sentinel with a living one without a moment’s .
delay? Blame was given to the chiefs. Yet was it
not to be over severe? Did they not act in the main,
regarding so many other things, incomparably well?
There are narrow bounds to man’s noblest energies.
Still must we own, it was not exactly proper, to have
left none of the knights to oversee so important a
post, but entrust it entirely to forty soldiers how-
ever choice, partly Spanish and partly Italians, un-
der a corporal—though even of De la Cerda’s.

The Moslem engineers, entering by an embra-
sure not much higher than a tall grenadier,
astonished to observe no one, and wunobserved
themselves, since the angle was a dead wall, ran
instantly and told Pasha Mustapha, who hap-
pened to be near, and without a moment’s loss
called some of his fiercest and most ferocious
Janissaries, who at once leaped into the ravelin
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with such sudden swiftness, that the guard had not
time to form, and the corporal being killed imme-
diately, his soldiers shamefully fled in a panic out
of the work. Then but for the valiant sergeant-
major stationed in the covered way, who, with a
tremendous shout rushed forward, followed by his
superb corps, and shut up the passage with their
wedged bodies, and defended it with such rare
heroism with pikes and muskets, that they
stopped the invaders, who were making for the
inner drawbridge —but for him and his, St. Elmo’s
loss had dated from that day.

Attempts the most desperate to retake the rave-
lin were all fruitless. A Pisun knight, Sir Francis
Lanfreducci, did wonders; but nothing could
retrieve the lost.

How dreadful to us from Borgo to see that
famous ravelin crowded with turbans and their ban-
ners stuck all along its line of parapets! What
use our efforts? In less than an hour the ravelin
was levelled so open, that the Turks could walk into
it carrying logs of wood and fascines to cover
themselves from our musketeers above. The bul-
wark of defence has ceased to exist. But can still
be of offence! And take what it failed to protect!
“Lions of Islam” (roared a dervish, just as they

1 Bosio : par. iii., lib. xv. 541.
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were about rushing again to the assault), *Let
the sword of the Lord separate their souls from
their bodies, their trunks from their heads, liberate
spirit from matter. Oh ye who believe in one sole
God, now is your time! Your perspiring enemies
are delivered into your hands. Bind them not!
Soil not your hands with touching them, but cleave
them to the earth! Too nauseous to touch! Their
very touch would blister you. The canine idola-
tors must be thrust down into Gehenna! Soldiers
of Paradise, penetrate into their accursed den and
spare nothing; not yourselves, much less the
Giaours! Hesitate, and they require more venom !
This is your day of judgment, O infidels! Allah
Keram!”

Which truly caused a momentary verbal alter-
cation soon to be followed by deeds too horrible
for words, and on the Christians raising a shout,
thus the Moslem: ¢ No shouting, Giaours, till out
of the wood!”"—* But you heartless Paynim, you
mangy dogs, there are no woods here; but as much
of arid rock as you like! On which, by the blessing
of God, your bones shall bleach and your flat skulls
be found by future generations and exhibited by
chirurgeons as a curiosity.” !

The Spanish knight who had the dispensing of

1 Seb. Paoli : Serie ii.
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gunpowder, and the care of bathing the cannons
with vinegar when they were too heated, was slain,
which caused no little delay and confusion. The
bailiff, severely wounded in a leg, seeing the brave
serjeant-major had lost an arm, so many knights
killed, and soldiers; while the enemy was augment-
ing with fresh numbers, and that it would be nuga-
tory tolose more of his men, resolved on an orderly
retreat to within the main body of the fortress
itself. At which sight the enemy chased us with
violent fury ; but when they presumed penetrating
into that sacred square between the cavalier and
body of the hold, were met with such a storm of
fire, and wildfire of every description, the hideous
rush down of weighty stones, torrents of boiling
vil, volleys of musketry, and several cannons
vomiting destruction, that multitudes were reduced
to atoms—not a man of the survivors but was glad
to draw back. Yet had they reason to exult that
they had taken the ravelin; so hoped to be master
of St. Elmo as well this same day. Transported
with thie joy of victory, and a most rash and un-
civilised daring, against the merest rudiments of
the art of war, they determined on the assault, and
like brute beasts, void of the least glimmer of reason,
in disdain of evident and most manifest death
yawning and staring them in the face, they ran
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open-mouthed to set their persons as a mark for
our musketeers, and close to the jaws of our
cannon, which enfiladed them on both flanks, and
were intended to defend the approaches of the
ravelin—by that very lane they rushed into the
ditches, holding a multitude of scaling-ladders, and
placed them against the rock and the walls of the
. castle. Though the ladders were almost all too
short, yet a few of those infuriated savages con-
trived to get as high as the parapets, so as to display
their banners to our defenders, who easily threw
them down backward; and since muskets are of
little use in such a situation, and that heavy stones
are far more efficient, and artificial wildfire, and
above all liquid pitch at a boil—for this sticks as
well as scalds, and inflicts a certain death of torture -
—these, and similar, were poured most profusely
on their naked heads, and obliged them to desist,
in a rage not to be able to take St. Elmo yet awhile,
but retire in shame. _

The action had lasted from sunrise to an hour
after noon, during which whole period, the roaring
of artillery, volleys of harquebusses, and horrid
screams and shouts, in every language, smoke,
and flames appeared, as if the globe was splitting
asunder. Throughout this conflict not one instant
of intermittance in the brazen bellowing, where
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effects could be produced, of theirs, or ours. Of
the flower of the Turkish troops, fell two thousand;
of ours, of course much less in number, but far
more significant in reality. The knights alone were
twenty, among whom was the brother of Colonel
Mas, and a Portuguese knight of the celebrated
family of De Britto, and a Frenchman of Choiseul.!
None of the whole score of deaths but showed
something of striking heroism, or a placid devotion,
or both. One, a French knight, having received
a bullet that lodged in his chest, was assisted off by
another knight, for a little while, until the mortally
wounded said, “ Now, my sweet Achilles, return
and combat valiantly for our faith.” And then
scrambling alone to the chapel of St. Elmo, reached
the steps of the altar, and after recollecting himself
for some moments there, dropped dead. Of their
hired soldiery, about sixty privates were killed; for,
of the wounded, no account was kept by any party,
on either side. Only Bailiff Eguaras’ lieutenant,
Don Juan de la Roche Pereira, a Castilian knight,
was most dangerously wounded; to whom, though
young, this high place had been given as a recom-
pense for his practical valour; and, during that
murderous contest, when the bailiff went out to try
to win back the ravelin, the entire command of

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxv. 542.
VOL. IV, E
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the interior was left to De la Roche; so he and the
sergeant major had both now to be sent to the in-
firmary at Borgo. Couppier, for some time captain-
general of the cavalry, and another knight, sent by
the grand master to inspect St. Elmo, declared that
to take back the ravelin was quite impossible, and
all that could be done was to keep St. Elmo itself
to the last extremity; but that, in its present state,
it was indeed a most dangerous post, and barely
tenable by the bravest for a very short while. All
which the grand master wrote to Toledo; and that,
in spite of the most heroic efforts, it could hold out
but a very few days, or less.

“ However, had I the one thousand soldiers your
excellency promised, I think I could defend Borgo
still.  As for St. Elmo, you who have inspected it,
will repute it lost, as well as I.” Yet so great was
Toledo’s desire to increase his Catholic Majesty’s
fleet with the Maltese galleys, that he sent for them,
affirning that it was the only means to enable him
to vanquish the Turks, and save Malta. And at
the same time he forwarded Captain Miranda, real
leader of those troops, at St. Elmo—Medrano being
only his standard bearer—under hope of that
chieftain’s great experience, ability and valour
finding a way to set things to rights.

It afflicted the grand master sadly that Toledo
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fixed the 20th of July for the date he could come
with the succours; but he counterfeited other
feelings, and only opened his mind to his nephew
in a retired chamber. For, alas! his doubt was—
could he hold out so long? So he despatched
express orders to his two galleys in Sicily, to receive
on board whatever succours his own prior had
ready, and to return with them at every risk—
even that of going down.' In a letter to Toledo
he supplicates for even five hundred men, within
an hour, and that he is delighted with Captain
Miranda, whose valour and military talents will
certainly delay St. Elmo’s surrender a little.
Miranda after reviewing it, assured its assembled
garrison that far from wishing to display any
authority given him, he came very willing to die
in- such honourable company; determined to be
their servant to the knights; and to the soldiers a
companion and loving brother; not to exhort them
to conduct themselves valiantly, for he knew it un-
necessary; but to serve and aid them and run the
same fortune with them. And “though the place
was small and weak, yet so much the more honour.”
And to acquire popularity he hurried off a message
to the grand master that nothing in war was better
than to try to keep the soldier pleased and content;

1 Bosio: par. iii.,, lib. xxv. 543.
E2
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and that nothing conduced more to this than allow-
ing of his handling money, to pass the noisome
hours at gambling, and buy wine and some addi-
tional dishes to please the palate and restore
bodily strength; for which he begged his highness
to make them have good living and good cash.
And the grand master at once complying, the sol-
diers got back into the best possible good humour
and forgot their disasters.

As long as that furious cannonading of the
Turks continued, he had the soldiers kept out of
all danger—only a rigid look out on the sentries.
And thither were sent up the one hundred harque-
bussiers of various nations from Citta Vecchia
making it be their own request; and also some
knights volunteers, who desired to follow Miranda’s
fine example. And the grand master and council
hearing the wound of Bailiff Eguaras in the leg
was getting worse, sent him word to come be healed
at Borgo; for that it was not at all well the
supreme head of a fortress in such straits should
lie under any impediment. To which he replied
that, though he certainly felt alittle uncomfortable,
he nevertheless was resolved not to quit the fort-
ress! ¢ But,” added the noble veteran, if the
grand master have in his eye any one of greater
experience and ability than mine for this weighty
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charge, let him be sent freely by all means; for it
will give me great satisfaction to resign, in respect
of the order’s service; only allow me to remain here
likewise ; for my desire is to sacrifice my person
for Christendom. Feeling myself aged, I do not
think I could spend my few remaining days of life
anywhere so well as where I am.” So the only
magisterial resolution come to, was that in case of
his death, Colonel Mas should succeed him; but
that so long as the valiant Bailiff lived, he should
not be superseded. The consequence was that he
became more operose than ever, and took a hand
in everything, even the meanest offices. Often were
he and Broglia, somewhat his elder, seen to go side
by side to work at the repairs and carrying baskets
of earth to encourage the others ; for necessary had
it become, they should all concur if they wished for
the least shelter from the enemy’s artillery, which
eat away by degrees every one of their defences. The
Turkish basilisks pierced through more than eighteen
palms of solid masonry. The insupportable fatigues
increasing, chiefly the whole night, and the bury-
ing in the parapets of bowels and limbs of men
all torn to pieces and pounded by the hostile can-
non, to such a pass had the hapless besieged been
now reduced; what with never stirring from their
posts, but sleeping there and eating; with all other
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human functions, in arms always, and prepared for
combat ; by day exposed to the burning sun, and by
night to the cold damp; privations of all kind, from
the blasts of gunpowder, smoke, dust, wildfire,
iron, and stones,vollies of musketry, to explosions of
enormous batteries, insufficient nutriment or un-
wholesome, they had got so disfigured, that they
hardly knew each other any more. Ashamed of
retiring for wounds not manifestly quite dangerous
and almost mortal, those with the smaller bones
dislocated or shattered, and livid faces bruised with
frightful sores, or extremely lame and limping
wofully ; these miserably bandaged round the head,
arms in slings, strange contortions—such figures
were frequent and nearly general, and to be taken
for spectres rather than living forms.

Justly can it be averred that this was one of
the most perilous, direst, cruelest sieges in the
memory of man; only as to food, some other
besieged people have been still worse off. If here
was no drought or famine, it is to be put down to
the grand master’s praise, and his kind foresight;
for if the commissaries had calculated well as to
eating, they had miscalculated as to what is
perhaps more important, the liquids; and the cis--
terns were much sooner drunk dry than thought;
so Valetta at one time feared we should have been
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left without water, with a renewal of our suffer-
ings in Barbary. But thanks be to God, this did
not happen.! Also the order had to feed about
seven thousand of the poor Maltese, excellent
creatures, who well deserved our care; for while
some others deserted to the Turks, not one native
Maltese did.

The indefatigable Turks next turned their ideas
towards cutting off all communication between
St. Elmo and Borgo, and realized their project in
a great degree. It was now the sixth of June,
and their horrid, most merciless artillery bellowed
and raved night and day just the same, it seeming
their design to pound the fortress into ashes. Now
few cannons remained to the Christians. In spite
of all his efforts to prevent them, the Moslem built
up a wall on the ravelin, as high as St. Elmo’s
parapets, and enclosing it.> The only momentary
repose of ours was to scrape together a little clay
from the underground vaults within the fortress,
and well wetting it, wrap themselves up in it as in
a blanket, to lie down on or near the new parapets,
which they made of wooden boxes, filled with
earth, and covered with mattresses and bags of
wool instead of fascines; of which they had no

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxv. 545.
2 Id: id, id. 547.
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more, and earth too waxed scarce, of which refuge
they were finally deprived, and it consumed their
small residue of force. A variety of contrivances to
take ours captive encountered an intrepidity that
made them all fail. But our most signal heroes
went dropping; Medrano’s serjeant was killed;
Miranda declared longer defence impossible, and
engaged Bailiff Eguaras and Governor Broglia to
convene a council-of-war. There was Medrano
instructed to relate the whole to the grand master,
and that they every minute expected to be blown
up with the rest of the fortress, which leads imme-
diately to the conquest of the whole island; and
then Toledo’s coming would be useless. The
only way to save the order’s best nerve, “ so many
of its most valuable troops, is instantly to call
into Borgo the survivors, where they perhaps may
hold out until the Spanish army’s arrival.” Me-
drano obeying, got with some difficulty to Borgo,
and secretly, in the grand master’s own pri-
vate room, told him and his council the entire
unhappy verity. Whence after profound consul-
tation he received this answer: “ We know very
well that in a mere military point of view St.
Elmo is untenable; but our oath and profession is
freely to sacrifice our lives for Christendom. We
are absolutely obliged to undergo a certain and
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manifest death to save the Christian people, and
our crder, in this case when our liberators are so
near; and therefore this council and I determine
that they must not abandon St. Elmo, even if
they were alone; but that we will instantly join
them if necessary, and die with them.”

As to blowing up, they had before been told it
was out of the question, the fortress standing on a
rock; which however was contrary to what the un-
fortunate besieged saw and heard, for several
mines exploded with a smothered noise under
them, and the rock and the fortress both went
rocking, and casks of vinegar rolled about their
hall, and quantities of earth in the ditches.'

So on Medrano’s return with fresh troops, and
some timber and old sails and other stores, sorrow-
ful was the greeting. Horrible the dread of being
buried alive; not even able to fight, but see shaking
about what must infallibly soon fall and crush
you. Not one by any possibility could hope to be
saved from that hideous end.

The Bailiff, Miranda, Mas, and most of the
knights, frankly and enthusiastically expressed
their resignation, as well as the new comer, Captain
Vagnone; but the rest thought it a cruel sentence,
and De la Cerda (with some who consulted their

! Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxv. 550.
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personal safety ), under pretext of wounds, departed
for Borgo, not without disapprobation ; but gained
shortly afterwards the valiant and honourable
death that became him in defending that town.
Others, that is, of the privates (for not one of the
officers would sign it, much less any knight of the
order, though some few of them were thought in-
ternally to assent to it) wrote to the grand master
with the intention of obliging him to recall them.
«We came to defend a fortress, this is such no
longer, but without counterscarp or ramparts. The
ravelin has been built up to the roof; we can
neither offend the Turks, nor defend ourselves.
So send no more succours, for they would be only
so many more lost; for unless boats come take us
away this very night, at the toll of nightfall, we
are resolved to force a sortie, and die as becomes
soldiers. June 8th, 1565.”

The grand master’s only reply was that on his
word of honour Toledo’s re-inforcements were on
the point of arriving, and that a renegade just
arrived from the Moslem camp had assured him
the Turkish engineers had discovered St. Elmo
could not be mined, as planted on a living rock;
that they had tried to mine it, but totally in vain;
but however, if resolute to abandon St. Elmo, to
-+ him know first, that he might send gunr~s to
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nail the guns, and boats to receive them and all,
for St. Elmo lost, every hope of having succour
from Toledo was lost also. And grand master and
council decided likewise to name three commis-
sioners to take an ocular view of St. Elmo, a
Spaniard, a Frenchman, and an Italian—all three
grand crosses of the order—to give in a regular
report. These found the soldiers ready to depart,
having already sacked the ammunition and public
store of every kind of arms, and in the very act of
throwing all the spades, shovels, and pickaxes into
the cistern, when stopped by Colonel Mas, who
had still some authority with them; which rebel-
lious misconduct caused more surprise and terror
in the commissionaries than if they had seen the
Turks in possession. As to speaking in private to
Miranda, Mas, Eguaras, or Broglia, it would not
at all be allowed by the mutineers. These not-
withstanding, returned in a short time to their
duty. Whoever liked to leave the place, might;
since for every one who returned, four offered to
succeed him; on which all resolved to stay, nor
would an individual of them undergo the shame
of being the first to retire. All determined to
remain and ask the grand master’s pardon; that
they would lay down their lives willingly, and
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defend St. Elmo as long as any others could, though
desperate its condition indeed.

Fifteen knights were sent as aid; and what is
astonishing, two Jews volunteered to go and die
with them.!

Then Miranda had the colours hung out on
various spots, to make the Turk think we had
received great re-inforcements, and cried to ours
with a soldierly speech,—* So let me see you sell
your lives dear; and let there be a loud noise of
drums and trumpets, and several vollies of
musketry, and some discharge of cannon too, as
wild rejoicings.”

But this irritating the Infidels, their battery’s
dreadful bellowings were worse than ever. The
grand master’s consolation at the garrison’s sublime
coming about, was darkly overcast by tidings that
the two galleys he recalled had come—perhaps, too,
with some supplies—and in strict conformity with
his letter, had put into Hayntofecha; but on finding
it in possession of the Turks, returned forthwith to
Sicily. As to Toledo’s succours, they were coming,
though delayed; and that viceroy may have been
too careful. Will they not come too late for poor
St. Elmo?

An invention of the war in Hungary, under

1 Bosio : par. iii., lib. xxv. 553.
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Charles V., to be used instead of gunpowder in
besieging or maintaining a siege—circles of fire—
were much in request with the order, who almost
alone had the secret. And a most infernal one it
was; but now published by Bosio as quite easy to
make, and much practised against the Turks at the
siege of Malta. Of these two, three, even five were
enveloped in the same fiery circle, the wider, and
the more victims, the better. No escape, but for
all to agree instantly, and rush together into the
sea. For the rest, the Turkish harquebussiers were
far superior to ours, so that twenty-five of our
sentries were shot dead in one morning. Strange;
but Toledo seemed to care more for what is not
unfitly called the little succour, than for all in Malta.
But it was seeming only, for in reality he was a
stanch friend to it. His precise commands to the
commander of succours were, not to land them if
St. Elmo was taken, or Citta Vecchia; for in case
of either, neither Borgo nor St. Michael could make
any resistance, But on the 16th of June four
galleys sailed from Messina to Malta, with eight
hundred soldiers and stores.! Exactly that day had
the Turks selected for their first general assault on
St. Elmo. Their galleys and Draguts having come
round from Marsa Sirocco, followed by the whole

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxv. 560.
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Moslem fleet—the idea being, that when these light
vessels had essayed and forced the passage, then
the heavy should enter and choose their stations—
firing at St. Elmo as they passed, and landing the
maritime to join them to the land forces, and
advance all together to storm the Giaours in their
castle. Thus like a thick forest was the sea at the
harbour’s mouth. Towards sunset, and during part
of the night, the galleys proceeded to batter the
mark, for the purpose of keeping the besieged with-
out repose, and have them weary when the real
assault should begin. About two hours before day-
break, was heard a single loud voice, and clear
singing out of certain words in a foreign tongue,
to which the whole army replied in a low murmur;
and we learn from persons practised in their rites,
that it was a delegate from the Grand Mufti, their
High Priest, making a kind of confession in the
name of all, and after it an absolution, explaining
the happiness of a future existence, according to
the Koran’s promises, to all who intrepidly advance
to death in support of the law of Mahomet. Next
a long profound silence, during which they rein-
forced with four thousand harquebussiers all the
trenches of the counterscarp quite round, and
ravelin, both in front and towards Marsa Muschietto,
as well as the part near the spur of the Cavalier.
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Which most patient and attentive harquebussiers
holding their harquebusses pointed up towards the
fort’s parapets, no sooner was observed the crest of
a morion, or a vizor opened, than they hit it, not
permitting one of us to be seen, before the Turk and
ours came to the grapple; for then those sharpest
of sharpshooters, not to hurt their companions,
ceased ; though happen it sometimes did, that the
same bullet killed both a Christian and a Turk.
Indeed stupendous and admirable were the punc-
tuality and diligence of that corps during the whole
war, especially in assaults, when the harquebussiers
slew more of ours than artillery, archers, those
enormous engines, or any other weapons of offence
whatever. The enemy also sent armed men (as
many as they could hold) into the ditches imme-
diately round the fortress, with multitudes of
ladders. And little noise as they made, we dis-
covered it; and did our best to disturb them with
artificial fire and fragments of hard limestone, which
last made a great figure in all this deadly siege.
Very ineffective indeed, we repeat, is the musket in
repelling scalers, at least as a firearm, when the
aim is straight down. And if with the bayonet, it
becomes a sort of pike; but the real pike is better, as
lighter, longer, and more manageable. But stones
are still better, if of aweight to upset the ladders; for
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then a whole line of men fall, some of them killed,
and all wounded.

At sunrise, up sprang a furious dissonance of
cannonading from the batteries and ravelin, for
about an hour, making the earth tremble, and the
sea. Nor was it an exaggeration, but sad reality.
It lay before their eyes. Then, and during the
whole siege, many lives were saved by having people
who attended to nothing else than at the smoke of
the priming of the cannon, to shout out; at which
cry every one threw himself on his face until the
ball passed. Yet this at present was only the
harbinger of a stately pomp, since advanced a body
of eight thousand Turkish horse, led by Mustapha,
with the great standard confided to him at Con-
stantinople by Solyman’s own hands; and it was
now planted in face of the chief bridge before St.
Elmo’s principal front—signal for the assault gene-
ral, which Eguaras, Mas, Miranda, and the new
governor Montserrat prepared to withstand valiantly ;
and our garrison too, which those late reinforce-
ments had restored nearly to its proper number, all
" eminently brave. Then, and in subsequent conflicts,
a knight was put between every three men, to
observe these, and make them do their duty. Three
corpsof aid stood under Miranda, Eguaras, and Mont-
serrat. Heaps of heavy stones lay arranged along
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the parapets. A corps of who from wounds or age
could not be able fighting men, had to carry about
certain large deep plates, with wedges of bread
steeped in wine and water, to refresh and invigorate
our combatants without their having to move from
their places. Others had for office to draw out the
corpses from between the feet of our living heroes,
lest they should be shackled in their motions, or struck
with horror at trampling on their dead companions.
Not far from the parapets were placed barrels sawn
across in two, full of a sort of vinegar and water for
the soldiers or knights to dip into when the wildfire
caught their clothes, for that lotion extinguished
the flames at once.! Large assortments of circles,
pikes, trumps, pots of wildfire, were everywhere at
hand. Some of the most expert warriors were to
walk about from post to post, investigating each.
Others, in regular order, were appointed to measure
out the gunpowder; others to hand the barque-
busses to the harquebussiers; others to present the
balls and cordage. But how make the wildfire?
Gunpowder, saltpetre unrefined, ammoniacal salt,
pounded sulphur, camphor, Greek pitch, powdered
varnish from the grains, are the ingredients. The
exact proportions are well known (says Bosio), and
it is sold in the shops potted up. The pots of
! Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxv. 562.
VOL. IV. ‘ F
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earthenware, badly baked on purpose, to break the
easier (that day St. Elmo showed many thousands
of them), each large enough to be thrown by a
man’s hand twenty or thirty yards. The mouths of
such pots were narrow, and after their being charged
as above, had to be kept shut up carefully with linen
or thick paper, tied very close crosswise with harque-
buss cords presenting four ends covered with
sulphur, first liquified, and then dried; which ends,
when they are well lighted, you throw the pot,which
breaks, and never fails setting fire to the mixture,
most voraciously burning and consuming whatever
it touches. Trumps are by the turner, round, con-
cave tubes of wood, two palms thick in circum-
ference; and three long, to be nailed or fitted tightly
to the handle of a halbert, or partisan, and filled as
the pots, only rendered more liquid by a little
linseed oil, in such a manner that when you light
the trump, it .continues a long time snorting and
belching vivid, furious flames, and large, and several
yards long—not unlike an enormous furnace excited
by a most powerful bellows—and with a violent
impetus devours the opponent. Striking the face or
head of a man, it either kills him at once or throws
him down frightfully wounded. Pikes of war ought
to be very acutely pointed, and become pikes of fire
when you put a little of the mixture into a purse
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two fingers long, placed in such a way towards the
head of the pike, that its flames are nearly as effec-
tive as the trumps; and it finishes by firing two small
cylinders of iron or brass, loaded with very fine
gunpowder, and exploding leaden bullets like those
of a harquebuss. Other execrable utensils of the
sort are omitted for brevity; seek them who willin
my authorities.

On rush the Turks and Delhis with their atro-
cious howl, unchained demons. The defence how-
ever was as intrepid! The noise was heard in
Borgo, whence also men saw (or thought they
saw) the assault and glorious resistance. Perhaps
an attack more obstinate has never been read of.
Thirty of the most noted warriors of Islam, rash
barbarians, who had bound themselves by a
solemn compact to penetrate into the fortress this
day, or die together in the attempt; they advanced
most brilliantly during the hottest of the conflict,
which the grand master observing (as he could
very well from the top of St. Angelo), and that
they were close on storming the corner of the
cavalier defended by Colonel Mas, had two pieces
of heavy artillery brought to bear on themj; the
first of which, instead of good did us harm, for
the gunner, keeping a little too much to the right,
killed not only some of the enemy, but likewise

F2
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eight of our own knights. Still the second made
amends by striking in the exact middle of those
choicest Islamites, and swept away twenty of them,
which was such a thunderstorm to the rest, that
they fled, and never could be got to return. Of
Spahis and maddened Delhis various parties next
flew forward; and Janissaries with reiterated
efforts, often refreshing with food and exciting
drinks, but were as often driven back. Dervishes,
emirs, sheriffs, and the whole band of Santons,
with the most fanatical of sectaries, the Arapies,
utterly regardless of their lives, endeavoured to
scale the cavalier, but were unsuccessful the same.
The circles of fire rolled down on them, and
several, by half-dozens at a time, were consumed,
tearing each other, and shrieking in spasms of the
most frantic torture. Lofty this mountain! There
sparkle the waves a thousand feet below you, into
them if you can! Whirling, tossing with fiery
convulsions in every direction, rolling too wild
to look at, a blazing hurricane, with a most
agonized human voice, now excruciating and loud,
in various tones of intolerable pain—now so faint;
at least the death they yelled for (though slow to
their impatience) came in less than half an hour.
Nevertheless, two of the very wildest of the
desperate”fanatics, cheered on by Mustapha him-



CHAP. 1.] ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 69

self and Dragut, were given each a splendid
banner. But all was useless. Above six conti-
nuous hours had lasted that terrific drama. With
the rudest scorn the bannered lunatics were
rebutted, their rich banners taken and spit upon,
and then torn to fritters.

Of other four banners that we took, one was in
a sortie by Medrano, and flung by his own hands
into the fort. The magnificently-dressed Turk
who bore it, had set it on one of the gabions, at
~which our said captain rushed out, killed the
infidel, and wrenching the banner from his final
grasp, had scarcely time to fling it up to us, much
less to draw himself back, when a Moslem ball
pierced his forehead, and the frank and valiant
soldier fell dead, to our infinite regret. With us
was his ensign, who resolute to die at his master’s
feet, leaped forth in a twinkling, and jostling,
overturning, slaying, or wounding several Turks,
was at length overcome by numbers, and killed,
as he desired, at foot of that glorious corpse, which
they endeavoured to pull off with them, but could
not, for ours came and bore it in; and it after-
wards was carried to Borgo, where it was buried
in St. Leonard’s, among the order’s grand crosses.!

Victory was ours; but at severe cost. At Borgo

1 Bosio: par iii. 563,
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thegrand master and council went in public procession
to church to thank the Almighty donor of all good
gifts. But besides our wounded (so dangerously,
that one of them died in the boat to Borgo),
several of our knights were slain, and three hun-
dred of our gallant troops.

' So with shame and disappointment the Paynim
folded the imperial standard, and left us acknow-
ledged victors —* for to-day” (muttered the mali-
cious Paynim)—*but to-morrow shall be your
last.”!

It being necessary to replace our losses, and the
grand master declining any but volunteers, the
Neapolitan knights stood forth instantly in a body,
priority of courage highly praised at the time; and
the heroic example was followed by various of the
most renowned knights of nearly every nation.
From all which offerers, thirty knights were se-
lected; to whom were added from the men of Borgo
what made up the three hundred; and all were
boated to St. Elmo, while Marshal Couppier with
the cavalry from Citta Vecchia created a most op-
portune diversion by attacking the rear of the
Turks. Since their universal opinion imputed
their ill success to three things: 1. That the
Giaours had still one heavy gun left. 2. The

! Bosio: par. iii. 564.
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fresh succours. 8. The interference from fort
St. Angelo; their engineers went with Mustapha
and Dragut to review the situation, where it was
determined how to prevent that gun from having
effect; how to keep off succours by land or sea;
how to screen out St. Angelo’s fire; and to make
a drawing of such devices. But while about it,
was shot a cannon ball, which striking a rock, one
of the splinters flew through Dragut’s enormous
turban ; and though he was carried off to the com-
mander-in-chief’s tent, the famous corsair expired—
to Christendom’s great comfort.!

Another splinter killed the aga standing by
Mustapha; who did not however stir until the
drawing was finished. And then likewise was it
determined to execute what truly was the im-
mediate cause of St. Elmo’s final ruin—a covered
way by which the Moslem could advance unseen as
far as even the wall they had to storm.

And behold! on the 19th of that same month,
the covered way was finished completely and in full
use. Yet prior to that a small cannon from the top
of St. Elmo killed the head master of the Turkish
artillery, which made them add to their battery; so
that St. Elmo was now under the fire of thirty-

' Bosio : par. iii. 565.
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four heavy cannons, as lugubriously ceaseless as
ever.' '

About then we had another mishap. The mill
for grinding gunpowder at St. Angelo’s blew up;
and not only a large quantity of the composition
was worse than lost, but likewise the materials for
composing it burned, and ten of the workmen
killed ; and to inquire if merely accident (as it was)
a commission was sent from Borgo of two; one of
whom was Sir Oliver Starkey, and twenty-five
stone weight of gunpowder was administered from
Citta Vecchia for immediate use.

The heavy Turkish battery still on the increase
were now thirty-six.” A second general assault
was given, worse than the first; because by the
covered way, St. Elmo was entirely insulated and
cut off completely from all mortal succour. Still
it refused to surrender. The word capitulation had
indeed altogether ceased to be named by either
party. In this second, Montserrat was among the
killed; and Miranda, Eguaras, and Mas of the dan-
gerously wounded. None of them so blind as not to
be quite aware of their situation, as not to know it
was contrary to military calculation; yet the ten-
derness of honour and sublime devotedness to the
Christian creed, kept them perfectly reconciled to

1 Bosio: par. iii. 566. 2 Id., id. 568.
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their sufferings, or rather they prized them very
highly, and were quite gay and hopeful, and told the
grand master’s messenger they could hold on still;
although that knight saw how certain and proxi-
mate was their ruin, and that they perceived it as
well as he ; nor was his own coming and returning
without excessive danger. For coming, his com-
panion sitting next him had his head swept away by
a cannon ball, and in returning one of his rowers
was shot dead by a harquebussade.

Valetta himself was astonished at the eagerness of
his knights to be appointed to that most forlorn post.
In the second assault general two hundred of that
male garrison were stretched corpses; whom their
companions, little by little, had removed a few
paces inward from the parapets. It was all they
could do; wounded and weary, more was im-
possible.

Except that after reposing some moments, they
were able to join in shouting Victory! victory!
joyously; yet with something of the solemn was it
heard at Borgo, which knew the cry of that voice.

