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PREFACE.

¢

.

‘THE necessity of a work explanatory of the principles and
eonstitations of aneient Masonry, has long been obvious to the
brethren of the western country. Impressed with this opinion,
and desirous of remedying the deficieney, the Grand Lodge of
Kentueky appointed a committee to prepare and arrange a trea-
tise upon that subjeet; in pursuange of whieh appointment, the
following sheets have been compiled and arranged for their in-
spection : in doing whieh, the compilers have endeavoured to
eombine utility with preeision, instruction with amusement, and
advantage with convenience; still having speeial regard fo the
ancient land marks. How far they have speeeeded is left to
the eandour and good sense of the honest reader to determine:

“from their brethren, they ask for that indulgence for imperfec-

tions whieh the want of extensive opportunities of research, and
their attention to busy avoeations, may demand ; to those authors
from whom they have largely extraeted, they are bound to ae-
knowledge the amount of their obligations; from the older and
more scientific Masons, they expeet that candour and forbearanee
which are charaeteristic of the fraternity. Happy however in
the sanction and the apprebation of the Grand Lodge of Kentue-
ky, if any brother shall be instrueted or improved, if the eraft in
general shall be benefited, and the scienee of Masonry be exhi- -

bited in a more correct point of view, then will the reward in-
~ deed be ample,

-

Of the Society’s sincere friends,
THE COMPILERS,






. " INTROBUOGTION.
i s

'I‘HB Almighty Arclntnt and Grand Master of the Universe
haviug ereated all things very good, and aceording te Geometryy
"last of all formed man after his own image, engraviog on his
henrt the said noble sciences which Adam soon discovered by
surveying his earthly piradise, and the fabrication ef the arbout,
or sylvan lodgmetit that God had prepared for him, a well pro-
portioned and eonvenient.place of shelter from heat, and of re-
tirement, rest and repast dfter his wholmme Inbour in cultivat.
ing his garden of delights, and the firat temple or place of wor~
ship, agresably to his original perfect and iunocent state.

It is very immatérial whether we should antiquate out mys-
tery or make it eoeval with mankind, by insisting that the first
man, Adam, bad some knowledge of geometry ; yet itis a very pro-
bable assertion that Adsm’s time must have been employed in
those preservative imventions that were coineilent with his ex.
istenee, and that he sentrived lor his dear associate, the fair and
delicate Eve, some eovering, with curtains of safety around her
mossy sofa, from the inelemencies of the weather, as well as
from the dauger of being deyoared by the wild beasts, with which
they were surrounded ; frem hence we may derive those innate
affections, the peculiar regard and special attachment that Ma-
sons, independent of nature. and improved politeness, have ever
preserved for the fair sex.

The traditional account upon this mh,ect is, that Adam after
haring been driven from paradise on aceount of his disobedience
te the ecommands of his Creator, -tagether with his sons, held
frequent conventions or Lodges for the purpose of devising and
inventing sueh improvemeats in Architeeture and Geometry as

would be conducive to their future happiness and convenience
in the world.

The information of Moses, the Grand Master of Israel, may
‘eertainly be relied on, who informs us that Jabel, the son of
Lamach, was the father of such as dwelt in temts, and of such
as have eattle ; his brother’s name was Jubal, he was the father
ofall sunh as handle the harp and organ,
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That Tubal-Cain, so ealled by the Hebrews, and eighth man
from Adam, had3§ ifapré¥ed LiinbElfin geonietry that he heeame
the first inventer as well as instrueter of eurious smith-work.
The most learned expositionsagres,.that the Egyptians and Gre-
eians called him by the name of Hephaistos, and held him to
he- the, first; inveater . of - Metallie, operations by fire—the Ro-
AR, sseribed - to him the same art, by the name of Vulean, -

"s The sons and grand:sons of Aldani; were. sucecssora of edeh
aiber i the direetisn.of the Grand werks of Arehitéetureand Ge-
empetry, til) godlx Enach, who was a prophet, foretold the destrue-
tion of the easth: for sin, first by water, and dfterwards dy fire ; .
wherefore Egogh erected two large pillars, the one ‘of stone, ‘the
ather of brick, whereon he engraved the abridgment of the arts
and scienges, particularly Geomstry and Masonry. “Josephus
eonfirms this aceount of the pillars having been ereeted and the
discoveries particalarly infastrononiy hiaving been engraved there-
on, and also that. the stone pxlhr was stamling in bis time,
Lib. 4. chap. 2.

At last when thie world’s destruction drew nigh, God eommand-
ed Noah to build the great Ark or floating Castle,-and hig three
sons assisted as deputy and two wardens ; that édifice though of
wood only, was fabrieated by Geometry, a- eurious and large
pmee of Architecture, and finished when Noah entered into his’
six hundredth year—on hoard of which he aud his three sons :
and their four wives passed, and having reeeived their cargo of
animals by God’s direction, they were saved in the Ark. Thus
from these four grand officers the whole race of mankmd are de- -
scended.

After the flood, Neah and his three sons having presé‘rved the
knowladge of the arts and seienees, eommunicated theni to their
growing offspring, who were all of one langaage or speech; and it "
came to pass as they journeyed from the east towardsthe west,’
they-found a plain in the land of Shimu and dwelt there as
Noacides or sops of Noah.

One hundred and one years after the flood, the deseendants of
Noah becoming numerous, he partitioned the earth amongst them
and ordered them to disperse dnd take possession; but fearing
the ill consequenees of their separation they were unwilling to~
disperse, but resolved if they must do’ so to transmit thieir mema-
dal illustrious to all future .generations: they accordingly em~




vii :
ployed themselves under grand master Nimrod, in the large and
fertile vale of Shinai, along the banks of the Tigris, in building
a greatand stately tour and eity, the largest work the world ever
saw; bat they knew not whien to desist till their Maker, provok-
ed by thei¢ vanity, interropted their grand design by eonfounding
their speech ; henee the city was ealled Babel or confusion.

Froi Shindi the s¢iences and arts were carried to the distant

parts of the earth, notwithstanding the confusion of the dialeets,
“thatindeed gave rise to the Mason’s faculty and universal prae-
. diee of conversing without speaking, and knowing each other by
sigos and tokens, whieh they settled on their dispersion or mi-
gration, in ease any of them should meet in distant parts who
before had been in Shinai. * L
" 1t would be tedious and uninteresting to trace the regular pro-
gression of Masonry and the arts from these dates of antiquity
down to modern times ; we shall content ourselves with mention-
ing a few of the most remarkable particulurs, the earliest and
most remarkable display of industry and the arts after the eon-
fusion of Babel, was exhibited by the Egyptians, who were soom
renowned for their taste and skill in the sciences ; the celebrated
‘eities of Memphis, Heliopolis and Thebes, with its hundred gates,
besides their palaces and sepulehres, their obelisks and statues,
their famous pyramids, the greatest of which is reckoned tKe first
of the seven wonders of the world, stand as monuments eof the
industry and perseverance of this people.

The Egyptians excelled all nations also in their amazing laba-
rynths, one of them is said to eover the ground of a whole pro-
vinee,. containing many fine palaces and one hundred temples,
disposed in its several quarters and divisions, adorned with eol-

- umns of the best porphyre, and the statues of their gods and
prinees. Abram who was born io the 2008th year of the world,
having sojourned in the land of Canaan till he was seventy-five
years of age, was driven by famine down into Egypt, where he
received fstruction in all the arts of Geometry and Architee-
ture, which he earefully communicated on his return to the free
born of the Canaanites and particularly to his deseendants;
Isaae and Jacob did the like also to their families, while Joseph
in process of time became the grand master of the Egyptian Ma-
sons. About eighty years before the Exodus of Moses, the Israel-
ites heeame enslaved by the Egyptians, who eaused them to la
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bour exceedingly in stoné and brick wasdary, and made thew
build up many strong and stately. cities, At length the measure
.of their sufferings being eompleted, Moses marched out of Egypt
at the head of six hundred thousaad Hebrew males, marshalled
in due form; for whose sake God divided the Red Sea to let

them pass through, and drowned Pharoah and the Egyptim that

pursued them. A. M. 2518,

While marching through Arabia to Canaan, God was pleased
to inspire their grand master Moses, Joshua his depyty, and
Ahobab and Basaleel, grand wardens, with wisdom of heart, and

the next year they raised the curious tabernacle where the divine

Shecinia resided, and the holy Ark, the symbol of God’s pre-
senee, which was framed by Geometry, a most beautiful pieee of
symmetrieal architecture, according to the pattern which God
discovered to Moses on Mount Sinai, and which was afterwards
the model of Solomon’s Temple.

