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RECOMMENDATIONS. < = : 7 €

Grand Chapter of the State of New-York, convened in the”
. City of Albany, Feb. 7, 5817. T
. Resorvep Unawimousiy, That this Grand Chapter re-
commend to the public in general, and more especially to
all Masonic Brethren,  The System of Free-Musonry,” 8-
Bout to be published by companion Sarex Towx,.Grand
Chaplain. The subjects of that work, having been exhibit--
ed before the members of this Grand Chapter, in a series
of addresses, we do recommend it as a most valuable pros
duction, on Speculative ‘Masonry, and believe it will be of
great importance to the institution in_general, and inter- -
esting to every friend of truth, of sound principles and be- «
nevolent feelings.’ . : :
ISAAC HEMPSTED, . ;
Grand Secretury of the Grand Chapter. :
‘We, the undersigned, having: heard companion Sarem
Towx’s Masonic Addresses, which, by the special request
of the Grand Chapter, he has reduced to a regulxr system,
do most-cordially recommend it to all our brethren and
companions, as & most valuable production, and in our opin-
ion, calculated to advance the general interest of the Ma-
sonic Institution,. and open & field for individual improve- -
ment in Masonic knowledge, more than any work which
to our knowledge has apgem-ed to the public. We there. - '
fore feel the highest confidence in recommending it to the
perusal of every Mason, entertaining no doubt, but his ,
mind will be thereby replenished with many new and in- -
teresting ideas, calculated to shew the great importance.
of the institution. .

M. E. Ezra Anzs, Grand High Priest.
E. Josxen Exos, Jun. Grand King.
E, Jorx BrusH, Grand Scribe.
‘E. Issac Hexmesrep, Grand Treasures.
M. E. Samvuzy Evxoxvs, P..D. G. H. Pridfy.
E. Ensnaa Gienznr, Paw Grand King, -
E. Asa Frrcn, Part Grand King.
E. Canrs. C. Yates, Past Grand Treavurdy,
E. Epzxzzan Warswonrs, Pagt Grand Soride:
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® Grawvricy, Mhtch 1&
1 have-gxamined companion Sazzn Town’s Abdresses to
\Mapter of New-York, and for extent of Masonic
reselrch, purity of moral, correctuess of Magonic principle,
and fervency of piety, I consider them unequalled, and
therefore most cordially recommend them to the perusal
and patronage of the lovers of Masonry and huraan happi-
ness. They develope the origin, principles and use of the
institution, and redeem the sacred order at once from the
fgnorance, spleen and mistaken dread of a too censorious
world. They enligliten the dark, teach the novice, confirm
the weak, and add grace and beauty to what the discerning

oye has ever deemed beautiful. )
Z. R. SHIPHERD, Past Dep. Grand H. Priest.
Recommendgtion of the Honorable and Most Excellent Com-
panion DE WITT CLINTON, General Grand High
Priest of the General Grand. Chapter of the United States
of America, Grawd Master of the Grand Lodge of the
tate of New-York, &¢. e, .

Having perused some chapters of a manuscript, entitled
% A System of Speculative Masonry,” by companion Sarex
‘Tows, of Washington County, highly approving the gen-
eral outlines of this work, and being satisfied of its accue~
rate and able illustrations of the benign principles of Free-
Masonry, 1 have no. hesjtation in- réecommending it to the
patronage of the fraternity. Dated at Albany, 20th March,

9817, DE WITT CLINTON.
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Bz 1T REMEMBERED, that on the twenty-seventh day
of November, in the forty second year of the Inde-
{x. s.) pendence of the United States of America, Sarxa
Towx, of the said District, hath deposited in this
office the title of a Book the right whereof he claims
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PREFACE.

THE public are informed, that the following"
pages were originally prepared in separate addres-
ses, only to be exhibited before Masons. . That the
author had not the most distant idea of their ever
appearing in print.. Not.that he thought some pub-
lication, of a similar nature, might not be exceed
ingly important ; but that it should come from-one
better able to do justice to & subject of so much pub~
lic interest.

The sentiments contained in this little book, have
been exhibited before the Grand Chapter of this
state, and the most of them.in the same language
they are now found. The arrangement in chapters,
was to throw the work into the form of a regular
system. This course was, therefore, adopted as the
most proper. :

At the annual meeting of the Grand Chapter in
February, 1816, the idea was suggested of preparing
for the press, -several Masonic addresses, which had
been exhibited before that honorable body. On mar
ture deliberation, the measure was thought, expedi-
ent, and therefore adopted. Relying on the better
discernment of respectable and well informed breth-
ren, the work has been submitted. It is, therefore,
presented to the public, not for.its elegance of com.
position, but for its truth. The primary object was,
1o give a plain, yet concise description of Speculative
Free-Masonry. ) .

Some few repetitions will be found to occur in
languege and sentiment, which are to be ascribed
to the original preparation in distinct addresses. I
is, however, sincerely hoped, some good may resuls,
to community. It is conidem.ly believed, the bro-

. 1 '
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therhood will take occasion to improve on those ge-
neral ideas suggested in the work.—That communi-
ty in general, will be inclined to think favorably of
our Institution. We mean not to deceive. We
mean to state facts, in relation to Speculative Free-
Masonry. We have no doubt, but what you find in
these pages, would accord with your own views and
feelings on the subject, should you unite with our So-
ciety, and fully understand its principles. We think
we are not deceived as to the nature of - those im-
rtant instructions derived from the Institution.—
e know we are not. 'They are plain, and accord-
ing to the common acceptation entertained, of moral
" fitness not only by the wise and prudent and dis-
cerning, but the more humble capacity. As we are
{:ur neighbours and friends, we wish to be your
ethren. To love and cherish you as such, and
discharge all those mutual and reciprocal acts of
friendship, which subsist between, and are binding
on, members of this Society. We wish to be fellow
helpers with you, in promoting the general happiness
well being of mankind. Our charity is more ex-
tensive. We wish the whole world might become
brethren of one common family, and discharge all
those acts of kindness, resulting from such a relation.
These are privileges peculiar to our profession,
and we desire they may be commensurate with hu-
man wants. Many of those privileges are restricted
to members of our own society. This, we think,
cannot be wrong in itselfl It is according to the
very nature of things. It is precisely what exists in
every associated body of men, formed for any lauda-
ble purpose whatever. In such bodies we expect to
find privileges peculiar to their own members.
Nothing is intended by this work, but-a plain, un-
adorned statement of .Masonic principles. Nothin
is degigned to be construed unfaverably, as to the
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sacred scriptures, or the churches of Christ, or any
religious denomination. Nothing is designed to re-
flect, either on community in general, or individuals
of that community.