¢ Promptitude, or St. Elmo is totally gone; for
two-thirds are killed, and not one of the rest
unwounded, and so tired, that they scarcely exist.
Yet at daybreak comes the third assault general.”
Such the tidings in a letter brought towards
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evening by a swimmer, under water. Dismal
were the Turks, by a consciousness of disgrace;
under any circumstances can they blush? With
admirable magnanimity did the grand master, with
an air of satisfaction, affirm the Christians had a
glorious victory, and were in hopes that with
succour they could resist until Toledo’s arrival;
when knights, soldiers, citizens, offered themselves
immediately, to the grand master’s great wonder.
He had but to choose from numbers contesting for
election. But he would only suffer a few remarkably
brave to go,iwith much food and ammunition,leaving
it at liberty to the chiefs of St. Elmo either to accept
the succours, or come back with them, for which
he took care to leave room enough in the five
boats; his intention being to save that honoured
residue, and abandon the dilapidated fortress.! But
the boats, in spite of every precaution, were obliged
to recede, for eighty galleys, and other vessels, and
guns innumerable, closed the pass hermetically.
Meantime, the besieged (nor should a Christian
deign putting them on a level with Leonidas),
showed a tranquillity above all praise, confessed
one to another, and embraced cordially and de-
voutly, as all utterly equual. What other sacra-

! Bosio: par. iii. 571.




CHAP. 11.] ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 75

ments could they expect? They died doing their
duty, and had no fear.

The merciless Turk knew they were too weak
and wounded a handful to resist, and therefore
his third assault general on a few disabled
wretches.

It was the vigil of St. John'’s day, their patron
saint. Their resistance was far greater than
could have been imagined. But all their military
stores were nearly out; of circles, or wild-fire,
none; and even gunpowder so scarce, they gathered
the grains of it that might remain in the pockets
of their dead companions. ¢ Incomparable valour,
generosity, high-mindedness,” exclaims Bosio,
proud of his order, as they deserved.!

They were soon but sixty alive. For four long
hours did they fight, with no other arms than
common pikes, swords, stones. Miranda having
had such a shot as prevented his standing, got
seated on a chair near the parapet, with a pike in
his hands, as if to defend it. Through several
breaches had the Turks now broken in, and could
take deliberate aim at whatever seemed to have
still some corporal strength. Then did old Bailiff
Eguaras (he too having been forced to sit from his
wounds) send a command for part of those on

1 Bosio: par. iii. 572.
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the cavalier to descend, a last resource. But on
their coming, the enemy retired, with perhapsa
feigned panic. There was bredthing time, even
some hours.

But lo! when least they expected it, and ban-
daging their wounds, and otherwise seeking some
refreshment, at ten forenoon, sounded is the fourth
assault general, and suddenly the foe rushes, and
finds a passage open on every side. Already
knowing by experience that we were wholly without
defence of wild-fire, gunpowder, or anything, and
rendered quite harmless from wounds and debility,
the infidels no longer employed the least screen,
but swarmed and menaced all round.! Colonel
Mas, seeing all was lost, and determined to sell his
life dear, like a brave soldier, since his leg was
fractured, had himself seated on a log at his post
of command, and brandishing a great two-handed
sword—a weapon he used to manage with singular
skill—slew several Turks, most valorously, to his
ultimate gasp; after which he was cut up into minute
bits, by exasperated pigmies. Universal massacre
ensued, and all defence ceased. Sir Francis Lang-
freducci, severely wounded as he was, in many
places, contrived to hobble to the post opposite
Rennella, and there, where the wooden drawbridge

1 Bosio: par. iii. 573.
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once stood, kindled a smoke, according to the
express instructions he had received from the grand
master, ultimate signal of the loss of St. Elmo;
which the savages observing, and all the hundreds
of corpses on the ground (for none had ours been
able to bury since many a day), a loud command
was heard for Janissaries and Spahis to hurry in,
to consummate the butchery of the Giaours, who
could no longer hurt them. Then with shouts to
deafen the air, in rushed the crescents, and found
men only half alive. Yet, even in that hopeless
state, heroic were the deeds of several of the knights
and highly generous. Honour, though but a word,
to their expiring feats! Aged Eguaras, desperately
wounded as he was, seized a lance, and limping
advanced resolutely, and with the brightest courage
opposed the first Janissaries that dared pass the
door of the fortress. But few instants, and a
scimitar cuts the bailiff’s white head sheer off. Sir
Paul Avogadro, of Novara, to prevent the savages
from, in cold blood, putting him to some strange,
atrocious, ignominious death, darted forward like
an enraged lion, and chased them wildly out by
the breach, wounding them wofully, until he was
hurled down headlong into the ditch.

Nine knights alone, and these too severely
wounded to be able to make the slightest defence,
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were carried away prisoners, not by the Turks, but by
Levantine corsairs, from lucre of gain—to sell them
into slavery, or perhaps for their ransom. The Turks
obeyed Mustapha’s orders to give no quarter, but
immolate every human creature in St. Elmo; and
that he would pay four crowns apiece for every head
brought him, which, however, is said to have been
commanded by Constantinople. Whether the crime
was Solyman’s or Mustapha’s, admits of hesitation.
There it lies between them; it were not unlike
either. Five Maltese, who saved themselves by
swimming, were the only persons who really got
free.

Mustapha entering St. Elmo with the imperial
standard, very much wondered so small a place
showed so many dead bodies; and judging from the
son what the parent must be, perceived he had em-
barked in a far more difficult adventure than he
conjectured.

A fact recounted to this day at Malta is, that of
the knights found dead, as well as those of them so
wounded that they could not move in bed, and
were pulled out and killed with fiercest torments,
from each of them (martyred saints!) he had head
and hands lopped off, and their arms extended and
nailed to two timbers formed like a cross, planted
in a hole made with the scimitar through the breast
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and back; and fastening those most disfigured relics
of humanity in a long line, he had them thrown
into the sea, hoping the tide would waft them into
Borgo—as indeed it did—by way of a salutary
lesson what punishment would follow any resist-
ance to his will.

The Christian deaths in total were one thousand
two - hundred, including a hundred knights and
three servants-at-arms of the order, whose names
are registered at full by the good Bosio.

Provence 15
Auvergne 15
France 18
Italy 31
Arragon, &c. 11
Germany 5

Castille, &c. 18

113
Immense the Turkish joy for its taking; and Mus-
tapha stimulated it, as if the rest of Malta were an
easy matter now. And deep Valetta’s grief, no
doubt; nor could he bear abiding any longer in the
palace from whose windows he had been blasted
with the sight of Islam banners on that famed fort-
ress. So he kept changing house after house; but
whatever his internal anguish, outwardly his noble
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countenance remained serene, and fine his address
to the council: “ If St. Elmo’s fall give us concern,
it was also splendid, and exceeding holy, nor should
cause us any consternation! Not at its fall should
we wonder, but exult that the noble few could hold
out so long ! ™ '

! Bogio: par. iii. 577.
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CHAPTER 1II.

OvEer was the eventful vigil, and with daybreak
floating on the gentle waves, arrived the cadaverous
procession just off St. Angelo’s, and sometimes
even touching the chain. The sad wonder, even
at that early hour, brought multitudes to the
ramparts; but no one could identify any individual
of the melancholy headless swimmers, for their
heads were in sacks already sailing for Constanti-
nople.  With reverence, therefore, the grand
master had the chain opened, and had the whole
honoured group lifted from the water and buried
together, with all the minute particularities that
indicated high respect; no hurry, but profound
attention, astonishing for such a time, and if doleful

VOL. IV. G
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the wail of the women, tender and pious were the
ceremonies, as if all had been peace. Yet scarcely
had the large tomb been closed, than Valetta turned
to his knights, and as reprisals for that most bar-
barous extravagance, bade them instantly send
circulars to their order everywhere, commanding
no quarter to be given to any of those Paynims;
and so, till the close of the siege, there wasa Turk
regularly hanged or shot every day at Citta Vecchia,
where there were continual actions of cavalry, and
wretches brought prisoners in on purpose.! But
after that perhaps painful duty, the grand -master
in his usual mellow tones, and with a most placid
aspect, not only deeply affecting to his council, but
also to the assembled citizens, and even this promis-
cuous crowd, said—that St. Elmo’s example should
only increase our hardihood and hopefulness—that
here is a stronger and more extensive station—that
we should imitate the heroism of our brethren, in
lieu of mourning for their happy, glorious end, and
since by washing out in their own blood every sinful
blemish, it is, and ought to be our heartfelt belief
that they. have won a blessed, immortal, eternal
diadem—that what else is prescribed by the oath of
our illustrious profession ? —that what can a knight
of St. John’s so ardently desire as to die in arms?

! Bosio : par. iii. 580.
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"What greater blessing can be vouchsafed to him by
Christ, than to die for His holy creed?—That we
should not then lament, but sing songs of triumph;
—that much more reason would those accursed
infidels have to lament for having lost so many of
their choicest soldiers—that if small, feeble St.
Elmo cost them so much, what are they to expect
from us here ?—That ours is certain victory! with
God’s aid, most certain victory!—that away with
impossibilities. In His service are none !—that only
think you may, and you can do all things—that it
is therefore, you are able todo anything. = “ In His
service I tell you we are omnipotent.” Then ad-
dressing more particularly the women, he reminded
them that it was St. John’s day, so that they must
now dry up their tears, and flock as usual to the
church, where they would find the accustomed con-
solations and those holy observances that lift the
oppressed spirit, and fill it with joyous ease; and
that in the afternoon the popular festivities should

~ take place as usual; for that indeed it would be a

great shame if the valiant men of Borgo should not

feel as much innocent hilarity as their females. So
it was indeed. And when the usual shouts, rattles,
bonfires, arose—it may be doubted whether to
imitate them was the Moslem wish, and St. John

being previous to Christianity, might have been a
G2
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saint to them too; howbeit, it is recorded that on that
occasion at least the Turks had the very same
rejoicings as the Christians.

Well might it be that Valetta had not time then
for foreign correspondence. At all events, he wrote
to a Spanish knight, Governor of Citta Vecchia, for
him to write to Toledo of St. Elmo’s fall; that
succours of all kinds were necessary, but that he
“ relied chiefly on the order’s own, so to scnd instantly
the troops come with the four galleys, and instructs
-him how to act in case of a blockade ; also to write
the information touching St. Elmo to the other of
their dignitaries not in Borgo.! Nevertheless,
though Mesquitez performed all the grand master’s
injunctions exactly, the news of the fall of St. Elmo
was sagaciously kept back until the arrival of what
is called the small succour, which was landed safely
in Malta on the 29th of June.?

It reminds us of Rhodes, that here too the Turk
endeavoured to estrange the Maltese from the order;
but in truth succeeded no better than with the
Rhodians.

With this small succour came what may be termed
the cream or most valuable part of the whole: first
of all, the Commander, Parisot, the grand master’s
nephew—

1 Bosio : par. iii. 579. 2 Id.: id. iii. 582.
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2nd. A Spanish grandee, Knight of St. James,
with his corps of two hundred foot—

8rd. The Prior of Hungary, with some gen-
tlemen—

4th. Sir Augustus Ricca, with hired soldiers, at
the expense of the order—

5th. A French Knight, with sixty men from his
galley—

6th. The little succour itself; Knights of the
order, forty-two—'

7th. Gentlemen, adventurers of Spain, several
being of the highest families, as the Duke of Infan-
tado’s brother, twenty; id. of Italy, eleven; id. of
Germany, three; of England, two;? hired gunners,
fifty-six; imperial foot, six hundred—in all, seven
‘hundred and thirty-four.

But the knights and gentlemen adventurers
were, every one of them, noted warriors, and the
gunners and foot were all picked men. That the
succours, however limited, should have given
much vexation to Mustapha—who was blamed for
negligence in letting it pass—and depress the
spirits of all the Infidels, is natural, and much
consolation to the Christians, as a good omen, and

1 Of all nations, but chiefly French, Spaniards, Italians, &e.
3 John Smith,—Edward Stanley, as becomes his historic
house.
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sure earnest of what would happen; and therefore
it was that the grand master wrote to express his
gratitude to Toledo, in a letter dated July 8th,
adding, that he feared it would be impossible for
any other little succour to enter Borgo, so closely
had the enemy blockaded it mow; but that with
twelve thousand he might easily beat the Turks
completely, and perhaps the half would suffice, so
broken are they and divided; but that he was
very eager for a victorious exit as quickly as pos-
sible, from fearing want of water, with such a
quantity of helpless people pent up in no vast
town.

Andrea Doria at length coming to Sicily with
his squadron, and the Duke of Savoy’s admiral
with his galleys, and those from the Duke of Flo-
rence and Piombino, who had received at Terra-
cina, and landed at Messina, six hundred soldiers
from the Pope, as a temporary succour, under
Colonna, that the grand master might be able to
hold out until the arrival of the effectual one,
united ardently, requesting to be forwarded to
Malta; Doria subjoining that at all events he him-
self would go. Toledo at first assented, but after-
wards considering he should want Doria for the
great succour, resolved to transmit immediately,
not him, but those of the Papacy, and the adven-
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turers, and Zapata, with two hundred Spanish foot,
in all twelve hundred men.

But so strict the blockade, that the grand master
thought it best to refuse. and made a signal for
them to return to Sicily, yet contrived to send the
viceroy a letter, that there was no help for it;
that rather than a new massacre, and attempts
that could not but be fruitless, wait he must, and
try to resist until the army came to be master of
the pass into Borgo, which implies the entire island;
for which twelve thousand men, eighty galleys,
and provisions for one month would be quite suffi-
cient. * Yetfearful are our wants.” July 11th.

Some believe it was no impossibility, but that
the grand master judiciously refused, in order to
hasten the radical cure.! So the viceroy wrote
with his own hand to his Catholic majesty, enclo-
sing the letters of the grand master himself.

Several breaches so wide were effected on the
14th July, that a troop of horse could charge and
dismount, and remount quite easily! Yet what
served they? In the general assault, thirty thou-
sand pots of wildfire, and the superiority of straight
long swords over the scimitar, aided superhuman
valour, and the Turks fled with frightful slaughter,
while the Christian shout was ever, Remember St.

! Bosio: par. iii. 596.
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Elmo! Consequence was, that a party began to.
be formed in the Turkish army, favourable to de-
sisting from the Maltese war, as mis-managed from
the outset, and therefore could not succeed.

In those sanguinary actions, Commander
Parisot, nephew of the grand master, who hoped
that high-minded youth, firm, valiant, dressy, hand-
some,would be his age’s staff, was killed with great
glory. And memorable and highly generous was
the grand master’s manner on his being informed
of the death of him he loved as his son; and turn-
ing to the bystanders, thanked God that his
nephew had acquired so blessed and glorious an
end, and after pouring out fervently his prayers to
the Almighty, “Now” (he cried) “to your duty,
and think of it no more,” and never did any mortal
hear from him another syllable on the subject.

Then originated a dissension between the two
pashas, which was certainly a happiness] to the
Christians; yet not very great, since recorded as a
still greater was their finding a spring of potable,
though not very excellent water in Borgo.

Sixty heavy cannons now beat on Borgo, and
its principal fortress, St. Michael’s, and were heard
at Sicily. Nor do the Turks think anything of the
lives of their soldiery, so they succeed. But the
Spanish monarch’s answer had arrived for Toledo
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to use extreme diligence, and.instantly succour
Malta at all events, and at what cost soever;
wherefore he wrote to the grand master, that by
the last of August he would be at Malta with ten
or twelve thousand foot;' that in a day or two
he meant to despatch Doria with four thousand
brave Tuscan soldiers; that his royal master had
made only one exception in his royal graces, by
expressly forbidding him to land in person, as he
warmly would have desired, to testify not only
his cordial affection for the order, but still more
for Valetta himself. The wings of fame and the
honoured cry of our defence of Malta had gone forth
through the world, and a crowd of volunteers for
that noble adventure had met from all parts at
Messina; the baronage of Germany, and the counts
and practised warriors of France, Spain, Italy,
even the remotest spots of Christendom.

Nor suppose that one moment’s quiet is allowed
to Borgo. No! Just asat St. Elmo. The batteries
and every sort of fighting day and night; all along
the posts and bastions; landsides, seasides the same
incessant conflict never knows theshortest, not truce,
but momentary pause. The soldiers necessarily
relieved each other for nutriment and brief repose.
But scarcely with us the knights. How often had

1 Bosio : par. iii. 616.
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we to drive foes from the parapets to whom a
breach had given ingress! How often to root up
banners they had planted! Enough that the de-
fence of Borgo was worthy of St. Elmo’s. But
ended differently! Gallantly did our turcopolier
command his foreign companions; and troops for
that post of England had one of the two pashas'
for assailant personally on Friday, 3rd of August,
and there naturally fought whatever Englishmen
were in Malta at that time, belonging to the order
or not. At least those two already named; dnd
probably some few others, whose names are lost.
According to a Spanish soldier, who deserted and
became a renegade, there remained now but five
hundred combatants alive in Borgo ; and these ex-
tenuated and wounded, every one of them. He
stated that the rest of the population consisted of
superannuated persons and children and women,
the sick, the dangerously wounded, and the blind
or lame; that nearly all the ammunitions were

consumed ; that by the grand master's orders no
~ more cannon were fired, except in cases of inevit-
able necessity; preserving the powder for the har-
quebusses; that of war pikes and wildfire there was
no more; all broken or bent, and badly ironed, medi-

! Piali, the Admiral, and perhaps more formidable than
Mustapha.
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cines all gone; that however Giaours were too ob-
stinate ever to surrender, so that the only way was
to exterminate them all, and take care they get no
further succour.

True or false, what cared the pashas? But
they told it to their troops to encourage them.
The two in spite of former disagreements, agreed
again against the Christians. Mustapha undertak-
ing St. Michael with Senglea, and Piali, Borgo—
dividing their efforts for the second assault before
dawn on Tuesday, August 7th.

Then amongst several others fell regretted by all
Christendom one of the rarest and most able cap-
tains in the whole Spanish army. But both Mus-
tapha’s assault and Piali’s, though exceeding bloody,
were unsuccessful.!

Our cavalry from Citta Vecchia made a diversion
on the enemy’s rear; and after one more tremen-
dous struggle, in which every grade, order, con-
dition, and each sex exerted themselves herocially,
the day was won. As soon as all was quiet, the
grand master hastened to the church to hear Te
Deum sung for our new victory. To cull an indi-
vidual from the vast number of infidels then slain,
probably the worthiest and best-conducted person
in Islam, to say a great deal, was the Bey of

! Bosio: par. ii. 629.



92 THE HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF  [BOOK Iv.

Rhodes, as remarkable for acuteness of intellect and
valour as for goodness.! More horrible and mortal
still, were the attacks and batteries of the Turks
the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th of August; perhaps
from some intelligence that Toledo was coming, and
to reduce the defence to cinders previous to his
arrival. However that might be, the firing on the
Castille post began to lessen its severity on the 17th,
whence ours suspected a mine, as was indeed dis-
covered; so we made a countermine. Mustapha
reflecting that summer was nearly over, that he
had lost so many men killed or wounded, that no
succour was coming from 'Constantinople for him,
while that for the Christians was to appear every
moment ; having learned from his two spies that
same morning, that at the port of Saragossa in
Sicily, were thirty-six ships, a hundred and thirty
six galleys at Messina, with above ten thousand
infantry in the King of Spain’s pay, awaiting ad-
ditional troops from Italy; and that Toledo
was quite prepared to sail himself against
the Turkish forces in Malta—that St. Elmo had
cost him so dear—that St. Michael's and Borgo
were not yet taken, and the siege of St. Angelo not
even commenced, he had a long consultation with
Piali and others of his captains; when the deter-

1 Bosio : par. iii. 630.
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mination, as a last and only remedy, to finish the
whole affair, was taken, to recur to three or four
general assaults, not separately, but continuously;
the most impetuous and terrible they possibly could,
with the firm resolution to storm, and always re-
place the stormers with fresh ones; changing them
. and refreshing by turns, in such a manner that
one-half of the army was always at rest, while the
other half was at the combat; so that, without
once ceasing, they should oblige the besieged to be
always in the extreme of labours and dangers,
without one single instant of repose, or for meals.
Most clearly it follows, that, having ceaselessly to
defend those feeble ramparts against an onset so
interminable and furious, without ever changing,
or having quiet, food, or sleep—flesh in the long
run not being able to resist steel—they must, at
last, be consumed away by that intolerable fatigue
and those prolonged vigils—extenuated by famine,
they could not but fall, particularly with Turkish
artilleryand their unequalled harquebussiers. “ Then
must every one of the Giaours be slain. Even
already the breaches are ample and numerous, and
like an easy walk, or most smooth wide highway.
Then is there not the glory! And I the Pasha,
promise you a great recompense!” So cried
Mustapha, and after many feints and stratagems,
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to intimidate us and ours, an immensity of Moslems
covering all Scheb-Erras, marched down to the sea- .
side; sure sign the assaults were at hand. The
whole night was devoted, by the grand master, to
visiting all his posts ; yet the next day had nearly
passed, when suddenly an attack was made on the
post of Castille ; and a huge red banner on a golden-
headed pole, with a horse-tail flying at its end, was
planted on its bastion, that most people thought
Borgo taken; but not at all. The grand master,
unarmed, and talking in the square, quietly took
his helmet from his page, and putting it on his }
head, advanced thither with a lance that some one
put in his hand. Nothing could stop him; not
even the revered prayers of one of the chief dig-
nitaries of his order. And hastening to the bastion,
where seven soldiers had just been slain by one
cannon ball, he placed himself among the pikemen,
at the breach, just like a private; and seemed to
think on nothing but doing his duty as such.!

And the urgency gone, he established his resi-
dence at that bastion, nor were any intercessions
of his knights, repeating Toledo’s maxim, able to
change his continuing there for the rest of the siege,
declaring no other spot so especially becoming him,
and that he much preferred a death honour, in com-

1 Bosio: par. iii. 638.
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pany of his own dear knights. Then no doubt it
became our habitual usage to sleep armed on the
parapets.

The Turks encountering so desperate a resistance,
could not be induced the whole of the next night to
attack us anew. But at dawn, the pasha having
hung out the signal for assault general, his army
rushed forward with three shouts, the loudest ever
heard. Not to me only (says Bosio), but also to
the best writer in the world, it would be impossible
to relate properly the many heroic deeds in that
day and the two following! nor of any one in par-
ticular, but of every one who fought there on those
days, the same may be truly said, and deeds of
superhuman heroism are to be ascribed to every
one of them ; nor is that asserted on any other au-
thority than the very highest. Five similar assaults
were given to St. Michael’s, with similar results.
Proclamation was made next, that the sack of the
whole city and all it contained were all allotted to
the troops by the Grand Seignior’s orders, reserving
nothing to himself, with the sole exception of the
grand master’s person.'

These continuous assaults made many think the
pashas had determined a universal massacre, as at
St. Elmo; yet even with that belief, only two of

1 Bosio: par. iil. 646.
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the multitude of Christians, one an assistant gunner,
and the other a Greek sailor—so neither of them
even private soldiers, but of a still lower class—
deserted at that solemn moment to save their vile
lives. Finally Mustapha, seeing the unconquerable
spirit, and that even women and children fought
like stout men, yet fearing to'return to Constan-
tinople without accomplishing what Solyman had
ordered, resolved to stay the whole winter, and
starve the besieged out.

To this Piali would not consent, but openly
protested he would return home with his fleet,
before the bad season came on and would take all
the marines, and recall them from the land force,
for that for them he was responsible, which some
impute to jealousy.! - Notwithstanding internal
agitation, which he only revealed to a few friendly
advisers, Mustapha assumed a smiling face, and
mounting his horse, assured his ‘troops they had
only to continue the assault for the next night and
day, and that the worn-out Giaours could not but
yield; to which the Spahis and Janissaries replied
they were fatigued, and that it was clearly the will
of God Malta should not be taken by the Turk.
On which, Emirs, Dervishes, Moolahs, and Moors,
asked to have the honour of leading next morn-

! Bosio: par..iii. 647.
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ing’s storm; to enter the restive city or die for
their faith. Then Spahis and Janissaries ashamed
reclaimed their rightful place. But Mustapha only
allowed it in half; and that companies of both
parties should storm together, and relays of both be
prepared to repose in their turn.

The grand master went to the infirmary, where
summoning into the hall of arms all the wounded
who could move from their beds, said, “ Although
I too am severely wounded, yet I contrive to con-
tinue my duty (instead of calling medical aid, which
I sadly want), in my concern for the common bene-
fit and the greatness of the need. Other valiant
knights and soldiers do the same, and remain on
guard on the parapet, though they are almost all
wounded men, and none but are fatigued in the ex-
treme and deprived of the greater part of their
bodily strength; but nevertheless stand uncon-
quered in mind and full of vigour. For plainly do
they see that things are at a crisis; when it is better
to end life valiantly fighting with arms in their
hands (in which consists their only hope of safety
in this world) than basely wait to be massacred in
hospitals or houses, or undergo torments from most
" cruel barbarians firmly resolved not to spare a
single soul of them.” '

And enough were these few words, which pene-
VOL. IV. H
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trated like sharp dartsinto every one; and drawing
power from their very weakness, none remained
in the hospital except those already in the final
agony. In arms the wounded human beings
hurried to the ramparts, where who could, fought;
and who could not fight, there assisted the combat-
ants. On that day was shot an arrow from the
Turkish line to ours with a’scroll containing nothing
but Thursday; which carried to the grand master,
he recognised as from one of his spies signifying
the foe had determined to give one or two other
storms, and then depart.' Fact is, the next assault
general ensued at dawn on Tuesday, perbaps
fiercer than- any preceding, and it lasted longer in
two relays until night, that is twelve hours without
an instant interval; and so thick the smoke that
they could scarcely distinguish each other. Women
and children absolutely showed most astonishing
and little short of peerless ability. By the good-
ness of God, Mustapha neither by threats nor pro-
mises c¢ould engage his army to a new assault.
So there were different snatches of comparative
quiet, and the grand master wrote to Toledo com-
plaining of the delay of succours; that all his
knights could do was to die in that defence, and
that there was too much languor in a matter of

1 Bosio: par. iii. 648.
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such importance. And the Tarks found they had
lost eighteen thousand of theit choicest and bravest
men. And now the Moslem s¢ope was to shut up
the port entirely by a great many beams of timber
Joined to each other; which pleased the grand
master, since it disclosed they did not know his
hopes of immediate succour, and meant to conquer
the ialand first.

The conflux of adventurers of all nations and of
two hundred and fifty knights of the order, who
had met at Messina, engaged Toledo to move to the
succour of Malta at last; after being told by one
of those knights that if he left his brethren with-
out aid, and that they perished, it would be & great
shame for both him and his royal master, and &
mighty loss to the whole of Christendom. Was this
ill-will in Toledo? Certainly not! Sin¢e many
of his family had been in the order, and recently his
best beloved son had beenkilled during this very siege ;
and he missed no good opportunity of expressing
his gratitude to Valetta for procuring his being
nominated viceroy, as well as captain general of the
imperial fleet. But he was extremely cautious and
fearful of squandering the lives of the troope en-
trusted to him. So in the three or four days next
following the 20th of August, he embarked what is

ealled the Third. Knights of Provence 29.
HZ
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Knights of Auvergne 37.' Id. of France 42.?
Id. of Italy 60.> Id. of Arragon 56.* Id. of
Casille 22.° Id. of Germany 2. Knights of St.
Stephen 40. The Italian adventurers under the
most illustrious noblemen, Corgna, the two
Colonna, Vitelli, Sforza, Palavicino, Rangone,
Gonzaga, Peschara, Rocca, Pio, Pallavuini 531.°

Spanish adventurers under Cardenas, Cefuentes,
Guznan, Granuella 104.” Other Italian and French
18. Other Spaniards 70. '

To the above several must be added to make
them as said, eighteen hundred.

Spanish regular troops, five thousand; Italian
ditto, one thousand seven hundred; so that in all
eight thousand five hundred were the body with
which Toledo sailed for Malta on the 25th of
August.’ .

* 1 Of whom a Grammont, ID’Aubusson, Beauregard.
. 3 Lions, Boutillier, Beloy, De la Fontaine, Vieux Ponts,
Damas, Neuville. A
-3 (onzaga, Orsino, Rovero, Grimaldi, Spina, Lomellino,
Rocca, Brusca, Malaspina, Alliata, Carmignano, Del Pozzo,
Villa, Carretto, Cenami, Valperga, Tapparello, Pucci, Castiglione,
Serra.

4 Toledo, Sano, Mugnoz, Cabrera.
- 5 Guzman, Henriquez, Lara, Avila.

8 Savorgnano, Serbelloni, D’ Appiano, Gambacorta.

7 Rosalez, Solo, Gomez, Zapata, De la Cerda, Benavides,
Lanoy, Cogny.
8 Padilla, Molo,Guimeran, Salazar, Aranguela, Ruys, D’Eredia,
Vivez, Navarro.

9 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxxi. 668.
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In ‘the meantime, without precisely assaults
general, the cannonade and mining went on as
‘before, at Borgo. The breaking of the weather
induced hopes in the Maltese that the Turks would
sail away. And now the Post of Castille had be-
come so little tenable, that the grand master was
warmly conjured by his knights to retire into St.
Michael’s with the order’s archives, and the
account books of the treasury; but he positively
forbade any such request again, for that he would
live or die on that post of Castille. And to end the
question, ordered most of the forces in that for-
tress to leave it, and come to join him where he
was, and then had the wooden drawbridge between
it and Borgo sawed asunder; thus extinguishing
all possibility of getting into the former, reputed
one of his noblest actions.'

Mustapha is said to have published in his army
that the Grand Seignior had instructed him to
winter at Malta, if he could not take it earlier;
whence the Janissaries and their companions,
apprehensive of having to abide so long on that
sterile rock, determined to storm obstinate Borgo;
as they did most resolutely during three hours,
but were at last driven back with universal
scorn. And then it was that poor De la Cerda,

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxxii. 675.
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who had sustained some blemish for quitting St.
Elmo, but now conducting himself heroically,
received that bad wound, of which he died, after
lingering in torments for ten days in the hospital.’

Mustapha, hearing firing in the direction of
Citta Vecchia, decided on doing what the late
Dragut had said he should have done from the
first; and as it had been represented untenable, and
would not require more than a coup de main, he
promised the Janissaries they might sack it, and
keep all the persons in it as slaves for themselves;
which pleased that terrible corps much.

He marched with four thousand infantry the
last of August, leaving to Piali the continuation
of the siege of St. Michael's and Borgo. The
four thousand were almost all Janissaries, along
with a quantity of stakes, and engineers and their
tools, and about thirty horse; and after having
reconnoitred Citta Vecchia within cannon-shot,
he surrounded it. But Mesquitez, the governor,
making not only his soldiery, but also a number
of useless people go to the ramparts with firelocks,
caused the place to appear mueh better garrisoned
than it really was. So Mustapha thought better
of the matter; and retiring to sup and pass the
night at the grand master’s house at Boschetto,

! Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxxii. 680.
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went back next morning to his former camp, where
he found Piali had pitched his own tent, exactly
facing the post of Auvergne.'

On the 4th of September appeared Toledo's fleet
off Gozo, and began landing his troops on the
island of Malta.? Yet had that beginning but a
delusive aspect to the Christians; who considered it
little better than idle talk, when he sailed, they
thought, back to Sicily. However, even his
appearance had been favourable to us in this, that
it forced Mustapha to give up the assault general
he had projected, on the basis of the unwillingness
of the Turks to winter in Malta; it cowing them to
that degree, that they allowed a small party to
venture a sortie, and burn the principal of their
besieging machines. Yet replete with persuasion,
that his return to Constantinople without having
taken Malta, would incur his master’s merciless
indignation, he rather than face the likes, preferred
any other imminent and manifest danger of
perishing where he was.

Not so the other pasha, who desired ardently to
get back with the fleet whole and healthy,® believing
Solyman a reasonable man, who as a statesman

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxxii. 684.
2 Id: id., id. 685.
$ Id.: id, @ id 687.
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could not but prefer saving his fleet and army after
such mighty efforts ; when remained but provisions
for twenty-five days and neither artillery nor am-
munition for the siege of St. Angelo, even if they
had taken Borgo and St. Michael’s; so it was con-
cluded to expend an extreme effort in storming the
ramparts once more with utmost vigour; and then,
whether successful or not, at all events go home;
for that in the one case they would return with
glory, though they did not take St. Angelo; and
in the other they would have done all that man
can do, his best; and so neither have merited, nor
should undergo punishment. Again did several
of the Janissaries openly assure Mustapha it was
certain Allah chose they should not take Malta.!

Nor were the Christians deficient in preparing
for resistance, not only with courage, but with
pride that Malta should have sufficed without suc-
cour from Toledo or any one else; relying on
themselves alone.

Andrea Doria, arriving from his cruise, learned
with surprise and vexation that succour was not as
yet landed. So at length on the 7th of September
it was disembarked in the island of Malta at that
part called Tremeca, over against Gozo. Yet was
it neither twelve nor ten thousand men, but what

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxxii. 688
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some reduce to eight thousand and three hundred.!
Toledo after seeing it forwards about a mile, and
having promised it a re-inforcement of five or six
thousand foot, to be brought by himself in that
same fleet within five or six days, retired on board,
and straight for Sicily.