But the temple of the most high at Jerusalem, far exceeded in
maguificenee and splendour, all the other structures in the world
beside ; it was built by that wisest man and most glorious kipg of
Israel, Solomon the son of David, the prince of peace and Archi-
tecture, the grand master Mason of his day, who performed all
by divine direction, and without the noise of tools; all the stones,
timbers and foundmgs, being brought ready cut, framed and
polisted to Jerusalem.

It was founded in the fourth year of Solomon on the second
-day of the second month of that year, after the Exodus 480 years,
Anno mundi 2993. before Christ 1014. ‘

T'he following number of operaters are said to have been em-
ployed in earrying ou the work:

1st. Rulers, provosts or overseers of the

people in working, who were expert 8,600
master Masons,

2. Of the stoue cutters and seulptors,

]ayers, builders, who were expert fel. 80,000
low erafls,

3. The levy of assistance under the no-
ble Adouerain, who was the grand jun. 30,000

warden.
In all, Free Masons, ] 113,600
Besides bondmen, labourers and bearers } 0.060
of bardens, ’

Inall, 188,600
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Solomon was much obliged and assisted by Hiram, king of
"Tyre, who seut him many of his best artists and bmldem,togeth
er with the firs and cedars of Lebanon. Bat above all he sent™
his name-sake, Hiram Abbiff, the most accomplished designer and
operater on earth, who in Solomon’s absence filled the chair as
deputy grand master, and was the prineipal surveyor and muter
of the wotk.

Solomon partitioned the fellow-erafts into eertain Lodges with
a master and wardens in each, that they might receive commauds
in a regular manner, might take care of their tools and jewels,

“might be regularly  paid every week, and be duly fed and eloth.
ed, &ec. and the fellow-crafts took care of their successlon,
by educating entered apprentices. -

Thus a solid foundation' was laid of per*eet Inrmony amongst
the brotherhood ;' the Lodge was strongly cemented with love and
friendship ; every brother was duly taught seereey and pridende,
morulity and:good feHowship ; each knew his ‘peculiar busivess,
and the-grand design was vigorously pursued at a prodigious ex-’
pense. - No structure was ever like this for exact proporuon and
beautiful dimensions, from the most magnificent portico in the east, -
to the SANCTUM SANCTORUM in the west, with numerous
apartnients, pleasant and convenient lodgings and chambers for the
kings and prinees, the Sanhedrim, the priest, and Levites of Is-
rael 5 and the outer court for the Gentiles, it being an house of
prayer for all nations, and eapable of recéiving in all its courts -
and apartments together, about three hundred thousand people—
it was adoroed with one thousand four hundred and fifty-three col- °
ums of parien marble, twisted or seulptured or fluted, with twice
as many pilasters; both having exquisite capitals or chapters of
several different noble orders, and about two thousand two hun-
dred and forty-six windows, and it was lined with mass gold set
with innumerable diamonds aund other precious dtines, in tbe most
harmonious, beautifal and eostly decorations.

It was finished in the short space of seven years and six months,
to'the amazement of all the world, when the cape stone was cel-

. ebrated with great joy by the fraternity. But their joy was soon
_ interrupted by the sudden death of their dear master Hiram Ab-
biff, whom they decéntly interred in the Lodge near the temple a-
‘greeable to ancxent usage.

B
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After Hiram Abbiff was mourned for, the tabernaele of Moses
avd its holy reliques being ledged in the templé; Solomon in &
general assembly dedicated and conseerated it by solema prayer
and contly sacrifices past number, with the purest music, veeal
and instrumental, praising Jehovah upon fixiug the holy Ark in
ity proper place, between the eherubims, when Jebovah filled his
own temple with a eloud of glory.

This. glorious edifice attracted soon the mqmsuwe eanmiois-
seury of all nations, to travel and spend some time at Jerusalem,
to suryey. its peculjar excellencies, as mueh as was allowed to
the, Gentiles, and, they soon diseovered that all the world with
thm joint skill, eame far short of the Israelites in the wisdom,
ltrength and beauty of Architeetare, when the wise king Solo-
mon, was grand master of all Masens at Jerasalem, and the
learned. king: Hiram was grand master st Tyre, and inspited- Hi-
ram Abbiff-bad heen master of work; when true and eomplote
ﬁmm was under the immediate eare and direetion of Heaven;

ilen the nohle.and wise thought it their lionor to be the associ-

*afes of the ingenious eraftsmen, in their well formed Lodges s
and g9 .the temple. of. Jehovah, the one trae God, heecame the just
wonder.of. gll travellers, by which as by the most perfeet pat-
tern, they, resolved to.correct the architecture of their own comn-
tries upon their return.

Frow, this. time Mapmu'y in systematie form could be traced as
propagsted apgl encouraged by all the sueceeding kings and prin-

. ees in their time thrqughout the eivilized world : but the vari-
ous revglutions of empires, the rising and falliog of kingdoms in
suceeysion, weuld produce such changes in.every art, seience and
iu,ﬁtution, a8 eopuld not with propriety be here enamerated ; the
ingpisitiyq Mason can ascertain from history and various recerds,
that, the royal Art: was engouraged. and prapagated through the
whole.age of yrogglae and expectaney, by both' the Jewish "and
Roman kings, till in prozess of time the world was made flesh,
or the Lord Jesus Christ, Immanuel, was bora, the Architeet or
grand master of the Christian Chureh, in the eomputed year of
Masonry 4q06;. during the reign of Pontius Pilate, the Roman.
governor of Judea, oup Lord Jesus Christ was erucified and by
his.order, without the walls of Jerusalem, and rose again from
the dead, on the third day, for the Jumﬁutmn of all that believ-
ed in him.
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Rude ages of barbarity, ignorance and oppréssion idterveiied
at different periods of the world, during which it was difficult to
propagate, and keep alive the various ifaproveménts and disco-
veries that had been adopted ; but iustitutions und advancerieat
in science, thus founded on the eternal rock of truth, are not to
be easily demolished. As christianity and eivilizdtion progresss
ed, Masonry also rose in esteem. We find thdtit wid éarly in-
trodueed into Great Britain by the Romani 3 Cetsiit, paiticiilars
1y. and the other Roman generals who succeeded him), wére reck-
oned patrons and protectors of the eraft. The siiecessive wirs
which ensued between the contending emperors and genérils, éon-

- giderably obstructed the progress of Masonry ifi Brita™ " **
time of the emperor Carausius, by whom it was revive
ticularly eneoiraged. Having shaken off tlie Raman yo
trived the most effectual means of rendering his persc
ernment agreeable to the people, and assuming the ¢l
a Masen, he acquired the love and esteem of the most o e
ed part of his subjeets: he possessed real merit, éncoiriged
learning and learned men, improved the country i the eivil arts,
and in order to establish an empire in Britain, he collected into
his dominions the best workmen and drtificers from all patts.
Among the first class of his favourites came thé¢ Masoni 5 fof
their tenets he professed the highest veheration, dﬁff dﬁpojﬂteii
Alhamus the prineipal superintendant of their aés¢mblies. Under
his patronage Lodges and conventions of the fraternity wére res
gularly formed, and the rights of Masonry regulaily praétised.
To erable Masons to hold a general cotnsel, to establish theif
own government, and correct errors among themselves, K¢ grant-
ed to thein a charter, and commanded Albamus to preside aver
them as grand mastér. This worthy knight proved & Zealous
friend to the craft, and afterwards assisted at the initiation of
. many persons, into the mysteries of the order. Albdniiis or St.
Alban was the first who suffered martyrdom for the' Christian
religion in Britain, and the old constitutious affirnj, that he was
employed by the emperor Carausius to build a wall rund the
¢ity of Vemlam, and erect for him a spleadid palace, and that
to reward his diligence in executing those works, the cil'n'pe‘x:br
made him steward of his honsehold, dnd chief rivn,lexj'o'f‘l the reglm,
However this may be, we are assured froni the corroborating tes-
timony of ancient historians, that he was an able architeet and
real encourager of the craft. ' '
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) Masonry made but] slow progress in Great Britain from
the time of departare of the Romans, till the year A. D. &%,
when Austin, with forty menks, among whom the sciences had
been preserved,came to England. Austin was commissioned by
Pope Gregory to baptize Ethelbert, king of Kent, who appointed
him first archbishop of Canterbury. '

This monk and his associates, propagated the prineiples of
christianity among the inhabitants of Britain, and by their in-
fluenee in little more thau sixty years, all the kings of the hep-
tarchy were converted. Masonry flonrished under the patronage
of Austin ; he seems to have been a zealous encourager of Arehi-

tecture, and appeared at the head of the fraternity in founding
" the old eathedral of Canterbary, in the year 600, and the cathe-
dral of Rochester, in 602, St. Paul’s, London, in 604, St. Peter’s,.
Westminster, in 605, and many others.