The Elain truth is, we, as Masons, do believe in
the high importance and utility of the Institution,
and are not only willing, but desire that others should
il;:ﬂinformed, as far as consistent, what those bene-

are.

If; therefore, the public are pleased with us as ci-
tizens, as neighbors, as friends and connexions, why
not esteem us as Masons ? If we are wholesome ci-
tizens, good neighbors, honest merchants and me-
chanics, or wise and prudent statesmen, why may
we not be good and honest Masons? If our opinions
in other matters, are esteemed equally sound with
other men’s, why should we be dishelieved in our o-
pinions of Masonry ? Let the inquiry be made, whe-
ther it is in any way probable, that all Masons should
have been deeeived. Let us exercise charity towards
each other, and be assured, neither our happiness,
" nor our friendship, nor our interest will, in the least,

wffer by it.
THE AUTHOR.
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PRELIMINARIES.

onatuduunes

THE great ficld of Masonic re-
search has, for many centuries, been ex-
lored by the most able, ingenious and
ruitful imaginations. The origin of the
Institution, its principles and design
have occupied many pens, in every age.
But, notwithstanding those numerous,
as well as great exertions, so often and
so ably repeated, much still remains.—
The subject is not, neither can it be
exhausted. The great and paramount
point has never been clearly and fully |
presented to the world.

That point is simply this, that the
principles of Speculative Free-Masonry
have the same co-eternal and unshaken
foundation, contain and inéulcate, in
substance, the same truths, and propose
the same ultimate end, as the doctrines
of Christianity taught by Divine Reve-
lation.

This is a position, in the view of the
world, of very high import, and great
extent; yet the truth of it is not doubt-

2 ,



14 SPECULATIVE MASONRY.

«d by those who are thoroughly versed
in Masonic knowledge. To explain fun-
. damental principles, and establish the
Institution, to the satisfaction of every
person on a tried foundation, becomes a
matter of primary importance. 1Tt is,
however, thought, plain and conclusive
evidence can be adduced, sufficient to
satisfy every candid mind. If, therefore,
the above position can be fairly estab-
lished, Masonry will be hailed by all
Christian nations as a precious reposito-
ry of truth, sacred in their eyes, and hal-
Jlowed in their esteem. Those nations
whose characteristic is Christian, are
usually sanguine in their devotions te
such establishments as they have reason
to believe are grounded on Divine reve-
lation. Taught, from their youth, that
hence are derived those principles which
emanate from the very throne of God,
their veneration increases with their
years, and excites in the mind admiring
. views of truth and sanctity.

Such is the infallible result of a sound
faith in revelation. Hence, it is evident,
if we would add universal celebrity to
our Institution, the world must be con-
vinced that the foundation is laid im e-
vangelical truth. 'When evidence shall
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be exhibited to this effect, the great point
is. fully accomplished. The ignorant
and superstitious will be constrained to
behold the vLiear. The sober and dis-
creet will rejoice in Masonry as a com-
pendious system of moral and religious
instruction ; while the pious and devout
will embrace it as an auxiliary to human .
happiness, and a guide to a blessed im-
mortality. - ‘

" This truth, being well understood,
would present a-pewerful motive before
men of sobriety and worth to salicit the
benefits of the Institution.. ‘

As we, my- brethren, have a special at-
tachment to the principles of Specula-
tive Free-Masonry, why should we feel
indifferent to the clear manifestation of
so important a truth as that contained in
the proposition, and one which may be
subservient to the great good of man-
kind? Why submit to the calumnies of
the illiberal, without attempting a refu-
tation? :

The learned Doctor Robertson has
laboured to identify Masonry with Illu-
minism. No plan could bave been more
fatally eoncerted o fix deep rooted pre-
judices in the mind:. Illuminism, in Eu-
rope, was justly considered the bane of
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empire, the secret and skulking enemy
of all civil and ecclesiastical institutions,
and the very school of licentiousness.
"The writings of this man, therefore, from
his characterand high literary fame, were
peculiarly calculated to raise alarms, and
‘excite odious denunciatiensagainst Free-
Masonry. Charity, however, inclines us
to believe that the doctor thought his o-
pinion well founded, though it has since
appeared to the world he was greatly de-
ceived. Time, and a regular exhibition
of unimpeachable conduct in the great
body of the fraternity, have nearly, or
quite obliterated those unjust impres-
sions.

It is now manifest to the world, from
the history of the Institution, that Ma-
sonry haé-never been the exciting cause
of evil in governments, policy or reli-
- gion. €an asingle charge of this nature
be substantiated? How astonishing, that
a world which cannot bring and maintain
one charge of-this kind, either of a pub-
lic or private nature, as an authorized
act of the Institution, should stand aloof,
and still harbour unfounded suspicions!
"Has not the experience, say of two hund-
red years, been sufficient for an expe-
siment? Faithful records have most

e e e —
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surely been preserved during that peri-
od. Is not the testimony of thousands
. .of individual menfibers, persons of reli-
ton, probity and truth, to be credited?
Can no confidence be-reposed in those
.of our friends with whem. we are on
terms of the utmost intimacy ! Has not
-the institution been patronized by kings,
-princes and presidents, as well as men
.in every station of civil authority 1—
‘Would such men take to their bosoems,
.and -cherish and recommend what was
.aiming to dethrone them, or in any way
subvert.their governments or disturb the
peace of society.? The thing is incred-
-1ble in its nature, and carries a plain
.gontradiction in terms.
- Have not many holy ministers of the
altar, and a multitude of meek, humble,
ious and devout christians embraced the
nstitution, frequented thre regular com-
. munications, promulgated the principles,
and lived'and died recommending them
to the world? - How can this practice be
reconciled with a profane, irreligious,
demoralizing establishment? Those pi-
ous ministers of the gospel spend their
days in declaiming against vice and irre-
ligion, in preaching the unsearchable
riches of righteousr:@ess, ‘and their lives
: g
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testify to the sincerity of their hearts.
The private christian, alsn, gives strong,
if not indubitable proof of the same
truth by his daily deportment. Does net
the same contradiction, therefore, most
manifestly appear in-this case, as in the
former, if the society be -instituted for
vicious purposes? If it does; the insti-
tution must necessarily be good, or all .
those patrons who claim to be consider-
-ed pious, are mere hypocrites.