Two hours before dawn at the tinkling of a bell,
“ Ho Paynims, come on!” from our impatient wall
shouted the already risen Christians—not one of
whom was aware of the landing of the succour, and
that it was marching towards them.

Full of mental energy and confidence at this to
be the last ussault, they lined the ramparts with
utmost heroism; and even the lowest class threw
stones towards the enemy, on whom they poured
execrations and defiance. But of the infidels none
were advancing, although now it was clear dawn.
Christians thought they overheard Turkish whis-
pers about what some interpretations referred to
dissensions between the two pashas, and others be-
-tween Spahis and Janissaries, as to which should
head the storming party, and many to complaints
regarding our fortifications being better manned
than ever. And behold, to the excessive wonder
of ours (it was now sunrise or later) the Turks,
emerging and defiling from beneath our walls, be-

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxxii. 690.
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gan retreating, Not one of us divined the truth.
Whether Piali’s small craft had brought him in-
telligence of the Spanish succours ; or that nothing
certain had arrived, but only an uncertain rumour
slid around; fact is, Mustapha commenced suspect-
ing what really occurred opposite Gozo, and his
troops instead of mounting to the assault, took
quite a contrary direction.! However a mistake in
the signals prevented the grand master from know-
ing of any disembarkment in any part of the island,
and left him still more ignorant than the rest. Un-
til within half an hour of noon, he dishelieved all
such reports as idle fables. Nor even was quite
persuaded although he headed the people to thank
God, and had all the church bells ring 3 merry
peal, after a silence of three months; but no
salutes of cannon, seeing little gunpowderremained.
-As soon as it was sure that the Spanish army had
landed, the Turks determined to profit of that night
to embark their artillery and burn their camp.
And one of them pondering on the miraculaus de-
fence, and the ignominious sequel, concluded that
the Christian faith was much better; so with a re-
solve to be Christianized, deserted to Borgo before
light, and announced that the Mahometans had em-

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxxiii. 693.
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barked and sailed off. And he was veracious as to
the greater part ; but a few lingered yet, amongst
whom Mustapha himself, and ventured some inef-
fectual attempts, At length the grand master wrote
an announcement of his victory to the Pope, and
through him to all Christendom, dated September
11th. That letter still exists to tell its own story,
and shall be in the Appendix.! Toledo would have
everything to be attributed to his succours.
The Maltese, with proper pride, to their own efforts,
and that the cause was won.prior to the Spaniard’s
arrival. It was the demon of ill, who was at his
function, disseminating dissension.? But finally
the whole remaining Moslem force, quite dispirited,
made sail back for the Levant, on the 20th of Sep-
tember..-

Toledo came at last to Malta, and the grand master
went down to the beach to meet him; and there
those two renowned captains cordially shook hands,
which softened the bystanders to tears. And the
grand master gave a splendid supper to the viceroy
and all his officers; and after it he and Valetta
spent most part of the night in consulting whether
it were better to pursue the Turkish fleet or under-
take the siege of Tripoli in Barbary—but finally

! Appendix, ccxxx.
* Bosio: par. iii,, lib. xxxiii. 704.
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decided for the last. So in that direction Toledo
sailed with the greater part of the Third.!

Yet very grave must have been Valetta’s thoughts,
when given leisure to collect them; for he saw but
ruins all around, and an uninhabited waste, where
a populous island had lately stood, and his order
reduced desperately. A plan occupied his intellect,
and appeared the only way to put down that ter-
rible despotic power; by depriving it of the means of
making a similar invasion any more. Yet the de-
struction of the arsenal shall not be attempted in his
life-time! If any effect it ever! Borgo was then
changed into Vittoriosa, its present name. About
nine thousand of the victors were killed at Malta.
Yet of the knights here is an abstract. In Bosio are
the names : Provence, 18; Auvergne, 4; France, 21;
Italy, 50; Arragon, 14; Germany, 4; Castille, 18.

These are the victims registered in the Order’s
Church, and for whose souls anniversaries are so-
lemnized. If included in the nine thousand, how
small a fraction of it they make! But they were
not other than the superior officers of their hired and
volunteer troops, as often observed. Besides in the re-
gisters are onlythe downright and immediately slain,
or those,whose mortal wounds produced death during
the siege; and not even all of these. In no list are

1 Bosio : par. iii., lib. xxxiii. 707.
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given the (however grievously) wounded and
maimed for life.

When Solyman received the despatch of the two
pashas he let it fall, as thunderstruck with asto-
nishment, and exclaimed, “Itis only in my own
hand that my sword is invincible!” The despatch
rated the Turkish loss at thirty thousand men.'

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxxiii. 714,
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CHAPTER 1V.

As Innocent VIIIL. to D’Aubusson, so Pius IV.
offered the cardinalship to Valetta, yet with more
‘delicacy leaving him a choice, by consulting him
beforehand, of which he availed himself and refused ;
extremely courteously of course, supplicating it
should be rather given to his brother, a true eccle-
siastic, then Bishop of Vabres; whereas he himself
had grown old in the profession of arms. ¢ Very
different from the holy spotless life of my brother,
who has all which qualifies for that sacerdotal
elevation.” But it was too late—Pius IV.
could no longer confer anything in the
world, for he died on the 9th of December, 1565 ;!

1566

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib, xxxiii. 720.
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and it was now in 1566, the 5th of January, as is the
date of the instructions Valetta gave to his ambas-
sador at the Court of Spain: “ That he should ask
his majesty for a garrison for Malta, that other-
wise the order would be obliged to give it back to
him; of which, if he approve, then to beg him to
assign a spot to which we might remove. To
fortify Malta would be absolutely necessary, in case
we are to remain there. The knights are quite
ready to spend their lives, and all their worldly
means, but if the whole be not enough, what more
can they do. Others must do the rest, if done it
should be. And, in returning through France,
repeat to its monarch all that you will have said to
him of Spain; and, besides, that if his Catholic
Majesty do not, then it will be for all the Christian
princes in Europe to resolve. That, to keep Malta
will require an established force of fifteen or twenty
thousand men; which the order makes known in
this perplexity and confusion, that if the Moslem
fleets come back, it may not be imputed to us, if
the island be lost. That, with three thousand of
our most excellent hired troops, and our body of
knights, we will undertake to keep and fortify St.
Angelo, St. Elmo, and Citta Veochia, which is more
than can reasonably be expected from so small a
commonwealth. That, much above its force, is
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the being responsible for the entire island, which,
however it will try to defend; but without the
slightest hope of success, and we now protest as
" much, in anticipation, for the purpose of discul-
pating ourselves to the Almighty, in every event,
and in the eyes of the world! Iand my com-
panions, we shall have done our very utmost.”

To repair St. Elmo, alone, the engineer declared
the labour of four thousand workmen for four
months would be requisite; and that even so, it
would be always liable to being taken again, from
its narrowness; a natural imperfection, not to be
remedied, “and therefore it is my opinion, it is far
better to fortify the whole mountain, on an angle
of which St. Elmo stands; otherwise the present
situation will require twelve thousand foot, and
two hundred light cavalry.” And more to urge
the chill tardy conclusions of the Spanish - council,
a circular to all the order’s priors, cited to Malta
everyknight, and commanderand servant-at-arms, to
present themselves armed, accoutred, and equipped,
not later than the end of next April, under the
same date of January 5th, 1566.

But, on the 10th of the following February, met
the chapter wherein the English language, under
Sir Oliver Starkey, as Lieutenant of the Turcopolier,

1 Bosio : par. iii., lib. xxxiv. 725.
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had to be represented by a French knight, in the
absence of any English one.!

A law, by this meeting, that every knight taken
by the infidels, and enslaved, should preserve his
station amongst the knights during his slavery, and
this be as favourable to his promotion as if spent on
actual service, at the order’s head-quarters, was
surely in clear contradiction to both the words and
the spirit of the old rule; that a knight made
prisoner, and a knight dead, were one and the same
thing, of which are to be found various instances
in their brightest period. Yet high minded and rare
bravery were the Hospitallers still t6 show, nor did
it not encounter this of opposition, that for the nine
knights at St. Elmo, since all too severely suffering
from their bad wounds, for their consent to be either
asked or given, it would be only just to make an
exceptionable clause; but that a universal law were
no compliment to them, and to it may be demurred
on the best grounds.?

Only some months, and the succeeding Pope, in
the name of Christendom, sent to exhort Valetta to
set about creating his new city; and it having been
observed that many decrees of the Council of Trent

! Bosio: par. iii.,, lib. xxxiv. 728.
2 Id.: id, id. xxxv. 730.

VOL. IV. I



114 THE HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF [BoOK Iv.

were irreconcileable with the order’s privileges, his
Holiness notwithstanding confirmed said privileges,
only adding a clause to his confirmatory brief.'

Then returned the grand master and ambassador
from Madrid, with a letter bidding Toledo pay the
order two thousand crowns’ worth of provisions and
ammunitions, and a thousand other crowns for a
much larger debt due to it by Spain several years.
Yet were such petty matters soon drowned by what
went through all the Levant, that Constantinople
was preparing a second invasion of Malta; which
hostile rumour at length alarmed the better class
of the Maltese to that degree, that they began
selling their things to remove their wives and chil-
dren to Sicily; preferring the most disastrous exile
to the horrors of last year. And willingly the
grand master gave them leave, to unload himself of
so many mouths—of slender utility in war. Hence
those Sicilian ports became colonies of Greeks,
Rhodians, Maltese.?

On the 14th of March began the building of the
new city of Valetta, by laying the foundations with
many religious ceremonies. But there was, besides
the map, a model of it in wax laid before several of

1 Bosio : par. iii., lib. xxxv. 737.
3 Id.: id., id. 738.



'CHAP. 11} ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 115

the most experienced engineers in Christendom.'
And another very consolatory brief came from
Rome, conjuring Valetta not to put into execution
his threat of leaving Malta, and going to abide in
Sicily; “ But rather remain, dearest child, in the
fortress where you have already won immortal
praise and glory throughout every land. The suc-
cours of his Catholic Majesty cannot be wanting,
for therein is interested not only his fame, but the
very safety of his own dominions. Nor ours; for
we would be ready to spill our blood for loveof our
Redeemer and the benefit of this Christian republic.
Above all, the Eternal will succour you,even He who
so evidently saved thee last year. Nor will be
wanting His supernal aid to your knights and
soldiers. . . All religious and faithful Chris-
tians listening to our invitation, will invoke a
blessing on you. We instantly will write to the
King of Spain and Sicily,” dated Rome, at St.
Peter’s, under the fisherman’s ring, 22nd March,
1566. Nor is to be forgotten the present by the
Spanish monarch immediately after the siege, in
testimony of his extraordinary ability and valour—
a sword and dagger, both of which had hilts of the
purest massive gold, beautifully chiselled, and of
immense value.?

2 Id.: id, id. 767.
12

1 Bosio : par. iii., lib. xxxv. 741.
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It was at this time that among several French
youths, volunteers for the Turkish war, came Vig-
pacourt to Malta, and shortly afterwards entered the
order ;and in process of years was to become its chief.
Nor was Toledo any longer tardy ; but transmitted
five thousand Spanish and three thousand German foot
—to be commanded by Valetta, * with as full autho-
rity as if he were my own person,” were the words of
theKing of Spain; which forces added to the knights,
and their hired troops and some corps of Maltese,
made in all eighteen thousand infantry and three
hundred cavalry—a body quite sufficient to face
whatever Turkey could convey to Malta.’

But the Moslem fleet, instead of attacking that
island, sailed up the Adriatic, and entering the
port of Venice in a friendly way to refresh, vomited
its ill-humour in a hostile demonstration on poor
little Ragusa, and in cannonading some of the
imperial towns along the coast of Dalmatia. ?

Meantime the grand master took delight in super-
intending the construction of his new city—for the
working at which on all festivals (even Sundays
included) there was a Papal dispensation, so urgent
did it seem to all Christendom. The hod-bearers to
assist the masons amounting to eight thousand; and

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxxvi. 770.
2 Id.: id., id. xxxvii. 773.
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inhabitants of other countries will certainly smile
at the solemnity with which the historian Bosio:
speaks of the discovery of a little spring of fresh
water in cutting the rock—spring of no greater
dimensions than a man’s thumb. But people who
have ever been there, will be nowise surprised ; con-
sidering its aridity even now.

On the 22nd September, 1566, Selim ascended
the Ottoman throne, his father having died in Hun-
gary, of which new sultan tidings reached Malta
on October 2nd, and were forwarded to Rome and
Vienna, whowere ignorant of the fact(much more the
other Christian capitals) except, what is worse, that

the imperial ambassador at Venice had written to his.
master that there was a similar vague rumour—

not to betraced to any good source. SoMalta
at that time was the direct road for Levant
news to get to Europe; and it was Europe rather
than any one else, that first named the nascent
town Valetta. It was the interest and care of all
nations. All nations laboured to build it. It was
considered from the beginning as much theirs, as
the islanders'—a cosmopolitan city—the only one of
that kind that perhaps. ever existed from the foun-
dations. The property of all the civilized people in
the world a thousand times more than of the, how-
ever faithful, natives.!

1565

1 Bosio : par. iii., xxxlib. vii. 788.



118 THE HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF  [pooK Iv.

Selim was then forty-three, and being addicted
to wine, women, and all luxurious habits, was no
valiant warrior like Solyman (the better for Chris-
tendom), nor an irreconcileable enemy of the sacred,
most illustrious Hospitallers. But no event dis-
tracted the grand master from his usual most dili-
gent assiduity respecting the growing city. Never-
theless, not unmentioned must be the assassination
of his private secretary, a renowned knight, by a
bullet, in the dark, within a few paces of the
palace, as he was returning to his house, to the deep
vexation and grief of Valetta; who made many un-
availing attempts to discover the murderer, whose
harquebuss indeed remained on the spot, but led
to nothing, being filed over with such care that it
could not possibly be identified. Not but Valetta
had to attend to all the order’s concerns, as well as
to an agreement still extant, and then made with a
corps of hired soldiers; where are observable :—
1st. That the order kept usually three thousand of
such; 2nd. That they had what would be enormous
pay at present—forty dollars a-month each —which
included sub-officers to be sure, and perhaps some
of the very lowest officers likewise; but the rest
and all the superior officers being Hospitallers, cost
nothing. Even the superior officers of whatever
allies marched with him, were generally in the same
category, and, as Hospitallers, cost nothing.
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The very ground on which Valetta was built
was bought from the Maltese, and paid to them by
the knights; in which sense also it has a right to
be called a cosmopolitan city, and belonged much
more to all Christians than to a nation, who had
scarcely ever a single member in the order. The
first name given to it by the knights was Humblest.
And to assimilate themselves in some degree, exte-
riorly at least, a bye-law condemned them for the
future to wear plain black; except in uniform and
during campaigns. And that chapter met certainly
in the Aumblest of halls—two temporary wooden
huts, which the grand master had erected to defend
himself and chanceryfromsunand rain,that hemight
be near the buildings, few of them, as yet, covered
in. However, it was there he received an ambas-
sador, sent expressly by the French King to ask the
grand cross for his brother, the Duke of Angou-
leme ; who professed, with the hope of oneday becom-
ing Prior of the Language of France.'

But Selim, however unwarlike himself, headed
a nation that loved war with the Christian; so pre-
pared an expedition against Malta. And 1567
it being now the winter of 1567, the grand
master was persuaded the threatened siege would
take place next spring; so sent a citation to every

} Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxxvii. 793.
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knight and servant-at-arms, not generally to the
priors, but also to each individual separately, to
hasten to join his language at Malta. And a
Neapolitan nobleman—Signor Carlo Spinelli, Prince
of Cariati and Duke of Semmara—on learning the
grand master’s urgency, and that the order was
using every exertion to be ready to face the
Turkish invasion, to provide him with that nerve of
war, money—heroic generosity—sent a gentleman
to Malta most affectionately to beg Valetta’s accept-
ance of one hundred thousand crowns; or rather a
security on his whole estates for that sum, for the
merchants to cash in any way the order wished;
and the agent presented to him the appropriate
deed legally, with all the due formalities, with the
duke’s seal and signature—piece which Bosio gives
in full, dated 17th December, 1567. And as frankly
as it was offered, was it accepted by the grand
master and council; and they had the fact regis-
tered regularly on their books, without making
use of it however. And hearing it was the Moslem’s
intention to stop first at Gozo, Valetta went thither
on February 8th, 1568, and remained there six
days.!

Yet soon ceased every doubt respecting the Ma-
hometan fleet, whose intention was not to make any

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxxviii. 808.
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real attack eithef’on Malta or any Christian state;
but clearly only to disturb all Christendom.

To this period the interference belongs which
renders the town of Valetta so unsightly, with stairs,
88 necessary as numerous from its standing on such
different levels; but the idea was to have the whole
city on one level, and the rock was to be cut far
more down in a platform large enough to contain
all the streets and houses; but that menace of a
Turkish invasion caused the work to be left half
undone—content with having the grand master’s
palace, St. John’s, and the Languages, and the chief
commander’s house on a level, and the other habi-
tations were built as they could; which probably
at first was intended for only a temporary expe-
dient ; but the building once broken off, was never
taken up again. And indeed a radical change and
return to the primitive design became very difficult,
from the foundations; if not quite impossible, and.
every year got worse and worse. Had the original
plan been adhered to, and the rock cut down as far
as was intended, the town would have been much
more commodious and beautiful, and the batteries
much stronger—however strong they be at
present. In July,1568, Valetta, very jealous
of his new city, had several precautions taken.
Also he wrote the Pope a sharp remonstrance at so
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many of the order’s privileges bei:g broken by the
Papacy; particularly in giving away dignities that
ought to go to the impoverished knights, who had
faced death with such surpassing gallantry, and
endured such fearful wounds, for the defence of
Christendom—and this return ensued before the
perspiration was well rubbed from their blood-
stained fronts, or their wounds were entirely closed.*

In some brief dream of hope, or momentary
resurrection of the English Language—how, is not
quite apparent —but a Sir Richard Shelley is some-
what suddenly mentioned by Bosio as Prior of
England;* though it be decidedly affirmed, that
Weston was the last of our priors up to the disso-
lution of the monasteries.

The English Language fell then of inanition;
and though some melancholy bystanders, and even
doctors, retouched its pulse, and considering life
not wholly gone, may have essayed a palliative,
yet has it ever really lifted up its head since?
Parties notwithstanding, in this all Englishmen
will perhaps agree that it was not quite generous
to hurl destruction on a body that had for ages
been a glory to their country, and to whom all
Christendom ‘owed so much. If all be innocent

1 Bosio: par. iii., lib. xxxviii. 815.
+ Id:  id, id. 817.
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till proved guilty, these were not even accused ;
why then confiscate their property? But that was
over long since. Regret is now as vain as defama-
tion. Yet he, who does not take it upon him to blame
those times may lament their severity—which, if
not necessary, was extremely unjust. But quietly
in his closet, he ought not to forget that the states-
men of that age were exposed to thousands of
difficulties, and a thousand hostile passions.

But on the evening of the 21st of August, 1568,
Valetta could no longer brook what passes away
with time, yet survived a stroke of apoplexy for
about an hour, and even uttered, ‘“Oh, my God,
send me one of thy blessed angels to assist me in
this extremity!” And the pious prayer was indeed
heard—but thus, that instantly he left the shadow
of pain. In his attached household it had been
considered ominous that, one by one in the three
days preceding his death, his three favourite animals
had died—a falcon, presented to him by the King
of France in allusion to that bird’s being the crest of
the Valetta house; his pet ruby-coloured parrot,
that at a-distance might be mistaken for a miracu-
lously large ruby; and his tame lioness, so tame (at
least towards him) that she used to sleep in his
bed-room at full liberty.

‘Neither at his funeral, nor his successor’s elec-
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tion, any other Englishman than Sir Oliver Starkey
appearing, the English Language had to be repre-
sented by a foreign knight.

One or two days after, Sir Peter del Monte took
the usual coronation oath:—I swear solemnly, in
the Divine presence, to observe the established and
good ancient usages of our order, and to act in all
state affairs by the advice of the members of the
council. So help me, God!!

On the 25th of the same month he ordered the
late grand master’s corpse to be carried into the
new city founded by him, and buried there as he
had prescribed. To his epitaph were added, and
cut on the tombstone, some Latin verses: composed
on the occasion by Sir Oliver Starkey, a good
scholar, then Lieutenant to the Turcopolier, and
afterwards Bailiff of the Eagle.?

Del Monte had distinguished himself as head of
the Italian Language during the siege—then being
seventy. The order’s marshal having died in
France, his place was given to the Commander
John le Vesque de la Cassiere. Again was Sir
Oliver’s rather quaint Latinity put in retuisition,
and over one of the gates of the new city is still to
be.read.?

1 Bosio: par. iii. 822. ? Id. : par. iii. 825.
$ Id.: id. 828.—Appendix, ccxx.
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The celebrated Siziena in Spain, which had left
off its original dependence on the grand master
since above a century, returned to it by an oath
taken by its ambassador before the entire council of
Malta on the 17th of May, 1569, in eight 1569
articles, which being approved by the order,
those nuns obliged themselves to obedience and the
annual payment of a silver vase as feudal recogni-
tion.

Long had that nunnery existed with royal splen-
dour; and when Alphonso II., of Arragon, died, his
widow and their daughter retired thither, and took
the veil, as others of that sovereign line did after-
wards; and those ladies used to wear the white
cross on their left side, like the knights, and the
prioress on her chest. Nor were they founded
under the grand master Berengario, as said by
many generally—and not even by any grand master
at all—but one hundred and seventy years earlier,
and by another Berengario the order’s provisor
among the Spaniards, as is completely proved by
the document shown on that occasion. The nuns
were of all the royal and most illustrious houses—
not of Spain alone, but of all countries as well; nor
paid entrance or income, but were maintained
every one gratis. In choir they bore little silver
sceptres in memory of their august foundress, and
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had a particular prayer-book, which, when Bosio
wrote, was four hundred years old, and more.!

In 1569, Sir Oliver Starkey, promoted to the
Eagle—vain title in a vainer expectancy of the
English Language’s restoration — had the same
melancholy satisfaction of sitting as bailiff in the
chapter general without seeing any of his country-
men.? '

Some pretext never wanting, Selim claimed
Cyprus, and declared war on Venice, whose doge
wrote to the grand master; but Loredan dying
suddenly, his successor, Moncenigo, sent it on the
11th of May, 1570, begging his assistance. But
Del Monte, who had long wished to abdicate, yet
put it off while the Turks threatened Malta, now
that their vengeance turned towards the Queen of
the Adriatic, thought he might indulge his desire.
But the Pope wrote with his own hand to exhort
him to refrain; that it would be to go against
that Providence that assigned him that glorious
load; that he ought not to allow himself to be inti-
midated either by age or weakness; ‘on the con-
trary, become more animated the shorter the road
you have to travel; for He will not fail to give you
strength for whatever He ordains you to perform.

1 Bosio: par. iii. 837.
2 Id.: id. lib. xxxix. 842.
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Without Him not a leaf falls from the tree; so this
be your' prayer, not mine, but His will be done.
Remember, in the tribulation of the world, you
must not lose confidence, for He has said I have con-
quered the world. As to your death, it will happen
at the time assigned by Him.” Rome, 8th 1570
December, 1570.!

So good, aged Del Monte was consoled, and fol-
lowed the Papal advice, and remained and made
the whole order remove into the new city—deem-
ing it little less glory to give it a soul, by giving it
inhabitants, than to have built it. On the
early days of March, 1571, the general re-
moval was decreed; and on Sunday, the 18th, it
took place. Publicly did he declare that none
should have his benevolence who did not do every-
thing in their power to benefit Valetta—the name
coming into use instead of Humblest. And he
engaged his ewn nephew to build himself a fine
palace there, which the order subsequently bought to
be the magisterial residence. So where the English
governor now resides was erected by a private
knight for his own dwelling ; which gives us an idea
of what the knights' then were, and that it was a
vast advantage for a small spot to have them for
sovereigns. So persuaded was the Pope of the

1571

! Bosio: par. iii., lib. xl. 870.
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superiority of the Hospitallers’ galleys, that he writes
to thank the grand master for his promptitude in
sending them to join his own Papal squadron at
Messina—assuring him that it would not be the
least disagreeable to the King of Spain.'

It was a preparation for the great sea-fight of
the age—to take place a little better than four
months later. Certainly Lepanto was a defensive
battle, and gained all it aspired to—the saving of
Christendom. That was far from nothing; it was
everything. Fair are they who put the Christian
victory on a line with the Grecian Salamis, only on
a larger scale; for Lepanto saved not a single
country, but all the countries in Europe. The
description of the day is spirited in the Venetian
sketch,’ adding, that it ought not to have been
nearly silent about the Hospitallers; since Don
Juan of Austria, supreme leader there, was himself
a knight of our order, which took a great part in
that victory; indeed almost a greater than Venice
herself, as Contarini confesses, and likewise the
Venetian commander-in-chief, Morosini. Nor were
their praises from partiality, but an almost forced
echo of universal beholders. Don Juan, of Austria,
may be called no competent evidence, because sup-

! Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. cexviii.
? Fomily Library, Num. xxiii.



CHAP. IV.] ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 129

posed over favourable to his own order. But in
fact he only spoke like the others. He Knight of
Malta; they were both reciprocally worthy of each
other. No more, and the eulogium of both is per-
fect. It was on Sunday morning, the 7th of Octo-
ber, that the two fleets met in awful conflict two
hours after daylight—not on the 1st, as related by
some moderns. The original pieces still exist. You
have only to read them. The Capitana di Malta
was not in either wing, but No. 6 in the centre
of the line of battle.' Why leave out Contarini’s
words? ¢ The Prior of Messina, a Giustiniani,
Admiral of the Capitana di Malta, was so badly
wounded that he was all but killed!” Of known
valour, he saved the lives of several.? But
alas! the grand master, under whom so many
fine things happened, died on the 20th of January
in1572, as his gravestone shows;* and was succeeded
by that Cassiere, whose heroic feats on the coast of
Barbary have been noted. Leaving France in 1522
as a volunteer, on his way to the siege of Rhodes,

1572

1 Sansovino: Hist. dei Turchi, 480.—Impresa del Regno di
Cipro di G. P. Contarini ete.

3 Yet dreadful the carnage! Of the Christians were killed
seven thousand six hundred and fifty; and thirty thousand of
the Turks, writes Galucci, best authority on that subject.
Tentori : ix. 286.

3 Seb. Paoli: Serie, ii.

VOE. 1IV. K



130 THE HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF  [BOOK 1IV.

he then met L'Isle Adam at Messina, and received the
cross of profession at his hands; and he now had
risen to be Marshal of Auvergne when elevated to
the supreme dignity. About two years later is the
leave from Grand Master Cassiere to a knight who
had fought in the Turkish wars with distinction, to
live at the order’s expense even out of Malta, or
wherever he pleased. He had been in the Capitana

di Malta at Lepanto, and fought until he
1574

could no longer stand, and fell so desperately
wounded that he passed for dead; yet so recovered
that he lost but an arm, a leg,and an eye.! Alas!
what a state! Is that recovery? Howbeit, he
survived, and that there is slight' mention of Le-
panto in the Cod. Dipl. Geros. is a new proof of to
what glorious feats they were accustomed. For
them there had been many a Lepanto; and even
that renowned action was nothing new, nor of sur-
passing consequence.

But to one of the Barbary pair succeeds that other
—Verdale; and under this latter it was that Gre-
gory XIII. writes that, lest the ancient title of Tur-
copolier, distinctive of the head of the English Lan-
guage, from the very beginning, as a memorial of
all days, after having been so long pre-eminent over

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccxx.—Seb. Paoli: Osser-
vazioni. See Appendix ccxxvi.
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every other conventual dignity of the order, should
be at any time exposed to neglect or profanation, the
grand master is requested to assume it to himself,
and incorporate all its rights and privileges with
the grand-mastery unlimitedly ; until (if that desired
epoch ever arise) this lamentable secession come to
a close, the then grand master shall be quite able
to return the turcopoliership, without a single loss
or blemish; on the contrary with each iota de jure
of its antique advantages in no way deteriorated,
tarnished, clouded, but sedulously preserved like
a most precious jewel, deposited by a tender father,
in a secure treasury for his beloved child.!  With
whomsoever the idea originated, it was lofty, fine,
piteous. A regular document of this nature will
obtain the veneration, not only of the order, but
probably of all mankind.

Yet neither Cassiere nor Verdale shone as grand
masters; both were on unhappy terms with their
knights. The former, after having been a prisoner
in his own palace, was called to Rome; to which he
went, and had an honourableacquittal, but it broke
his heart and he died there; though his remains
being afterwards brought to Malta, we find his tomb
among those of the grand masters. Verdale appears

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccxxiv., dated the 9th of
June, 1582.
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also to have been a haughty, severe man, and had a
not dissimilar end.!

From a letter to the grand master in answer to a
petition from the monastery in the island of Pat-
mos is clear, 1st, that he exercised still a protecting
power in the Levant; 2nd, that where St. John the
Evangelist wrote the Apocalypse had belonged to
the order during its stay at Rhodes.? Undoubt-
edly it must have contributed to nourish self-esteem
highly, that the order obtained the highest praise
from the most venerated sources; nor was laudar: a
laudato wviro ever more exemplified than in their
case; and whoever collects the encomiums of the
Hospitallers, will form several huge volumes; and
strenuously is it repeated that theirs was then the
most useful of human institutions, and the small
spot where they resided ark and bulwark of Italy,
nay of the whole civilised world.?

- Verdale, however, also ended his sojourning in
1595, and was succeeded by Garzes,* who may not
have been extremely prudent; for I find Clement
VIII. complaining of discord at Malta, and attri-
buting them not to the Languages,which he seems to

! Seb. Paoli: Serie ii. 477.

2 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccxxxi.—Appendix, ccxxi.
3 Id., Id. cexxxii. Id., cexxii.
% Seb. Paoli : Serie, ii.
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regard as having been always in the order (whereas
they were an innovation that had caused discords
before, and might again), but to the form of electing
the grand master, which indeed remounts to Gerard

“himself; so the knights are desired to decide on a
new form of election. Now this was most ma-
nifestly to deprive them of all independence, and
extort openly what, if sought by other Popes, they
at least sought it under a cloak.! But the reply was
becoming, that in most humble accordance with the
Pontiff’s desire, the knights during eight months
had kept trying and trying without success, but
found every change for the worse; so that his Ho-
liness is besought to let them adhere to their olden
form, that had almost invariably worked excellently
and been so often confirmed by his holy predeces-
sors.?  The advice is dated 17th Sep., 1599; and
the answer signed by grand master and council,
July the 14th, 1600.

But on Garzes’ going to his mansion in Feb., 1601,
the choice fell on Wignacourt, a Frenchman, who in
his long reign of twenty-three years showed himself
an able and worthy sovereign.* A new proof how idly
superfluous was the idea of condemning the ancient

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. cexxxv.
3 Id., Id., Id. cexxxvi.—Appendix, ccxxiii.
3 Scb. Paoli : Serie, ii. 477.
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form of electing the grand masters; since two years
had scarce elapsed ere the same Pope had to write in
high praise of Wignacourt, as most zealous for the
usual discipline, and therefore animates him to
continue what he had so well begun.

In 1609 in November, that grand master wrote a
letter to the King of Persia offering him the order’s
alliance in a war against the Turk;' and the answer
of his Persian Majesty, translated from the ori-
ginal, preserved in the archives of Malta, shall be
given in the Appendix.? Which may have rendered
it the more advisable to cite to Malta all the knights
of his order in a circular of 15th of February, 1614.*

But,in 1622,aPapal letter, both lamenting Wigna-
court’s death, and congratulating his successor,
Vasconcellos, a Portuguese* who, however, reigned
for only about six months; and was succeeded by
1699 De Paul of Gascony,” and to sharpen his

sense of responmsibility, a generous descant
is rung on the glories of the order, and its valour,

which terrifies the barbarian, and is the shield of
Europe.°

Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccxlv.
Id., id., Id., ccl.—Appendix, ccxxiv.
Seb. Paoli: Oeservazioni, ii. 506.
Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. celvi.
Seb. Paoli: Serie, ii. 479.
Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. cclxiii, 17th of June, 1623.
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It seems Urban VIII. had recommended the
Franciscans of Holy Land to the grand master, in
general terms. But a letter from the Father
Guardian at Nazareth, on the strength of that
recommendation, asked him for four slaves—though
the proper term, at present, would be prisoners of
war—of whom the order must at all times have had
many, for the greater part employed to row their gal-
leys, and without similar unfortunates, there could
be no navies then. Yet, as the Father mentions
none in particular, they were probably for a pre-
sent to Constantinople. In whatever case, it was
a charitable deed.!

A reply of this grand master to a despatch from
the King of France, shows the meaning of the
latter,” coinciding with a note of the council to the
French Ambassador at Rome,® and another of the
same to the Prior of Thoulouse, which three
documents shall, in substance, be given together
in the Appendix. Other letters from the grand
master and council, to the emperor,’® to the King of
Spain,’ and to the King of France,’ supplicating

Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. cclxx.