‘Some expert brethren arriving from France in 608, formed
themselves into a Lodge under the direction of Bennett Abbott,
of Wirral, who was soon after appomted by Kinred, kiug of
~ Mereia, inspector of the Lodges, and general superintendant of
the Masons.

Masonry has generally kept pace with the progress of learn-
ing; the patrons and encouragers of the latter having been most
remarkable for eultivating and promoting the former.

No prince ever studied more to polish and improve the under-
standing of his subjects, than king Alfred, and no one ever prosed
a hetter friend to Masonry. . Mr. Hume in his histery of Eng.
land, relates the following particulars of this celebrated prinee :

¢ Alfred usually divided his time into three equal portions: -
¢ one was employed in sleep and the refection of his body by diet’
¢ and exerecise, anotherin the dispateh of business, and a third
¢ in study and devotion. That he might more exactly measure
¢ the hours, he made use of burning tapers of equal length which
¢ he fixed in lanterns, an expedient suited to that rude age, when "
“the art of describing sun dials, and the mechanism of elocks
% and watehes were totally unknown. By this regular djstribu-
% tion of time, though he often labored under great bodily infirmi-
% ties, this martial hero, who fought in person fifty-six battles by
% sea and land, was able during a life of no extraordinary length,
% to acquire more knowledge, and even compose more books than
¢ most studious men, blest with greater leisure and applxeatma,
“have done in more fortunate ages.”
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“QOa the déath of Alfred in 900, Edward succeedpd to the
throne, during whose reign the Masons eontinued to hold their
Lodges under the sanetion of Ethred, his sister’s husband, and

- Ethward his brother, to whom the care of the fraternity was entrus-
ted. Ethward was a prinee of great learning, and an uble Archi~

_teet ; he founded the university of Cambridge. -

' Edward died in 924, and was suceeeded by Ethelstane his son,
‘who appointed his brother Edwin patron of the Masons. This
prince proeured a charter from Athelstane, empowering thém to
meet annually in communiceation at York, where the first Grand
Lodge of England was formed in 926, at which Edwiu presided
as grand master. - Here many old writings were produced in
Greek, Latin and other languages, from which the constitutions
of the English Lodges are originally derived. From this eera we
date the establishment of Free-Masonry in England, There is
at present a Grand Lodge of Masous in the eity of York, who
trace their existenee from this period, by virtue of Edwin’s char-
ter; it is said, all the Masons in the realm were convened at a
general assembly in that city, where they established a gemeral
or Grand Lodge for their future government.

Under the patronage and jarisdiction of this Grand Lodge, it
is alledged the fraternity considerably inereased, and kings, prin-
ees, and other eminent persons who had been initiated into-Muason-
ry, paid due allegiance to that grand assembly. 'The appellati-
on of ancient York Masons, is well known in all regular Lodges,
and the universal tradition is, that the brethren of that appella-
tion, originated from the memorable assemblage at York.

On the death of Edwin, Athelstane undertook in person the di-
rection of the Lodges, and the art of Masonry was propagated

. in peace and security under his sanetion.

" The craft continued to receive the encouragement of tba kxngs,

the royal family and the ministry; some of whdm were commonly

the grand master, and presided in the Lodges, till the year 1425,

. at which time Henry VI. a minor, being on the throne, an act of

. parliament was passed prohihiting and forbidding the assemblies
or dongregations of Masons to be held, and declaring that any
person convicted of procuring or eausing such meetings to be
holden, should be adjudged guilty of felony, and all persons at-
tending such assemblies should be punished by fine and imprison-
ment at tha will éf the king. But this act was never put in force,
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mor the fratervity deterred from assembling as usual, under arch.
" hishop Churehley, who still continued to preside over them. Not.
withstanding this rigorous ediet, the effects of prejudice and ma-
levalenee, in au arbitrary set of men, Lodges were formed in &if-
foreut parts of the kingdom, and tranquillity and felicity reigned
amongst the brethren.

In 1485, Henry the VII. eame te the tlmme, who became the
patron of the craft, and under his auspices the fraternity flour-
ished, and Masonry progressed with an additional splendor. On
the 24th day of June, 1503, a lodge of master Masons was form-
ed in the place, at which the king presided in person as master;
sond having appointed John Aslip, Abbot of Westminster, and
sir Regmald Bray, knight of the garter, his wardens for the oe-
easion, they proeeeded in ample proeession to the east end of
Westminster Abbey, where the king laid the foundation stene of
that rich master pieee of Gothie Architectare, known by the name
of Henry the seventh’s chapel. In the reigm of queen Elizabath,
sir Thomas Sackville accepted the office of gramd master, during
whieh period, Lodges were held in different parts of the kinge
dom; bat the general or Grand Lodge always assembled in York,
where the fraternity were numerons.and respeetable.’

The following circumstance is reeorded of Elizabeth : hearing
that the Masons were in possession of secrets which they would
not revesl, and being jeslous of all secret assemblies, she sent
an armed force to York with intent to break up their amvwa}

Grand Lodge.

" This design, however, was happily frustrated by the interpo. -
sition of sir Thomas Sackville, who took care te initiate some
of the ehief officers she had sent on this daty. They joined in
communieation with the Masons, and made so favorable a report
to the queen on their return, that she eountermanded hor orders,
and never after altempted to disturb' the meetings of the fra¢
ternity.

The year 1666, afforded a singular and awful oceasion br thp
utmost exertion of Masonir abilities,

The city of Londen, which had heen visited the preeeding
year by the plague, te whose ravages it is eompated above 100,000
of its inbabitants fell a sacrifice, had scarcely recovered from the
alarm of that dreadfual eontagion, when a general conflagration, re-
duced the greatest part of the city withim the walls, te aslies. Fhe
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persons whe were nppmbd surveyors oa this oeeasion to examise

the rains, reported that the fire overran 373 acres within the

walls, and burnt 18,000 honses, 89 parish churches, hesides eha."
pels, leaving.only 41 ehurches standing. The Royal Exchange,

Custom Houase, Guildhall, Blackweil Hall, the two Compters,
fifty-two city companies’ halls, and three eity gates were alt de-

stroyed. The damage was computed at 1.10,000,000 sterling.

The mest skilfal of the craft were called upon on this eccasion;

to devise plans for rebuilding the city in a mere elegant style, and

in’'a way that it would not in future be so subject to be destroy-

ed by this ungovernable element. The king and grand master,

immediately. appointed Dr. Christopher Wren, who was deputy

grand master, te be the surveyor general sad priacipal architeet

for rebuilding the ¢ity. This gentleman eonceiving the eharge

too impertant for asmgle persen, selected Mr. Roliert Hook, pro-

femor of geometry in Gresham college, to assist him, who were
immediately employed in measuring the ground, aud adjusting the

streets, till they produced a plan which met the approliation of
the king, and agreeable te the manner in which the city has since
appoared. On the 23d of Oeteber, 1687, the king in person, level-
led in due form the foundation stene of the New Royal Exchange,
now alewed to be the finest in Europe. Mauy other publie
and private edifices were eommenced with zesl, and finished with

amazing repidity and elegance. In 1671, deputy Wren began fo
baild that great fluted column called the monument, in memory of"
the burning anmd rebuilding of the cify of London. This stu-

pendous pillar was finished in 1677. It is built' of Portland’
stone, of the Dorie order: its altitude from the ground is 202
feets the greatest diameter of the body of the columnm, is 15
feat; the ground plinth or bottom of the pedestal, 28 feet square,
and the pedestal 40 feet high. Over the capitol is an iron bal-
€ony, entompassing a cone 32 feet high, supporting a burniog
urn of gilt brass. It is ornamented in a masterly manner with a

nember of emblems and statues, dessriptive of the ob;eet mtended'
to be commemmorated.

Bat few thiugs- remarkable oceurred in the suceeeding annals
of Masenry.. 'I'bus far we have thought proper to trace its ori-.
gin and progression, till we find the institution established on &
permament basis, and reduced to proper system and order. A
furthér parmative of its history would ocecupy more room than
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esmid be’be:towa in this work : the enquiring staftsmen.can fud
variofs authors that treat-more at large ou the ‘hmormlt'pnrt of
the society ; to these he s referred.

. From-a consideration of the atfention and respeet with: Avhwb'
Maunry bas been treated in all ages; from the emecuragement
and patronage it has always received, from the wise, the virtu-
ous, aud the great, we are constrained to believe that the influ-
ence and tendency of the institution, have not been solely confined
to its operative part. -

Spmtual or speculative Masonry, furnishes much matter for
our serious consideration and regard : we find that the arts, the
sciences, and all the branches of useful improvement, have been
cultivated and eneouraged by societies of this kind, and-that pe-
culiar seerecy - has been enfoined, and special regard had to the
character and moral deportment of all smeh as wished to be ad-
mitted fellows or companions in.those learned institutions ; the
Egyptians partieularly, had the most serupulous eare in keeping
the secrets of Masonry from all strangers.