Do not great numbers of our acquaint-
ance now belong to the Masonic institu-
tien, who in all things are considered men
of approved integrity, men of sound
judgment, and whose character for he-
nesty and truth was never suspected ?—
And do they not, by the very faet of
continuing their membership, and fre-
quenting oyr assemblies, bear. publie
testimony to the propriety, as well as the
utility of the institution? How shall we
reconcile such condict in those persons
on the supposition that the Masonic. so-
ciety is, in its nature, immoral?

But we will name-one example, fami-
liar to ahmost every person. :

The great and immortal WasniNoTON
“was a FREg-Mason :—that father of his
country’s salvation was our brother. In
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him was combined every excellence of
character, in the field, in the cabinet,
and in the church. He was one of our
fairest, brightest, greatest ornaments.—
The weight of his talents and character
was never withholden from Masonic
support. This man could have no mo-
tive in deceiving the world, no motive
in ‘patronizing Masonic assemblies, un-
less, in his view, the institution ought to
be encouraged and maintained. Suffice
it to say, therefore, as Free-Masonry
was countenanced and approved by this
great and good man, it could be on no
other ground than that of its own intrin-
sic worth, and consequent importance
to mankind. If such men have not only
honored the society with their presence,
but sanctioned the institution by precept
and example, who shall presume to con-
demn it? If the testimony of men, first
in the affections of their countrymen, is
valid in relation to other matters, why
not equally so in the case before us?
But there is one more consideration
to be noticed.—Those who denounce the
institution are certainly ignorant of its
true nature and principles, and of con-
sequence, in that state cannot be compe-
tent judges. It is necessary first to un-
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derstand what the tenets are, before we
can decide correctly as to their proprie-
ty or impro'i)riety., useful or destructive
tendency. The farther persons are made
acquainted with the true principles, the
more beauty they discover, and hence
-that general love to the Society by its
own members, that universal attachment
to its principles, and that brotherly af-
fection. which always prevails.-




'CHAPTER 1.

The great outlines of Speculative Free-
' Masonry. .

—— .
BRELOVED BRETHREN AND COMPANIONS,

THROUGH the merciful Prov-
‘idence of God, another opportunity is
 presented of addressing you in terms of

fraternal affection. Once more, of ask-
ing that kind indulgence, that serious
and candid attention you have never de-
nied me.

An attempt will now be made, brief--
ly to exhibit, some of the great outlines
of Speculative Free-Masonry, in one.
general view. General I say, because
asingle address cannot embrace but the.
mere outlines of a system, on which the-
mind may range with fresh and admir-
ing prospects, or dwell with unspeaka-
ble delight. A subject, involving truths
weighty and important in their nature,
and consequences. everlastingly serious
and eternal.

The science of Speculative Free-Ma-
‘sonry seems to have been made a sub~
ject of inquiry, in same general degree,
in every age of the world. Hence va-
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rious opinions have been enfertained by
mankind, as to its origin and proper de-
sign. While some have really approv-
ed the Institution, others have wholly
condemned it. While some have ex-
pressed a belief, that in few instances it
might be beneficial to individuals, others
have utterly dencunced it as the bane
of sociely. While some have wisely
suspended their opinions, others have
cast odium on the very name. ‘In the
abodes of ignorance, where the genial
rays of science have but dimly shone on
the human intellect, Masonry has usual-
ly béen denominated a scheme of prac-
tical impiety, bewildering the head and
~corrupting the beart.” From such un-
founded and uncharitable .opinions have
originated numerous fables, by which
enchantment and witchcnaft are said to
be practised in Masonit;léassemblies.—
From these and various other causes, the
public mind has long been laboring un-
der serious doubts, whether to consider
the Ipstitution laudable and good in its
nature and design, or not.” In view of
such a consideration, we are loudly call-
" ed upon, as Free and accepted Masons;
to unfold the tenets of our system in the
most plain, unequivocal terms. Distinct-
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ly to explain the moral nature of the In-
stitution to the world, and by convinec-
ing the understanding, lay a sure found-
.ation for its universal approbation by all
mankind.. :

That Speculative Free-Masonry is
wisely calculated to irradiate the un-
derstanding, enlarge the capacity of the -
mind, and improve the heart, no man can
" doubt, who has.been correctly taught in
its principles. These are facts capable
of as positive proof as the nature of mor-
al fitness will admit. We are, therefore,
bound by that benevolence and charity
we profess, to adopt every-laudable ex~
pedient to remove error, prejudice or
misconceptions from the public mind.—
On the accomplishment of this desirable
object depends much of the celebrity of
the Institution, and the great accession
to human happiness.

That our minds may be refreshed on
this subject, let us turn our thoughts on
- some of the more prominent features of
the Masonic Institution. )

Speculative Free-Masonry, as a sys-
tem, evidently embraces, in body and
substance, the whole duty of man. asa
morzal being; comprising a summary of °
~ principles, conformable to the very na-
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ture and fitness of things. Here.is pre-
sented, that variety and richness.of scene-
ry which charms the understanding, that
beauty, sublimity and grandeur of ob-
jects which fill the contemplative  mind
with adiniring views. Here we discov-
er the wisdom of God. in the symmetry
of nature, and the finger of Providence
in the government of the world. The
great outlines in the history of creation
are also unfolded. The primitive inno-
cence of man, the fall and consequent
scenes of natural and moral evil. Ina
. word, the bistory of nature and grace is
most beautifully prefigured in a lively
display of Masonic symbols. Here we
view the coincidence of principle and de-
sign, between the Christian scheme and
Speculative Free-Masonry, with that 1
pleasing admiration which satisfies in-
quiry, and clearly proves our system |
based on the Rock of eternal ages. As
the subject continues to open, the mind |
is presented with an endless variety of |
sublime contemplations. Such are the ‘
deep mysteries of the Divine Worb, in ]
whom all the fulness of the Godbead
dwells bodily. Such the terrible majes-
- ty of Him that rideth upon the heavens
by his name Jah, who plants his foot- 1
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ateps in the sea, and manages the storms.
Such the boundless displays of the un-
searchableriches of Divine Benevolence.
Such -the Grand Council of Eternity,
which devised and executed that great
plan of man’s redemption. The mind is
thereby presented with the co-equal and
co-eternal existence of the adorable Per-
sons in the Sacred Trinity. The allu-