1

2 Id,, Id.,, Id. cclxxvi.—Appendix ccxxv.
3 Id., Id., Id. ceclxxvii. 1d.

4 Id., Id, Id. celxxviii. Id.

5 Id,, Id., Id. -ceclxxxv.

6 Id, ., Id celxxxv.

Id., Id.,, Id. cclxxxvi.
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them to request the Pope to cease interfering with
the commanderies belonging to the Languages, but
permit them to follow their forms and usages, and
not dispense any favours regarding the same
—this wasin June,1625. That they obtained
what they wanted, and the expostulations of the
order’s ambassador, Imbroll, were at length attended
to, and that Rome prohibited its court of cardinals
and prelates to decide on matters appertaining to
the grand master and his council, but simply allowed
Papal ministers to take preliminary informations;
which only tended to render the decisions of the
order more respectable—we have a proof in another
diplomatic document.’

That the order lost two galleys, offers a fine
opportunity to its own Prior of Aquitayne to make
it a present of four thousand six hundred gold
crowns;? a new instance of the benevolence of its
members towards their common stock, very charac-
teristic, and highly laudable trait, which an historian
would be singularly inattentive to his duty not to
notice.

Another attempt of his Holiness, in 1627 —like
that of Clement VIIL, in 1599—to introduce again
the new form of electing the grand master, was

1625

! Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. cclxxxvii.
2 Id., 1d, Id. celxxxviii.



CHAP.1V.] ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 137

met by a similar negative from him and his council,!
which bold refusal, who but will approve of?
The rather considering those difficult times.
Nor less Urban VIII. persisted, and discharged the
thunderbolt of his spiritual authority,* and perhaps
they must have submitted, at least in appearance.
But they can bide their time, and war and circum-
stances allow them to retain much of the spirit of
their ancient liberties, and the substance of
popular self-government, in spite of exterior
and transitory shackles; so they remain true to
themselves. That undying resolution, and the
tempest quickly subsides. What has braved six
centuries, will not expire now. True, peace and
luxury are secret worms that feed on our very
vitals, and are far worse than war with Turks or
Tartars, or any desolating troubles of murder and
famine. But, for a long time yet, the
knights are to run no risk from too much
quiet—if ever. The grand master convened, on
the 18th of January, 1629, a chapter general; but
soon saw how it was, and that although they,
perhaps, might abstain from violence, they would
by no means assent, as desired; so, in his letter to
the Pope, on that subject, respectful as are his

1627

1628

1629

! Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii, Num. ccxcii.
2 Id., Id., Id. cexeiii.
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terms, and though he sent his own nephew with it,
imply a fear that his Holiness wished for some other
forms in their sittings, which his knights would not
at all tolerate, nor subscribe to the smallest in-
novation.! Not that De Paul did not perceive it
was the Pope’s intention to strengthen the grand
mastery, but he who held it now, preferred their
ancient constitution, to any private interests of his
own. It is but justice to him to say that he
appears to, have been wholly without any undue
ambition. Much less did he wish for the hatred of
his knights, and to leave the sad renown of having
subverted the body who had elected him for other
purposes. Yet, whatever De Paul thought, or
however pure the Papal motives, the fact is the
order was deprived of the mainspring of its liberties,
the chapter general, during above a century; and
though the heavy expenses it cost, was the specious
excuse, the real cause might be that it was
easier to manage a restricted council, than
a numerous, and, as it were, popular assembly.
Nevertheless, Urban VIII. did not change his mind;
but obstinately confirmed his bull, regarding the
form of electing the grand master, in a document,
from Gandolfo Castle, on the 21st of October,1634.

1634

1 Boisgelin : i. 265.
2 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. cecii.
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But a truce to all theological or civil squabbles!
Here is what must eclipse them, and is more con-
sonant with our order. The Turks are not slum-
bering. On the 27th of March, 1635, comes a
despatch from one of the chief ministers of the King
of Spain, El Conde de Monte Rey, with
intelligence of a large armament preparing
in Constantinople, against, it is said, Persia, but
perhaps against Malta; and if this last case turned
out, the grand master may be sure of succours being
ready in Spain, and that they be sent instantly, and
in sufficient number, and of artillery forthwith.!
Which may have roused the grand master into a
still greater conviction of the necessity of his
labouring to remove every discontent from the
minds of his people; so he wrote a letter to the
emperor, supplicating his imperial majesty not to
send an ambassador to beg the Pope to yield grand
crosses of the order by dispense to some young
Italians, who have not the merits requisite; as is
the rumour amongst their language, to the
grievous dissatisfaction of all that body of knights.?
This, under date of the 15th of August, 36
1636. But on the 21st March of the next
year, Cardinal Barberini, by the pontifical com-

1635

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccciii.
2 Id., Id., Id ceciv.
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mands, writes to the grand master, informing him
that the Greeks, and their patriarch at Jerusalem,
having, by means of the Turks, possessed them-
selves of the keys both of the prasepio at Beth-
lehem, and of the Holy Sepulchre taken violently
from the Franciscans, though belonging of old to
the Latin Church; and therefore he requests of
him to indicate the surest expedient to get back
the keys, and holy places, and advise with the
other Christian princes, regarding the same.! To
which the grand master, that this is his council’s
answer, in which he also joins; ‘“a war of all
Christendom would be perfectly just, but only
available in a way that those at Rome do not
perhaps mean; for a crusade as of yore would be
too long, and hardly practicable at present; the
great omnipotent God of armies being able of
course if He pleased, but not man. But thus it
would be easy, and of instant result. - It is most
allowable to wage war against the really culpable,
Greeks and Turks. So the Christian potentates
should send out a few ships, and give leave to all
individuals to do the like, and seize on the person
and property of those two people; the rather, that
it is certain nearly all the merchandise sold as
Greek, is in reality Turkish, but marked with a

! Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccev.
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cross, and Greek names on the bales. Almost in-
stantaneous the effect would be; that on their
knees the culprits would restore the keys and
places. Such reprisals would be strikingly fair.
True and only remedy after mature reflection, and
consulting with those who know the Levant well.
This evidently just way of impartial reprisals
would at once bring the usurpers to be the first to
conjure you to receive back everything, and cease
further hostilities.” And on-the 8th of the next
June, grand master and council again join in a
letter imploring the King of Spain to ask the Pope
to revoke his brief in favour of a French knight
of the name of Saureé, on whom his Sanctity con-
fers the grand cross with an active and passive
voice in the council, grievous injury to his own,
and likewise solemnly and unanimously protested
against by all the Languages, Spanish, Italian,
German, French. And this is probably the last
letter written by the Grand Master, De Paul; for
his tombstone says he died on the 7th of the Ides of
June, 1636 ;' and he must have been succeeded
nearly immediately by Lascaris, since here is a
Papal brief, dated Rome, the 2nd of July, 1636,
congratulating him as already grand master.?

1 Seb. Paoli: Serie, ii. 479.
2 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccevi.
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Sir Paul de Lascaris Castellar, Bailiff of Manosca,
was born of the ancient Counts of Ventimiglia in
Piedmont, originally of the imperial house of Con-
stantinople. “In his election soon appeared the
validity of the new reform” (which Urban had
after all effectuated—notwithstanding the knightly
oppositionists), “and deluded was the sagacity
that dictated it; ” are the words of an eminent
commander of Malta, no vulgar historian.!

In the chapter general a few years earlier, a
number of mere boys had been admitted to the
votes by a dispense from Rome, who ‘might even
then have sufficient to give the grand master a
majority whenever he liked; and now this new
grand master asked and obtained a similar dis-
pense to raise them to the full complement of one
hundred, which certainly deprived the order of its
former freedom, that the grand master and Pope
might at any time command the order’s supreme
tribunal, the chapter general.

The new reform was manifestly calculated to
put the election of the grand master in the Pope’s
power, had not He whom all things obey, decided
otherwise. Every human contrivance appeared to
concur towards the destruction of our liberties;
yet matters did not proceed as intended. How

1 Pozzo: par. ii., lib. i. 2.-~Verona in 4to.
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weak and blind are mortals! Why should not that
petty assembly have its troubles, as well as the
illustrious British Parliament? Both have knewn
how to overcome all the wit of man. It was far
easier to manage the grand master than the rightful
superior meeting.! On the 5th of February, 1638,
isan extremely courteous letter to the grand
master from the then Doge of Venice,
Franciscus Erizo;? as well as a somewhat similar to
the whole order, from Louis XIII.;® and another to
the grand master, from the Queen of France
signing herself his good cousin Anne, a St.
Germain, ce 17 Avril, 1639.

Most determinedly following his design of lifting
the grand master into absoluteness, that same Pope,
now in his sixteenth pontificate, restricted all dimi-
nution of the magisterial authority, during the
vacancy between one grand master and another,
when the knights indulged in comparative liberty,
and whether willing or unwilling, the grand master’s
name was used as having applied for such a Papal
rescript.’

On further rumour of an invasion of Malta by

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ecex.
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the Turks, the same Pope concedes a dispensation
for a hundred little boys, of six years old, to be
made knights professed, on their paying so much a
head, to be laid out in the defensive armament; a
great lure to an avaricious grand master, and an
easy way for the Papal quota—the Pope offers no
other; yet money was the least evil, where a popular
government was to be converted into despotic.
Happily the temporal power of the Holy See
changes, usually, with every Pontiff.!

Three months later, the King of Spain sends to
his viceroy, in Sicily, to aid Malta in the threatened
Turkish invasion, his command being signed Yo el
Rey. De Madrid, ade Hebraro, de 1649.°
In the following August, the French king
alleviated the taxes, regarding those of the order
in consideration of its services to Christendom, both

1640

by land and sea.’

A King of Poland, in 1642, to the grand master,
announces a new priory for Poland alone, about to
be founded in favour of the Radzivil family; since
not only the Polish knights, but the entire nation
of Poland, consider it an injury and insult to be

L
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any longer allowed to remain united with the
Priory of Bohemia, Moravia,and Austria, as
before. So the Poles had resolved to erect
a priory for themselves, and humbly apply for the
magisterial sanction, Wladislaus Rez, Warsaw, 4th of
April, 1642.}

And follows another of his Majesty to the council,
on the same, and of the same date.?

To which we have two years later one of especial
courtesy from Louis XIV.® and a similar
from the queen mother,* both to the Grand
Master Lascaris.

Within some months Grand Master Lascaris
directs a circular to the Prior of France, bidding
him cite every dignitarian, knight, or servant-at-
arms, as well as novices, and those youths who in
their childhood had become professed by dispense,
and were now eighteen—even such as may have
entered into the French army, or any other military
service—to set out instantly for Malta, without a
- single exception for those too decrepid to fight, but
that they must appear and be judged on the spot,
whether to be declared invalid or not—all with their

1642

1644
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arms, and having servants twenty years of age at
least ; otherwise they should be deprived of the
cross and insignia, besides other severities, and this
to front the siege of Malta, which the Turk is said
to be about undertaking, January 24th, 1645.!
To corroborate which the King of Spain
wrote to the grand master, to promise
prompt succour, in case the Turks invaded Malta.?
The real cause of this warlike threat—no more than
a threat respecting the island of Malta—for the
storm burst on Candia—was according to Pozzo, the
anger of the Grand Turk at the taking of his
favourite sultana and child, by the Maltese ships,
who were admitted into Candia, where the beautiful
young mother expired, having been already poisoned
by a rival in the Constantinopolitan seraglio; but
her infant was given to the grand master, who had
him bred up a Christian, with real care, and after-
wards he travelled through Europe, and came back
Prior of Porto Salvo, to Malta—his home until his
death, in 1676. The story at large is very romantic,
but probably true.® The council’s decree by which
the volunteer, Viscomte d’Arpaion, is made captain

1645

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii.,, Num. ecexlii.

? Mi muy Amado Amigo. Yo el Rey. De Zaragoza a 9 de
April de 1645.—Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccexliii.

3 Pozzo: Istoria, ii. 91.
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general of the army and fortresses of Malta, during
the siege, with the order’s marshal second in com-
mand, but superior to all except the said viscount,
is dated May 27th, 1645.! It certainly caused
sorrow, quite the contrary of satisfaction, at Malta,
when they heard the Turkish fleet had sailed against
Candia instead; so prepared were the knights,
and so confidant of victory.? Truth is the Candian
war is as much of Malta itself, as of Venice; and
so the knights always considered it. Therefore if
they were the primary cause of it, it is only fair.
Nor does Venice disagree, however dear to her—
and with good reason—be the glories she earned
at Candia, as will be fully proved by the documents
to be cited. Yet what seemed must have
blown over, since no document of impor-
tance till ten years later. In 1656 is a letter from
the Doge of Venice, Bertuccio Valerio, to the Grand
Master Lascaris, imploring his usual aid to with-
stand the fiercer than ever Turkish attacks on
Candia; knowing that in the worst of peril is when
those much noble Knights of Malta will come with
their troops, both by sea and land, to try to win
back what we have lost; not only from their own

1656
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thirst of glory, but for their compassion for uni-
versal Christendom, and its interests.'

But the fifty-seventh Grand Master, Lascaris, died
on the 14th of August, in the next year,
after reigning twenty-one years, and living
ninety-seven, as his tombstone shows.?

And next came Redin, Prior of Navarre, elected
fifty-eighth grand master, who had been Viceroy of
Sicily, and a great warrior, and even in his last
years had offered either to be the Godfrey de Bug-
lion of a new cruséde, or take part init as a private

1657

gentleman.

There is a bull of Alexander V1I. praising Redin
as he merited, and that he was rightin standing by
the Venetians, who had the constancy and fortitude
of rejecting the peace offered by the Turks on such
conditions; an illustrious and generous refusal,which
deserves all commendation, and is, in truth, heroic
and worthy of the egregious and signal high-
‘mindedness of the true glorious hospital. * This
-marvellous example calls forth even our energies,”
exclaimed the aged Pontiff, “so that we are pre-
paring eight or ten triremes, as strong and as
properly furnished with artillery as we possibly

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. lii. Giunt.—Dato in Nostro
Ducali Palatio, 9 Decbr., 1656.
Seb. Paoli: Serie, 2.
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can.” Rome, 26th January, 1658." But that G. M.
died on the 6th of February, 1660, in the
seventieth year of his life. And Clermont
de Chattes Gessan, who reigned next, had been
Bailiff of Lyons, and was indeed of an ancient
royal house, but in three fugitive months after
his elevation (in consequence of the breaking
out of an old wound received in his youth, in the
African wars) he expired on the second of June, in
the same 1660.

On whichsucceeded Sir Raphael Cotoner, Bailiff of
Majorca, and as the Candian war may beas properly
called Maltese, his first act as grand master was to
send a party to aid the Venetians in the Levant.

So it was to R. Cotoner, to whom was directed
the letter of the Doge of Venice, Domenico Contarini,
that in the war of so many years, the sacred cross
of Malta has ever been ready and true, in all cir-
cumstances, to the standard of St. Mare, nor will
theVenetian republic be slow in duegratitude
to the conspicuous and glorious deeds which

1660

1661

have been worthy of the sincerest esteem and love;
17th of August, 1661.?

On the 1st of October of that same year another
letter from Doge Contarini to the same grand

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ceclii.
2 Id. 1d., Id. cceliii.
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master, is concerning a naval victory gained over the
Turks, off Khania.! But towards the close
of 1663, Raphael Cotoner died, and another
of that family name, Sir Nicholas Cotoner, Bailiff
of Negropont, succeeded.?

1663

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccclv.
2 On the 20th of October.—Seb. Paoli : Serde, ii.
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CHAPTER V.

TrE war of Candia from its beginning in 1644,
—when after the usual preliminary in Constanti-
nople, of sending the Venetian bailiff suddenly to
prison, the Moslem fleet sailed against Candia,'—
lasted indeed twenty-five years; and was all that
time a sharp struggle, in which the order had
throughout taken a great part, considering it
nearly as much Maltese as Venetian, with good
reason too, if the Hospitallers were the real cause
of it; but perhaps it was not exactly so. However,
a recent Venetian repeats it, and that there
were six galleys under a knight of the French
Language, and that the sultana was among the

! Pozzo: par. ii. 114,
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prisoners. ¢ Although some Venetian historians
doubt, I believe it to be the exact truth, on the
authority of ‘Graveson, a most veracious and
learned writer.”! Then allowing all that to be
certain fact, and that it was the proximate cause,
it equally follows that the cause in reality may be
found far deeper and further off. War between Tur-
key and Venice was always ready to break out, and
the smallest occasional whim was sufficient, parti-
cularly as to the Mahometans, who always became
the more suspicious the more their commerce
kept on decreasing; and decreased it had always
since the passage by the Cape of Good Hope,
which was injurious to Venice likewise. But the
Venetians knew better how to husband their
wealth; so that they never displayed more forti-
tude than at the league of Cambray, long after
their mortal wound. But without entering into
the details of that course of heroism—whether the
chief secretary of the Council of Ten was de-
spatched by the Doge Erizzo to Malta, to guide
and foment that fervour,’—it will be sufficient to
take a view of its twenty-seven last months—
supreme continuous siege of the city of Khania,
during which there was not one single spot in it

! Tentori: Istor. Ven., x. 125
2 Pozzo: 119.
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safe, day or night, from the tempest of bombs,
cannon, musketry, flaming rocks, and every kind
of flame; the hissing of balls, and echoing deto-
nations of all sorts, but chiefly blowing up of
mines.

In November, 1668 (as during the whole war),
the Order of Malta sent thither sixty knights
and three hundred of their choice soldiery,
as well as a present from the grand master of one
hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds of
gunpowder. Alas! Such succours prolonged,
but could not prevent the loss of that town. Only
all Christendom could have, and would not. The
hopes of Venice were in France. And indeed
Louis X1V. sent a fleet with the Duke of Beaufort
and twelve of the finest French regiments under
the supreme command of the Duke of Noailles,
added to a selection of the ablest and noblest
officers of that kingdom; likewise three hundred
of the royal guards, and two hundred picked mus-
keteers, who all arrived at Candia on the 19th of
June, 1669. But in spite of these volun-
teers and of the renowned Pico della
Mirandola with ten thousand Modenese levied for
the most part in his own duchy, though at the
expense of the Pope; the heroic efforts of the Vene-
tian garrison, and the Hospitallers, and the faith-

1668

1669
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ful Candians, who were.almost the whole popu-
lation—and vied in fidelity with the Rhodians
themselves—Candia had to surrender. The French
beaten in a sally with the death of the Duke of
Beaufort, the Duke of Noailles, deaf to the warmest
entreaties of the valiant captain general, Moro--
sini, recited atlength by the historical chroniclers
of that time, obstinately determined on departing
from the place in its most needful crisis, and em-
barked to return home; “a conduct so irregular,
proceeding either from want of fidelity or of
courage, was ruinous to our republic,” exclaims the
exasperated historian without another word on the
subject.! :

Ifin speaking of Lepanto, there was reason to
complain of the too slender mention of the Hos-
pitallers, far worse is it with regard to Candia.
In both cases it was unfair, but in the latter par-
ticularly so. For though the English author
allows the departure of the French to have pre-
ceded, he leaves it to be inferred, that also the
Hospitallers withdrew unnecessarily from the hap-
less city; without saying that they had struggled as
much as the bravest and most devoted men could,
that of four hundred knights, who little by little had
joined the siege within those few months, very few

1 Tentori: Istor. Ven. x. 130.
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remained alive, and none of these few or of their
hired soldiery but were severely wounded; not one
single one of them but had several ghastly evident
wounds : nor has that writer the least allusion to the
fine eulogium by Morosini, who in deep grief declared
he much preferred their small corps to all the other
" military he had ever been sent. Nor content with
saying it, wrote it also to his government, and his
words are now before my eyes.! Yet he did not
ask them to remain, for he saw it useless ; yet they
seem to have lovingly deferred till the very last
moment, to judge by theextractabouttobegiven from
one, who is reputed most trustworthy, particularly on
this subject; and who by grand master may have
meant the Hospitaller commanding there; for I find
no proof that Cotoner was there in person, and
considering his great age, suppose he was not; but
am far from affirming he was not. “Thus was
the end of Candia. Morosini and Noailles had ever
agreed from the beginning in this, that Candia
was in a most desperate state and could not hold out,
but for the French succours; and that a regular
defence was not enough, for that the enemy had
already advanced his works within theirs, so itbecame

1 Perdo, pit dalla partenza di quei pochi ma bravissimi
guerrieri, che da quella di tutte le altre truppe.”’—Pozzo :
par. ii. 381.
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absolutely necessary to make a vigorous sally, and
completely raze those works of his before Candia
could be tenable. Well this sally Noailles was
determined to execute immediately, and by French
troops; no others would be permitted to join them.
In vain Morosini and others entreated Noailles to
reflect well whether it would not be better to wait
for the other succours expected in a few days;
above all Mirandola’s corps of considerable renown.
However, the French not only refused to wait, but
insisted on no one’s being allowed the honour of
accompanying them. So to it they went, most
wilful men, and advancing in high style, had some
great success immediately, But the blowing up of
a small powder magazine was mistaken for a mine;
so thinking the field of battle was all mined, every
effort of their officers was unable to prevent a panic
terror, and they bent and retreated with the loss of
many, and amongst them the lamented Duke of
Beaufort; a French grenadier declaring he saw his
grace slightly wounded, a short time before the
blowing up, and that he then sent one of his gentle-
men to have his horse brought to him, he having
left it under one of the batteries; but that in the

interval the confusion had ensued and the Turk came
rushing on, cutting everything to pieces. No
more was ever seen of Beaufort, but hopes were
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entertained awhile, that he was among the prisoners,
and a flag of truce went to the Moslem camp, but
was assured no such person existed there; so, no
doubt he was butchered. Upon this Noailles em-
barked his remaining forces, and departed ; notwith-
standing all the dissuasions of Morosini, and his
protest that it was to France the town owed its
downfall. The whole was lost. And then only
the small remnant of the Maltese likewise ascended
their ships. Yet at least some of them appear not
to have sailed, but rather disembarked—being repre-
sented as still on shore during the capitulation. The
last reply of Noailles was, that if the French sally did -
not succeed, it at least costno otherlivesthan French,
and that France had spent enough of its blood at
Candia, and of its most illustrious blood. All that
mortal courage and ability could do, was done at
Candia. Few soldiers except the chiefs were Vene-
tians, but of every Christian nation. What but ca-
pitulate? and so they did on the 6th of September,
upon terms generally esteemed honourable and advan-
. tageous, and certainly not disgraceful either to the
vanquishers or the vanquished. And admirable
were the discipline and good faith of the Moslem;
for during the twelve days allowed for departure,
crowds of Turks sitting on the works, so near the
Christians as to be able to touch them, kept quite
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silent, that instead of soldiers, you might have taken
them for Pythagorean scholars, or religious hermits.
Among the objeots they most distinctly admired
was the Grand Master of Malta, and whenever he
passed, they viewed him with extraordinary venera-
tion ;' and looking on St. Andrew’s Gate, where his
. knights had stood, they wondered, and expressed to
-each other their high respect.” Yet if some of even
that valiant nation, the French, to a certain degree
erred, be it not forgotten, that it was only from too
much precipitancy, which cost their own blood ; and
if their second in command was slain, the first,
Noailles himself, was wounded ; so that any irritabi-
lity he showed, may in fairness partly be ascribed to
physical sufferings. The fidelity of the Candians
to Venice reminds us of that of the Rhodians to
the order. )
Likewise the first line of defence had been all
lost before the French came, so it was only the
second they could have kept, and it would have
never sufficed at the long run ; but from the moment
they embarked on the 20th of August, the fall of
Khania was at hand necessarily; and the Turk
coming to the assault before Mirandola’s arrival,
“though in sight with the succours on the night of
the 22nd of August, General Grimaldi visited the

! Brussoni: Guerra dei Turchi, ii. 299.
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post of Malta at St. Andrew’s Gate, and had the
grief to see that valiant corps reduced to few indeed ;
corps which he too held dear above all other soldiers,
and also because he knew they were in such high
repute above all other armies in the world, that
their name alone was a defence; on this account he
called them away into the middle of the city, to be
sent anywhere in the most desperate case.

The captain general, since all was in vain, and
that the Turks had penetrated into the city (which
would have been the case days before, butfor the incre-
dible valour of that heroic band of Malta), had a mine
fired which blew up 8t. Andrew’s Gate, and the
redoubt beside it, with terrible carnage of the multi-
tude of infidels, who had taken possession of it,
which drove the enemy back for some moments ; nor
though their officers kept menacing them with their
scimitars, was it possible to make their soldiery
advance a step. The city, with the whole island of
Candia, was at the mercy of the foe, who for an
instant might stop, but was already within their
walls, and no defence remained. It was now the
29th of August, when the residue of the order of
Malta had the summons from their supreme com-
mander to embark ; who gave what they had still of
biscuit and other food, to the friar, who undertook
to divide it between the famishing poor creatures of
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the town ; and General Grimaldi, with deep sorrow,
exclaimed, “They are the bravest men I have ever
known.” What few were still alive of the knights
were miserably disabled, and of their hired soldiery
the same. A large portion of each had been killed
already.'
The fall of Candia appears to have made Cotoner
1670 more laudably intent than ever on adding to
the fortifications of Malta.® Neither did
Candia appear very tenable to the Moslem, from the
mufti not permitting the erection of mosques
(churches) in it, but only of simple (meschites)
chapels.* And the order surveying its own walls,
found them very insufficient, and called Count Mau-
ritius Valperga, of Savoy, the greatest engineer then
in Christendom, to undertake fortifying the Floriana
of Valetta; so four galleys being sent to take
him, he came on the 9th of February, 1670.
His drawings were presented to the council, and
accepted on April 2nd, after which he visited
Gozzo, and decided on new works to strengthen
those already there. It was no vain flourish, but
the real truth, when a great authority still at
that time called them ¢ those most distinguished

1 Pozzo: ii. 382.

2 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii.,, Num. ceclviii.
3 Villa: 114.
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for bravery above all men, those surpassingly dear
to every class of human kind, and to whom uni-
versal Christendom owes immortal praise, the
renowned Knights of Malta.”!

The English ambassador, Finch, on his way to
Constantinople, visiting the grand master, was of
course most honourably treated; but what was
most observable was, that not a single word dropped
implying that one of his majesty’s Norman pre-
decessors had been founder, and several of them
chief protectors of the order, which defended
Christendom, and to which all its princes were
therefore indebted greatly; but all symptoms of
friendship, or of anything resembling gratitude,
appeared too antiquated to be thought of. It
seemed to be considered much that they met
courteously, like condescending strangers.

‘What must have flattered the grand master infi-
nitely more, is, that the Duke of Savoy, in 1674
1674, constituted a regiment, of which all
the superior officers from captain up, should be
Knights of Malta, giving them certain privileges,
and to be called Regiment of the White Cross, and
be acknowledged the best and finest corps of that
day in those parts.’

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii.. Num. ccelviii.—App., Num. ccxxix.

2 Pozzo, par. ii. 437.
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In 1675 the English Admiral, Narborough, com-
1675 manding his country’s fleet in the Mediterra-
nean, frequented the order’s island with his
ships a great deal during war with the Tripolitan
pirates ; and indeed he received all due honours, and
extreme civility from Malta.! But in the following
year the plague broke out there,to the grievous misfor-
tune of that people, and lasted seven months.? Nor
indeed did they care much to see the English
return victorious, though they brought them free
the Malta slaves as some acknowledgment for their
kindness to the fleet; because they thought it was
the English shipping had introduced the contagion,
and to boot that in their present woful condition to
bring them additienal mouths to feed, was highly
distressing. That was not England’s fault however,
and Charles IL’s letter was extremely courteous.®
In that mighty plague the knights who died were
only ten, less than in many of their battles; which
only shows meore palpably that the knights were
never numerous, go never could have been mere
than superior officers of the excellent hired troops
they led, and kept permanently in their pay.
There were then (and shall be often again, which
! Pozzo: par. ii, 437, 439.—Cod Dipl. Geros., ii.,

Num. ceclix. Appendix, cexxvii.
2 Pozzo: par. ii. 441. 3 Id.: par. ii. 445,
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may perhaps be passed.over, so this observation
applies to them all) several questions that now seem
very unimportant respecting etiquette, military or
diplomatio ; in which methinks the order were right
to struggle hard, before yielding any one of its ancient
distinctions.  Such, however little in themselves,
were revered memorials of ancestral feats, and had
been acquired by the blood, possibly, lives, of
illustrious men, whose fair fame their descendants
(as far as lies in them) ought not to allow to be
thrown into the shade, and forgotten.'

The Grand Master, N. Cotoner, now very old, so
drawing near his end, was not an uninteresting figure,
in spite of considerable corporal debility.? His
admirable eloquence, nobleness of spirit, and un-
calculating generosity, were rather for an imperial
station, than a constitutional one. He rese from the
rank of a private gentleman, to that which was the
very highest in his profession, and beyond doubt a
sovereign ; but yet sovereign of a republic, and not
of a despotic government, whence rose disputes he
could not bear, and his haughtiness disgusted many
of the order. Theincome of the grand master at that
time amounted to one hundred thousand a year.?

Besides having a permanent engineer, the order.

1 Pozzo: par. ii. 458. 2 Id.: par. ii. 466.
3 Id.: par. ii. 467. Crowns, about £15,000.
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appears to have been in the custom of having at heavy
expense whatever eminent engineer won an elevated
fame in any country in Christendom. So Grunenberg,
the imperial engineer, came to Malta in 1680,
and, besides his observations on the fortifications,
showed the knights how to construct a machine for
drying a lake, or taking out all the water from an arm
of the sea ; and which, worked by only two
horses, there arose as if a mighty river rush-
ing from the bottom of the waves, and was employed
to draw off all the water from the dock of Bormola,
and would be equally applicable to a marsh.!

But on the 29th of April of that year, N. Cotoner
went to repose with the just, and the Prior of
Rocella, a Neapolitan, Caraffa, was chosen grand
master, and proved, even then that the servant-at-
arms in the election was no vain show, but a reality;
since between three candidates there was a parity of
votes, when it was the servant-at-arms gave the
casting vote that decided the fierce struggle.? And
it is a remarkable proof of what was observed before,
that the grand masters were never, or very rarely,
of any reigning house (though there were, at all
times, several of the younger branches of them
in the order, who were often also of much per-
sonal merit), that the hero of Lepanto, Don Juan
of Austria, who was not only a knight professed, but

! Pozzo: par. ii. 483. 2 Id. : par. ii. 472.

1680
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moreover one of the highest dignitaries of the order,
grand prior, lost his election.!

To Caraffa did the Emperor Leopold write a
letter to thank him for keeping off the
Turkish fleet from Christendom ;* but what
every one will find splendid, is that the renowned John
Sobiesky does something similar; when not forget-
ful of the duties of a good knight, he writes to the
grand master a full account of his two famous victo-
ries; one under the walls of Vienna, the other some
weeks later at Barcan, fortress beyond the Danube.?
The next year on the 25th of February, 1684
Caraffa writes to his Holiness to offer him-
self as part of any league against the Turks.*
Again the same to the same, on the same subjeet in
August’ But in December the Doge of Venice
again expresses his sense of the generous kindness
of the sacred knightly order, which is as usual ever
ready to come to the aid of Christendom in any of
its mishaps; and with the co-operation of those
renowned cavaliers of St. John of Jerusalem, whose
valour is so celebrated through the world, the

1683

1 Pozzo: par. ii. 477.

2 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccclx.

3 Pozzo: par. ii. 508.—Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ceclxi.
and ccclxii.—Appendix, Num. cexxix.

4 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ceelxiii.

5 d, Id, Id. lii.—iii. Giunta.
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Venetians have just now taken Santa Maura and
1685 Prevesa.! Another similar informs the same

of the attack upon Coron, and that ope of
the cannons taken at Santa Maura is sent to Malta
as having belonged to L'Isle Adam.* Again the
same to the same some days later.> A note concerns
Maina.*

Full of the same praises of the order is this letter
from Morosini, the Venetian captain general, to the
grand master in date of Napoli di Romania
6 Sept., 1686.° The doge to the grand mas-
ter anew returns to speak of the valiant order and
informs him of the gallant way General Count Cava-
lier Heberstein directs his companions, the marvel-
lous Knights of Malta, dated in our Ducal Palace die
27 Septemb., 1686.° Same to same on the 27th
of the same month.’

Indeed a great martial figure in the wars of that
time is the Prior of Hungary of the order of Malta
Count Heberstein, general in the imperial service,
and of the league of Malta and Rome with Venice;
whose commander-in-chief was Morosini.

} Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccclxv.

1686

2 Id., 1d, Id. ccclvi. 22nd August.
s Id., 1d, 1Id. lLi—v. Giunta, 29th August.
' 1d,, 1d, 1Id. Li—iv. Giunta.

5 1d., Id, Id. coclxvii.

s 14, Id, Id. ccelxviii

7 MS. Sex.
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In August of 1687, the doge,' unweary of the
1687 glorious name of Lepanto, couples it with that
of Prior Heberstein.® The same to the same
speaks of the sanguinary encounters during the con-
stant and resolute defence of Castelnuovo,’ where
the attack was directed by the known experience of
the general of the Knights of Malta Count Heber-
stein 9th of October, 1687.