‘The great Pythagoras who took a journey to Egypt, to study
the Egyptian learning, found such difficulties to be introdueed to
the priests at Memplhis, as he could get over by no.other means
than by his submitting to be circumecised. So cautious were these
sage, liberal students, likewise, that they wrapped up their mys-
teries in all disguises, allusions, enigmas; fables, and allegories, .
calculated from their most intrieate literature, which. required
the greatest sggacity, knowledge and study to understand. . ‘From
thenee arose originally the sigus, -tokeus, obscure questions and
answers among -Masons, which have been banded down to us by
oral tradition only. These were kept undiscovered and unex-
plained to the craftsmen, apprentices, and laborers of those times;
till they became after long service and attendance, preficients,
and qualified for masters and undertakers of work, by diseover-
ing some extraordinary genius and excellence, A Mason, right-
Iy to understand the several copious mysteries of the craft, should
have his mind enriched with solid learning; as in this -eonsists
one of the first qualifications for making him perfeet. A good
Mason then is an honest man ; one who duly pays his. duty to his
great Creator; one who strives.by honest industry to exeel in that

~ trade, profession or seienee, he is called to; one who js just in
all his dealings and dependencies, cultivatiog his mind and be-
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Jdaviour with social adepts, and brotherly\;en'lgmty in all the du-
ties of life ; one who would willingly do-t6 all men as he would
have them to do to him. This we presume is the fundamen.
tal principle of Masonry. Let not an ipstitution aimiog at
so great and noble an object, be evilly spoken of: cherish
the divine principle in your hearts, and manifest it threugh
all your lives and in all your actions; it is the transeript
of the divine vature formed in the human soul. 'The prineipal
intention of forming societies is undoubtedly the uniting men in
the stricter bonds of leve ; for men considered as social ereatures,
must derive their happiness from each other; every mam being
designed by Providence, to promote the good of others, as he
tenders his own advantage. Our doctrine is this: that we re-
strain not our love to our next neighbors only, this being merely
a matter of eonvenience; nor to our acquaintanee solely, this be-
ing the effect of inelination to gratify ourselves. We are not to
caress our friends only because gratitude and common justice re-
quire that at our hands, nor should our love be limited to them par-
ticularly who are of the same church or opinion with us, for by
‘the very same reason that we are induced te believe ourselves
right, they may imagine themselves so too, and what we may
judge to be perfection among ourselves, they may condemn as
blemishes. Admit that in peints or modes of worship, we may
differ from each other, yet the Lof#ge reconciles even these; there
we all meet amicably and converse socially together; there we har-
monize in principles, though we vary in punetilios; there we
Join in cenversation and intermingle interests ; there we
" discover no estrangement of behaviour, no alienation of affection;
we serve one another most readily in all kind offices of friend-
ship. Freedom of opinion thus indulged, but its points never
discussed, is the happy influence under which the unity of this
traly honourable society, has been preserved from time immemo-
rial. Upon which account Masonry has become the centre of
union, and the means of conciliating friendships amang those,
that might otherwise have remained at a perpetual distance,
causing them to love as brethren and heirs of the same hope,
partaking of the same promises, children of the same God, and
candidates for the same heaven. Now in order to cherish and
promote this harmony, within doors and without, let us first lay
hold on-the surest means of stopping the mouth of degraction, by

»
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endeavouring to lead a pure and unblemished life; let us con-
gider that not the reputation of one only, but that of the whole
society is affected by a brother’s mishehaviour. Invested as we
are with that distinguished badge, which at this day is the glo«
ry and boast of the greatest potentates upon earth, we should
gcorn to act beneath the dignity of our profession. Let us then
walk worthy of our veeation, and do honour to eur profession.




MASONIC CONSTITUTIONS, &e¢.
——
CHAPTER 1.

ORIGIN OF MASONRY, AND HISTORY THEREOY IN AMERICA.

IN England, until the year 1717, a sufficiént num-
ber of masons, met together, had ample power to make
masons, and discharge every duty of masonry, by inhe-’
rent privileges, vested in the fraternity at large, without
a warrant of constitution.—But at the meeting of the
Grand Lodge of England on St. John the Baptist’s day
in that year, the following regulation was adopted : .

¢« The privilege of assembling as masons, which has’
hitherto been unlimited, shall be vested in certain lodges
of masouns, convened in certain places; and every lodge
hereafter convened, shall be legally aunthorised to act by
a warrant from the Grand Master for the time being,
granted to certain individuals by petition, with the con-

“sent and approbation of the Grand Lodge in communica-
tion ; and without such warrant, no lodge shall hereafter
be deemed regular or constitutional,” |

Freemason’s lodges in America are of recent date.
Upon application of a number of brethren residing in Bos-
ton, a warrant was granted by the right honorable and’
most worshipful Anthony, Lord Viscount Montague,*
grand master of masons in England, dated the 80th of-

April, 1783, appointing the right worshipful Hepry Priee
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grand master in North America, with full power and aa-
thorlty to appoint his deputy, and other masonic officers
necessary for forming a grand lodge ; and also to consti-
tute lodges of free and accepted masons, as often as ecca-
sion should require.

In consequence of this commission, the gmnd masler
opened a grand lodge in Boston,* on the 30th of July,

1783, in due form, and appointed the right worshipful
Aundrew Belcher, deputy grand master, the worshipful
Thomas Kennelly and John Quann, grand wardens.
'Fhe grand lodge, being thus organized, under the de-
signation of St. John’s Grand Lodge, proceeded to grant
- warrants for eonstituting regular lodges in various parts

-of America ; and from this grand lodge originated the.
first lodges in Massachusetts, New-Hampshire, Rbode-

Island, Connecticut, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mary-
Tand, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Barba-
‘does, Antigua, Newfoundland, Louisburg, Nova-Scotia,
‘Quebec, Surrinam, and St. Christopher’s.

In 1775, hostilities commenced between Great Brltau}
and America. Boston became & garrison, and was aban-
doned by many of its former inhabitants. The regulan
meetings of the grand lodges were terminated, and the
brethren of St. John’s Grand Lodge held no assembly
until after the re-establishment of peace.

Fhere was at that time also a grand lodge holden at
Boston, upon the ancient establishment, under the desig.
nation of ¢ The Massachusetts Grand Lodge,’ whlch
originated as follows:

In 41755, a number of brethren rest.dmg in Boston, who
were ancien? masons, in consequence of a petition to the
grand lodge of Scotland, received a deputation, dated,
November 30th, 1752, from Sholto Charles Douglaqa

- ® Sometimes called  The Grand Lodge of Modern Masans,”

£
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Lord JAberdour, then grand master, constilutivg them a
regular lodge, under the title of St. Andrew’s Lodge, No-
882, to be holden at Boston. '

This establishment was discouraged and opposed by
the St. John’s Grand Lodge, who thought their privileges
" infringed by the grand lodge of Scotland ; they there-
fore refused to have any intercourse with St. Apdrew’s
Lodge for several years.

The prasperous state of St. Andrew’s lodge soon led
its members to make great exertions for the establish-
ment of an ancient grand lodge in America; which was
soon effected in Boston, by the assistance of travelling
lodges, belonging to the British army, who were stationed
there.

December 27, 1769, the festival of the Evangelist was
celebrated in due form. When the brethren were assem-
bled, a commission from the right honorable and most
worshipful George, Earl of Dalhouse, grand master of
masong in Scotland, dated the 30th of May, 1760; ap-
pointing Joseph Warren to be grand master of masons
in Boston, and within one hundred miles of the same,
was read, and he was, according to ancient usage, duly
installed into that office. The grand master then ap-
pointed-and installed the other grand officers, and the
grand lodge was at this ﬁme completely organized.

- Between this period and the year 1791, this grand
lodge granted warrants of constitution for lodges to be
holden in Massachusetts, New- Hampshire, Connecticat,
Vermont and New-York. '
" - Tn the year 1773, a commission was received from the
right honorable and most worshipful Patrick, Earl of
Nu mfries, Grand master of masons in Scotland, dated

Maxch 8, 1772, appointing the right worshipful Joseph
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Warren, Ksq. grand master of minsons for the sztzmmt '

of America. -

In 1775, the meetmgs of the grand lodge were suspen:
ded, by the town of Boston becoming”a garrison.

- At the battle of Bunker’s Hill, on the 17th of Jure,
this year, masonry and the grand lodge met with a hea.
vy loss, in the death of grand Master Warren, who was
slain contending for the liberties of his country.