_sions are direct, and meet the under-

standing in a convincing light. Here

‘we view the numerous allusions to that

essential Divinity, which foiled the pow-
ers of darkness, and brought salvation to
the world. Here are we taught in meek-
ness to reverence the name of Jenovauy,
and dwell on the infinitude of his per-
fections, . the eternity of his nature.—
Within these consecrated walls are clear-
ly unfolded the numerous relations of
man, as a being destined to survive the
general destruction of nature herself, and
triumph in immortal existence. = The

‘wisdem and goodness and mercy and

justice of the great God as displayed in

the moral world, and his controling, go-

verning power in the natural. All the

combined, unspeakable excellencies of

the Omnipotent Creator, Time with all

itsinteresting relations, eternity with its
3
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everlasting consequences. This world,
as a dreary wilderness, heaven as the

]
|

paradise of God. Mortal existence, in-

terwoven with pains and sorrows and
death,—a happy immortality, endless
fruition in the regions of bliss. Vice

with her scorpions to the naked con-:

science, virtue with her sceptre of peace,
and her crown of rejoicing. Here, in
short, .is a vast plenitude of moral and
religious instructions.

- The admiring views are sometimes
turned on that wisdom which could de-
vise, and that power which could call
into being worlds and systems of worlds
by the Worp of his power. To adore
that Divinity, whose goodness and mer-
cy are so astonishingly displayed in the
salvation of man. Here we are led to
trace the streams of huinan bappiness,
to the inexhaustible fountain of Divine
goodness. .

Such are a few of those numerous ex-
cellencies found in the system of Spec-
ulative Free-Masonry. On these are

indelibly impressed the seals of imper-'

ishable worth. If such in very deed
were not the facts, no man of sense and
independence of mind, could in any
shape, become attached to the Institu-
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tion. If all were a mere specious form,
a shadow without substance, a name
without meaning—was there no other,
nor higher attainment, than the mere ex-
ternals, the naked ceremonres, the sem-
blance of  virtue, the appearance of sin-
cerity, a kind of bypocritical sanctity

the: badge of innocence to conceal the
blackest crimes, the mask of friendship
to allure and deceive, a mantle and pro-
fession of charity to wrap up:a heart of
* fraud and malevolence, the empty names
of meoral and religious principles, basely
prostituted and stripped of their appro-
priate meanings, the Institution would
justly deserve nothing but infamous dis-
-grace, and meet with little else than so-
-vereign: contempt. - The sober and dis-
.creet part of community, who might be-
:come members, indignantly frowning on
such base duplicity, such sanctimonious,
-yet damnable deception, long ere this
-time, would have stripped off the mask,
-and exposed the monster naked to the
world. Regardless of the frowns or flat-
teriés of their fellows, they would have
triumphed in the extinction of the Insti-
tution. No age of human depravity, no
eountry so far sunk in the Bathos of mor-
-al pollution, but has been honored with
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masonic members, who, dreading no-
thingbut the displeasure of heaven, would
have trampled in the dust the very con-
stitution of a corrupt and wicked asso-
ciation. Sueh atiempts, however, are
nameless on the reeords of time. And
such we are sure never will be made,
till the laws of nature shall be reversed,
till light becomes darkness, virtue, mo-
rality and religion, the blackest of bu-
man crimes. No individual, however
corrupt in heart or abandoned in princi-

le, however lost to a sense of duty or
1onor, however regardless of present
conduct or future consequences, could
for once concentrate the whole vileness
of his nature into a single point suffi-
ciently daring and desperate, as to re-
vile the true principles of Speculative
Free-Masonry.. An admiring world bas
often witnessed this cautious reserve with
astonishment, and as often been inclin-
ed to ascribe it to some mysterious, con-
troling influence of the powers of dark-
ness. Little, however, do mankind im-
agine, that nothing but some lingering
sense of the great, intrinsic excellencies
attached to this Institution, can at any
time, restrain slanderous expressions in
disgraced and apostatized members.—
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The very name itself of Masonry, forces
on the mind some faint, perhaps, unwil-
ling remembrance of truths, which, for
the moment, command the approbation
of the heart, and draw the tribute of
praise, even from polluted lips.

This consideration, and this alone is
sufficient to account for that uniform:
applause from the vain and worthless,
or prudent reserve in the vile and aban-
doned. Such, we know, is the fact.—
When an unprincipled member, one who
eannot be reclaimed, is expelled from
the. Society,. his lips are closed in eternal
silence, or only opened to approve that
institution  from which he is for ever ex-
eluded.

Brethren, have you-not sometimes
considered these things with a degree of
astonishment ? What nation or govern-
ment on earth, but has been execrated
by disaffected members of its own
domain? What society or institution,.
except the Masonic, in any age or coun-
try, but has been reviled and slandered
by outcast individuals, once the mem-
bers of its own body?

Have you not sometimes, in' a mea-
sure, been lost in contemplating the
great ‘antiquity a'ng universal identity
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of Masonic economy, as now existing a-
mongst all civilized nations? Have you
‘not semetimes viewed the institution, in
that point of light, which filled the mind
with a high and exalted sense of its di-
vine excellence! Have you not some-
times been truly astonished, that this

o

institution hath survived the ruins of

states, of kingdoms and empires? That
.'in every nation under heaven, amidst
the clashing interests of religious secta-
rians, the merciless persecutions of en-
thusiastic bigots, the jealousies of unpi-
tying tyrants, and all the convulsions of
the moral, and revolutions of the polit-
ical world, Masonry hath escaped the
ruin, preserved her integrity and purity,
and by the influence of her principles,
like the sun in his strength, hath again
and again irradiated the nations. Here-
§n is abundantly verified that. wise re-
mark of Gamaliel, a doctor of -the Jew-
ish law; «If this council, or this work,
be of men, it will come to nought, -but
if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it.”