Even the Pope lauds strenua Castrinovi expugnatio.®
In this year was some notion of re-creating the Eng-
lish Language. But it soon failed.® Which whether
it had anything in common with the event next
recorded is not specified ; that on the 29th of No-
vember, 1687, a youth about fourteen, a natural son
of the monarch (James II.) along with the Duke of
Grafton (natural son of Charles I1.) Lord High
Admiral of England, put into Malta. What appears
to have been greatly more important in Pozzo’s eye
than anything appertaining to England, is, that the
illustrious course of Heberstein terminated this

! Pozzo: ii. 626.

3 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num., lii.—vii. Giunta.

3 Small insignificant hold, that cost a thirty days’ siege, and
the lives and hurts of many, among whom ten Knights of Malta
killed, and twenty-four badly wounded.—Castelnuovo lies near
Cattaro.

4 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccclxix.

s 1d., Id, 1Id, occelxx.

¢ Pozgo: ii. 673.
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year ; for he came to Malta regularly to take leave on
his departure to die in Germany, and resolving that his
heirs should have no mortuary expense on his ac-
count—not even the usual per centage which the
next of kin of every deceased knight has to pay on
any chattels he leaves—under the title of spoglio ; he
came to an agreement with the treasury to pay a
given sum himself at once, in lLieu of every de-
mand of the kind after his death; and when the
Priory of Hungary going back naturally to those to
whom it belonged, the knights, all the remainder of
his vast estates and his property real or moveable,
went to his lawful heirs without any defalcation what-
ever. So having made his last obeisance to the
grand master and embracing his colleagues for the
1688 last time, he embarked; and in fact the very

next year his Priory returned without a word
to the order.! But whatever petty intrigues were on
the restoration of the English Language went out long
1690 prior to the death of Caraffa.®* And on the

26th of July, the sixty-third grand master
succeeded ; for we have the Papal brief of the 9th
of the next August congratulating him. Yet
though the Pope was their ecclesiastical chief says
Boisgelin, “it was only for form that the knights

! Pozzo: par. ii., anno 1688.
2 Seb. Paoli : Serie, ii. 484.—Boisgelin: i. 39.
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asked his approbation of their election,” and not in
the least as an acknowledgment that his Holiness
had right either of accepting or refusing.”!

It was to Wignacourt that the famous Doge of
Venice Franciscus Maurocenus, wrote on the 30th
September, 1690.* 8ix weeks later the Pope again
writes to the grand master ¢ expressive of his deep
gratitude, as was his duty, not to let slip any oppor-
tunity of testifying by documentary evidence his
sense of the order’s splendid benevolence.”?

The Emperor Leopold to the grand master, re-
commends him the Czar of Muscovy’s ambassador.*
‘Which czar carries on a ten years’ war against the
Turk.—That therefore he has strongly recommended
~ his ambassador to the Pope; and also gives him a
letter of most friendlyintroduction to the grand master
January 4th, 1693.°

And indeed there is the czar’s own letter to the
grand master.® 1693

The Doge of Venice to Wignacourt, announces
the conquest of Scio at cost of the lives of two

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii.,, Num. ccclxxi.—Boisgelin : i. 192.

3 Id., Id, Id. lii.—viii. Giunta.

3 Id., Id, Id. ceelxxiii. App. Num.cexxviii.
4 Id., Id, Id. celxxiv.

5 Id., Id, Id. celxxv.

6 Id., Id., Id. ceclxxvi.—Imperii, 15 anno.
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Knights of Malta dated 13th November, 1694. But
on the 4th of February of 1697 died that

1697 grand master, and was succeeded by Perellos

-of the Language of Arragon, and at that time Bailiff

of Negropont.! And that Innocent XII. should
immedjately send him a congratulatory brief is only
that things took their natural course.” It is rather
more singular that the King of Persia wrote to the
grand master in 1699 ; as shall in part be given in
the Appendix, but translated into Latin.®> Again the
Doge of Venice, as head of that republic, expresses
the gratitude of senate and people for the exertions
of the valiant and noble Knights of Malta at the
price of their blood.* From all has been seen, there
is nothing strange in the Pope’s consoling with the
grand master on the order’s having lost jts headmest
1706 trireme by shipwreck.” But in June, 1706, the

same to the same has a more pleasing theme,
congratulation on a naval victory over the Tunisian
pirates.® And another of thanks for his promptitude in
succouring the fortress of Oran.” For mainly to the

1 8eb. Paoli: Serie, ii. 485.
2 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccclxxviii.

3 Id., 1d., Id. liii. Giunta. — Appendix,
cexxiv.

4 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. lii.—x. 456. App. Num.cexxxii.

5 I1d., Id,, Id. ecclxxix.

6 Id., Id., Id. ccelxxx.
7 Id, Id., Id. ccclxxxii.
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valour of the knights was due that Oran prolonged its
heroic defence for four whole months ; since it was
still resisting on the 31 October, 1707. Brave 1707
Spaniards! But the same to the same mnot
vainly promising, but really sending excellent troops
to Malta to aid in its defence in case the Turk
attack it ; with this proviso that if he attack any other
spot in Christendom, then the Knights of Malta will
immediately hasten to defend it with the force of
Genoa and Tuscany and others added to the 1708
Papal.! Likewise a similar letter on a maritime 1709
vietory off Tripoli in Africa. Next appears

a commission of Stanislaus, King of Poland, regard-
ing some property of the order in a memorial dated
Barthg, 29th of January, 1711, and confided 711
to the generous Jacob George Gordon going

to Malta® We have now to transport ourselves to
Germany, where a chapter general of the whole
German Language, with its grand bailiff and grand
crosses, commanders, knights, met; at Wesel to sub-
scribe a protest against any act of the congress of
Utrecht confirming the configcation of any part of
the order’s property, after the flagrant injustice of
having refused to listen to their rightful claims.*

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccclxxxiii.
3 Id., 1d., Id. ceclxxxiv.
3 I1d., 1d., Id.  ceclxxxv.
4 14., 1d, Id. ceelxxxvi.
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A Papal brief to the grand master observes,—
171 3~ ‘ Although the recollection of how un-
happy had been their former invasion of
Malta, will in every probability be quite sufficient
to prevent the Turks from sending their expedition
against it; still his Holiness cannot but highly
applaud the grand master’s preparations of defence,
- and promises his own troops; and hopes all the
~ princes of Christendom will aid him, in case of an
attack.!
A letter from the Doge of Venice to the grand
1716 master relates how the Turks were driven
from before Corfu, and forced to re-embark
after repeated assaults, all in vain.? One from the Pope
~ to the same, declares that his Holiness approves of the
1717 Bailiff, Belle Fontaine, as Vice-Admiral, and
head of the entire fleet of the league.? That,
from the Doge of Venice to the grand master, nar-
1718 rates how at cost of their blood and lives, the
Knights of Malta aided us; for which we
present to you and them our sincerest thanks.*
That Perellos died about the middle of Febru-
0 &Y 1720, and was succeeded by Zondadari

172
before the 17th, we know; not only from
1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. ccelxxxvii.
3 Id, Id, Id. lii—xi. Giunta.
3 Id., Id., Id.  ceexciii.

¢ Id., Id, Id. lLi.—xii. Giunta.
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the diplomatic series, but also from the Papal
brief to the latter, congratulating him on his
election.! Again from the same to the same, is for
the good omen it is to the first year of his pontifi-
cate, that the Knights of Malta have captured two
notorious ships of piracy; dinas infensissismis hosti-
bus in praesens ereptas naves.’

Abdi Aga, Commander of the Five Sultanas in
sight of Malta, 28th June, 1722, to the grand
master was received and answered by Zondadari and
council ; conformably to the translation preserved in
the archives, forming two documents that shall both
be in the Appendix.! But it is the last act come
down to us of that grand master, who died 1722
in 1722, we do not know exactly on which
of the last days of August;* but it must have been
on one of them, since we find the Pope’s congratu-
latory to the new grand master, in date of Septem-
ber 2nd of that year, to wit, Sir Anthony Manoel
de Velpena, a Portuguese, who, born of a most
illustrious, nay royal family, acquired much personal
glory in the order, both as warrior and statesman,

! Beb. Paoli: Serie, ii. 485.—Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii.,
Num. ceexciv.

2 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii.,, Num. ccexcv.

3 1d., Id., Id. ccexcvii. and ceexeviii.—App.
CCXXXV.

4+ Seb. Paoli: Serie, ii. 406.
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in his passing with singular distinetion through an
immense variety of charges; wounded off Tripoli
in taking two vessels ; then Commander of the head-
most of the ships of war, Colonel Commissary of
War, Grand Cross, Grand Chancellor, and finally
Bailiff of Acre, when chosen Grand Master.!
Amongst Vilhena’s actions merit especial notice his
admirable foundation for invalids, in his project
dated the 16th October, 1732, where the sentiments
are not unworthy of those that in after years induced
his Majesty William IV. to erect that magnificent
hospital at Malta. “The Prince has obligations
towards his poor subjects, so having an hospital for
the indigent siek, we have thought of one for
indigent invalids; * which thereupon obtains confir-
matien and approval.®
‘We are now entering that period pretended of
peculiar degeneracy, yet I humbly submit
1732 whether it be the fact, and whether any of
our grand masters hitherto were inferior to the
common run of European sovereigns? As to the
superiority of D’Aubusson, and I’Isle Adam, and
such like, over those of their time, probably none
will be so extremely unjust, as not candidly to

avow it at once.
1 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii. Num. ccexcvi.
3 Id., Id., Id. cceciv.—App., Num. cexxxii.
s Id., Id,, Id. cecev. :
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In 1742 Vilhena died, and was succeeded by
Sir Pinto de Fonseca, who came to a long truce
with the sultan ; excepting that each side retained
 their prisoners, who were in a sort of slavery. For
against the spirit . of the knights howsoever, yet, as
* the Turks would not relinquish that barbarous
custom, it was forced upon the others as equitable
reprisals ; which if not a good reason, at least pal-
liates a bad ; besides to have galleys, how to do
without galley slaves? Nor is it quite clear
whether it be worse to have to row, than what the
French prisoners-of-war had to endure a few years
ago in our own hulks. But many of these called
slaves were raised from the galleysto a far easier
existence, domestic servants in the houses of nearly
all of the order, beginning with the grand master
himself. Particularly confidential servants out of
livery, as secretaries, pages, butlers, and own men,
were almost invariably Mahometans. Not but the situ-
ation of slavery be not totally and entirely contrary to
the spirit of our order, and even of Christianity
itself. And here it is that I observe the first indu-
bitable evidence of the knights degenerating from
their ancestors. Far from imitating the Turks, they
should have avoided it the more. The primitive
knights would have disdained to eopy the infidel
even in his good ; so modern knmights might well
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have refrained from copying his bad. To palliate their
degeneracy is not to defend, but sorrowfully avow it
in some degree. If the facts which remain to cite do
not prove greater weakness than has been common to
almost the whole of Europe, I am better pleased to be
accused of severity, than of partiality to those who
do not need my favour, nor that of any one. Here
as everywhere, plain truth is the best, and enables one
patiently to unravel many Gordian knots. This usage
of having domestic slaves produced familiarity, and
familiarity blindness ; which, under the cloak of com-
passion, was in truth an error that, like all vices,
brought its own punishment with it; for the result
was a horrible conspiracy, whose accidental disco-
very alone prevented the grand master’s throat being
cut in the middle of his sleep, and that of every
knight in Malta, by the very persons whom each
relied on the most, and who were entrusted with
the key of the bed room. No doubt some of the
conspirators were really attached to their masters,
who were remarkable, perhaps without exception,
for their kindness towards their domestics ; but even
1749 50 mone of them resisted to the threats that

assuredly were used there, as well as in other
secret societies. But for a mere casualty, the multi-
tude of atrocious murders would have been com-
mitted. It is said those villains amounted to four
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thousand, many of them rich and made free, and all
of them benefited by their masters. Some few of
the slaves from blood-thirstiness or avarice, or desire
of liberty, or fanaticism, but the rest from abject
fear, all would have mercilessly bathed themselves
in their masters’ blood that hideous hour. This
comes of slavery! If the tree is to be judged by
its fruit, what bitter fruit have we here! Why
should it not be a salutary example? Treat slaves
with what humanity you please, it cannot be greater
than that of the Knights of Malta.. Yet slavery
has poisoned them, and they will murder you when
they have an opportunity. You have done them
the greatest possible harm, that beyond human com-
pensation. If they are ungrateful, you are still
worse. Then away with slavery, horribly injurious
to the enslaved, and more so to the enslavers.

A captain in the Prussian service being appointed
by his king in 1763 to repair to the Grand .qq
Prior of Germany, to demand the confirma-
tion of Prince Ferdinand in the nmew dignity to
which he was elected in the branch of the order in
Brandenbourgh, it was finally agreed that the
ancient connection between the Protestant knights
and those of Malta should be renewed, and that the
Protestant commanderies should pay their respon-
sions in the same way as the Catholic; from which

VOL. IV. N
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time the Protestant knights were treated as
brethren, and allowed to take the title of Knights of
St. John of Jerusalem.! ¢The Order of Malta,
though it regrets the difference in religion, does
not refuse their Protestant fellow knights a place
among its members in fighting against the enemies
of Christ. Although this may seem contrary to
general opinion, it coincides completely with that of
Pius VI., when he approved the association of the
Russian knights of the Greek Church with the
Order of Malta; as it does also with the instructions
given to the deputies to Augsbourg, as in a former
chapter; and with the magisterial bull, 9th of
May, 1764.72
The next grand master was Ximenes, in 1773;"

under whom took place what is called the ¢ sedition of

, the priests,” regarding which a member of the
1773 . .
council thus: ¢The great Baracca” (meaning
a battery of that name, and now a delightful resort
of children and loungers, its wide arches and seats,
like immense boxes in some immense theatre, being
far superior to what the Roman Colosseum ever
was) ‘“has, it appears, become the meeting place of
sacerdotal conspirators; yet not of any worthy mem-
bers of their holy profession, for such remain at home

1 Boisgelin : i. 254. Note.—Appendix, Num. cexxxiii.
2 Id: i 26l
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at their studies; or, if abroad, it is attending to their
sacred duties. But those of whom I speak

. . 1775
are mischievous demagogues. 8till, as un-
worthy priests, let them be visited rather with ridicule
than anger. It were a pity to bleed capons, or to
damage a spot whence there is so fine a prospect.
‘Wherefore my opinion is, that the rebellious clericals
be well deluged with no very clean water from
above.” And his advice was followed ; men ascended
by ladders unseen, and with buckets of water and
large leather squirts, soon dissolved their noisy
reverences into a shameful rout, and laughter ex-
tinguished the whole plot. Yet is there a recent
party' who treat it seriously, and affirm that though
called of the priests, it comprehended a numerous
body of Maltese, who were true patriots, desirous of
recovering their ancient liberties. But whether
these ever existed causes a demur in some, who also
question the validity of their mastra, and, at all events
deny its right tobe considered a golden book. Certainly
they must have fallen amazingly from their ancient
grandeur, when the commissioners were sent thither
in Charles V.’s reign. If the Maltese had any privi-
leges, and wished not to be given away without asking
their own consent, then was the time to have said
so; and there being a large portion of knights, and

1 Appeal of Malta, &c.; London : 8vo., 1811.
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particularly the French knights, against accepting
Malta, if to these, though a minority, and the dis-
heartening account of the commissioners, were
added information that the offer was notof attached,
like the Rhodians, but of unwilling subjects, the
probability is that the order would never have in-
habited that island. That they were not merely
priests, but also laymen, is thought to be proved by
their possessing themselves of St. Elmo ; but another
doubts it as anon sequitur; for if they took St. Elmo
by a trick, they gave it up without a struggle. Well
for the Hospitallers if they had refused Malta, and
kept sternly to their refusal. Their abode in it so
long, was almost at variance with the very spirit and
letter of their creation. :

But a troublesome epoch draws close ; truly their
income had always decreased a little, ever since the
extinction of the English Language; while as to
their expenditure, it was greater than before. Not
indeed their war expenses, particularly while they
were in Palestine, and almost exclusively ¢avalry,
for then the price of horses was as high, or much
higher than at present, meaning of good chargers,
indispensable to knights ; but all other necessaries of
life cost more in Europe than in most parts of Asia.
Certainly living costs more in Malta than Rhodes.

The storm is thickening around you, dearest com-
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panions. Towards fourteen years hence your wants
shall be extremely pressing, and in eight more
Yet shall I not stop here, but continue my not inglo-
rious theme, and with the same exact veracity as I used
in recounting your former three, recount also your
fourth great disaster, doleful as it needs must be ; and
if T obtain little attention, impute it not so much to
any wilful backwardness in me, but rather to nature,
which has not perhaps gifted me—1I do not say with
eloquence, for of that indeed I have none whatever,
as you well know—but of the common faculty of
relating plain facts clearly. 8till, notwithstanding
my misgivings, should the world hear me, it shall
hear the very truth, and may then fairly judge.
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CHAPTER VI.

Earry in November Ximenes’ hour was come ; so
he was succeeded, on November 12th, by Rohan,'
whose perhaps most distinguished acts were, first,
1776 his having convened a chapter general in

1776—a novelty to all men then alive, except
those who had perused our history, and who eould
not but know it was the order’s supreme tribunal.—
1782 Secondly,the formation of the Anglo-Bavarian

Language, in 1782; though England had
nothing to do with it, but in name.—Thirdly, the
order’s most magnanimous charity during the Cala-
1783 brian earthquakes in 1783.° It may be

doubted whether it be possible for any human
pen to do anything like justice to the conduct of
the knights on that most lamentable occasion.
They, facing all the dangers of shipwreck, pesti-
lence, and war, aided with money, food, clothes,
bedding, the distressed Sicilians and Calabrese,
much more than their own sovereigns ; and thinking

1 Boisgelin: iii. 1. 2 Id.: iii. 9. 8 Id.:ii. 11.
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of these things, who can impute degeneracy to men
80 courageous and so generous ? Even fallen as they
are said to be now, and shorn of many of their mem-
bers, there was something of cosmopolitan in all their
actions; and wherever there was distress in Christen-
dom, thither they hurried, calling countrymen not
merely those of their birthplace, but all Christians;
quite as eager to assist Protestants or Greeks, as
Catholics ; asking your wants, not your creed; you
might make sure of their life and purse, most cordially
offered in any calamity. Is it entirely certain any
other people would have done the same ? But these
had been formed of a choice from the whole of
Europe, and had thousands of illustrious examples
in their annals, whom they had been always urged
to follow; it was the common discourse of the
Knights of Malta; so these remnants of a fine body
had in them still what challenges admiration. Nor
can we suppose that in a few years no high-minded
men remained amongst them—though broken up and
flung adrift, and themselves exposed to the pitiable
emergencies they were now relieving, and as long as
they have the means, shall continue to relieve. A
long sequence of misfortunes, it is said, wear out too
frequently the very best ; but if so, there are excep-
tions, and to be chiefly looked for in who still exist
of that famous order. Certainly it appears that its
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galleys were of no mean repute even so late; for
when Spain, that possessed one hundred sail of
vessels of war, thought it necessary to withdraw its
fleet into harbour in winter, off the coast of Algiers,
it requested the grand master to instruct his galleys
to keep the sea there; as indeed they did during the
whole winter, to their excessive danger and no
trivial detriment. :

- The Code Rohan appears to have displeased the
people of Malta,' perhaps reasonably, though party
exaggeration may not have been wanting ; but at all
events the knights were nowise identified with
these laws, and Rohan must have been deceived,
for he was a good man ; and that he had no despotic
desires is proved by having convened a chaptei'
general, that surety of the order’s ancient liberties,
and of which it had been deprived above a century,
the chapter general being to the grand master
pretty much what the parliament is to a King of
England. Only it is more like a republic in the

1 Appeal, &. Rohanis dear to freedom ; for he restored the
mainspring of our ancient liberties—the chapter general, a century
and a half out of use, from De Paul in 1631 to Rohan in 1776.
That nothing very remarkable happened during that long interval
and the chapter general’s restoration at such a momentous juncture,
proves liberty is best suited to great circumstances: and that
equality within its own body, and the most free liberality in its
politics, are as characteristic of the commonwealth of St. John of
Jerusalem as valour and- discipline in the field ; where alone we
permit of a dictatorship.
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grand master’s case, who becomes somewhat like a
cypher while the chapter general lasts.

The very fact of its convening is substantial evi-
dence that the order had not fallen into the abase-
ment pretended maliciously by the French (and by
some English dupes too'), who fostered that
idea carefully, because they meant it should soon
furnish an excuse for confiscating its property
throughout all France. Nor was the interval long,
for in 1789 began radically what quickly 1789
deprived the Knights of Malta of nearly all
their revenues. Of a large annual sum that was
imported every year into that island, nearly the
whole ceased at once. Already the finances of the
order were in some confusion. But henceforward,
what possibility of retrieving them? The chapter
had indeed retrieved somewhat of the spirit of
liberty. Yet that which should have been a good
was turned into an evil by the malignity of the
times, for it only served to exasperate some fine
minds, who were really attached to their order, and
its genuine, well-regulated, constitutional freedom
and to lead astray into the contagion of the revolu-
tion some other cavaliers not deficient in natural or
professional talents, but without deep intellect, with-
out much experience, and with no wisdom; while

! Mr. Eton; and others like him.
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the great majority were unsettled, and even to
a certain degree terrified by the surrounding
heats, and violent discordant opinions of those
rival factions they read of in the Parisian news-
papers ; their own corps as sovereign, givingrise toa
fierce error. Besides, were not the French knights
reduced to comparative poverty ; and is not unwonted
poverty (except some very lofty-minded individuals)
the ready road to unbridled passions, and strife, and
wild, perhaps dishonourable expedients, and even
madness ? .
Rohan received those unfortunate French with
the kindest generosity ; which would have been only
becoming towards the knights from any land, much
more from his own; nor can any one blame him on
this matter, for he ordered the expenses of his own
dinner to be reduced to two shillings a-day, and all
the other monies in the treasury to be dedicated to
the support of his indigent brethren. As to finan-
cial balances, no farther about them. The greatest
genius in the world can effect nothing where the
outlay is great, and the resources little. A cabinet
was formed by the modest Rohan, to assist him
with their advice; one of whom was the Bailiff
Hompesch, in consideration of his great understand-
ing ; he having been a distinguished diplomatist, and
at that very moment was the emperor’s minister to
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the grand master ; nor openly did he on any question
swerve from his established reputation, of being a
friend of his own order.

‘What had been the Templars’residence, and socalled
the Temple, even during its long occupation by 1792
the Hospitallers, whose ambassador to Paris
lived there, had now been converted into a prison
for innocent Louis XVI. Not a ship arrived from
Languedoc, or Provence, but brought some addi-
tions to the sorrows of one party, and the exulta-
tion of the other. Amongst which was the answer
of the last ambassador that the order ever had at
Paris; and which, while it shows the high nobility
of character (Boisgelin rather superfluously gives it
as a proof there were still some high-minded men in
the order—whoever doubted it ?) showed also that
all was illegality and anarchy in miserable Paris.
“Be under no apprehensions,” said the prime
minister—* I am under no apprehensions,” was the
gallant old diplomatist’s reply ;—‘for now the
moment has arrived when a man of honour, who
faithfully performs his duty, may die as gloriously
on a gallows, as in the field of battle.” And the
noble-minded Bailiff de la Brilhane went down
stairs, and expired suddenly. Those frightful
times are too well known to need farther elucidation;
already have we had enough to turn the stomach.
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When all at Malta should have been union to con-
front the approaching tempest, on the contrary all
was division. Hard was it for these fine young
French knights, accustomed to be the most open,
off-handed, gay-tempered, best-dressed gallants in
Europe, to go meanly about, and live at the expense
of others. And if some of them lost every regard
for their reputation, and fell into a bad course, and
a few even joined the revolutionary party, and took
up with the false humbug in which it dealt, we
may pity rather than severely blame them.

In the cabinet may have been less flux of words;
but from the discordancy of those who composed it,
no mighty quiet could be expected. But in the
council (which had more of the chapter general than
council-board), boisterous were the sittings. One
whose name matters nothing (but he is said to have
been meagre, and sallow-faced, and with an envious
look), spoke thus :—‘ Many of our knights are in-
deed worthy members of our most honourable con-
fraternity ; but some of you are turbulent self-
scekers, and fond of vanities and gadding abroad.
Yet ought we less to think of our individual selves,
and more of the true interests of the entire order.
Therefore it is that I propose we should totally give
up the galleys, as a superfluous expense; and also
the incomes given from our common treasury to so
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many idle young fellows, who would be much better
away earning their bread, than here doing nothing
but idling, or causing tumults, and consuming our
means ! 7

But he was stopped by Ransjat, who had long
since acquired the fame of being rather favourable
to the dreams of the Jacobin; and after several
somewhat desultory speeches, broke out: ¢ This
moment have I heard it rumoured that the cruel
and avaricious pedlars are to come with their Sepoys
from the distant East; but they will find young
Europe very unlike those timid Indians. The
French, no more than themselves, are eaters of
nothing except rice, and drinkers of only water and
coffee, or believers in Bramah; but even like the
shopkeepers, we enjoy all kinds of meats, and wines
and spirits ; albeit with less voracity, and drunken-
ness, and hypocrisy. No doubt we had long ago
to cashier the paltry bankers, who have been against
us ever since, and will be against us now also.
‘What matter? The blessed doctrine of the rights
of man will continue its glorious course, in spite of
a few tyrants; who, as well as other stumbling-
blocks, must be subverted, utterly consumed from
the very root, and brushed away; so that the next
generation will never for one hour have been de-
graded by the nonentities of which they’ll read ; as we
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do of Paganism and the Ceesars. Fortunate descend-
ants, for whom our blood will have bought what never
should have been lost, reducing our foolish ances-
tors to slavery, and us also, until the ecstatic moment
which opens our eyes, and lights up that God-like
energy which cannot but vanquish ; and is growing
universal to a resumption of the imprescriptive, un-
deniable birthright of mankind. Hear it, ye priests
and despots, and tremble,—that divine, omnipotent
shout, ¢Liberty and Equality!’”— But this out-
burst was not without its reply: ‘“Never did this
brotherhood reject them; it is not true that it ever
did! The English ceased coming among us; their own
choice, not ours! Nor will we ever, nor (be not so
presumptuous as to flatter yourself) will the order ever
more join your doleful cry. We are free, not slaves.
But aristocratic pride humbles itself to the ferocity
of a mob. You were once too supercilious, and are
now too base. That tacit, voluntary separation of
England from us might at any time have ceased; and
might cease even now. She has only to wish it and
come half-way towards us; and if she will not take
our ancient oaths, reducing them to be, word for
word, the same as at our foundation, and which our
primitive members made no objection to, and which
our predecessors slightly and perhaps uselessly
varied, not altering the spirit—why not propose
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and carry a reasonable modification of them, in the
chapter general, which is our supreme tribunal, and
certain to consent? Such a reform and develop-
. ment as become us to accept, and her to propose, have
nothing of Jacobinical ; and are merely a wise confor-
mity to the times. Such things have been, may be.
Why not? Ask our histories! We, as well as all
things human, go on changing ; I hope, progressing
in the direction of good. Change is synonymous
with time. Are any of us one instant without
changing? That beneficial, honourable, practical
renewal of what is best in our glorious institution,
and its application to whatever is permanently useful
to mankind, this aptitude to fit any circumstance of
life, is a proof of our lofty origin. This candid
modification of our habits, and an however limited
income, as much as their own Parliament considers
sufficient to maintain them as gentlemen, and the
English are our brethren at once. And sincere will
be our joy abreceiving them. I am borne out by
the fact that in our brightest of times, when heroic
deeds were as common as they are uncommon, at
present, in that dazzling orient, where the order of
St. John of Jerusalem began, and soon acquired that
illustrious fame, which whoever mentions without
ardent aspirations is unworthy to bear our cross—
then were the English our pride, and always treated
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with a peculiarity of esteem ; as splendid examples of
what mankind produces of most generous, most noble.
Nor mean I aristocratic distinctions—and doubtful
such were at that time — but the true nobility of
nature. Noris that wondrous, if antiquity be right that
theyare of Norman blood, like our founder and his first
knights ; and that the Normans were far superior to
all others of the human race.” And he might have
advanced to still more exciting sentiments, were it
not for an elderly bailiff, who seemed to be of the
majority : “ Neither any one who hus read his Bosio
can fail to know that inflexible neutrality between
Christians is the very basis of our institution ; and so
I maintain we are bound to it, and that it is idle to
intermeddle with what is not our own ; and we should
occupy ourselves simply with what strictly belongs
to us, the state of our finances, which are in a
wretched condition, and will quickly destroy us
unless we find some remedy.”—¢ But that is not
merely hard, but quite impossible,” cried another,
“for every day our expenditure goes on increasing,
and our means to meet it frightfully lessening.”—And
a fourth: “That being an impossibility, then is it
useless to debate upon it; and, therefore, instead of
vain labour to our lungs, I propose we retire.”—So
the assembly dissolved itself, like so many others, a
usual daily event during months. On another



CHAP. VL) ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 193

occasion is recorded, “ Some persons speak of a war
with the Saracens as if it were at any time optional,
or aggressive,which it was not, but simply defensive.
The Mahometans wereattacking Christendom from the
very beginning—that being over, so are our wars.
‘What part of Christendom do the Turks ever assail
now ? So the grand master has done very well to
abolish both galleys and caravans; a foolish expense.”
And perhaps the dolt did not see that, this inutility
of the order conceded, its fall was the logical con-
clusion. Indeed, a mischievous set were bent upon
working that up into a truism, with the design of
employing it as a cogent argument for the abolition
of the order; with a shrewd eye to the plunder which
on such occasions is to be scrambled for, and the
most adroit is sure to get rich. But that malevolent
avarice was in but a very few of the kmights, if in
any ; but was rife in several about the order, though
not exactly knights, and in the consuls, and 2 number
of the Maltese; not excepting their principal mer-
chants. Nor is it singular, for a similar delusion was in
most countries of Europe. Admiral Neuville, with a
large fleet, arriving from France, obtained leave for
a certain number of his ships to enter the harbour, and
thus was able to land himself, and judge of things by
his own eyes. Now we know he had secret orders

detrimental to the sovereignty of Malta; but we
VOL. IV. 0
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likewise know that he informed the Directory it
could not be taken by his forces, nor as easily as
they thought. It is clear, however, that Rohan, in
keeping to a strict neutrality, had no screen from
the overbearing regiocides ; and though he tolerated a
French ambassador at Malta, no ambassador from
the knights was allowed to enter Paris. All the
kindness and most scrupulous fair dealing was on
the side of the grand master, without any reciprocity
whatsoever. The more every self-support vanished,
the higher parties ran. They were, in truth, in-
numerable ; for it was a time of anarchy rather than
factions. Every man of any repute stood for himself,
and had a way of thinking of his own. Yet, however
they were split up into subdivisions beyond counting,
they substantially consisted of four; the existing
government, who were desirous of leaving matters
pretty much es they found them ; those knights who
wished for a prudent reform; those knights who
advanced the revolution ; and the Maltese, the people
of Malta, looking to their island as a thing quite
separate from their knightly sovereigns. Poor Rohan
endeavouring to steer among such a confounded
storm, that menaced something ineffably worse, and
1797 to be got through by none except a man

of raré steadiness and intrepidity of mind ;
he, not being such, had no other refuge than death-—
and he sickened and died.
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Of the munificent decisions of the Emperor of
Russia respecting the order, alas! Rohan never
knew ; for he was on his death-bed when the courier
with that consoling intelligence arrived.! Yet at the
moment such a benefit availed nothing, and only
disturbed men’s minds, still more by adding a most
uncertain gleam of hope, that freed from the necessity
of deciding between calm resignation to their fate,
or a manly resistance. However it happened, no
one of distinguished merit coveted magistery. The
only candidate who appeared was that member of
the cabinet already spoken of. Perhaps it was
advisable, in such tumultuous times, to hurry the
election. Truly his antecedents, and his Austrian
diplomacy, united him, apparently, to the aristocratic
party ; and although he is reputed by some to have
been secretly upheld by the revolutionists, from his
real want of talents, he concealed sentiments quite
at variance, in either case, with his exterior. Many
were grievously surprised and alarmed when Hom-
pesch was presented to them as grand master.