Socn after tho evacuation: of Boston by the British ar-
my, and previons to any regular communication, the bre-
thren, influenced by a pious regard to the memory of the
Iate grand master, were induced to search for his body,
which had been rudely and indiscriminately buriedin the
field of slaughter. They accordingly repaired to the
place, and, by direction of a person who was on the ground
at the time of his burial, a spot was found where the
earth had been recently turned up. Upon removing the
turf, and opening the grave, which was on the brow of &
hill, and adjacent to a small cluster of sprigs, the remains
were discovered, in a mangled condition, but were easily
ascertained ;* and, being decently raised, were conveyy.

ed to the state house in Boston ; from whence, by alarge.

~and: respectable number of brethren, with the late grand
officers, attending in precession, they were carried to the.
Stone Chapel, where an animated eulogium was deliver.

~ ed by brother Perez Morton. The body was then depo--

sited in the silent vault, ¢ without a sculptured stone to
mark the spot ; but, as the whole earth'is the sepulchre
of illustrious men, his fame, his glorious actions, are en-
graven on the tablet of universal remembrance ; and will
survive marble monuments, or local inscriptions.”

1777, March 8. The brethren; who had been dispers:

ed in consequence of the war, being now generally col- -

* By an artificial tooth.




-

ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONNY, ”

lected; they assembled to take into censideration the
state of masonry. Being deprived of their chief by the
- melancholy death of their grand master, as before men-
tioned, after due counsideration, they proceeded to the
formation of a grand lodge, and elected and installed the
most worshipful Joseph Webb, their grand master.

- 1783, January 8. A commiitee was appointed io
draught resolutions explanatory of the power and anthori..
ty of this grand lodge. On the 24th of June following,
the committee reported as follows, viz.

¢ The committee appointed to take into consideration
the conduct of those brethren who assume the powers and.
prerogatives of a grand lodge, on the ancient establish-
ment in this place, and examine the extent of their au-
~ thority and jurisdiction, together with the powers of any
other ancient masonic institution within the same, beg
leave to report the result of their examination, founded on
the following facts, viz.

¢ That the commission from the grand lodge of Scot-
land, granted to our late grand master Joseph Warren,
- Esq. having died with him, and of course his depaty,
whose appointment was derived from his nomination, be-
ing no longer in existence, they saw themselves without
a head, and without a single grand officer; and of -con.
sequence it was evident, that not only the grand lodge,
but all the particular lodges under its jurisdiction, must -
cease to assembie, the brethren be dispersed, the penny-
less go unassisted, the craft languish, and ancient mason-
ry be extinct in thls part of the world.

¢ That in consequence of a summons from the former
%fand officers, to the masters and wardens of all the regu.

ar constituted lodges, a grand communication was held,
to consult and advise on some means to preserve the in-
tercourse of the brethren.

% That the political head of this country having destroy-
ed all connexion and correspondence between the sub-
jects of these states and the country from which the grand
lodge originally derived its commissioned authority, and
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-the principles of the craft inculcating on ‘its professors
submission to the commands of the civil authority of the
country they reside in; the brethren did assume an elec-
tive supremacy, and under it chose a grand master and
grand officers, and erected a grand lodge, with indepen-
dent powers and prerogatives, to be exercised bowever on
principles consistent with and subordinate to the regula-
tions pointed out in the constitutions of ancient mason-
Ty. ~ ‘
¢ That the reputation and utility of the eraft, under
their jurisdiction, has been most extensively diffused, by
the flourishing state of fourteen lodges constituted by
their authority, within a shorter period than that in which
:hree only receéived dispensations under the former grand
odge. : :

“gThat in the history of our craft we find, that in Eng-

land there are two grand lodges independent of each oth- ,

er; in Scotland the same; and in Ireland their ﬁand lodge
and grand master are independent either of

Scotland. It is clear that the authority of some of their
grand lodges originated in assumption ; or, otherwise,
they would acknowledge the head from whence they de-
rived. '

- ¢ Your committee are therefore of opinion, that the do-
ings of the present grand lodge were dictated by princi-
ples of the clearest necessity, faunded in the highest rea-
son; and warranted by precedents of the most approved
authority.” ,

This report was accepted, and corresponding resolu-
tions entered imto, by the grand lodge, and recorded.
1791, December 5. A committee .was appointed, a.

greeably to a vote of the 2d of March, 1787, ¢to confer

with the officers of St. John’s grand lodge upon the sub-
Ject of a complete masonic union throughout this common-

wealth.””

On the 5th March, 1792, the committee brought in their
report aud presented a copy of the laws.and constitation
for associating apd uniting the two grand lodges, as »

ngland or-
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greed to by 8t. John’s grand lodge, which befng read
and deliberatelv considered, was unanimously approved of.

June 19, 1792. The officers and members of the two
grand lodges met in conjunction, agreeably to previous
arrangements, and installed the mpst worshipful Joha
Catler, grand master; and resolved, ¢ that this grand
lodge, organized as aforesaid, shall forever hereafter bé
known by the name of The Grand Lodge of the Moét
Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and .ﬂcceptel
Masons for the Commonwealth of Massachusetis”

In addition to the powers vested by charter in the two
grand lodges before mentioned, for instituting subordi-
nate lodges, the grand lodge of England appointed pro-
vincial grand masters, in several of the states, and inves-
ted them also with anthority to grant warrants for hold-
ing lodges. °

The revolution which separated the American States
from the government of the mother country, also exonera-
ted the American lodges from their allegiance to foreigw
grand lodges ; because the principles of masonry incul-
" cate obedience to the governments under which we live.
T'he lodges in the several states, therefore, after the ter-
* mination of the war, resoted to the proper and necessary
means of forming and establishing independent grand
lodges, for the government of the fraternity in their re.
spective jurisdictions.

The Grand Lodge of New-Hampshire was first form-
ed the 8th of July, A. L. 5789. A number of lodges in
this state had received warrants from Massachusetts,
which united, in the establishment of this grand lodge,
and came under its jurisdiction.—Its meetings are holden
at Portsmouth, in January, April, July and October. In
1805, our latest information, there were seventeen regu-
lar lodges under its Junsdlctrr;m
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- The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was established
on the 27th of December, 1769, under authority of the
grand Jodge of Scotland, but the grand masonic union
being formed on the 19th of June, 1792, the grand lodge
has regularly proceeded, since that period, and has now
eighty-three regular 'lodges under its jurisdiction.

- The Grand Lodge of Rhode. Island was organized on
the 25th of June, 1791, and has nine regular lodges under
ite jurigdiction.

The Grand Lodge .of Cornecticut was constituted on
the 8th of July, 1789, and, has forty-six regular lodges
_under its jurisdiction.

The Grand Lodge of Vermont was constituted on the
14th of October, 1794, and has twenty regular lodges
under its jurisdiction. .

The Grand Lodge of New.York was first constituted
under authority of a warrant from the Duke of Atholl, in
1781 ;, but, in pursuance of the example of their sister
states, the said Provincial Grand Lodge was, at the city
of New-York on the 5th day of September, 1787, clos-
ed sing die, and the present Grand Lodge regularly’con-
stituled. It now has, under its jurisdiction, one hundred:
regular lodges.

The Grand Lodge of New.Jersey was constituted on .
. the 18th of December, 1786, and has, under its jurisdic-

tion, fifteen regular lodges. )
- The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania was first formed
by authority of a warrant from the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, on the 20th of Juue, 1764, and on the 25th of Sep-
tember, 1786, was closed, at the city of Philadelphia,
sine die, and the present Grand Lodge was regularly
opened:—It has, under its jurisdiction, one hundred regu-
lar lodges, five of which are held in Delaware, there be-
.ing no regular grand lodge in that state: .
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 The Maryland Grand-Lodge was constituted on the
17th of April, 1787, and has Lwenty six regular lodges
under its jurisdiction. -

The Grand Lodgé of Viiginia was constltuted on the

- 30th of October, 1778, and has ﬁfty six regular lodges

under its jurisdiction. " *

The Grand Lodge of North Carolina was firét in ope:
ration in 1771, under authonty of a charter from 'the
Grand Lodgé of Scotland Its records were destroyed,
by the British ariny dunng the revolutionary contest. -
recommenced its operations in 1787, and has ﬂnrty-'
three regular lodges under its jurisdiction.

" The Grand Lodge of Sullt‘l Carolina -was established
on the 24th of March, 1'787, and ha.s t‘m'ty-fom' regular
lodges under its Junqdlctmn

The Grand Lodge of Georgia was held under warrants
from the Granll Lodges of England and Scotland, which
were resigned on the 16th of December, 1786, when ‘thie
present Grand Lodge was established. 1t has twenty-
one regular lodges under its Jurlsdlchon

The Grand Lodge of Upper Canada. has twelxe regu
lar lodges ander its 3aﬂsdlcuon,., R ‘

The Grand Lodge of Lower Canada lms ﬁftegn regu-
Prlodges under its jurisdiction.