Brethren, the design of this address,
was said, merely te present the outlines
of Speculative Free-Masonry. But, it
what has been exhibited be true, you
. already discover, through the magnitude
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of the subject, the greatness of the un-
dertaking. Co

The characteristic principles are such,
as embrace the whole subject matter of
divine economy. The farther you at-
tempt to investigate the whole system,
the more deep and solemn and interest-
ing the subject appears.

Such, therefore, is the nature of Spec-
ulative Free-Masonry, that the most ex-
alted human intellect can never survey
the whole field of improvement. The
attainment of a full and-adequate view,
lies far beyond the powers of any finite
mind. '

Perhaps my brethren may consider
this-description rather too great. If so,
be persuaded to suspend your final de-
cision for one moment. '

Where is the beginning, and. where is
the end of eternity? What is the length
and "breadth and height and depth: of
eternal truth? Where, the finite mind,
which can look through the vast ma-
chinery of nature? Where, the vain pre-
sumer, who dare assert he can trace un-
erringly, the footsteps of Omnipotence
in all his works? Where, the created be-
ing, however exalted in rank, of etheri-
al mind, who comprehends the great
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- mystery of God in the plan of redemp-

tion! The wonder of angels, the eter-
nal Worp manifested in the flesh! Where-
such profound wisdom, which can fath-

om that mystery of mysteries, a Trinity -

inUnity? In a word, where is that crea-
ted being in the universe of God, who

will fully comprehend, through a bound-

less eternity, the great and unseaychable:

riches of uncreated Divinity; or the a-.

mazing displays of the divine character
and perfections? Or who ean trace im-

mortal existence throughall its relations? .

These subjects, collectively consider-
ed, constitute the vital parts of Specu-
lative Free-Masonry. Full of interest
as the nature ‘of immortality, solemn
and momentous as everlasting. conse-
quences. Say then, my brethren, who:
is sufficient for these things?—Who can.
unfold the mysteries of this Institution,
or explore the utmost boundaries of the
Masonic system? , ‘

Brethren; are our minds duly and so-
lemnly impressed with these truths? We
- may pass through all the forms, under-
stand all the ceremonies, participate in
all the communicative knowledge, but
unless we discover the great point to

which these precious instructions allude, |
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and experience in very deed what they
were designed to effect, we fail of the
great object in view. Although many
things are diseovered in the midst of our
ceremonies which affect the mind with
peculiar delight, yet these are but the
mere externals, the appendages, the sym-
bols, the visible features, the index of
those sublime principles which charac-
terize the nature of our inststution.
“The man whe desires to improve in
knowledge, must apply the constituted
means. Here are we presented with an
ime xhaustible fountain; yet this fountain,
with all its streams of knowledge, in it-
self considered, avails nothing. till we
approve the instructions in our hear$,
and practice them in our life and con-
duct. Notwithstanding ‘the moral pre-
cepts of our Order may be equally sa-
cred and equally precious. with those
of Christianity, yet, unless they be-
come ours by sentiment, identified
with eur affections, and flow from the
heart in every act of duty, how are we
benefited?  Notwithstanding this solemn
and interesting truth, that the Di-
vine Being views no moral character
in man with greater complacence than
his who in heart strietly conforms to Ma-
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. . sonie requirements, yet if thiese require-

mentg are not conscientiously obeyed,
fron a view of their reasonable nature,
and a just sense of divine authority, they
avail us. nothing. No moral truth pre-
sented to the mind can. be greater, more
evident, mere comprehensive, more uni-
‘versally binding, and at the same time
‘more reasonable in its nature and re-
quirements, than what is taught in the
first Maseonic lesson; that is, to discharge
every incumbent duty which arises from
the nature of out existence, to our God,
.our neighbor, and ourselves. Herein is
comprised the whole subject matter of
divine revelation, as respects the duty
of man. These duties, therefore, must
‘be discharged with that sincerity of heart
which comports with the fitness. of moral
propriety, or mo.relative good is deriv-
ed te ourselves or others.

Hence, brethren, for our own person-
al happiness, and the increasing celebri-
ty of our useful institution, we are loud-
ly called upon to prove the excellency of
our profession by the purity of our prac-
tice. Let us, therefore, bear this strong
testimony tothe world, notonly by pub-
licly avowing what we are taught by pre-
cept, but also by exhibiting the reason-
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able fruits, in the bright example of our
life and conduct. In this way truth may
be displayed with a convincing power:
the principles of Masonry will then ap-
pear to inankind in their original purity,
combining all the moral excellencies in
the moral world. Then, and not till then,
will the tengue of slander be silenced,’
or the lip of prejudice sealed.—Then,
and not till then, will the Institution ap-
_pear in all its loveliness to the world ;—
then, and not till- then, shall we experi-
ence that sweet consolation which flows
from a heart and conscience approved in
- the sight of God.
‘ Brethren, I cannot close this address
without expressing the most earnest so-
licitude, that the Companions of this
Grand Chapter will redouble their exer-
tions, will use all their influence and
weight of character to remove every pre-
judice or miseonception from the minds
of community, and plainly set before
the world the leading principles of Spe-
culative ¥ree-Masonry. We, as ‘Ma-
sons, do xvow for ourselves, that the
system as such, isSTRULY and EMPHATICAL-
LY excellent in its nature, and we are
bound by conscience, and every bene-
volent affection which warms the heart,
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which rejoices in the promotion of hu-

man happiness, to proclaim it distinctly

to the world. . Let the veil of ignorance,
therefore, be rent from the understand-
ing, let the true vieHT shine into the
heart, and Masonry will be hailed with

acclamatiens of joy as the harbinger of

peace. It is time for us to arise, that
the world may be brought to light.
By a full and fair exposition of our
great leading principles we betray no
Masonic secrets : these are safely lock-
ed up in the beart of every Mason, and
are NEVER to be imparted, except in a
constitutional manner. Were these se-
crets communicated, they could be of no

material service to mankind: their ap-

propriate use is to distinguish our breth-
ren of every nation and kindred and lan-
guage. On these ne man bas any claim,
except he enter the door of Masonry.—
By these, Masons of every nation are
recognized as brethren, and thereby en-
titled to privileges which the world can
never enjoy in common. No moral quali-
ty can be predicated -on those tokens by
which Masons distinguish each other.