His first act was to expedite an embassy of thanks
to the Emperor Paul with Valetta’s cross (which the
order had always preserved with the most affectionate
respect) wherewith his imperial majesty permitted

1 Appendix, Num. cexxxiii.
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himself to be installed and saluted the order’s pro-
tector. If the empress and princesses were then re-
ceived as Hospitalleresses, it would certainly not have
startled Gerard (who called females from the—very
beginning), mueh less L'Isle Adam or La Valetta,
who could not but have hailed it as a return to the
finest times of the order; presenting them with fit
companions in those olden centuries, Queens of Spain,
royal daughters of France, and Empresses of Ger-
many. It is likely those high Russian dames
knew very well, they in wearing that cross, were
only wearing what is worn at almost every Court;
even now by an elect few of the most distinguished
ladies in Europe—not at all excepting St. Peters-
burgh.

Imagine at what a crisis, which such an event
could only sharpen. Then had the order had a man
of eminence—a Ceesar, aWashington—he would have
come forward; but as it was, all those of any con-
siderable talents took care not to be candidates for
the grand mastery. And those of no talents would
have had no votes. But there was one individual
who of talents and information had unfortunately
just enough to betray him into a pitfall, not to get
him out of it. That he had got so high in the
diplomacy is a sufficient proof that he neither
wanted a good common intellect nor assiduity ; and
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those who have invidiously observed that he was
the only German grand master the order ever had,
only exhibit some petty malevolence, for really per-
sons of that calibre exist in tolerable numbers in
every country. It is said he had not intended to be
a candidate, since it was usually conferred on per-
sons of age, who had earned a considerable repu-
tation by their conduct in youth and manhood ; so
that Hompesch would have been too young, and was
not engaged to do so, till a priest laid before him
that a Frenchman could not be chosen at that me
ment ; for that no Frenchman could maintain him-
self between two such furious parties. To side with
either the Directory, or Legitimists, were alike de-
struction. Which advice that ought to have kept
him aloof from the same rock if he had much judg-
ment, easily lighted up his miserable ambition. Nor
were his principles perhaps very bad. But he had
not the firmness necessary to a grand master in even
the commonest times ; more especially he had not that
analogous to the situation his temerity had courted.
It would have needed a greater genius than Napoleon
Buonaparte himself, to succeed with the feeble discor-
dant means possessed by the knights then; while
France, however shaken by internal dissensions, was
still a splendid nation.

It had been supposed Bonaparte had some design
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of getting a Spaniard, the Prince de la Paix, Godoy,
made grand master; but if so, it soon evaporated.
And on the contrary. There were.councils and in-
sane meetings without number. Day nor night was
there a moment’s quiet; but every one went roaming
and blustering about. Except indeed some ; and the
terrified women, who kept pining in corners. If
Hompesch retained his principles, he did not dare
avow them. The reverse, and that he was rather
in favour of the revolution, was the vulgar opinion.
There were multitudes of extravagant play. An
Ttalian knight astonished the elder members of the
council by expressing at length what he hesitated
to propose till called upon by the public voice.

“ Seeing that our finances are going to utter ruin
with a velocity increasing every hour; nor do I for
an instant object to our maintaining the three
French Languages, for it is our bounden duty after
theirhavinglost all in France; seeing nothing in these
quarters but ruin, and that similar dangers threaten
all Europe, is it not better for us to leave this
region of despair, to gather all we can of our move-
able property, and sail off? Nor do I mean towards
Russia, or any part of Europe, nor any island in the
Asian division of the Mediterranean, where we
should be soon followed, and subjected to every sort
of persecution. Yet England forms an exception,
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and we formerly had a Language there, but now not
—nor have we any reason to expeot it at present;
even the contrary, since France is her declared
enemy, and we have so many knights of that
nation. 8till England, which is at this moment the
greatest maritime power in the world, will not per-
seoute, but rather aid us a little from the natural
love of aristocracy for a like body ; and that pity for
worthy people which, it is said, has almost invari-
ably distinguished the English. Then I see but
one road to success, if we have the energy to take
it; T mean sailing for the antipodes, as would be
one of the South Sea Islands, of which there are
geveral uninhabited, according to the recent circum-
navigators. We should not be in a much worse
state than our ancestors when they left Rhodes.
So far off in those fair antipodal places, I dare say
no one would assault us. And better still, if we
returned to the ancient customs of our founders, and
the two first centuries of our order, on the conti-
nent of Asia. Jerusalem is inland. The primitive
Hospitallers knew nothing of ships. We might
establish ourselves in some parts of Chili or Peru,
which would not be ungrateful to the inhabitants
there ; particularly if we paid them some small equi-
valent. Long the arms that could reach us there;
even Madrid could come to no effective hostilities



200 THE HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF (BOOK 1V.

against us. There wild horses are in plenty, and
we might become expert riders and lancers, like
our ancestors. And we might have our hospital
like them ; exercise hospitality as well as here. If
no Turks to fight, the age for that is over. But
here we have no choice; there we should have.
Besides, have we not Spanish and Portuguese
knights to instruct us? Without any idea of giving
up any scope of our creation,we might execute all pro-
posed, and return after this tremendous hurricane
blows itself out, and blow itself out it assuredly will.
But at present what possible safety, but in escaping
from the blast ? Are we not like other willows?
But on its cessation, we might return ; not indeed
to this petty island, but nearer to the Holy
Land!?”

‘What would have come of this proposal cannot
be told ; for the council broke up in confusion, some
unwilling to look the danger in the face, but misled
into sliding towards it by chance ; others in open
anger, readier to talk of a bold defence, than pro-
' vide for such a crisis. Many loved believing that
the Christian countries would never permit persons
belonging to the noblest families in Christendom to
be ill-treated or slaughtered; and that the worst
that could happen would be to have a little increase
of taxation. Some of the best knights were not
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sorry that a reform would be necessary, in which all
the plate and similar finery of the order would be
~ consumed, and force them to resume the frugal and
simple manners of their heroic ancestors, as more
befitting their profession, whether in a military or
sacred point of view. In short, nothing was done;
nor do I find the subject was ever taken up again.
The noble and magnanimous conduct of Russia (in
whatever it originated), which certainly meant pure
good, yet produced this of bad, that it blinded the
Knights of Malta to their imminent destruction.

Here is Napoleon Buonaparte close on the footsteps
of the Admiral, who, as well as the indefati-
gable diplomatist, who had concealed his poli- 1795
tical under the disguise of his consular function, the
French Consul at Malta, had disseminated sedition
and treason all through Valetta; not at all except-
ing the knights, particularly the French knights,
and their well-known chief, Ransjat, who indeed
was an eloquent fanatic, a grand cross of the
treasury.

Buonaparte was then on his way to Egypt, with
an immense fleet of transports, some two hundred
merchantmen, laden with all the troops and stores
requisite for that expedition, inclusive of the scientific
body, with their books and instruments. Nor were
~ the Maltese aware of what is well known now, that
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the Directory’s strict orders were not to stop at
Malta, if there was any resistance, which might
create a delay extremely injurious to the main object,
which was Egypt ; so that if the- grand master had
made even the show of defence, Buonaparte would
have continued on his voyage ; the more that Nelson
was already on his track. This visit to Malta had
the effect of a short respite, for it misled Nelson to
the West Indies. And if returning he at last found
the French fleet off the Nile, he would have per-
formed his exploit much more effectual before.
Buonaparte had unwittingly given him an oppor-
tunity, of which he, unfortunately for the knighthood,
did not avail himself. Then both Directory and
Nelson combined to save Malta ; but the total want
of firmness in Hompesch, and all the treasonable
preparations in the island, such as the spoiling of
the gunpowder, and the flight of the treasurer,
secured its fall. Yet when the conqueror was off
the harbour, there were not wanting some courageous
voices still in the council: ¢ Often has the Holy
See rescued creatures otherwise forlorn.  'Whatever
unfortunate exceptions may have been, yet charity
is its basis, and generally it is true to it, although
the democrats pretend the contrary, and would force
us to believe them. I am then for following the
policy proposed to our grand master—appeal to
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Rome. And still better appeal would be to
our own swords. If decision and promptitude be
necessary to our own body, more so as to the
island at large. 'What we submit to ourselves, no
one can reasonably blame as to the inhabitants.
Mutual should be our hardships and valiant defence.
Then we may crush the head of the serpent, or
we are destroyed; make your minds up to it.
Meekness, and we shall have our throats cut quietly.
Their guillotine is soon erected ! And what is worse,
this ancient, most noble, most beloved order extin-
guished! Hope for no protection from any one;
Russia is too distant. Do you not perceive how
every sovereign in Europe trembles? Every state
totters? Our own good swords alone are to be de-
pended on. They are our only resource! I am
ashamed to go on, as if you wanted to be put in
mind of your ancestors and encouraged. Not all,
but some of us have had their hearts and souls
spirited away, I fear; and a base panic terror has
begun creeping over us like other European sove-
reigns. But it ought not—must not be so! If
this invader frighten us, we are decidely gone—in-
fallibly ruined—not only our state, but our very
existence. It is not only exile, but abject poverty
and death. Let him promise, but not one of his
promises will he keep. To crouch to him is dis-
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honour, famine, scorn, beggary, the vilest servitude !
Respond to my defiance ; there he is, but here are
we!” There was a shout, but was it of the ma-
jority? And there were popular shrieks without;
it was evidently a revolutionary noise—and the
deputation which had been sent to visit the great
magazine entered in evident dismay. ¢ Not only the
gunpowder dealed out to the various batteries has
been spoiled, as you know ; but the great magazine
itself, all it contains ; the provisions for four years
utterly spoiled—not an ounce worth a farthing.
How it came to pass may ask chemical inquiry;
but as to military and immediate use, it is beyond
the smallest doubt entirely destroyed, we think.”
And that bailiff, though of a green old age and per-
haps not timid, appeared petrified. And in ran
another and said, ‘ Buonaparte has landed.” On which
Ransjat got up and approaching Hompesch handed
him the key of the treasury, saying hurriedly that
he could not fight against the French. It was the
only instance of the kind says Boisgelin—and a
plain declaration of high treason; but it was also
bold at least and candid. A great confusion ensued,
during which Hompesch retired through a kind of
private door, which shut after him ; and opened only
on the outside. Perhaps Ransjat would have
followed ; but how could he ? There was the pub-
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lic door, but it was at the bottom of the room; and
how get to it? But certainly Ransjat is said to
have become deadly pale. Perhaps he thought
he never might be allowed to leave that room.
“ Neither should,” opined more than one of those
cavaliers. “If there be traitors amongst us,” with
a voice like thunder cried a knight (after having
locked the great door inside, which Ransjat seeing
is reported to have got, if possible, still paler),
“which I prefer not believing, in spite of all that
noise about the gunpowder and at such a critical
moment too—such culprits ought instantly be put
an end to. There was what sufficed for valiant men
before the discovery of gunpowder, and why not now
too? Our cannons are useless, that is all ; but the
works and drawbridges are serviceable the same ;
and this invasion may be easily prevented from
penetrating into our city.”

How it had ended it is vain to attempt divining;
for a loud report was heard from a platoon of wild
Maltese militia in open sedition, and indeed mixed
with a rabble of rioters of the lowest of the people,
and among them some young scamps of citizens ; all
armed, who fired into the keyhole and at once burst
in the door, and Ransjat running to them put him-
self into security in their centre; and their bayonets
having in an instant cleared the room, they issued with
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loud republican cries and bearing Ransjat with them ;
so some of Hompesch’s servants came and shut the
door again as well as they could. And all was for
the moment over.

Terrified by no few of the revolutionary Maltese,
who strutting through the rooms of the palace, gave
it clearly to be understood, that not only they
counted on the grand master as nothing, but that they
themselves were the real lords and would deliver up
the city to Buonaparte, whether the knights liked it
or not; yet the very difficulty of his situation ap-
pears to have elevated Hompesch’s spirit a little once ;
resolving to go forth and present himself to the mob
and call upon them to return to their former fidelity,
and defend the island against all invasion. The
great probability is that they would have shot him—
which many of the order representing to him and that
his murder at that moment would be assuredly the
signal for a universal murder of all the knights, and
that his life had ceased to be his own property from
the day he had become grand master ; he allowed
hjmself to be persuaded to abstain from the project.
Yet if he had realised it, who knows but it might
have sucoeeded ? A band of stout men executed the
sentence of the grand master, and carried Ransjat
into prison at St. Angelo’s. But what use of it?
The mob broke into that fort and liberated him.
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Then, under colour of armistice, Buonaparte himself
came into the city without any fear whatsoever ; for
it was clear the grand master had lost all power.
Not however to lodge at the palace did he come;
but in the house of a Maltese of consideration. The
grand master asked Buonaparte to supper that very
night ; which he refused, and pretended on the con-
trary that the grand master at the head of his knights
should first come to visit him. This was too humi-
liating ; still after a day or two of reluctance, Hom-
pesch was obliged to submit to it. The interview
was cold and of no importance whatever; as to what
was called the capitulation, curious document, which
then first appeared, pretending to be between the
grand master and Buonaparte, and had not the former’s
signature at all! The only Hospitaller who signed it,
was Ransjat himself; no longer a member of the
order he had renounced.! Yet on the whole it cannot be
denied that, ¢ Hompesch had done what could never
be repaired, and gave a mortal stab to his order ; and
he and his party (if he had any) cannot prevent
their names from being delivered down to posterity
among those celebrated villains who have betrayed
their country and caused all its misfortunes,” cries
one of his knights not unreasonably ; although per-
haps with somewhat of exaggeration as regards Hom-

1 Appendix, ccxxxvi.
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pesch, who may have been rather a feeble creature
totally beneath his difficult situation, than a villain.
As to the celebrity it certainly came entirely from
the order he had the honour to head—and not in
the least from him. The capitulation was in sub-
stance ; that the knights give up Malta to the French
army, that the French shall try to engage the Rad-
stadt congress to procure a principality for the grand
master equivalent to the one he gave up; that in
the meanwhile the Republic promises to pay him an
annual pension of three hundred thousand French
livres, besides two annats of pension as an indemni-
fication for his personals; that he shall be treated
with the usual honours during his stay at Malta;
that the French knights may return to France, as if
they had never left it; that the French Republic
will use its influence with the Cisalpine, and all Italy
and Switzerland, to do similarly regarding the
knights of those nations; that the French Republic
shall give an annual pension of seven hundred
French livres to each knight now resident in Malta ;
and one thousand to each above sixty years of age ;
that the French will employ its credit with the dif-
ferent powers, that the knights may dispose of the
property of fhe order in their dominions ; that the
knights shall not be deprived of their private pro-
perty in Malta, and that its other inhabitants are
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left their religion, privileges and property, and not
be subject to any extraordinary taxes, and that all
civil acts under the late government shall be valid.”
But these conditions were by no means kept. Neither
the three Maltese, the Sicilian or the Spanish min-
isters had anything to do with the order. So that one
of the chief parties gave no assent whatever; and de
Jure the entire deed is as if it never existed. But
de jure, only a risible jeer at that time, had its whole
validity from brute force alone. |
Disastrous was the aspect with which the Buona-
parte star first rose on troubled Europe. It was pro-
claiming the extinction of all the laws of nations, and
that treaties were only binding just as long as it
suited the stronger party ; and that no appeal of the
weaker was of any avail whatsoever. Some in-
stances of the kind were at every period to be found,
but it may be doubted, if that immoral practice was
at any time so universal and openly established as
during the next ten years and better. With the
single exception of England—which some attribute
to her insular situation exclusively, and not at all
to steadier and superior principles of action, or real
grandeur or any riches infinitely mightier, not only
than those of commerce, but those of the most aristo-
cratic of landed proprietors—with England’s single

exception, the governments of Europe (each in its
VOL. IV. P
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turn) were to fall into a decline of more or less
duration. The grand master began a long list of who
had ceased to govern. Never has the direct con-
trary of honesty is the best policy, prevailed to so
barefaced an extent as throughout the times alluded
to. An armistice of twenty-four hours was proposed ;
but Buonaparte’s people set about making preparations
for his entry, as if the city was already taken, and ex-
plained the flag of truce into surrender ; and a capitu-
lation not signed by both the principals, as had been
evenof the barbarousTurk at Rhodes, allowed invaders
to walk into Malta and insult the grand master within
his own fortress ; round which the invading artillery
were being placed by who knew very well that their
commander-in-chief was sleeping there ; the terror
they had caused was enough, and no need of firing.
By this most insidious operation, work of secret
treason, to which that of sappers, miners, is as
nothing, was taken without a shot one of the best-
fortified towns in existence. Indeed even Buona-
parte thought it inexpugnable; and looking on
some of the pieces said, ‘ Well for us that we had
friends to open the doors!” The whole night be-
tween the 10th and 11th of June was spent in the
most tumultuous manner. An insurrection of the
people was tried at with unexampled diligence and
treachery—accusing the French knights of being in
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league with their countrymen ; the very reverse being
the truth, with few exceptions. The order was now
indeed critically situated ; not counting above four
thousand defenders. The grand master offered money
and in appearance at least, attempted to lead back
the people to good behaviour, and take courage ; but
quite in vain. All respect was lost. Confusion and dis-
order were at such a pitch, that the Maltese Militia
shot each other in the streets. The people, roused
to blind fury, directed it towards the most innocent
commanders, who were pointed out as the guilty,
instead of the real criminals, who were under the
mob’s protection ; not but some of the citizens, with
tears in their eyes at this ungovernable anarchy,
waited on the grand master, as if spirited and noble
conduct in him might possibly have brought over
a portion of the troops, and some -of the riotous
rabble; but it was too late. Householders had
become frightened at beholding the populace turned
savage and in revolt, and seeing they were capable of
sacking the whole town, and destroying everything.
Too true ; but they should have added that they them-
selves were the traitors,who had misled the multitude,
and caused the misfortunes they were now bewail-
ing. Spacious and splendid apartments and the
drawing-rooms of a court were now filled by a pro-

miscuous crowd of nobles, lawyers, merchants, shop-
P2
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keepers, shop-boys, perhaps shop-lifters, lowest of the
low,who proudly strutting, as if those rooms belonged
to them, and pompously threatening, bawled they had
just signed a paper before the Dutch consul, that they
would submit to the French, and deliver the city
up into the hands of General Buonaparte, without at-
tending to knights or order. There were stout-hearted
cavaliers, but yet none of them possessed the energy
requisite for so difficult a situation, and worthy of
their ancestors. It was an avowal of weakness, and
consciousness of inability to face the boaster in the
saloons, that they had retired into a back room.
This was towards sunset. Liberty and equality and
long life to Ransjat, resounded He had got out of
Castle St. Angelo by the mob’s breaking into it, and
they were now carryiﬂg him in triumph to the palace.
He seems to have been in the Orient and signed
before his imprisonment. But it has a mystery that
is not explained by his own justification, and his
declaration that many knights and the grand master
had entreated him to go on board for the capitulation,
which may be true or not.! An hour after sunset,
the French were reported to have entered in one
body into the city, which increased the tumult.

! Ransjat : Paris, 9th year of the republic, and re-printed

Malta, 1837. But it is rather a justification of Vaubois (who
did not need it), than of himself under Hompesch.



CHAP. VL.] ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 213

Then it was that the council really met. Emissaries
had poisoned the popular mind during so many hours
night and day, that they deprived the grand master
of the little authority still left to him. Huzzas,
cries of rage and fear, and shots could be heard from
the square in its front, ringing through the palace
even so as to penetrate into the council chamber in
its rear. ¢ Whether it be that the gunpowder was
spoiled, or that there were means used for its not
being rendered effectual by being served out, it is
equally certain there was treason; which is alse
proved by yonder man having been forced in upon
us by a popular sedition, which has ruined our order
and Malta. They call him a grand cross, as he was
once; but he has himself renounced our order, so is no
member of it,and vitiates this our, perhaps last,sitting.
Yet I am far from voting him out.” ‘‘ No,” thundered
Ransjat. ‘It is not the people that have ruined
our order ; but itself, its own finances. Which of
you is a better judge than I am, who have been your
Minister of Finance for twenty-one years? In
1788 the revenue of the order was above three
millions of francs, in net revenue, and its expenses
about two; leaving a clear gain of two hundred
thousand. But from the year 1790, there has been
a deficit every year, and since 1792, when the
property in France, Germany, and Arragon, was
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confiscated, has become ruinous. The order had four
millions of francs from France alone, of which one
half went in expenses, chieflyin France; so that its net
here might be valued at one and a half. The French
confiscation must soon have ruined you, without any
sedition—nor was it I who ruined, but I am he who
would have prevented the ruin of ourorder; forIwould
have reformed it, to be worthy of the glorious era we
begin, of liberty and equality, and of the holy rights of
man. Papal bulls, electioneering broils and pecuniary
distresses,all diminished or ceasing, it is not quite im-
possible but we might have found out how it might be
employed in some way not unworthy of the new-born
glories of our age.”—* Hold your peace, most infa-
mous Ransjat. Would that your eloquence could ex-
cuse you! But words cannot ; not even yours. No
necessity for hushing to hear the shouts and shots
outside. They cry for our blood, you know. Why,
behold the Russian ambassador who put his life in
great danger in endeavouring to save an innocent
man from those revolutionary furies; nor did he
succeed, for they murdered several before his eyes.!
But it is revolution outside ; here we are shut in,
and nearly every one of us armed. 'Why should we
not defend ourselves and the state ? The capitulation
is all a sham. All on one side, as invalid for us, as
unbinding on them. Who has signed it? None of us but
1 MS. Coll.
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Ransjat ! who by his own word is no longer of our
order.! But he is of our order still, or why is he here?
Only this day is full of contradictions. One thing
is sure, that we ought not to fall and disperse
without resistance. If there be traitors amongst
us, they ought instantly—and there is no severity
in what I demand—be put an end to. 'We have not
a moment to lose ; those furious howls tell you so.
A little energy may save us yet. Trials are for those
who have hours to dispose of. A strong suspicion
must suffice in this extremity. None of us should
be even suspected. Begin with me. Willingly I
put my life to the vote, ready to die without defence.
Sentence, and I submit. There the scimitar, and here
is my bosom—bare, as you see! So of each within
these four walls! Only death; rather die guiltless
than guilty. One after another be the life of every
one of us balloted, and the ins‘ant he is condemned
likewise executed by the sword next him. So the
traitors may be got rid of, or we not live to see them
triumph. Then we shall be sure of each other,
and darting forth like one man, be certain of it,
that even our small corps imitating our ancestors,
will be more than sufficient to put all those undis-
ciplined soldiers and vociferous rabble to flight ; and
drive every one of them and our few invaders out
of the town. And closing the gates and lifting up

! Appendix, Num. ccxxxvi.
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the drawbridge, we may still remain masters within
this city. And may then decide in a chapter general
what is to be done for the safety of the order; even
when it be to renounce our wealth and most frugally
secluded from the world live within this same inexpug-
nable fortress ; resisting whatsoever force may come
against us; after some weeks perhaps extending our
possessions to the whole island—if these islanders
cordially unite with us—and in this state of
honourable penury wait until the actual storm be
over ; though it may blow hard for several ”’—per-
haps years he would have said, but the bursting in
of the doors by a whole body of French bayonets
with poor vile Hompesch held forcibly at their head,
dissolved the assembly, and unfortunate Boisgelin
had but to sheathe his sword and retire with his com-
panions. Yet his proposal however extravagant,
was not more so than several that succeeded in his-
tory. Though it afterwards seemed superfluous and
bombast. Perhaps it only proved that he was not
capable of executing what he nobly thought; not
in the least equal to those historic heroes who in one
included both thought and act. Both must be in the
same person in such situations. No time for infusing
your idea into others. Example not by words but ac-
tion is the only thing.  Yet such simultaneousness,

is it not cruel to expect it ? Here it was not, and
everything was gone !
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The Turksnever destroyed so much at Rhodes, as
French during their first days at Malta; pulling
down all the statues of renowned heroes, and
chiselling out the coats-of-arms everywhere, and
even over the palace—Hompesch himself present.
The French have been distinguished lovers of the
fine arts since ; and even at that very time their
army contained a deputation of scientific men, and
able artists, who should have prevented such bar-
barous profanation, but did not—perhaps could not.
That he had not the power, is possibly the best
excuse for Buonaparte himself, whose wishes must
have been quite the contrary to similar mischief. -
Denon, whose rich mind must have been already
prepared for the splendid book he was so shortly to
compose, could not but have been opposed to such
Vandalism. It were a grievous injustice to him
not to be certain of it. Whatever be your opinion
as to his artistical prominence, and qualifications to
be the historian of Egyptian antiquities, still is it
incredible that any one should take him for so utterly
denuded of all respect for works of art; which,
whether of the lowest class, or any class, merit at least
some degree of consideration. Deliberately with a
chisel! If they were howeverbad, they became worse.

The fronts of the houses in Malta are still
there defaced, and will perhaps for many years bear
evidence to the truth of what I am sorry I cannot
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but relate. The broken statues have disappeared
naturally ; but not so with the edifices, that have that
awful accusation written ineffaceably on their
marble foreheads. Pardon the poor Bedouin !
Three or four days of continual insults sufficed to
teach Hompesch it was not enough to have abdi-
cated, but that he must quit Malta. Abdicated
Hompesch was as unlike L’Isle Adam, as the
Directory (for to them, not Buonaparte, his perse-
cution is to be imputed) were to Solyman. ¢ Some
of the French Knights of Malta joined the tri-
coloured flag; yet I will not blame, but pity them,”
wrote the high-minded Boisgelin afterwards in Lon-
don. To wound Hompesch the more, it was Rans-
jat was sent to him with an ungrateful message, as
to how much, or rather how little, the capitulation was
to be followed—the very he who is accused of having
plundered much of the grand master’s effects, and
sold even his cypher seal—he now came to say that
all his plate and jewels were confiscated, and that
therefore he handed him several of his reliques, from
which all their precious stones, and setting, and gold
or silver, or other rich cases, had been subtracted—
that in place of these, and all his personal property,
he was to receive seven hundred thousand franes ; but
that one-half of that sum must be left in the island
for his creditors ; that of the three hundred and fifty
thousand he was to receive he gave him two-thirds in
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paper (whose real value was extremely problematic,
whatever the nominal), and the remainder, less than
four thousand pounds, was all he got in money, and
could reasonably be sure of; with this too, that he
was to embark for Trieste, not on board a ship of
war, but of a common merchantman, and that who-
ever pleased to accdmpany him, would be held to be
individuals at their own expense, and not forming
any part of his suite ; and that to keep him to his
course, and prevent him touching land anywhere else,
or having any correspondence with the enemy, he like
any other convict,should be subject to the inspection of
the marine police, a corvette, until at a certain point.
The cruel and humiliating interview over the night
preceding, he embarked about a couple of hours after,
and cleared the harbour just at sunrise on the 19th
of June, 1798, accompanied by five knights, a page,
and two servants-at-arms.

Thus, far from their natural orbit, sort of exile
from the land of their predilection, in the small
island of Malta, ill adapted to their duties of hos-
pitality, yet endeavouring to consult utility to man-
kind, main scope of their profession, even there did
the knights continue through their fourth period of
above two centuries and a half, under twenty-seven
grand masters.!

! Appendix, Num. cexxxvii.
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ABEYANCE THE FOURTH.

THE less said on such a dreary matter the better.
If any one had written during former abeyances,
I should at least have a precedent. But happily
for all other historians of the order, they wrote
after it was restored; so in the full of glory.
The nearer to the abeyance, the nearer to the
recent triumph. If the Nile was to avoid being
ever seen -small, so neither should this glorious
order be exhibited in her lowest estate and troubles;
until she had got triumphantly out of them.

To be practically useful, is the atmosphere out of
which she cannot possibly exist; deprived of that
essential quality, she never should display herself,
or imagine she can stand an instant. It would be
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totally contrary to the spirit of our founder. Utility
to mankind was what his plan was built on. It
saved Christendom, when there was no other way of
saving it. And certainly, but for the Hospitallers,
the Turks would have advanced from Constantinople
into the very innermost heart of Europe! The order’s
war, like the crusaders’ themselves, was simply and
rigorously defensive; on the same principle that to
defend Carthage, Hannibal attacked Rome. But
not in a Turkish war lies utility to Christendom
now. In a strict alliance with the Turk, it may.
Than useless, far rather allow herself to die off. It
were no ignoble death ! In thus ending my history, I
give up all pretension to being oNE (simplez dun-
taxat ef unum), as I hoped; all which could only
be, if after historically getting through the Abey-
ance, I could relate of another modification, replacing
the order on its original pedestal of practical utility.
But indeed with the catastrophe of Malta ends my
history. So finding myself get old, I give it to the
world in this unfinished and defective state, without
more waiting. My attempting part of an abeyance,
already much longer than any of the preceding three
(though in every other respect not half so painful and
willno doubt come likethem toahappyresultatlength),
part comprising from the calamitous day brought on us
by France, to the present hour, is only to gratify fair
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curiosity ; and should be received as no more than a
brief hasty sketch.

Posterior to a tedious and disagreeable voyage of
thirty-nine days, Hompesch reached Trieste ; where,
after ashort stay, he resigned his office and separated
from the companions of his flight ; and with what
became of him subsequently no need of inquiring.
Before that, an alert Russian courier from Malta had
reached St.Petersburgh; sothat the unfortunate grand
master’s abdication counts from his leavingthe island;
and it follows that the Emperor of Russia in his
quality of Protector had in the strictest view a full
right to proclaim himself ZLocumtenens. Nor is it
not with some little pride it is recorded how in that
moment of extreme disorder, between on the one
hand an autocrat reputed mad (though perhaps un-
justly, only because he saw farther than most
people), and on the other universal revolution,
headed by a formidable warrior, who was shortly to
be the conqueror of all the European Continent—
not even in that cruel dilemma, was there any
irregularity in the order’s proceedings—happy
casualty, which after all is but another name for the
direct intervention of a benevolent Providence, to be
deigned to them the more perhaps, from considering
the merits of the Hospitallers of former ages,
rather than their own individual inadequacy to their
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most unhappy circumstances. The Protector® or
Locumtenens having been already legalized by a
grand master, had no need of the election of
a council, as would have been instantly the case,
otherwise ; but assumed his vicarious power at once,
as naturally as the Camerlengo at Rome enters into
office as soon as the Pope dies ; and, in the order at
least, to die and to abdicate are the same thing.
Then completely was it in rule, that on the 29th
of June, Paul took the protectorship, and on the 27th
of October, the knights then present at St.Petersburgh
elected him to the grand mastery, as they had a per-
fect right to do ; and offered him the magisterial cap,
&c. in a public audience, which after mature reflec-
tion he accepted, on the 13th of November ; the Rus-
sian vice-chancellor pronouncing the act of accept-
ance, and all the knights taking the oath usual on
such an occasion. So that up to Paul’s death, for that
short time it appears he was really grand master;
for any little variation in form may be excused from
the urgency, and in substance there was none.
Therefore it is to be supposed future historians of
our order will give him a place in the magisterial

1 To that day the order’s only Protector had been the Kings
of England. Neither France nor Germany, however friendly,
had that distinguished title. It was like ZWreopolior belonging

to England alone. Unice noster protector was said even to Henry
VIII. Appendix, Num. cexii., ccxiv., cexv.
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roll, rather ascribing to him fine intentions in its
favour, than any effectual benefits.  After his death
the link of connexion between Russia and the heads
of the order, appears less close. I do not find it at
all necessary to stir up what was a turbid period for
nearly all continental Europe ; except only France,
who at least had military glory as a compensation
for much suffering. And a splendid and tenderly
beloved compensation it will always be to that nation
of soldiers. Whatever Buonaparte did, or was in
the intention of doing in favour of our order, fell
with his throne, and died with him. In the congress
of 1815 the treatment of the -order was of a piece
with the ingratitude displayed in many places, and
the dislike of freedom everywhere and to every feel-
ing of independence. Better for the residue of Nor-
mans, and the representatives of the heroes founded
by Gerard, and of the illustrious spirits of no small
number of ages, that they owe nothing to that meeting
of absolute monarchs. Would it have been befitting
such a government as ours, far more resembling a com-
monwealth than absolutism, and where the seeds of
constitutional freedom had been always preserved ?
If the grand masters for a time were misled into
“some encroachments, these were sure to be put an end
to by the first chapter general ; and chapters general
could not but be convened in times of signal difficulty,
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or any great financial disaster. Why should we then
have been restored in 1815? That we were not, is
a merit now ; and ought to be considered so with all
wise lovers of regulated liberty, whatever ensue.
There are blemishes in all human things. And
injustice must be put up with, until we prove it to
be clearly the interest of the nations to restore us.
Nor is it quite easy to point out, how we could be
rendered useful to mankind. Yet that is the very
foundation of our order. All without it is vain
buffoonery. 'We ought never to be seen in the
world but as pre-eminently and practically useful.
Until then, better continue our sickly slumber. But
we can tell in what we cannot be of the least use. Not
in an island, nor nautically, nor warring with Turks.
A small island ; what do then ? Be carried off by
pirates! A fine end for the banner of our glorious
order! Then we ought to return to our first em-
ployment during above two hundred years, when we
had the name of Equites; because we were horsemen
and knew nothing of the sea.