From the Grand Lodge of Nova. Scoha. we, have not
recelved retarns. . S .

N ‘\
. . .
e



N xmqi;u;r'ss OF MASONRY.

CHAPTER 1L .
HISTORY OF MASONRY IN KENTUCKY.'

THE first regular lodges in Kentucky, deqvcd their au-
therity from the Grand Lodge of Virginia.

In the year 1800 there were, under that authonty, five
regular lodges. But from their. remote sjtuation from
their parent Grand Lodge, they were induced to proceed
to the esgsbhshment of a Girand Lodge for the state of
Kentucky—an& in pursuance of an mv1tatyon from the
‘ Lexlngton 'Lodge, No. 25, a convention of delegates from
all the regular lodges then existing in the state, was held
_ atthe Mason’s Hall in the jown of Lexington, on the 8th
day of September, 4. n. 4800, where it was resolved, that
it was expedient and proper to establish a Grand Lodge
for the state of Kentucky, and the following address was
adopted anfl‘orde_red to be forw_qyded to tlw Grand Lodge
of. V,ujgmw

e LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY,

September 8th, A.'L. 3800, A. D. 1800. |
MOST WORSHIPFUL SIR AND BR®THER, .

" A MEETING of the deputies from five lodges, regu-
larly established in Kentucky, has been held at Lexing-
ton ; ‘and adopted the resolutxons which you wm ﬁnd en-
closed.

In ‘adoptihg this measare, we have been actuated by a
wish to promote the welfare of the craft. It cannot be
new to, or unconsidered, by the Grand Lodge of Virginia,
that the lodges in this country under their jurisdiction,
labour under many inconveniences.

In the first place, we suppose the charity fund an im-
portant object in our institution. The benefit of this fund
cannot be extended to any brother or his family here.

It must also be observed, that the lodges in this statc
cannot conveniently be represented in the Grand Lodge
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of Visginia, by their masters and wardens ; and that the
appointment of-otlier representatives, is suhject to great
diffieulties, from causes which are evidemt. - "T'he distanoe,
and unayoidable aceidents, have frequendy prevented the
lodges in Kentucky from beias roprencpted in the gread
lodge.

Anvther inconvenience, (net the least impartant with
regard to masonry)is, that we-cannot expeot the presence
either of the gramd master, or visiters, who may be ap-
pointed to inspect our work, and see that it is regulurly
conducted. :

Part of an independent commonwealth, we need net pe:
fer to precedents to authorize this measure : these prece-
dents must be familiar to the Grand Lodge of Virginia.
* While, however, we deem this measare necessary, we
have yet determined, that the usual centributions to the
Grand I.odge of Virginia shall be paid up till the period
of our separation; and thus proving our disposition to
discharge, in every respect, our duty to our parentlodge,
we trust that it will credit the motives whxch lead us to
separate.

Notwithstanding the separatxon, we will never forget
that we are materials of the same temple, nor cease to at-
tach ourselves to our brethren of Virginia, however remote
we may be, from their part of the great superstructure~—
No disgust, no disrespect to the Grand Lodge of Virgi-
nia, has induced us tp adopt this measure ; necessity and
. the welfare of the craft commands it.

We shall, at every opportanity, be happy to communis
cate through our grand lodge with your grand lodge ; and

assyre you we are '
Your Frienns AND BROTHERS.

(Signed by order of the convention.)

JOHN HAWKINS, Caarrmar,
, THOMAS BODLEY, Grizx.
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To pursuance of -a resolution entered intv by the said
eonvention, delegates from all the said regular lodges,
again metat the Mason’s Hall,in the tewn of Lexinjton,
on the 16th of October, in the year 1800, and proceeded
regularly to establish a Grand Lodge for the state of Ken-
tucky. *
i. The delegates then severally surrendered to the Graml
Lodge their respective charters, and recéived new ones in
lreu thereof, under the authority of theGra,nd Lodgg then
established for the state of Kentucky ;. by whlch they

- chartered and constituted Lexington Lodge No. 1, Paris
Lodge Ne. 2, Georgetown Lodge No. 8, Hiram Lodge
No. 4; and Solomon’s Lodge No. 5. A committee was
appointed who reported the following address to the sev-
eral Grand L.odges in the United States, explanatory of.
the reasons for establishing a Grand Lodge in the state of
Kentucky

® The representat:ves of five Jodges regularly constituted under the Grand

Lodge of Virginia, assembled at Mason’s Hall in the town of Lexington, an
Thursday the 16th of October, a. . 5800, for the purpose of opening a Grand
Lodge for the state of Kentucky.

The worshipful James Morrison, being the oldest past master present, was,
requested to take tb.e chair, and appomted thefollowing brethren officers pro-
tem. vig :—

WILLIAM MURRAY, Senior Warden {| ISAAC E. GANO, Senior Deacen.
THOMAS HUGHES, Junior Warden. || JOHN BOBBS, Junior Deacon.
THOMAS BODLEY, Secretary. NATHANIEL BARKER, T'ylr.
JAMES BLISS, Treasurer.

The lodg'e then proceeded to the election of grand officers, when, on exam- .

ining the ballots it appeared, that the worsbnpﬁnl brother William Murrray,
master of Hiram Lodge, No. 57, was unanimously elected Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Kentucky, and was immediately installed according to ancient
form. Thé most worshipful grand master elect, having waved his right of ap-
pointing a deputy grand master, the Lodge proceeded to the election of one;
and the worshipful brother Alexander Macgregor, master of Lexington Lodge
No. 25, was duly elected to that office, and installed according to ancient form,

The lodge then proceeded to the election of grand warde¢ns, when the wor-

shipful Simon Adams, master of Abraham’s Lodge, was elected senior, and

Cary L. Clarke, past master of Georgetown Lodge No. 46, junior grand war- .
dens, and respectively install¢d according to ancient form.

An
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©  LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, %
AL, A.D,
MOST WORSHIPFUL SIR AND BROTHER,

I AM iustructed, by the Grand Lodve of Kentucky,
to announce to you their organization, and to explain the
" motives which have led to a separation of the lodges in

Kentucky, from the jurisdiction of their parent Grand
Lodge of Virginia. They will be detailed in the simpli-
city of unadorned trutl, and are too forcible to require
“any extraneous assistance to carry conviction of the pro-
priety of the measure. No motive of disgust or dieres- '
pect to the Grand Lodge of Virginia, has actuated those
lodges upon this occasion. They still feel the same fra-
ternal love and affection for their brethren of Virginia,
which, as masons, it is their duty to entertain for all the
fraternity ; with the additional sentiments which arise
from a remembrance, that it was more immediately from
that Grand Lodge, that those lodges derived the means
of illumination.—They conceive that their procedure is
sanctioned by precedent, and enforced upon them by ma-
sonic principles. '
Among the multitude of precedents to which they might -
refer, the following only will be enumerated, which are
supposed to be more than sufficient to give every sanc-
tion which precedent can give to any measure.

“1. In‘the reign of George the 2d, the lodgesin Eng-
‘land having, from neglect, gone greatly into decay, it was
deemed necessary, to promote the welfare of the craft,
that a grand lodge for England should he established in
London, although no grand lodge had ever been before
established there. It is further to be observed, at that
time there was a grand Jodge established at York in the
same kingdom, which continued a long time afterwards
separate and independent. Tn the state of Keutucky,
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there is no grand lodge, but this which is now organized.
In forming the new grand lodge in England, at London,
four lodges only concurred ; in forming the Grand Lodge
of Kentucky, five regular lodges (all of which are in this
state) are represented.

. 8. Prior to the American revolution, the graml lodges
of the then provinces, were governed by provincial grand
masters, appointed by the grand master of England. Af-
ter that revolution they separated themselves in different
and independent grand lodges, justly conceiving that as
members of an independent commonwealth, and as FREE
MAsON>, they had a right so to de, the better to promote

the welfare and prosperity of the craft.—This is believed .

to have happened in almost every state of the union.

8. There was one exception, which will now be notic-
ed as the last precedent of which mention will be made—
The lodges in Maryland were generally, if not altogether,
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylva-
nia, until the 81st day of July, A. p. 1788, A. L. 5783,
when they formed a Grand Lodge of Maryland ; and this
proceeding finally received the sanction and approbation
of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.

Though the right of the lodges in this state, to form a
grand lodge, is undoubted, yet a due regard to the opin-
ions of their brethren, induced this Grand Lodge to de-
‘velope the circumstances which rather have compelled,
than induced this measure to be adopted merely as of
right and choice.