These considerations, therefore,should
silence every murmur, allay every un-
due apprehension, and satisfy every can-
did mind.
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But our leading tenets are ne secrets.
¥ is no secret that Masonry is of divine
-origin. It is no secret that the system
embraces and inculcates evangelical
truth. It is no secret that there is not a
duty enjoined, nor a virtue required, in
the volume of inspiration, but what is
found in, and taught by Speculative
Free-Masonry. It is no secret that the
appropriate name of God has been pre-
served in this institution, in every ceun-
try where Masonry existed, while the
rest of the world was literally sunk in
heathenism. Tt is no secret that we feed
the hungry and clothe the naked, pro-
tect the widow and orpban, and in all
things, according to our ability, do good
to the whole human family. And, above
all, it is not, neither can it be a secret,
that a good Mason is of necessity, truly
and empbhatically, a Christian.

Finally, my brethren, in view of this
whole subject, we see what a great mys-
{ery is involved in Speculative Free-Ma-
sonry. How weighty, and solemn and
interesting is our profession! No peri-
ad, short of a boundless eternity, can ful-
ly display the moral beauties, the un-
searchable riches of this system. Let

4 . ..

~
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us, therefore, rejoice in the light, per-
severe in ways of well doing unto the
end, that we may at the last, receive
a crown of righteousness incorruptible,
which ean never fade away.

CHAPTER II

_ The ultimate end of the material Creation,

to subserve the Moral World.—The
r object of human Association,
the ongm qf various Socwtzcs.

IN surveymg the material world
with all its numerous appendages, the
contemplative mind is naturally led to
inquire after the great efficient cause.
From the varied scenery of nature, the
sublimity of the heavens, and the order
of the universe, we are constrained to
aseribe wisdom, design and supenntend-
ence to their Author.

In contemplating the moral world al-
80, we behold a higher and far more sub-
limated order of beauty, by which we ad-
mire the unspeakable goadness of God in
every display of his moral perfections.

From those constituted laws of matter
* which pervade the natural world, and
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thdse harmonizing principles of moral
fitness and- propnety, so essential to the
peace and happiness and general well-
being of sociely, we necessarily infer
some great and ultimate end, to which
all things and all events are made sub-
servient. Hence, the primary object of
the material ereation, .was to form a
proper theatre, on which to unfold the
councils of eternity, in relation to the
great moral system. Man was, there- ’
fore, ereated in the image of his God,
endowed with reason-and umderstandmg,
and constituted a social being. Through
the medinn of social intercourse, those
intrinsic excellencies of mind are unfold-
ed, which fully bespeak the dignity of
man. It therefore appears that the prin-
ciples of human association, are inherent
in our nature, and constitute the highest
subordinate means in advancmg the com-
mon happiness-of mankind, in duly hon-
ouring our Creator, and answering the
proper end of our creation. It is cer-
tain that our intellectual faculties are
.susceptible of vast improvement; im-
provement depends on means, and means
are derived through the medium of soci-
ety. We hence infer most conclusively,
that social intercourse is according to di- -
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vine constitution, and the great medium
through which are displayed the beau-
ties o% the moral system.
"~ The establishment of civil govern-
ment, that powerful safeguard of indi-
-vidual rights and privileges, at once
constitutes the broad foundation of a
common association. Here is erected
the standard, and here the great rallying
point fer civilized life. All mankind
-are, from the nature of their existence,
constituted members of this common so-
ciety. Hence, a way is prepared under
the most favorable circumstances, and
the highest inducements clearly exhibit-
-ed, for individuals to establish and or-
ganize subordinate societies, with an ul
timate reference to the general good.—
As individual exertions proved inade-
quate to remedy incidental evils, and
fully subserve the purposes of social life,
a union of means, of energy and wisdom
became indispensable. Numerous are
those objects essential to the present and

future well-being of mdnkind, which are’

not sufficiently embraced by civil polity.
The legislative and executive depart-
ments of a nation cannot minutely. ex-
-tend their protecting care to every ob-
ject, separately considered, which may

2 e
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contribute in the best manner, to the
peace and happiness of community. A
remedy for these deficiencies was readi-
Iy found in the voluntary associations of
men. Whence the origin of various in-
dividual societies, in every age and coun~
try. The accomplistiment of different
objects, led to different systems of or-
ganization. Hence, all those religious
and moral institutions, both ancient and
modern. The co-operationof individuals
to promote arts and science ; to encour-
age agriculture and manufactures—to re-
lieve the unfortunate—to civilize the sav-
age—to emancipate the slave—to sup-
‘pressvice and immorality—to diffuse the
gospel and christianize the world. All
these associations, so far as the members
are actuated by proper motives, have
one ultimate end in view; to meliorate
the condition of man, and render his
whole existence a blessing. The great
aggregate of happiness produced in the
moral system by the instrumentality of
those various humane, benevolent, mor-
al and religious societies of the world, is
far beyond all human conception. No
period short of eternity, can fully mani~
fest how much misery has been prevent-
ed, and how much ;elative good intro-

-
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duced. In point of antiquity, intrinsic
wort.h, and universal prevalence, the Ma-
sonic institution ranks with the first.—
The great antiquity, and general preva-
lence of this society, cannot be question-
ed. These are peints long since estab-
lished by known historical facts. The
intrinsic excellency, and great utility of
this institution, will appear in their prop-
er lglace.

rom what has been exhxblted it ap-
pears that mankind were not only crea-
ted rational beings, but destined to act
in a social capacity. Our existence,
therefore, necessarily createsa relationto
all mankind, and our social compscts, in
many respects, add an increasing weight
to each original obligation. Every re- -
lation we sustain, whether it arise-from
the constituted laws of moral fitness, or
fromvoluntary engagement in mutual as-
sociation, 1s mseparably connected with
relative duties. Such is our relation to
God the supreme governor of the uni-
verse, that we are under the greatest ob-
. ligationg to love and obey his commands,
_toreverence his namne, and adore his per-
fections. These are duties which accord
with the nature and fitness of things, and
are necessarily binding on all created

?