‘Whatever was done as to the order, during the years
immediately following 18156, challenges, perhaps, no
very anxious inquiry. Of small importance is it whe-
ther reduced to beggary or not, since it confessedly is
not rich enough to do any of its duties; which it can

VOL. IV. Q
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neverdowithout a spot on earth that it can call its own.
Sovereign and independent in name, it must be so
in reality, before it can effect the purposes for which
it was created. Not to be useful in a small matter,
but in great matters was the object of its founder; and
he executed it in the way then effective; and if
he were in the actual circumstances, the same
faculties of mind which discerned the best in those
times, would have well-known how to discover the
surest manner to-day.

In Cattania and various places the order lived
secluded. Powers, who acknowledged our grand
master to be a sovereign of the second or third class,
prescribed his being called only Locum-tenens until
possessing a sovereignty.

In 1837 the residence was Ferrara under Locum-
tenens Brusca, whose successor Locum-tenens Can-
dida, removed to Rome, and on his death, was fol-
lowed by Locum-tenens Colloredo, relation of him
who in 1840, represented his Imperial Majesty in
Vienna, the Empress being so by his niece, who as
Hospitalleress, wore a broad black ribbon and white
cross, which caught the eye at once.

Colloredo too lives in the house that belonged to
his ambassadorat Rome. There, witha restricted circle
of members, he preserves carefully what remainsof the
order’sarchives, and hasseveral writers, some servants,
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and a few horses and carriages, like a not rieh private
lord who keeps a hospitable, and even splendid table, at
least upon great occasions ; and without taking any
active part whatsoever in the politics of the day in
any country. Nor will this appear otherwise than
praiseworthy. It required resolution, and was the
only conduct that became the fallen order. It de-
serves the gratitude of all parties. Assuredly the
most of the knights round their chief are old men ;
for they are the highest dignitaries of the order,
many of whom had entered it at Malta ; and equit-
able it is, and pious and fitting that younger mem-
bers, wherever stationed, should squeeze their means
a little, for the purpose of rendering the age of their
superiors as pleasing and honourable as possible.
This too is a mark of delicacy to which no one
will object. This to be sure is an over easy life, not
fitting any person not absolutely decrepit. But the
order at Rome is not a fair sample ; for those to be
met with elsewhere are, for the greatest part, fine
youths. The property of the order has been in
part restored in many countries, and in some, as
Bohemia, never was confiscated or dilapidated. At
Vienna the order has an ambassador and a secretary
of legation. Many of the Austrian officers are
Knights of Malta. One of the Imperial family, son
of the celebrated warrior, the Arch-duke Charles,
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possibly one of the handsomest young men in
Europe, and who had distinguished himself both in
army and navy, became a knight with all the antique
ceremonies, and pronounced the irrevocable oaths
in the presence of the Empress and all the Court at
Vienna. In the first bloom of life, beloved by every
one who knew him, accustomed to a sovereign rank,
and with the most industrious habits of attending to
businessand the public offices on a great scale—(nor
a more exact accountant ever was), and habituated to
a high command, and led the attack of St. Jean
D’Acre in Ibrahim’s time—he seemed created on
purpose for the magisterial dignity, and indeed Col-
loredo had become locum-tenens with the intention to
abdicate in his favour, and certainly the Arch-duke
Frederick cultivated the idea ; and if dislike to quit the
imperial service, and perhaps some wild juvenile pas-
sions which would soon have disappeared, made him
defer awhile, it was his firm design to procure the
order’s restoration and become its grand master. Of
many projects on that subject, one (which was read to
him in the arsenal of Venice, where he then com-
manded and spent several hoursin itevery day withre-
markable assiduity) seemedto be sure of success. On
finding himself seated opposite hisimperial highness at
a small table in aremote room and without any third
person, an unknown individual asked him whether
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he chose to be spoken to as a prince, or as a simple
knight, as between equals from a knight to another
knight, and upon his deigning to prefer the latter:
“Then let me remind you that though born on the
steps of the throne, you can never become emperor
without the deaths of many whom you cannot and
ought not to wish dead. You absolutely are cut
off from all hopes of that kind. — Nor probably
would you be one of the new small kings—as of
Greece for example,” and the Arch-duke smiled with
scorn, and replied no !—¢ Then the only way for you
to become a legitimate -sovereign is to restore your
order and become its grand master. It is easy, you
have but to wish it. The only real difficult thing
you have already got over ! It may be some special
providence, beyond all human calculation. I cer-
tainly never should have dared proposing the fearful
step to a young man of your rank and means; but it
was taken before we met. You had pronounced them
of yourself in the most solemn manner, those irrevo-
cable oaths which bind you never to marry. Then
why not take the good as you have taken the hard ?
Nothing easier than thus to acquire a sovereignty
which, however, small is full of fair fame; and which
placing you amongst themostlegitimate of sovereigns,
will carry your name with glory to all ages. Nor is
it to be lightly prized that you will always walk sur-



230 THE HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF  [BooK Iv.

rounded by a guard of most faithful and heroic men,
whose interests are strictly bound up with your own.”
So to the project he assented fully, only that he could
not put it into execution immediately. And on his
hailing him as the restorer, Prince Frederick rose in
a transport of evident satisfaction, and took his hand
and squeezed it in his own and kissed him on both
his cheeks ; but added he could not begin executing
it instantly. How forget that day ? There he stood
the very picture of health and manly beauty! He
was then about thirty-two. His intimate knowledge
of finance and all official business and war by land
or sea—his habits of application, his travels almost
over the entire globe—he had every qualifica-
tion natural and acquired that could be wished—
his speaking of various languages, English cer-
tainly like an Englishman, and indeed few
Englishmen knew their native land so minutely ;
nor apparently was there a spot in England, Scotland
or Ireland where he had not been. To see him
one would have taken him for no Austrian, but
English duke. In fine he seemed inimitably adapted
to what had been proposed ; and no doubt he would
have been one of the order’s most illustrious grand
masters ; and by that restoration too, would have ac-
quired a celebrity at least equal, and perhaps
superior, to that of D’ Aubusson or L’Isle Adam. But
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when he uttered ‘“not instantly,” he little dreamed,
or any other mortal else either, that his instants were
already counted, and were to be few indeed. For in
less than a week on my returning from a journey, I
found a letter on my table announcing his decease.
They were tumultuous times, and people were un-
willing to believe that one so full of life and health
should so quickly die of a natural death. But how-
ever it be, this is sure, that fever can carry off the
most able-bodied person in three days and less.

“ What would have been so easy for him, was
very hard for any one else ; and for an insignificant
person like me quite impossible,” said the gentle-
man. Nevertheless, contrary to his own surmises,
and the injunction of his best friends, upon finding
nobody offering to take the burden on his shoulders,
he resolved to set to work and do all he could towards
the restoration of the order. So after having made
himself a bore by writing to personages whom he
had not the honour to be in the least acquainted
with, in France, Italy, England, and Germany and
other countries, he is at length utterly convinced of
the impossibility to him ; and therefore gives his pro-
ject to be put into my book. ¢ Whilst I nourished
the faintest hopes,” said he, “I kept it secret ; per-
suaded that secrecy is necessary to the simultaneous-
ness which was a characteristic of the order from
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the beginning, and must be I think of its restoration ;
but now that I am obliged to confess the perfect
hopelessness of my project under me, and that no one
else will undertake its advocacy, I have no objection
to its being published or anything else ; so do with it
what you please.” And what can I do with it but
give it a place in my Appendix? Perhaps it may
turn out of a kind of use in some unforeseen
eventuality.!

Elegancies of language, in this work there are
‘none. If ever they came into my head, I was quickly
obliged to throw them out of it. The manner I
adopted produces extreme exactness. It is not unlike
a sailor who off a dangerous shore is continually
heaving the lead ; and my apologetic tone when not
following Bosio, orany otherof my great predecessors,
shows clearly enough that I regret not to be able to
do so. Nor have I the presumption to hope that
this manner of writing history will be adopted
(though I think it should), for it is too troublesome.
And necessarily recalls the writer to his subject from
any desultory reasoning of his own. And such
continual breaches are highly annoying. As to

1 Egotism, however disagreeable, is far less odious than
even the slightest appearance of want of candour; so the
gentleman is no other than the writer himself. See, just after
the Appendixes.
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Christtap powers.! Nor slack was Malta in gejtfng
ready for'xesistance. Every day some new xfeapon

) \1
fke expedients to resist the Turks,® \364
entirely precludes the possibility of thé‘\

apfending at Trent.*

! Bosio : par. iii., lib. xxiii. 482. 2 Id.: id, xxii. 460.
3 Cod. Dipl. Geros., ii., Num. cxcii.—cxeiii.
1 Id., id., Id., exciv.
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APPENDIX TO BOOK FIRST.

APPENDIX INSTRUMENTORUM, NUM. L.
Donatio Gotofredi de Buglion, vid. Num. xix.,
XX., XX1. 1099
Donatio Gunzelini Comitis in Zuerin.
Ex tomo iz, Reliquie MSS. Petri Ludevig. pag. 496.

Gunzelinus Comes in Zuerin et frater ejus Hein-
ricus dilectis fratribus Hospitalibus Sancti Johannis 1100
in Hierusolima IN. m. , . . ’
per antiquitatem temporis a memoria viventium in obli-
vionis exilium . . . Ideo . .
Creatori nostro licet in modico bona voluntatis nostra devo-
tionem exhibitam in preesentia scribi, sigilli nostri impres-
sione fecimus communiri. Villam itaque Godin cum
omnibus attinentiis suis et cum omni juri praeter judicia
sanguinis « + . eo videlicet tenore contulimus
vobis, ut preedicti agri et eorum cultores a communi servitio
quod ad constituendam urbem vel ad parandam debetur et
ab omni exactione praeter eam quam terrae defensio poscit,
liberi maneant et exempti. Testes autem hi aderant,
Gwilhelmus; Geroldus de Ekelen; Godefridus de Fri-
berge; Switherus; Fridericus Hasencob. Acta sunt heec
anno Domini millesimo centesimo. ’

a
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Num. II. Anno 1100.

Donatio Jordanis filii Radulphi filii Brieni Briset.

Ex Bibl. Cottoniana apud Monast. Anglican. tom. 1., pag. 826,
Notum sit omnibus Sanctee Ecclesiee fidelibus tam
praesentibus quam futuris, quod ego Jordanus filius
Radulphi filii Brieni dedi Deo, et Sanctae Mariz, et
omnibus sanctis, et Roberto Cappellano* . . . XIIII.
acras de terra in campo qui juxta fontem clericorum situs

1100

est liberas et de omnibus rebus quietas; . . . sed
omnino separatas ab acra quod eisdem Hospitalariis in
eodem campo dedi pro XIII. denariis, quos Hospitali de
Jerusalem. per singulos annos in elemosina me daturum
promisseram . . . et sedem ad molendinum faciendum,
salva et retenta propria multura mea et primo loco molendini
. . Hi sunt testes, Alanus, Bernardus, Hugo Canonici.

Num. III. Anno 1101.
Donatio Rogerii Comitis Siciliee Rogerio filio anno 1136
confirmata.

Ez Cod. Dipl. Johannis Christ. Lunig. tom. ¥i. sect. b, pag. 1635.

Universis Christi fidelibus praesentem paginam inspec-
turis. Jacobus, miseratione divina sacrosanctee Hieroso-
lymitane Ecclesie Patriarchee, . . . pro parte religiosi
viri, Magistri sacree domus Hospitalis Sancti Johannis
Hierosolymitani, nobis extitit presentatum quoddam pri-
vilegium sanum et integrum, in nulla sui parte vitiatum
beatee memoriee D. Rogerii, Siciliz, Calabriee, et Apulice
quondam Regis, bullatum ejus Regis bulla plumbea, cum

* Cappellano is then a dignity coeval with the very creation of the
Knights Hospitallers.
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filo serico violaceo pendente, et humiliter supplicatum, ut
illud manu propria transcribi et autenticari, nostraque bulla
plumbea roborari de gratia dignaremur, cujus privilegii
tenor talis est.

In nomine Domini anno incarnationis ejusdem
MCXXXVI. indict XI. Rogerius, divina favente cle-
mentia Rex Sicilize, Ducatus Apuliz, et Principatus Capus
nos, quos Deus in Regno Sicilie primo solio presidere
voluit . . . qua domus Hospitalis sacra beati Johan-
nis Baptistze Hierosolymitani Christi pauperibus et infirmis
continuum preestat hospitium, et levamen, ad justas et
humiles preces fratris Gubaldi, Vener Magni Prioris,
ejusdem sacre domus Hospitalis, et conventus ipsius
totum locum et tenimentum situm in campo Mes- 1101
sane extra muros civitatis, ubi est ecclesia, qua
in honorem St. Johannis Baptistee, sub beatze recor-
dationis glorioso Comite Rogerio, patre nostro, con-
stituta pie noscitur cum omnibus suis edificiis, ccemiterio,
divisis, et pertinentiis, subnotatis, de munificentia nostra
gratie, et favore pro remedio anime ejusdem patris nostri
fel. mem. Comitis Rogerii, matrisque nostree Adelasize
Regine, necnon et nostra, nostrorumque parentum salute
perpetua, dicto venerando priori, et ejus sacro conventui,
ac eorum successoribus concedendum duximus, et perpetuo
confirmamus, firmiter inhibentes, ut preedictum locum et
recreationem infirmorum, illuc confluentium misericorditer,
deputari ob reverentiam Jesu Christi . . . nulla per-
sona sublimis, vel humilis, prelata vel subdita, pertur-
bare, aliquomodo audeat vel offendere seu aliquam violen-
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tiam eis inferre . . . et hospites, ac bona eis collocata
protegere, qui se ad confirmationem languentium, et sos-
tentationem pauperum, quotidie indefessos exhibent.

Ad hujus autem nostra concessionis et confirmationis
memoriam et inviolabilem firmitatem, preesentem paginam
per manus dicti notarii fidelis nostri scribi, nostraque pari
bulla ' plumbea, insigniri preecepimus. = Datum Panormi
per manus Guarini, Can. 6 idus Octobr., anno quinto regni
Rogerii, gloriosissimi Regis Sicilizz, Ducatus Apulize,
Principatus Capuze, decimo, feliciter, Amen.

Num. IV. Anno 1112,

Donatio et Confirmatio Donationum facta ab Arnolfo
Patriarcha Hierosolymitano.
Ez Cod. Diplomatico Hierosolymitano Sebastiano Paols, tom. 3., pag. 4.

« +« . . Consecratus fui Patriarcha in tota
Jherosolymitana Provincia coram Domino Balduino
glorioso . . . . . . . . . .

Hujus autem descriptionis nostre paginam in capitulo
Sancti Sepulchri canonicis audientibus, et assencientibus
feci recitare, sigillique mei impressione insignitam corro-
borari. Si quis autem contra hanc confirmationem nostram
ire voluerit, et aliquo modo infringere temptaverit a per-
ceptione corporis Domini nostri Jhesu Christi alienus fiat
donec resipiscat, et ad satisfactionem veniat. Actum est
autem hoc anno Domini incarnationis M.C. XII., indic-
tione V. Captionis Jherusalem a Christianis XIIIL., Do-
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mini Patriarche Arnulfi primo, et invictissimi Regis

B. XII. Illi vero qui hujus rei testes sunt sub- 1112
scripti permanent in sternum.

S. Roggerii Lidensis Epis- Fulcherus Prior Montis

copi. Oliveti.
Aicardi Prioris Tetpli Do- Rainerii Prioris de St
mini. . Abraham.

. . . . . . . . .

Num. V. Anno 1113.

Bulla Approbationis et Confirmationis Paschali II.

Ex Cod. Diplom. cit. pag. 268, atque ex Collect. Conciliorum P. Joanni
Dominici Manst ad Concilium Beneventanum, tom. ¥., pag. 279.

Paschalis Episcopus servus servorum Dei vene-
rabili Filio Geraudo institutori, ac Preposito 1113
Hierosolymitani Xenodochii ejusque legitimis
successoribus in perpetuum. Pie postulatio voluntatis
effecta debet pro sequente compleri. Postulavit siquidem
dilectio tua, Xenodochium quod in civitate Hierusalem
juxta beati Johannis Baptistee Ecclesiam instituisti, Apos-
tolicee sedis auctoritate munire et beati Petri Apostoli
patrocinio confoveri. Nos itaque piis hospitalitatis tusze
studiis delectati petitionem tuam paterna benignitate
suscipimus, et illam Dei domum, illum Xenodochium et
sub Apostolicae sedis tutela, et beati Petri protectione per-
sistere decreti praesentis auctoritate sancimus. Omnia ergo,
quae ad sustentandas peregrinorum, et pauperum, necessi-
tates vel in Hierosolymitana Ecclesia, vel aliarum Eccle-
siarum parochiis et civitatum territoriis per tue solici-
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tudinis instantiam eidem Xenodochio acquisita, vel a
quibuslibet fidelibus viris oblata sunt, aut in futurum
larguente Deo offerri, vel aliis justis modis acquiri con-
tigerit, queque a venerabilibus fratribus Hierosolimitanz
Ecclesiz Episcopis concessa sunt tam tibi quam succes-
soribus tuis, et fratribus peregrinorum’ illic curam geren-
tibus quieta semper, et integra conservari preecipimus.
Sane fructuum vestrorum decimas, quobuslibet vestris
sumptibus laboribusque colligitis preeter Episcoporum vel
Episcopalium ministrorum contradictionem Xenodochio
vestro habendas possidendasque sancimus. Donationes
etiam quas religiosi Principes de tributis seu vectigalibus
suis eidem Xenodochio deliberaverunt ratas haberi decer-
nimus. Obeunte te nunc ejus loci provisore atque pree-
posito, nullus ibi qualibet surreptionis astutia seu violentia
preponatur, nisi quem fratres ibidem professi secundum
Deum providerint eligendum. Praeterea honores omnes
sive possessiones, quas idem Xenodochium ultra seu citra
mare in Asia videlicet vel in Europa, aut in presenti
habet, aut in futurum largiente Domino poterit adipisci,
tam tibi quam successoribus tuis hospitalitatis pio studio
imminentibus, et per vos eidem Xenodochio in perpetuum
confirmamus. Ad hac adjicientes decernimus, ut nulli
omnino hominum liceat idem Xenodochium temere per-
turbare, aut ejus possessiones auferre vel ablatas retinere,
minuere, vel temerariis vexationibus fatigare. Sed omnia
integra conservantur eorum, pro quorum sustentatione,
gubernatione concessa sunt usibus omnimodis profutura.
Sane Xenodochia sive Ptochia, in occidentis partibus
penes Burgum S. Egidii. Asten. Pisani, Barum, Hispalim,
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Ydrontum, Tarentum, Messanam, Hierosolimitani no-
minis titulo celebrata in tua, et successorum tuorum sub-
jectione ac dispositione, sicut hodie sunt in perpetuum
manere statuimus. Si qua igitur in futurum ecclesiastica
quelibet sicularisve persona hanc nostra constitutionis
paginam sciens contra eam temere . tentaverit,
secundo tertiove commonita si non satisfactione congrua
emendaverit, potestatis honorisque sui dignitate careat,
reamque se divino judicio existere de perpetrata iniqui-
tate cognoscat, et a sacratissimo corpore et sanguine Dei
et Domini Redemptoris nostri Jhesu Christi aliena fiat
atque in extremo examine districtee ultionis subjaceat.
Cunctis autem eidem loco justa servantibus sit pax
Domini nostri Jesu Christi, quatenus et hi fructum bona
actionis percipiant et apud districtum Judicem premia
eternz pacis inveniant. Amen. Amen.

Ego Paschalis Catholice Ego Johannes Melitensis

Ecclesize Epis. ss. Episc. legi ss.
Ego Richardus Albanensis Ego Gregorius Terac. Episc.
Epis. ss. legi et ss.

Ego Landulfus Beneven- Ego Romaldus Diac. Card.
tanus  Archiepisc. legi Rom. Eccl. ss.

et ss. Ego Gregorius Card. Presb.
Ego Cono Prenestina Eccl. tituli St. Grisogni legi
Episc. legi et ss. et ss.

Ego Anastasius Card. Presb.

tituli B. Clementii ss.

Datum Beneventi per manum Johannis Sancte R. Ecclesie
Cardinalis ac Bibliothecarii XV. Kal. Martii Indictione
VI. Incarnationis Dominice Anno M.C.XIII. Pontifi-
catus autem Domini Paschalis P.P. II. anno XIV.
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Num. VI. Anno 1113.

Fragmentum spectans ad Concilium Beneventanum nunc
primo eruitur ex Cod. membran. Biblioth, Vaticane,
No. 1345 tergo, scripto preefigitur titulus.

Ezx Concilio Pie Memorie P. P. Paschalis apud Beneventum habito.

Finito sermone post inclinationem tanto Pontifici debitam

consencis gradibus ad ejus pedes me reddidi
113 gurrexerant antequam sedissem viri duo crinibus,
et barbis congerati, calamistrati non ex industria, sed
ut apparebat ex incuria, @tate comparabiles, habitu-
dine venerabiles, et posternati coram domno Papa per salu-
tationem se legatos esse dixerunt Antiocheni Principis Ro-
geri, Bernardique civitatis ejusdem Patriarche, qui domno
Papz sic prosternati supplicabant petentes, ut Ecclesiee suum
jus. . . enw® restitui juberet . . Ad hec
Papa; . . Sanctimonize venerabilis Urbani Papa,
. . . . . discretissimum Patris decretum
rescindere non audemus. Accepto legati responso tacuerunt,
et repatriandi prudentiz vacaverunt.

Num. VII. Anno 1117.
Ezx Appendice probationum ad historiam Occitanie sew septimanie
curante Vaisette, tom. vi., pag. 399.

Ego Atto Aretanensis Ecclesiee Archiepiscopus, et com-
muni consilio canonicorum, dono Domino Deo,
HI7 o S, Joanni Baptistee, et hospitali S. Sepul-
chri, et pauperibus ipsius hospitalis, et tibi Beraldo Hos-
pitalario, . . . . . . . . .
et successores eorum Hospitalarii in perpetuum ; ea tamen
conditione ut in Ecclesia illa nemini sepulturam exhi-
beant, nisi his tantum qui de expensis hospitalis

communiter vixerunt. . . . . . .
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APPENDIX, ix

Num. VIII. Anno 1220.

Bulla Calixti II. confirm. et amplaint. Bullam Paschalis II.
) Ex Cod. Dipl. Hierosolym. Seb. Paoli, tom s., pag. 269,

Calixtus Episcopus servus servorum Dei venera-
bili filio Giraldo Institutori ac Preeposito Hiero- 1120
solymitani Xenodochii, ejusque legitimis suc-
cessoribus et perpetuum . . . . . . .
Quamobrem, dilecte in Christo fili Giralde Preeposite, piis
hospitalitatis tuz studiis incitati petitionem tuam debita
benignitate suscipimus; et institutum a te in civitate
Jerusalem juxta Ecclesiam B. Johannis Baptistz Xeno-
dochium, ad exemplar domini preedecessoris nostri sanctse
memorize Paschalis Papa, protectione sedis apostolicee
communimus . . . . . o . .

. . . . . . . .

a domino preedecessore nostro sanctze memoriee Paschalis
P.P. confirmatum est. Et universa qu#e ad sustentandas
peregrinorum et pauperum necessitates, etc.  Sequitur
inserta, atque ex integro edita Bulla Paschalis quam supra
retulimus. N.V.

Ego Calixtus Catholicee Ecclesize Episcopus.

Datum apud St. Zgidium per manum Chrisogoni S. Rom.
Eccl. Diac. Card. ac Bibliothecarii XIII. Kal. Julii In-
dictione XII. Dominicze Incarn. anno MCXX. Pontifica-
tus autem Dom. Calixti II. anno 1. .
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Num. 1X. Anno 1121 circiter.
Litera Calixti II. ad omnes Episcopos, Abbates, &c. per
’ " Europam existentes.
Ex. Cod. Uldariei eruit Jo. Georgius Eocdardus, ediditque in corp. His-
‘ torig Medii ZEvs, tom. 1i., pag. 364.

Dominus Papa Cahxtus servus servorum Dei di-

. lectls . . . episcopis, . . . . etcmteris
121 per Eurbpearn fidelibus . . . quée a préedeces;
sore nostro sanctze memorize Papa Paschalis caritatis, intu-
itu constituta sunt, nos auctore Domino conservemus. La-
torem praesentxum ab Hierosolymitani Xenodochio Prz-
posnto Raimundo missum ad.vos caritati vestree attentius
commendamus. Idem enim R. omnium ab Hlerosolyma
redeuntmm testlmomo, commendatur, quod sincere, devote,
assndue peregrmorum et pauperum curam gerat. . . .

. . . . . - . . . . . .

Nuym, X, - Anne 1121.
. . . . edit Eccardus loco citato, pag. 363. .
Sed iterum emendate éx Cod. Membran. Uldaricy in Biblioth. Cesar.
o Vindoben. Num. 45, pag. 146.

In pomine Domini nostri Jhesu Christi et glori-
HR21  ogissimi Sancti Sepulehri, et omnium virtutum
Hierosolimis. Ego Regimundus per gratiam Dei post
obitum Domini. G. factus. servus pauperum . Christi, cum
omni clero et sancto popula, qui illic militamus ad hone-
rem Dei, mittimus salutem et benedictionem ex parte omni-
potentis Dei . . . . . . . .
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Num X1. Anno 1129.
Bemardl Episcopi Arelatensis Confirmatio Donationis facta
, ab Attone. o ) '
" B, tom. ., Gallia Christiana Instrum., pag. 97. )
. Ego Bermardus Arelatensis Ecclesize
Archiepiscopus, communi consilio canonicorum, . 1129
. . confirmo Deo, et Sancto Foanni '
Baptrstae et Hospitali Sancti Sepulchri et pauperibus, et
tibi Stephano Ratmundo hospitalario, - . . . .
G e e . Acta ést heec earta -in civitate
Arelate 1 mense Octobris, X1V. Kalendas Nevembris-
anno ab incarmatione MCXXIX. indictione V1L,

. Num. XII. Anno 1130,

Bulla Innocentii II. pro Fratribus S. Joannis Hieroso-
limitani.

. . Cod. Dipl. Johannis Christ. Lunig, tom. iv., pag. 1454.

Innocentius Episcopus servus sérvorura Def . 1130
. .- . Quam amabilis Deo, et quam vene- .
randus hominibus Jocus existat, quani etiam comfiodam,
et ufile receptaculum peregrinis et pauperibus praebeat,
Hierosolimitanam Xenodochiuem, hiy qui per diversa maris
et terrm pericula pice devotionis intuita, sanctam civitateny
Hierusalem et Sepulchrum Domini visitant, assidue recog-:
noscunt,

Ibi enim indigentes et pauperes reficiuntur, infirmis multi-
moda humanitatis obsequia exhibentur, et diversis laboribus
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atque periculis fatigati, resumptis viribus, recreantur, atque
ut ipsi ad sacrosancta loca Domini nostri Jesu Christi
corporali praesentia dicata valeant proficisci, Fratres
ejusdem domus, non formidantes pro fratribus suis animas
ponere, cum servientibus et equittauris, ad hoc officium
specialiter deputatis et propriis sumptibus retentis, tam
ineundo quam redeundo ab incursibus Paganorum de-
fensant. Illi sunt, per quos Deus Orientalem Ecclesiam
a Paganorum spurcitia liberat, et Christiani Nominis

inimicos expugnat . . . . . . . .
. . . si qui eorumdem fratrum . . .
. . in quamlibet civitatem, castellum vel vicum ad-

venerint, si forte locus ipse a divinis officiis fuerit inter-
dictus, in eorum jucundo adventu, semel in anno aperiantur
Ecclesize, et excommunicatis ejectis, divina officia cele-
brentur.

Ego Innocentius Catholicze Ecclesiee Episcopus sub-
scripsi.

Ego Joannes Episcopus Cardinalis Ostiensis subscripsi.

Ego Conradus Episcopus Cardinalis Sabinen. subscripsi.

Datum Laterani, per manus Haymerici, Sanctee Mariee
Novz, Sancte Romanz Ecclesiz Diaconi Cardinalis Can-
cellarii, decimo Calendas Martii, Indictione octava, Pon-
tificatus vero Domini Innocentii Pape Secundi anno
primo.
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Num. XIII. Anno 1130.
Bulla Innocentii II. pro Fratribus Hospitalis Hieroso-
' limitani.
Ezx Lunig. Cod. Dipl. tom. vv., pag. 1451.

Innocentius Episcopus, servus servorum Dei
venerabilibus Fratribus . . . Religiosos 1130
viros Fratres Hospitalis Hierosolimitani pro religione et
honestate sua tanto propensius a malignorum incursibus
protegere volumus . . . . . . .

Datum Laterani duodecimo Calendas Martii Pontificatus

nostri anno primo.

Num. XIV. Anno 1135 circiter.

Regula a F. Raimundo de Podio Hierosol. Hospit.
Custode ordinata, et ab Innocentio II. appro- 1135
bata, dein novis accessionibus aucta, primum, ab
Eugenio III. et anno 1185 a Lucio III. confirmata.

Ex Cod. Membran. Biblioth. Vaticance, N. 4852, ¢ regione nunc appo-
nitur Itala Interpretatio.

. . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . .

Ed oltre le sopraddette Et sanz les autras choses
coso noi confermiamo i ri- devant dites nos confermons
medii stabiliti dal provvido les remedes establiz de por-
consiglio per la cura degli veable conseil a la cure des
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ammalati che & quanto dire
che nella casa dell’ Ospedale
sieno sempre cinque mediei,
e tre serusici, alla disposi-
zione, dei quali quelle cose,
¢he saranno. necessarie in
vivande o tutt’ altro, siano
amministrate, e piu altre cose
che voi registrandole nel
vostro scritto avete proﬁtte;
volmente ordinate, e pro-
ibiamo rigorosamente che
queste cose siano da qualun-
que nomo rivocate, se non
per avventura quando le
sopraddette cose fossero mu-
tate in meglio per loro ac-
I quali stabi-
che
vengono dichiarati per la

crescimento.

limenti son quelli

scrittura seguente.

" (5) In oltre proibiamo che
i fratelli non vestino da qui
inanzi panni ysambruns,
né gilembruns (+) né pelli
selvaggie, n® fustagni, ed
' (*) Népanni fomtieri, né pelli
di lusso.

APPENDIX.

malades, ce est a savoir quen
la maisonr de Yospital soient
tous iozz V. mieges, et III.
serurgiens a la' disposicion
des quelz celes choses les-
queles seront necessaires en
viandes ou en autres choses
soient amenistrees, et autres
plusors choses lesqueles vos
metans en vos escriz avez
ordine proﬁtablement, et
deffendons estroitement ces
de
nul home, se non par aven-
ture les devant dites choses
seroient muces et meaus en
iceles,
establimenz sont ceus qui

choses estre rappelees

acreissant lesquels
sont declairez par lescri~
ture ensivant. . . .

. . . . . .
. . . . . .
. . . . . .

" (5) Denqui en
deffendons que les freres ne

droit nos

vestent dorenavant dras

ysembruns ne gilembruns
ni pennes (8) sauvages, ni

(8) Peauz.
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ancora che non mangino che
due volte il giomo, e non
mangino carne il mercoledi
ed il Sabatto, né¢ dalla set~
tuagesima sino a Pasqua, se
non coloro che sono amma-
lati o deboli, né mai dorma-
no nudi, .ma  vestiti in
camicia di lana o di lino o
in altro qualumque vesti-
mento. . . . .

(6) Nessun fratello ac-
cusi l'altro fratello se non lo
puo provare bene, e se I'ac-
cusera, ¢ non lo potra pro-
vare, non & fratello.

() E noi con tutte le .

cose sopraddette la costitu-
zione, la quale tu Rogerio
nostro amato figlio ordinasti
col consenso del tuo capitolo
intorno ai cibi degl’ amma-
lati, i quali piu volte incor-
rono malattie incurabili per
i cibi non convenienti cio® a
dire che ciascun ammalato
abbia cio, che la mallattia di

- ciascheduno richiede, sic-

xv
fustaines, encores que il ne
manincent se non II. fois le
ioz et que il ne maniucent
char le mercredi ne le sa-
medi ne de la septuagisme
jusque Pasques se non
ceaus qui sont malades ou
febles, et onques ne gisent
nuz mais vestus en chemises
de laine ou de lin ou en
autres quelconques vesti-
menz. . . .

(6) Nul frere accuse
lalitre frere sil ne puet
bien prouer, et sil I'accusera
e prouer ne le porra il n'en
est frere.

() Et nos aveuc toutes
les choses devant dites, la
constitucion la quele tu
Rogier notre ame fiz orde-
nas de lassentement de ton
chapistre, dts viandes des
malades qui plusors fois
encoroient maladies non cu-
rables por les viandes des-
convenables, cest a savoir
que chascun malade ait ce
que la maladie de chascun



xvi

come si contiene nello secrit-
to fatto; da qui inanzi vo-
gliamo, e giudichiamo esser
ferma e stabile, e la confir-
miamo e convalidiamo coll’
appoggio di questa presente
scrittura.

o Lucio della

APPENDIX.

requiert seiom il est contenu
en lescrit fait. Denqui en
droit volons et juions estre
ferm et estable, et la confer-
mons et garnissons par le
deffendement de cest pre-

sent escrit.