Here it will be only necessary to advert to the great
distance (not less than seven hundred miles) between the
. seats of the lodges in this state, and that of the Grand
Lodge of Virginia. This alone1s sufficient to prove that
our inducements to a separation are much stronger than
those which existed in the case of the grand lodge at
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London, or that of Maryland. On this head it will be_
sufficient to enumerate some inconveniencies, not which
might happen, but which have actually been felt in this .
state by the craft. Some lodges, though punctual in trans-
mitting their communications and contributions to the G-
Lodge of Va. have laboured under a painful, and although -
to the G. Lodge then unknown, and undeserved censure,

" when from causes unavoidable, the persons intrusted there-

with have not arrived in due time. KFrom the same cause;

one lodge then acting under a dispensation, has been com-

pelled to take out two dispensations before they obtained,

a charter, and were obliged to suspend their work at two

periods for almosta year. In difterent parts of this state,

application for charters have been made by worthy breth-

ren, which are presumed wholly to have miscarried, be-

cause no notice has been taken of them by the Grand

Lodge of Virginia, and the characters of the applicants

are of undoubted eligibility.

We have already found cause to lament that the lodges -
in this country, could not be legally and regularly. visited ;
a continuance in such a state, there is just ground to fear,
would giye existence and permanence to the greatest ir-
regularities. Finally, it is the opinion of this Grand
Lodge, that if no other reason existed, it would be sufff.
cient to represent to our brethren, that our situation pre-
cludes an unfortunate brother or his family, among us, -
from the due assistance out of the grand charity fund, to
which we have contributed.

‘Fully convinced of their right, and actuated by a de.
sire to encourage the deserving brethren in their labours,
" and repress the irregularities of the unwary, we trust that
our motives and conduct will be duly appreciated by the
most worshipful Grand Lodge of ‘ I am/also

E :




]&i ) :st:rnm mNs OF MABONRY.

. msbucted by this Graad Lodge, to oﬂ'er, through yoﬁ,

reelprocatmn of cortespondence and communications with
your Grand Lodge, and to assure them of the earnest
"wish we have to prove to them our fraternal regard and

- esteems, in which, permit me to add, to yourself and:

. them, that of

Your KFriexp AND BroTHER.

Accordingly grand communications have regularly
been held, at the Mason’s Hall in the town of Lexington,
‘and the business of masonry has been advanced and bene-
fitted thereby. Charters have heen granted for holding

lodges as follows :—

Lexington -Lodge No, 1, Le:mngton, K October 17, 6800.

* Paris Lodge No. 2, Paris, K.  —— —

1 Georgetown Lodge No. 3, Georgetown, K. ——— o 'comee .

Hiram. Lodge No. 4, Frankfort, K. L ———— —

Solomon’s Lodge No. 8, Shelbymlle, LK e e — .

1 Waslnngton Lodge No. 6, Bairdstown, K. February 10, 5804,

Harmony Lodge No. 7, Natchez, M. T. October 16, 5801.

§ Abraham’s Lodge No. 8, Middletown, K. Aprit 6, 5802.

3erusslem'bo_dge No. 9, Henderson, K. September 19, 5804.
Upity Lodge:No. 10, Mtllersburgh,K September 18, 5805.

St. John’s Lodge No. 11,

Philanthropie Lodge No. 12, Davidson Co ’1 en. Sept. 18, 6805,

‘Cincinnati Lodge No. 13, Cincinnati, 0. March 20, 5806.

Mount Vernon Lodge ‘No. 14y’ Georgetown, K. dug. 28,5807,

'® The charter- ofParxs Lodge No: 2, was surrendered on the 14th Oct. 5802,

‘t'The charter of Georgetown.Lodge No. 3, was arrested by the Grand
Lodge on the 21st of March, 5804.

4 The charter of Washington Lodge No. 6, was arrested by the Grand Lodge
on the 7th October, 5806.

‘§ Abraham’s Lodge No. 8, was, by order of the Grand Lodge, removed to
Louisville on the Sth Apnl 5808.
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. CHAPTER III.'

GENERAL LAWS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE GRAND LODGE;
" THE SUBORDINATE LODGES, AND ANCIENT YORK MASONS.

BY-LAWS, &c. -

ARTICLE 1. The grand lodge shall hold a grand
communication once in every year, on the last Wednes-
day in August,

Art. 2. There 'shall not be any grand lodge opened
to work, unless there be present a representatlon of five
snbordinate lodges.

Art. 2. The members of the grand lodge are, the grand

-officers, past grand officers, past masters, officers of subor-
dinate lodges and representatives from said lodges.

Art. 4. Subordinate lodges who cannot send represen-
tatives to the grand lodge are permltted to a.ppomt proxies,
‘who must be master masons, and members of some lodge
under the _]urxsdnctmn of the grand lodge.- .

Art. 5. The appointment of -the representatives and.
proxies must be certified by the secretary of the lodge

making the appointment, and have the seal of smd lodge
A afﬁxed to the certificate.

Arxt. §. The duty of the grand lodge is to receive ap-
peals, redress grievances, and remove all complaints of
the private lodges ; to grant warrants, and authorize new
lodges.to work ; to reprehend mal-conduct in any of its
puvate lodges or members ; to relieve distressed brethren,
their widows or children ; to assess such economical con-

tributions for charity and other exigencies, from time to -

time, as shall appear proper, for the good of the craft; to
correspond with every grand lodge on the terrestrial globe,

that they shall deem right, for the good of the fraternity -

to devise and design plans, problesns and positions for
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the private lodges to execute, and also to choose and
elect by written ballot annually, and duly install all the
grand officers,

" Art. 7. 1t is the duty of every grand officer, in propor-
tion to his superiority, during the vacation of the grand
lodge, to bave special care of the private lodges, direct-
ing all their designs, plane, problems and positions on
‘'which they work, to be executed according to, and with-
in the extent and limit of the ancient Jand marks, usages
and customs of the sublime order of free and accepted
masonry.

" Art. 8. All matters of cantroversy before the grand
1odge, shail be determined by a majority of votes; that
is to say, the grand master or presiding officer, havmg
one vote, (unless in case of an equal division, and then
two;) the deputy grand master one vote ; the grand war-
dens for the time being, collectively, one vote ; the past
grand officers and past masters collectively one vote ; and

- the officers, or their representatives, of each subordmatq

lodge collectively, one vote. 1t is, howevér, understood,
that no brather can vole in a double capacity.

" Art. 9. Every grand officer shall be elected annually,
by a majority of written ballots, taken agreeably to Art;
8, which ballots shall be collected by the senior grand
‘deacon, and shall he by him delivered to the most wor-
shipful grand master for the time being, to count, who
shall order the grand secretary to proclaim the officer

elected. During the time that the grand deacon is col-

lecting the ballots, and until the grand secretary has pro-
claimed the officer ballotted in, every member shall be
. silent and keep his seat. The senior grand deacon shall
not present the ballot-box to any voter until the grand
secretary has called upen him to answer, beginning wilh

the most worshipful grand master, and continuing the
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voters accopdmg to rank and senjarity. lf it mionnd by

the m. w. grand master on counting, that there are more
* Dallots than voters, he shall charge the members to bg
more attentive to their duty, and order a new election ;
and if any member is convicted of putting more ballotsin
the box than he is entitled to, he shall be forever suspe;p
ded from a seat in the grand lodge.

‘Art. 10. Every grand officer shall be cbosen from
among the working members of the several subordinate
lodges; provided he is not thereby raised to a degree
higher than what he may have attained in his said lodgg,

Art. 11. The officers to be elected by the grand lo
are the m. w. grand master, the two grand wardens, the
grand chaplain, the grand orator, the grand treasurer, and
the grand steward. The officers, however, having the
.authority of making - the other appointments, may wavy
that privilege whenever they may think proper. -

Art. 12. The grand officers shall be titled apd unkgd‘
in the following order :—

-4. The most worshipful grand master

2. The right worshlpful deputy grand master

3. The worshipfal senior grand warden.

4. The worshipful junior grand warden.

5. The most reverend grand chaplain,

- 6. 'The grand orator.

7. The grand secretary.

8. The grand treasurer.

9. The senior grand deacon.

10, The junior grand deacon.

11. The grand marshall.

42. The grand steward.

13. The grand sword "bearer,

14. The grand pursuivant,

15. The grand tyler.
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- Art. 13." No elected officer of .the grand lodge, or of
any private Iodge, shall act as such until he is duly In.
stalled.

Art. 14. On the day appointed for the assembly of the
grand lodge, the members shall collect with all possible
punctuality, the lodge shall be opened in the most strict
Masonic order, prayers said, and-the proceedings of the,
last grand communication read ; and immediately after
the several returns are examined, the following commit-
tees shall be appointed, for the several special purposes,
and they shall continue only duriog the session of the
grand lodge. -

1. A committee of threevmembers who shall be depu-
ties from three different subordinate lodges, to examine
the books and vouchers of the grand secretary, grand
treasurer, and stewarde of the grand charity fund ; and

they shall report a statement thereof. They shall also.

ascertain the expenses of the grand communication.