SPECULATIV.E: MASONRY. 43

intelligences. - Ourrelation to the whole
human family, as beings of the same in-
tellectual endowments, liable to the same
vicissitudes of fortune, and. subjeet to
the same ineidents of life,. is also attend-
ed with its relative duties. Our relation
to the government under which we live,
imposes other duties correspondent. with
~ our .various stations: Our relation. to
any particular society,. duly organized
for the purpose of advancing, or the more
effectually. accomplishing some impor-
tant end, brings its relative duties. = The

members of every society are justly con-
sidered as pledging themselves, faithful--

ly to discharge each incumbent duty.—
hose stipulated duties, therefore, what-

ever they may be, cannot be neglected,.

nor the obligations evaded without dis-
appointing the expectations, and betray-
ing the eonfidence reposed.in the solem-
nity- of their engagements. .
Wherever a duty exists, it necessarily
imposes a corresponding obligation. If
it be the duty of rational intelligences
toreverenceand adore their Creator,they
are of necessity under the most solemn
obligations, cheerfully to comply with

that divine requisition. If we owe cer-

tain duties to mankind as brethren of one
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common family, to government as institu-
ted for the greater personal security-and
general‘ good, or to individual societies
ormed for moral, benevolent grother im-
portant purposes, the weight of obliga-
tion in either case is strictly commen-
surate with the duty.

Hence, we may. discover the extent of
our relations, our consequent duties, and
reciprocal obligations. Each, in its con-
stituted order, evidently accords with
the nature and fitness of things.




CHAPTER IIL

The general nature and design of the Ma- .
- sonic Institution.—Summary of Duties.
—Principles in the abstract. '

THE way is now prepared to
speak of the nature and design of the
Masonic institution. 'Its real, as well as’
professed object, is to promote the high-
est possible good of rational intelligen-
ces. To inculcate the sound doctrines
of morality and virtue, and deeply im-
press on the heart those great and fun-
damental principles, whieh consfitute the
beauty and divine excelleney of the mor-
al system. = These are objects noble and
praise-worthy. Such as ought to eom-
mand the affections, and secure the uni-
versal approbation of mankind. That
such is the professed object of this insti-
tution, has long been known to the world.
Fhat such also is the fact, it is confident-
ly believed can be. clearly. established.
In proportion, therefore, to the impor-
tance of the end proposed, must be the
worth of the institution, the magnitude
of incumbent duties, and the weight of
corresponding obligations..
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These things being premised, it will
be in order to treat of Masonic princi
ples in the abstract. 'To shew that they
are fundamental in the great moral sys-
tem, and consequently involve the ulti-
mate end of all humnan existence.

An acknowledgment of the existence
of God, as the moral governor of the
universe, is the first profession by the
eandidate for Masonry. An unequivo-
cal assent, and professed belief therein,
is the only condition, by which. any per-
son can lawfully and regularly gain ad-
mission. A serious conviction of this
truth is indispensably necessary, that ra-

-tional beings may feel their responsibil-
ity to the Supreme moral Governor.—
Such a principle, therefore, Iying at the
threshold of our institution, .must be a
sanctifying circumnstance.

Three great and important duties are
solemnly inculcated on every Mason at
his initiation ; to his God, his neighbor
and himself. He is exhortedto love and
adore, to reverence and worship his God
in sincerity and truth—to contemplate
his character as a being transcendently
excellent—to live in the exercise of hum-
ble dependence, and acknowledge him
as the Governor of the universe, and dis-
penser of every blessing..
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His neighbours are the world of man-
kind. Integrity and justice, benevolence
and fidelity are to characterize his con-~
duct in every relation. . ‘

To himself, he awes the constant du-
ties of sobriety, temperance, chastity

‘and a due control over all the unruly
and turbulent passions of the human
heart. : :

_All these duties originate from divine
constitution, are fundamental in the mor-
al system, and perfectly accord with the
fitness of things. The very nature of
their excellence consists in their pecul-
iar fitness to render our whole existence
the greatest blessing. To these are ad-
ded numerous subordinate duties, in a
relative point of view. The exercise of
brotherly affection towards every being
capable of happiness, or exposed to mis-
ery—relief, or benevolent conduct tow-
ards objects of commisseration—truth
and uprighinessinallourintercourse with
mankind—temperance,ora due restraint
upon all our passions, affections, pleas-
ures, or enjoyments of life—fortitude,
or that steady purpose of mind which
leads to the exercise of every virtue, and
the performance of every duty, notwith-
standing all the frowns or the flatteries
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of the world—prudence, to manage wise-
ly in all matters which relate both to
time and eternity—justice, which is the
standard and criterian of moral recti-
tude—faith, which,_ constitutes the men-
tal eye, as respects the invisible world,
and fixes our confidence on- God—hope,
that powerful anchor of the soul amidst
the storms and boisterous waves of hu-
man adversity—charity which is the
bond of perfectness, which elevates the
affections and binds the heart to the
throne of God.

These are duties of intrinsic -excel-
lence, and such as will, from the consti-
tuted nature of things, necessarily pro-
mote the peace and harmony of society,
the present and futumie well-being of in-
dividuals, and the general good of the
intelligent universe. Principlesand du-
ties, which lie at the foundation of the
Masonic system, and are solemnly en-
joined on every brother.  Whoever,
therefore, shall conscientiously discharge
them in the fear of God, fulfils the whole

. duty of man.

Such we pledge ourselves to the world
are Maconic tenets and duties. In these,
every Mason is thoroughly instructed
within his own Lodge, where the highest

— e = -
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inducements are exhibited, which may
affect the heart and wisely regulate the
whole tenour of life.

e—pe—

CHAPTER 1V.

Coincidence of Masonic Principles with
Devine Revelation.

AFTER what has been said, in
relation to some of the leading princi-
ples embraced in the Masonic system, it
may not be improper, briefly to shew
their coincidence with Divine Revela-
tion. The scriptures of the Old and
New Testament, are now received and
acknowledged, by all Christian nations,
{o be given by Divine Inspiration.—
Hence, all Christendom quote the au-
thority of this book in all matters of re-

- ligious faith and practice. To this also

we appeal as a standard for the correct-
ness and sanctity of our principles.