Je Lucius de la

Cattolica Chi-|Z
esa Vescovo.

Io Teodino ves-
covo di Porto e
della sede di S.
Rufina.

iy

To Enrico ves-
covo d’Albano.

Dato a Verona per mano
d’Alberto della Santa chiesa
di Roma prete Cardinale e

Cancelliere agli XI. delle

Z| Catholique
QO Iglise Evesque.

rqm\
Je X J"‘
Theodin
du Port 14
& dou siege Sainte Rufine
Evesque.

Je Henry evesque Dal-
bane.

Donee a Verone par la
main Dalbert de la sainte
Iglise de Rome prestre
Cardenal et Chancellier es
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Calende di Settembre nella .

quarta indizione nell’ anno
dell’ Incarnazione di nostro
Signore 1185, nell quarto
anno del Papato del Signor
Lucio Papa terzo.

Questo & il proprio tra-
scrito della regola confer-
mata per Lucio Papa e
bollata col piombo.

xvit

XI. Kalendes de Setembre

- quarte indicion, in lan de

lincarnacion noustre Seig-
nor MCLXXXYV., au quart
an dou papat dou Seignor
Lucie Pape le tiers.

Le est le propre transcrit
de la regle confermee par
Lucie Pape et boulee de
plomb. '

Num. XV. Anno 1150 circiter.
Caput XI. Excerptum ex Descriptione Terree Sancte
Joannis Virburgensis.
Ez Mss. Vulgavit Bernardus Pez, tom 1., Anect. part. . pag. 526.

Redit auctor ad descriptionem sacrorum locorum,

muris Jerusalem inclusorum, Hospitale S. Joannis

1130

Baptistee, Parthenon Marie Majoris, Ceenobium S.
Marie Latinee, et S. Sabbee, Ecclesia S. Jacobi, Hospitale

Alemannorum.

Num. XVI. Anno 1154 circiter.
Epistole Fr. Petri Hospitalis S. Joannis Baptiste

Constantinopolis Prioris.

1154

Ex Bougarsio Gesta Dei per Francos, pag. 1180, 1181, 1173.

Tilustrissimo Dei gratia Ludovico Regi Francorum, P.
frater Jerosolimitani Hospitalis, et Prior Ecclesiz Beati

d
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Joannis Constantinopoleos, nuntiusque sanctissimi Im-
peratoris E. N. et utriusque vite felicitatem

Num. XVIIL

Excellentissimo atque Magnifico Regi Francie Lu-
dovico . . . .

Num. XVIIIL
A gratia Dei Roman# Ecclesie summo Pontifici, Hugo
Ecclesie beate Marie A drianopolis Abbas, licet indignus ;
necnon et : .

Num. XIX. Anno 1160 circiter.*

Donatio facta Hospitali Hierosolymitano et Goto-

fredo Bulionio perperam assegnata.
Ez Bosio Hist. Ord. Hieroso. tom +., lib 1., pag .18.

1160

In nome della Santa indivisibile Trinita. Io Goffredo
Buglioni per grazia di Dio Duca di Lorena.

[

* That is, this copy of it.
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Num. XX.
Eadem Donatio aliter expressa.
Ez. Cod. MSS. Statut. Ord. S. Joannis. Hierosolymst. Biblioth, Imp.
Vindebonensis.

El nome della Santa Trinita Padre Figlio et Spirito
Santo. Io Guttyfrei de Buglion per Dio gratia duca
dello . . faccio assapere ad tutti presenti et
futuri come per la rimissione delli miei peccati et per dis-
carico della mia coscienza et per lo segno della crocie che
porto sopra le mie spalle, come io venni ad vicitare lo
Santo Sepolcro colli altri suoi Santi luoghi et quando
vicitai la Santa Chiesa dello Spitale fondato nel nome et
honore di Dio et della Vergine Maria et di San Johanni
Baptista precursore di Jesu Cristo, nella quale io vidi
tanti doni et grazie date dallo Spirito Santo et tanta carita
che non é lingua umana cherraccontare lo potesse né scri-
vere quello che ssi facieva alli poveri infermi con tanta
abbondanza et cosi humilmente, allora mi mossi per divo-
zione et feci un dono allo Spitale per lamore dello honi-
potente Iddio, adcio, nella Chiesa, la magione et li frati di
questo santo hospitale fondato nel nome sopradito, che
possino-da ora inanzi per ogni tempo usare tutte le loro
preminenzie francamente.

Num. XXI.

Donatio eadem et a cateris discrepans.
Ez. Cod. papyrac. Biblioth. Vaticane. N. 3136, pag. 19.

Ce est le previlegi que le Duc Godefroy de Buillon fist
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al hospital en Jerusalem, por loquel sont tesmoynes molt
de biens spirituales estre fays en nostre maysson en Jeru-
salem se parlequel est tesmoignent que Ie patron de nostre
maysson est Saint Johan Battiste certaynement.

Au nom de la sainte, qui dessevrer ne se. puet, Trinite,
Je Godoffroy par la grace de Dieu et:de la reigne ffas
assavoyT a tous presens et avenir que come par la remission
de mes pechies Je eusse chargie mon cuer et mes espaules
don signe. dou sauvevur crucifie pour nous; Je parvins au
dernay au luog ou ssaresterent les pies du tres aut Jhesu
Crist, et com Je eusse visite le saint cepulere don' Seignor
et tous less saints luogs de saints hopitious entendement
de penitence a la fin Je. parvine a lyglise dou benaure hos:
pital, fondez en honor de Dieu et de sa tres benaurée mére
et de Saint Johan precursor dou Seignor, et. voyant en
ela dons de grace dou Saint Esperit qui no se porroyt re-
comtier, lesquels' sont. departis en les povres foybles et
malades -habundament et humblement voay adyeu et
celuy paay. autres .antisive et dou devot entendement
de penitence a la dite mayson de ’hospital et a’ tous les
freres une maison fondee sur monalem-abryele mon boure
cen la froyde montagne. de tout ce qui apent deli- et ses
rentes et avoir et poceor a touts jorns, mays franchement.
Cest don de ma donation fu fait en lan delincarnacion
noutre Seignor en lan de la prise de Jerusalem
MCLXXXIIIL en la seysesme epacte en la primieyra
Indicion pour la salu de marme, de mon pere, et de ma
mere, et de tous mes devantiers et de mes parens et de
tous autres fiells et vis et mors.
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Num. XXII. Anno 1169.
Donatio Uladislai Boemorum Regis Hospitali Hierosol.

Ex Codice Mss. Bibliothece No. P. Francisci Smitmer Vindabone.
Ego Wladislaus Rex Boemorum .

Actum est hoc anno incarnacionis
MCLXIX. anno autem mei principatus XXX.

regni vero mei

Num. XXIII.

Domini

1169

Anno 1176.

Privilegium Iosberti Custodis Hospitalis Hierusalem pro

Infirmis. .
Ez Codice Mss. Membran. Biblioth.

Il privilegio deglammalati
per il pan bianco.
In nome del Padre
del Figlio e del
Santo Spirito. .dmen.

1176

io Roberto Maestro .

dell’ ospedale di Gerusa-
lemme per la buona volonta
di tutti i nostri fratelli, ed
egual consenso nell’ udienza
del nostro comun capitolo
inanzi alla presenza e testi-

Vaticane, No.4852, pag. 18 tergo.

Le prevelige des malades
- por le pain blanc.
Au nom dou Pere et dou
Fiz et dou Saint Esperit.
Amen.

. Je Jobert maistre de
lospital de Jerusalem par la
bone volonte de touz nos
freres et ygal assentement
en audiencé de noustre
comun chapistre par devant
la presence et tehmoing de
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monianza della passione e
della risurrezione di Nostro
Signore ho donato e ceduto
in perpetuo possesso a nostri
beati Signori, cioé ai poveri
dell’ ospizio dell’ ospedale
di Gerusalemme ed a Fra
Stefano attuale ospitaliere,
ed a loro successori che
verranno dopo di loro per-
petuamente e per sempre
due casali, cioé il Casale di
S. Maria, et Caphaer per
pan bianco che loro sara
dato in tuttii tempi, .

E questo fu fatto Panno dell’
incarnazione di nostro Sig-
nore, 1176.

Num. XXIV. Anno

APPENDIX.

la passion et de la resurrec-
tion noutre Seignor ai done
et otroie en possession par-
manable a nostres seignors
benehurez, ce est a savoir
as povres dou Xenodoche de
lospital de Jerusalem et a
frere Estiene hospitalalier
au tens, et a lor successors
qui venront. apres eaus per-
petuelment a touz iors II.
casaus. Se est a savoir le
Casal de Saint Marie et
Caphaer por pain blanc qui
lor soit done tout tens,

Ce fut fait lan de lincarna-
cion nontre Seignor

MCLXXVI.

Ante 1181.

Consuetudines Hospitalis S. Joannis Hierosolym.
Ex Cod. Memb. Biblioth Vaticanes, No. 4852, pag. 20.

Le costumanze della
Chiesa dell’ ospedale di
Gerusalemme.

Nel Nome del Padre del
Figlio e del Santo Spirito.
Amen.

Le coustumes de liglise
de lospital de Jerusalem.

Au nom dou Pere et dou
Fiz et dou Saint Esperit.
Amen.
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Queste sono le costu-
manze che devono essere
mantenute, ed osservate
nella casa dell’ ospedale di
Gerusalemme.

La prima messa mattutina
non sia cominciata prima di
giorno, ne verum commen-
datore d’alcuna casa com-
mandi al prete cantar messa,
né verun prete osi cantar
messa due volte al giorno.

. ed & commando che
li corpide’ pellegrini o d’al-
tri Cristiani che dopo l’ora
del vespro moriranno siano
lasciati come soro fino all’
altro giorno nell’ ospedale
ove saranno morti, né giac-
ciano mai nella bara senza
lume e nel seguente giorno
avanti prima siano tras-
portati alla chiesa e dopo le
messe sieno portati a sep-
pellire. Le bare delli morti
siano tali come erano a
Gerusalemme. ,
Li corpi delli fratelli siano

sse

Ces sont les coustumes
qui doivent estre tenues et
gardees en la maison de
lospital de Jerusalem.

La premier messe matinal
ne soit commencee devant
le ior, ne nul commandeor
daucune maison ne comande
au prestre chanter messe et
nul prestre ose chanter
messe II. fois le ior . .

et comandement est que les
cors des pelerins ou dautres
Crestiens qui apres lore de
vespres trespasseront, quil
laissiez a entier
jusquesalandemain en lospi-
tal ou il seront trespasse ne
gisent mie en la biere sans
lumiere, et lendemain de-

solent

vant prime soient aportez a
liglise et apres les messes
soient portez en terre. Les
bieres des mors soient teles
comme les furent en Jeru-
salem, .
Les cors des freres soient
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vegliati nelli chiese, ed i
chierici siano intorno can-
tando loro salmi ed i cerei
siano accesi.

Num. XXV,

APPENDIX.

veilliez "es Iglises, et les
clers soient entour chantant

lor saumes et les cierges
soient alumez.

Anno 1181.

Constitutiones Magistri Rogerii.
Ez Cod. Membran. Biblioth. Vaticane, No. 4852, pag. 29.

Che le chiese dell * Ospe-
dale siano soggette
alla conoscenza del
Priore.

Nel Nome del Padre e
del Figlio e del Banto Spi-
rito. Amen.

L’anno dell Incarnazione
di nostro Signore 1181, il
mese di marzo nella dome-
nica quando si-canta Latare
Jerusalem, .Rogerio servo
dei poveri diCristo sedendo
avanti al generale Capitolo
di Chierici e laici e fratelli
stando intorno convocati all’
onor di Dio ed ornamento
della religione ed aceresci-
mento e vantaggio de poveri
melati, .

1181

Que les Iglises de lospi-
tal seent ordenees a conois-
sance du Prior.

Au Nom dou Pere & dou
Filz & dou Saint Esperit.
Amen. -

Lan de lincarnacion nou-
tre Seignor MCLXXXT. le
mois de mars par dimenche
quant len chante Letare Je-
rusalem, Rogier serf des
povres de Crist avant seant
en general chapistre clers
& lais & freres connus en-
tour estant a lonor de Deu
& de la ornement de reli-
gion & lacreissement & luti-
lite des povres malades.
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E la seconda volta stabili
col consenso di fratelli che
per li malati dell’ ospedale
di Gerusalemme siano presi
IV medici savj,iquali sappi-
anoconoscerela qualita dele’
orine e la diversitd de ma-
lati, e loro possono ammi-
nistrare rimedio di medi-
cina.

E la tersza volta agguinse
che li letti degl’ ammalati
fossero fatti della lunghezza

e larghezza per riposare la.

piu convenevole che potes-
sero essere e che ciascun
letto sia coperto della sua
copertura, e che ciascun
letto abbia i suoi panni tutti
proprii.

E si stabili che fossero
fatte piccole culle per i figli
delle donne de’ pellegrini, i
quali nascono nella casa,
cosicché quelle giacciano in
una parte separatamente, ed

Et la segonde fois establi
par lassentement des freres
que por les malades de los-
pital de Jerusalem soient
louez IIIT mieges sages qui
sachent conoistre la qualitie
des orines et la diversite des
malades & lor puissent ame-
nistrer remede de medecines.

Et la tierce fois accousta
que le liz des malades fucent
fait en longeur & en lariour
au plus convenable que estre
poyssent a reposer & chas-
cun lit soit covert de son
covertour & chascun lit eut
ses dras touz propres.

Cet si establi que petiz
bers fucent fait por les en-
fans des funes pelerines qui
naissent en la maison si que
il gisent a un part soulet que
i enfant alaitant nen aient
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i figli lattanti non abbiano
alcun danno dalla negligenza
della loro madre.

Dopo scrisse il sesto ca-
pitolo che le bare de’ morti
fossero in forma di cancelata
cosi come le bare dei fratelli
e siano coperte di un panno
rosso con croce bianca.

E si commando quandoil
consiglio fu tenuto su di cio
da fratelli, che il priore
dell’ ospedale di Francia
mandasse ciascun anno in
Gerusalemme cento panni di
cotone taiz per rinovare le
coperte de poveri, e i con-
tasse nella sua corrisposta
con quelli che saranno da-
tialla casa nel suo priorato
in elemosina.

In quella medesima mani-
era, ed a quel conto il priore
dell’ ospedale di S. Gilles
raccolga altretanti panni di
cotone ciascun anno e li
mandi in Gerusalemme, con
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aucun ennui par la mesaise
de lor mere.

Apres escrist le siste cha-
pistre que les bieres des
mors fucent en maniere dan
cancelees ausi come les
bieres des freres, & soient
convert dun drap rouge an

croiz blanche.

Cet si comanda quant le
conseil fu tenus des freres
sur ce que le prior de los-
pital de France mandast
chascun an en Jerusalem C.
dras de coton taiz por reno-
veler lescovertorsdes povres
& les contast en sa respon-
sion avec ceaus qui seront
donez a la maison en son
priore en aumone.

En ciele meisme maniere
& acel conte le prior de
lospital de Saint Gile autre-
tant de dras de coton achate
chascun an & mande en Je--

rusalem aveuc ceaus qui
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quelli che saranno dati per
il suo priorato per I’amor di
Dio & poveri dell ’ospedale.

11 priore d’Italia ciascun
anno mandi in Gerusalemme
a Signori poveri due mila
aune di fustagno di diversi
colori ch’ egli conti ciascun
anno nella sua corrisposta.

Ed il Priore di Pisa mandi
parimenti al altretanto fus-
tagno.

Ed il Priore di Venezia
parimente e tutto sia contato
nella loro corrisposta.

Elibalisimilmente d’oltra-
mare siano vigilanti a questo
medesimo servigio.  Per
esso il Bali’ d’ Antiochia
mandi a Gerusalemme due
milla canne di tella di cotone
per le coperte de malati.

I1 priore di Montepelle-
grinomandiin Gerusalemme
II. quintali di zucchero per
lo sciroppo, e le medicine e

gli elettuari degl’ ammalati.

Per quel medesimo ser-
vigio il bali di Tabaria nc
mandi altretanto.

xxvii
seront donez en son priore
por lamor de Deu as povres
de lospital.

Le prior dytalie chascun
an inande en Jerusalem as
seignors povres I1. m. aunes
de fustaines de diverses co-
lors que il conte an en sa
responsion.

Et le prior de Pise mande
autresi autretant de fus-
taines.

"~ Et le prior de Veneise
autresi, & tout soit conte
sur lor responsion.

Et les bailliz autresi de
soient veillant
a ceist meisme servise. Dont
le bailli dantioche mande
en Jerusalem II. m. canes
de toile de coton as covertors
des malades.

Le prior de Monpelerin
mande en Jerusalem II
quintaus de sucre por le
syrop & les medicines &
les laituares des malades.

An cel meisme servise le
bailli de tabarie en mande
autretant.

contramer
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Il priore di Constantino-
poli mandi per li malati CC
fodre. In appress oltre le
guardie e le veglie di giorno,
e di notte, che li fratelli
dell’ ospedale devono fare
con fervido e devoto cuore a
poveri malati come a ’sig-
nori fu aggiunto nel capi-
tolo generale, che in cias-
cuna strada e piazza dell’
ospedale ove i malati ripo-
sono IX sergentisiano pronti
alloroservigio, i qualilavino
i loro piedi bonamente e gli
ascuigano col panno, e fac-
ciano i loro letti ed ammi-
nistrano a languenti cibi
necessari, e giovevoli, e che
gli aiutano devotamente ed
obbediscono in tutte le cose
al vantaggio degl’ amma-
lati.

La conferma del Maestro
Roggiero qual cosa debba
fare 1a Casa Sappiano tutti
li fratelli della casa dell’ os-
pedale chesono esaranno che
le buone customanze della
dell’ ospedale di

casa
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Le prior de Constanti-
nople mande por les malades
CC feautres. Apres sanz
la garde & les veilles de ior
et de nuit que les freres de
lospital doivent faire de ar-
dant & de devot corage as
povres malades com a seig-
nors fu anjoint en chapistre
general que en chascune rue
& place de lospital ou les
malades reposent, que IX
serjent soient prest a lor
servise qui lavent lor pies
bonement & les essuent de
dras, & faient lor liz &
aministrent as languissans
viandes necessaires & pro-
fitables ; & les abiurent de-
votement & qui obeyssent
en toutes choses au profit
des malades.

La confirmacion de ma-
estre Rogier quel chose la
maison doit faire. Sachent
touz les freres de la maison
de lospital qui sont & qui
avenir sont, que les bones
coustumes de la maison de
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Gerusalemme sogliono essere
tali :

Primieramente la santa
casa dell’ ospedale suole
ricevere gli nomini e le
donne ammalate, e suole
tenere li medici che de’
malati abbiano cura, e che
facciono lo sciroppo de’ ma-
lati, e provedano le cose
che fossero necessarie a
malati.

Li tre giorni della setti-
mana sogliono avere gli
ammalati carne fresca di
porco e di montone, e chi
non pud mangiarne abbia
gallina.

Ciascun anno suole la
casa dell’ ospedale dare a
poveri mille pellicie digrossi
agnelli.

E tutti i figli abbandonati
di padre e di madre, suole
Pospedale riceverli e farli
nutrire.

E suole la casa dell’ ospe-
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lospital de Jerusalem soloient
estre teles.

Premierement la sainte
maison de lospital soloient
ressevoir les homes & les
femes malades & soloient
les mieges tenir, qui des
malades eussent cure & qui
feyssent le syrobd es malades
& qui porveyssent les choses
qui fucent necessaires as
malades.

Less III. iors de la se-
maine soloient avoir les ma-
lades char fresche de porc
ou de mouton & qui nen
povit mangier si avoit ge-
line.

Chascun an soloit la mai-
son de lospital doner as
povres M. pelices de gros
aigneaus.

Et tous les enfans getez de
peres & des meres soloit
lospital ressevoir faire nour- _
rir.

Et soloit la maison de
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dale un fratello
calzolajo e quattro sergenti
che accomodino le scarpe
vecchie a dare per Dio.

E D’elemosiniere suol te-

tenere

nere due sergenti, ch’ acco-
madino la roba vecchia ch’
egli da a’ poveri.

E ciascun giorno sogliono
mangiare 80 poveri una
volta il giorno alla tavola
per Dio, e li cinque chierici
sopraddetti sono di quei 30
poveri,

E tre giorni la settimana
si da I’elemosina a tutti co-
loro che la vengano ricerca-
re, pane, vino e cucinato.
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lospital tenir I frere cor-
voisier an IIII serjens qui
appareilloient les vielz soli-
ers a doner por Deu.

Et laumonier soloit tenir
11 serjens qui appareilloient
la vielle robe que il donoit
as povres.

Et chascun ior soloiént
mangier XXX. povres une
fois le ior a la table por
Deu, & les V. cles devant
diz esteent de ceaux XXX
povres, .

Et trois iors de lasemaine
donoient laumone a toz
ceaus qui la venoient re-
querre,pain & vin & cuisinat.

Num. XXVI. Anno 1185.

Donatio Friderici Boemorum Ducis Hospitali Hierosolymi.
Ez Cod. Mss. Biblioth. N. V. Franc Smitmer.

In Nomine Patris & Filii & Spiritus Sancti. Amen.
1188 Ego Fridericus Dei gratia Dux Boemorum circum-
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spiciens & considerans patris mei beatee memorie Wladislai

regis & aliorum predecessorum meorum facta commenda-
bilia.

Actum est autemhoc anno DominiceincarnacionisMCX XX
quinto, Principatus vero mei decimo, Pontificatus vero
Brecizlai fratris mei anno quinto.

Num. XXVII. Anno . ...
Diploma Henrici Episcopi Pragensis pro Fratribus Hospi-
talis Hierosolym.
Ez Cod. Mss. N. V. Francisci Smitmer Vindabone.

Henricus Dei gracia Episcopus Pragensis Rogero ma-
gistro Hospitalis Hierosolymitani ejusque successoribus. .

. . . . . . . .

Num. XXVIII. Anno 1188.
Ex Codice Mss. Archiv. Prior S. Johannis Vindabone.

Clemens Episcopus servus servoruu Dei dilectis
filiis de Plas & de Stragovia Abbatibus salutem & 1188
apostolicam benedictionem. Referentibus dilectis
filiis nostris fratribus Hospitalis Jerosolymitani nos ac-
cepisse rciatis, quod nobilis vir P. miles de Boemia. .

Datum Laterani ITII. idus Octobris Pontificatus nostri
anno primo 1188.
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Num, XXIX. Anno 1189.
Ex Mss. apud N. V Franciscum Smitmer Vindabone.

. Omnibus sancte Matris Ecclesie filiis tam presentibus
1189 quam futuris Garnerius de Neapoli prior & totum
capitolu fratrum Hospitalis Jerosolymitani in Anglia
eternam in Domino salutem. Novit universitas vestra
quod nos tenemur servire & divina celebrare cotidie in
cappella Villelmi filii Nigelli apud Swerling salvo jure
Ecclesie de Pecham, in omnibus quod ut firmiter obser-
vetur presenti scripto & sigilli nostri testimonio curavimus
confirmare. Testibus fratri Alano, fratre Mathon, fratre
Roberto de Lindes & preceptore Cantie, fratre Roberto filio
Riccardi, fratre Ugone de Chahul, fratre Ilberto de Vilnton,
fratre Henrico Noel, Valton clerico. Anno Dominice incar-
nationis MCLXXXIX. apud London.

Num. XXX. Anno. .
Series Priororum Ordinis Hierosolym in Anglia.
Ez Cod. Monumentum et Evidentiarum et Locorum Prioratus Hospit. S.
Joanni in Anglia exist. in Biblith. Cotton.
Nomina Priororum Hospitalis S. Joannis Jerosolimitani.
I. Fr. Garnerius de Neapoli erat primus Prior
tempore fundacionis locorum domus de Buk-
land tempore Regis Henrici Secundi qui
congregavit sorores tunc per diversa loca dis-
persas ac tempore Domine Ssme. prime Prio-
isse . . que Priorissa vixit in vir-
gineo statu 60 annis. Iste erat Prior per plures
annos ante passionem sancti Thoma Martiris
et obiit ultimo die Augusti.
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IIL.

IV.

VI

VIL

VIIL

IX.

XI.

XII.
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Fr. Ricardus de Turk Prior tempore ejusdem
Priorisse obiit 13 die Augusti.*

Fr. Rudulphus de Dyna Prior tempore ejus-
dem Priorisse obiit 13 die Maii.t

Fr. Gilbertus de Veer Prior tempore ejusdem
Priorisse. Dedit sororibus Domus de Bukland
C. S. annue pensionis exeunt: de Maneriis de
Reynhains. Obiit 13 die Augusti.

. Fr. Hugo de Alneto, Prior tempore ejusdem

Priorisse, obiit 23 die Novembris.

Fr. Alanus Prior et Episcopus de Bangor tem-
pore ejusdem Priorisse obiit 19 die Maii.}

Fr. Robertus Thesaurarius tempore ejusdem’
Priorisse obiit 26 die Octobris.

Fr. Terrionus de Nussa obiit 21 die Decem-
bris; A.D. 1237.

Fr. Robertus de Maunby Prior obiit 14 die
mensis Octob. :

. Fr. Robertus de Veer Prior dedit Ecclesize de

Clerkenwell unam de sex ydris in quibus IThesus
convertit aquam in vinum. A.D. 1269, et obiit
15 die Febr. A.D. 1272.

Fr. Petrus de Hakam Prior tempore Regis Ed.
Primi obiit 11 die Januarii. '
Fr. Simon Bocard Prior obiit 3 die Maii.

* All English names, yet how changed! Then much more, if out

of England.

+ Dinan, Dynant, Dynaunt, Dynham. Sir H. Nicolas Synm., i.

196.

T Alban in 1195. Id.ii. 285.
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Fr. Helyas Smelthon Prior obiit 27 die April.
Stephanus Fulburn Prior obiit 1 die Januarii.

XV. Fr. Joseph Chauncy Prior obiit 19 die Maii.

XVI.

- XVIIL

XVIIIL

XIX.

XX.

XXI.

XXIL

Iste fieri fecit Cappellam Domini Prioris in
domo de Clerkenwell tempore Eduardi I. a
Congquestu.
Fr. Walterus Prior acquisivit Preceptorias de
Quenynton Shenegay et plures terras et tenem.
et obiit 27 Maii. ‘
Fr. Wilhelmus de Haunle Prior fieri fecit
claustrum de Clerkenwell A.D. 1284 et Regni
Regis Ed. Primi 12, et obiit 4 die Febr. A.D.
supradicto.
Fr. Ricardus Penley Prior tempore Regls Ed.
Filii, et obiit 3 die Augusti.
Fr. Robertus de Dyna Prior obiit 24 die No-
vemb.
Fr. Wilhelmus Cochal Prior obiit 12 die Octob.
A.D. 1318. Litera Dominicalis D.
Fr. Thomas Larchier Prior obiit 28 die
Augusti A.D. 1329. Hic dedit sororibus de
Bukland 40 solid. annuatim improprium per-
cipiend. de maneriis de Hiden pertinen. de
Templecombe.
Fr. Leonardus de Tybertis Prior ultimo die
Januarii ; tempore hujus bona Templariorum
data sunt Hospitalariis,

Additio Priorum Hospitalis S. Johannis
Jerusalem in Anglia usque ad eorum disso-
lutionem in Anglia sub Henrico VIIL per
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me Petrum Leycester de Tabley Cestrensem
collecta anno 1649. In Bibl. Cotton. Cod.
No. 2000,
XXIII. Fr, Philippus de Thane* regnante Edwardo
III. annis 10 a 20.
« + o Fr. Johannes Dalton. Vid. Inf. observ. No.
18.4
XXIV. Fr. Robertus Hales regnante Edwardo III.
An. 30. obiit 4. Ricardi II.
XXV. Fr. Johannes Penley an. 39 a 45.
XXVI. Fr. Johannes Redington ab. an. 7. ad. an. 18
Ricardi II.
XXVII Fr. Waltherus Grandon ab. an. 2 ad. an 13.
Henrici 1V.
XXVIIIL Fr. Wilhelmus Hulles ab. an. 5. Henrici V. ad
an. 8. Henrici VI
XXIX. Fr. Robertus Malery ab an. 11 ad an. 17
Henrici VL.
XXX. Fr. Robertus Botill sen Botiller ab an. 2
Henrici VL. an. 1442. Item an. 10 Edwardi
IV. quo anno ex Archiv. Turr. Lundinensis
nominatus est primus Baro Anglie et Regis
Consiliarius.
XXXI. Fr. Johannes Weston an. 2. Henrici VIL .
XXXIL Fr. Johannes Kendall an. 15. Henrici VII.

" % Others write Zhame; of which name there was an ancient family
in Berkshire. 8ir H. N. 8yn. i. 62, and ii. 639.
+ Prior anno 1361.
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XXXIII. Fr. Thomas Docwra an. 20. Henrici VII. ad
o an. 4. Henrici VIIL.*
XXXIV. Fr. Wilhelmus Weston an. 32 ab Henrico VIIIL.
seecularisatus obiit 7. Maii 1540.

Num. XXXI. Anno

Series Priorissarium de Clerkenwell.
Ez Ub. cus titulus Ancient Funeral Monuments in Great Britain and

Ireland, collected by John Weever, London, 1631.

1. Cristiana. 2. Ermengarda. 3. Hevvisia. 4. Eleonora.
5. Alesia. 6. Cecilia. 7. Margarita Whalvile. 8. Isa-
bella. 9. Alicia Oxeney. 10. Amice Marey. 11. Dionisia
Brass. 12. Margarita Bray. 13. Johanna Lewkenner.
14. Johanna Fulham. 15. Catharina Braybrooke. 16.
Lucia Allwood. 17. Johanna Viene. 18. Margherita
Brakwell. 19. Isabella Wenworth. 20. Margarita Bull.

21. Agnesia Clifford. 22. Catherina Green. 23. Isabella
Hussey. 24. Isabella Laakwille.t

Num. XXXII. Anno 1267.
Ex Thes. Anecd. Edmundi Martene, t. ii. pag. 532.

Dilectis filiis fratri Ph. de Englis Hospitalis Jerosolimi-
tani et aliis ejusdem ordinis fratribus in regno Siciliee con-
stitutis.

Licet vestri ordinis habeat observantia contra solos arma
vos sumere Saracenos, quia tamen parum a Saracenis dif-

* Many write Docrai, or Docray. At Agincourt was a Docwre ;
in Ireland may have been retained the best way, which is simply u

instead of w, making the word of three syllables—Docura. Lodge, i.
34, 348—vi. 36.

t+ Vid. Num. XXXVIII.
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ferunt, immo aliqui sunt deteriores eisdem, carissimi in
Christo filii nostri Caroli illustris Regis Siciliee proditores
qui primo ad Saracenos Tunicii transfugerunt et inde post-
modum ingressi Siciliam cum incredulee gentis auxilio
quietem provincize perturbarunt ; . . .

. . . . nullo privilegio sedis Apostolicee,
nullaque constitutione vel observantia seu consuetudine
vestree religionis obstantibus, plenam vobis “et liberam
tenore praesentium concedimus facultatem et laborem quem
pro tam pio negotio assumendum duxeritis in remissionem
vobis proficere peccanimum volumus, prasentibus post
annum minime valituris. Datum Viterbii idibus Octobris
‘anno III.

Num. XXXIII. Anno 1306.
Literze Cardinalis Gulielmi Tituli S. Pudentianse ad Fratres
Ordinis Hospitalarii S. Antonii, nunc ad Hierosolymi-
tanum spectantis.

Ex Tabular Academia Nob. Ecclesiast. de Urbe, tom. 1., Instrument.
Roman., fol. 35.

. .

Datum Pictavis die 20 mensis Januar. A.D. 1308. Pon-
tif. Domini Clementis Papz V. Anno III.

. .

Avenione IV. kal. Septembris Pon-
tificatus nostri anno 1V.
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'Num. XXXIV. Anno 1308.

Ex Tabular pradicto loc. cit., fol. 51.

Datum Avenione 1V, kalend. Septembris Pontificatus
nostri anno IV.

. . . . . .

(Ex Rogeri de Hoveden Chron., pag. 358.)

Anno gratiee 1185 . . . . eodemanno . . .
idem Rex (Hen. IL) fuit in Anglia apud Windeshoures
die circumcisionis Domini, Baldewinus Leprosus, Rex
Jerusalem, et 'Il‘emplai'es~ et Hospitalares miserunt ad Regem
Angliee filium Matilde Imperatricis, Heraclium sanctm
civitatis Jerusalem Patriarcham, et summos Hospitalis
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