Masonic faith acknowledges the holy
Bible to be the word of God,—that it
was written by persons divinely inspir-
ed, and reveals the whole duty of man.
Let us therefore candidly compare the
Masonic. system with that standard of
truth,

5
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That sacred volume clearly reveals
té)e existence of one Supreme Eternal

od. The Masonic system is first open-
ed to the view of every member, by a
solemn acknowledgment of this funda-
mental truth.. The Bible exhibits the
nature, character and perfections of God
as essentially and infinitely excellent,and
himself as a being in whom all our holy
affections should ultimately centre.—
Masonry, in the strongest and most im-

* pressive laiiguage, inculcates the same

interesting truths. The scriptures en-
join supreme love to God, and universal
benevolence to all mankind. These are
the first duties impressed on the heart
of a Mason. Inspiration urges the ex-
ercise of brotherly love, and a due re-
gard to the well being of our neighbor.
Masonry considers the whole human
family as brethren, and imperiously en-.
joins mutuatandreciprocal actsof friend-
ship and affection. '

The holy Bible enforces a strict ad-
herence to truth, as a Divine attribute.
This is a distinguishing tenet in the Ma-
" sonic system, and impressed on the mind
by all the authority of the Institution.
The word of God requires a conscien-
tious and scrupulous observance of jus-

;
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tice in every relation. Masoury adopts. -
this principle, as a criterion of moral rec-
titude. The sacred writings enforce a
religious attention to the sabbath, as a
day of holy rest. Masonry is equally
emphatic in all her commands, and in-
junctions, to keep that day holy. The
word of God enjoins submission and obe-
dience to the powers that be, as ordain-
ed of God. Masonry lays similar com-
mands on all her members, and enforces
them by constantadmonitions. Thescrip-
tures teach us,.in general terms, all the
duties of charity, to feed the hungry and
clothe the naked, to visit the widow and
fatherless, and keep ourselves unspotted
from the world. Masonry dwells upon
these subjects in every degree, and lays
her members under solemn obligations
to exercise Christian charity and benev-
olence, and never to violate the laws of.
chastity. The word of God teaches us
to love our enemies, and render good
for evil. Masonry will feed a brother,
though a personal enemy, even at the |
point of a sword, should his necessities
absolutely require it, and uniformnly ex-
horts to overcome evil with good. In-
spiration commands us to live peaceably
with all men, and pursue our lawful avo-
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cations with diligent application. The
nature of the Masonic Institution ac-
cords with thesé principles, and enjoins
similar ecommands in numerous ways.—
The scriptures of truth, in every part,

. hold forth such duties, in'general terms,
as are incumbent on moral beings in e-
very situation of life. Masonry is a sys-
tem, which, in this particular, converts
every station and condition of life into
a subject of useful instruction.

By the oracles of truth we are also
forbidden to mdulge in anger and re-
_sentment, prefanity, rioting and intem-
perance, falsehood and slander, hatred,
malice and revenge, and every vice
which corrupts the human heart, disturbs
good society, or in any respect is repug-
nant to a sober and virtuous life. Ma-
sonry interdicts every vice, lays her re-
straints, prohibitions and commands on
every member, and enforces obedience
by the authority of her discipline. The
scriptures, in a.word, require a strict o-
bedience. to the whole moral law. This
law is summarily interwoven with every
part of the Masonic system.

Such are some of the more general
principles and duties contained in the
scriptures of truth:—the same are fun-

- damental in the system of Masoary.
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Forthetruthofthese sentiments,and the
correctness of their statement, an appeal
is madetoevery Mason, who understands

‘the system, and every just memorial of

the order, both ancient and moedern.

It bence appears, that the same gys-
tem of faith, and the same practical du-
ties taught by revelation, are contained
in, and required by, the Masonic Institu-
tion. " If, therefore, the former be just-
ly entitled to the approbation of man-
kind, from the nature and excellence of
its principles, the latter must be.—If
the former is wisely calculated to allevi-

‘ate human misery and promete the hap-

piness of man, so must the latter be. As

. the former accords with the nature and

fitness of things, so does the latter.—If
the Christian system displays the glory of

.the moral Governor of the universe, and

constrains us to adinire and love his cha-
racter, so also does the Masonic.

It is, therefore, confidently believed,
in view of these censiderations, every
unprejudiced mind will draw a favora-
ble conclusion of our system.—Surely
it cannot be otherwise.. These are the
genuine principles of Masonry, and e-
very member is solemnly bound to be-

Heve them in his heart, and practice -

them in his life.
; 5%



CHAPTER V.

Ancient Masonry Operative and Rehi- .
gious. .

THE next point in order, . will
be to. establish this position, that An-
cient Masonry was Operative and Reli-
gious. “ By operative Masonry, we al-
Iude to the proper application: of the
useful” rules of architecture, whence a
structure will derive its figure, strength
and beauty.” Hence, Masonry and ar-
chitecture or geometry were anciently
used as synonymous.

« In the beginning,” we are informed,
“the earth waswithoutformand void, and
darkness was upon the face of the deep.”
Then did the Supreme Architect of uni-
versal nature display the greatness of his
power, and the excellency of his wis-.
dom. <« He spake, and it was done,
He commanded, and it stood fast.”’—
The amazing sublimity and grandeur of
the material creation, the beauty and va-

- riety, the harmony and order, excited the
liveliest emotions of joy amongst the
angelic hosts. This was the first display
of the operative principles pertaining to
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the science of geometry... "Not' that we

~ would convey: the idea that the Creator.
- performed the work of creation by the
. formal. application of the principles of

. geometry or architecture, but that such.

principles may clearly be deduced from

the order, beauty, symmetry.and propor-

- tion discoverable in his works,. In this.
point of view only we wish to be under-
stood, in relation to the first. display of-

" these principles whence operative Ma-
sonry anciently arose.. It will be easy

| i to prove that the science of architecture,:

or operative Masonry, in the first ages-
of the world, was divinely taught to-
men divinely inspired ;—that moral and.
religious instructions were  originally
| designed to accompany, and be inferred
- from the operative part, for the improve-
. ment and happiness of mankind.

To the law and the testimony we ap-
. peal.—The experience and testimony
; of Noah, Moses and Solomon are dj-
i rectly in point.

Noah* was a preacher of righteous-
' ness to the inhabitants of the old world

® Let i