- & A ocommittee of two members shall be appointed to
examine attendant and visiting brethren, observing thaf
nooe csn be admitted under the degree of master mason.

8. A committee of three members  shall be appointed

to hear grievances, and examine into the same, and make -

due report thereof to the grand lodge.

Art. 15. The most worshipful grand master is invested
with the power of convening the grand lodge at any time
when there shall appear to him an emergent occasion.

Art. 16. In case of the death of any grand officer, or in

. case of any brother refusing to serve or install according

to appointment to any grand office, the m. w. grand
master is invested with power'to nominate, appoint, and
jnstal such other brethren to fill all such vacancies of of-
fice, as shall meet his plcasure and discretion.

Art. 17. The m. w. grand master has the command of
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svery other officer, and may call on' any and all of them,
at any time, for advice ahd assistance on any business rela.
- tive to the craft,

Art. 18. The m. w. grand-master is not authonsed to
make or seeond any motion.

Art. 19. The m..w. grand master is mvested with the
“privilege of granting dispensations at his discretion, du--
~ ring the recess of the grand lodge, and the right worship--
ful deputy grand master is invested- with the same privi-
leges in case of the absence of the m. w. grand master.

Art. 20. I case of the death of the m. w.'grand master
during the time for which he is elected and installed to
serve, or in case of his refusal to serve or install according
to-appointment, all the powers and privileges shall de-
volve and.become the:inherent right of the following
brethren according to the grade here mentioned :—1st.
The right worshipful deputy grand master. 2d. The wor-
shipful senior grand warden. 3d. The worshipfal junior
" grand warden. 4th. The past grand officers, according -
to ank and seniority. 5th. The presiding masters of sub-
ordinate lodges according to rank. 6th. The past masters
according to rank and senierity.  ° '

Art. 21. It is the duty of the m. w. grand master to.
install his deputy, but e may deputize whom he pleases.
to install all the other officers, and also any officer of a -
private lodge. -

- Art. 22. It is the duty of the m. w. grand master, in -
officio or pro tem. to- subscribe in presence of the- grand
ladge, a fair and true tmnscrlpt of their proceedings, pro-
vided the proceedings are first read by the grand secreta-
ry, and agreed to by a majority of the brethren assembled ;
and the proceedings subscribed, he is to deliver to the -
grand secretary, with direction to have them truly regis-
tered and filed. . -
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Art. 23. Every subordinate lodge which shall net be
répresented for three successive grand communications, or

who shall be in arrears to the Grand Lodge for two years,

ghall be suspended from all the privileges of the order,
until they shall comply with both those requisitions—and
upon an order from the Grand Lodge to that effect, at a
titne to be specified therein, shall be finally stricken cff the
list of lodges, and have their charter withdrawn; having
due notice of such order, to be communicated to them by
the grand secretary for the time being. .

Art. 24. Every member of the grand lodge, as also

®very member of every subordinate lodge, shall pay due
submission and ebedience to the respective officers.

Art. 25. It is the duty of every free mason to live in
peace, harmony and love, with all mankind; to despise
hatreéd, malice and calumny ; to practise universal charity

~ and benevolence ; to avoid as much as pos51ble, all law
suits, and to submit all differences that may arise between
brethren, except such as may relate to real or personal
property, to be reconciled by the several lodges to which
they belong, or by the grand lodge

Art. 26. Every free mason is enjomed always to avonl ‘

addressmg a brother or a cowan as a free mason, unless
they are in private or in open lodge, utder the penalty of
a severe reprimand.

~ Art. 27. Every set of masons that may hereafter obtain

permission from the grand lodge, to receive a warrant to -

authorise them to congregate and work as a regular lodge

~ of free masons, shall for the same, pay into the Grand

Charity fund, thirty dollars, before the said warrant shall

" be issued, and shall also pay asa fee to the grand secre-

tiry for engrossing and affixing the seal of oﬂice, parch-
ment and recording, six dollars.

Art. 28. Every set of masons that may hereafter obtain
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from the proper officer permission to receive from the
grand secretary a dispensation to congregate and work as
“a warranted lodge of frce masous, not exceeding twelve
‘months, shall pay into the Grand Charity fund for the
same, five dollars, and three dollars to the g. secretary.
Art. 29. Every subordinate lodge shall hereafter be

. accountable for, and are hereby directed to pay to the
grand treasurer on account of the grand lodge, every
‘twelve months, the following assessment :

- 1. Forevery mason they have initiated during tbe pre-
eeding twelve months, one.dollar.

2. For every member of each respective lodge, fifty
cents per anntm.

- Art. 80. The Grand Charity funds shall only be sub-
ject to such applications as the grand lodge and the Grand
- Charity stewards shall direct.

Art. 31. Five brothers, being members of the grand
lodge, one of whom shall be the m. w. grand master, and
the other four duly elected, to be nominated and entitled
.Stewards of the Grand Charity fund, any three of whom
shall be a quorum of responsibility and entitled to act.

Art. 82. It is the duty of the stewards of the Grand
Oharity fund, to superintend and apply all the said funds
of the grand lodge with care and economy, and they are
authorised to draw orders on the grand treasurer for any
sum they may think proper.

Art. 33. It is the duty of the stewards of the Grand
‘Charity fund, to inform every assembly of the Grand
. Lodge, by written report, giving an account of all their
proceedings during the last twelve months, and solicit
the advice of the Grand Lodge in cases that may appear
-any way doubtful or intricate.

Art. 34. Itis the duty of the most reverend grand
chaplain to say praycrs to the F(‘:ongregatmn at the open-
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éug and cloding of every Grand Lodge. Also, to pre.
pare and preach suitable oocasional sermens, as may be
ditected liy the most worehipful grand master.

Art 8. It is the daly of the grand secretary to keep
a fair, true and regular topy, registered in proper books
4or that parpose, of all the preceedings of the Grand
diodge. He shaill not register any preceedings that are
ot duly ratified and sigoed in open lodge, by the most
worshipful grand master; and the transcript so ratified
and signed, shall be by tke grand gecretary filed as an o-
riginal voucher for his record.

iArt. 836. No warrant, certificate, or amy ether instru-
ment of writing whatever, shall be of any validity, if is-
. shed by the grand secretary unless-it be atiested by his
wignature, and has the seal of the Grand Lodge afixed
thereto.

Art. 87. AN the beoks, records, papers, seal, &c. kept
by the grand secretary, shall be the property of the Grand
Jatdge, and to-them er their committee dehvered up whea-
ever called for.

Ant. 88. The grand hectetary shall attead personally,
‘or by his agent, who shall be a member of the Grand
dodge, with all his books and papers of office, on every
assembly of the Graad Lsodge, under the penelty of twen-
1y dollars.

Art. 89. The grand secretuy shall prooure. all (uhe
‘bookas and stationery for the grand lodge on the most
Teasinable terms, and draw on the grand treasurer for the
-apsount thereof, whe is herehy authorised (o pey the
-axme. He sball be entitled to the following #es, as a
-oompensation for his services :

1. He shall be paid by the Grand Liedge ten conts for
overy hundred words which he actudlly and necessarily
writes: for their %o and by their duechon. T
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" 8. He shall bo paid by the pariies smploying bhiay
for cepying frem the records, files and procendiogs of thy
Grand Lodge, or any instramend of writing whataver,
(except s is befora provided for,) ten cents for every,
bondred words ;—he finding for this purpose bis gwn
stationery.

3. He shall be paid by the parties emplnymg him, obe
dellar for affixing his seal of office, to any instrument of
~ writing whatever, except it be a warrant or dispensation,
which is before provided for.

Art. 40. The grand secretary shall not be- entitled to
any fee for affixing his seal of office to any instrument of
writing ordered for the use of the Grand Lodge ; such as
particular summouses, copies of proceedings sent to for-
eign Grand Lodges, &c.

Art. 44. The graud treasurer shall aocountta thOM
lodge for all monies received by himy,—nor shall he pay
any meney withent the order of the most wurshipful grand
master, or of the grand charity stewards, axcept as befoge
provided.

Art. 42, He shall on the first day of each grand com
munication lay a statement of h;s accounts before . thg
grand lodge, ,
~ Art: 43. The grand swremy shail nlmys hﬂ% his
books completed, so far as he is in possession of dgcu.
ments for the same, to proguce to every grand comunica-

tiop, under the penalty of twenty dollars. . '
Art. 44. Any grand officer withdrawing himself, dul'mal
his appointment as a grand officer, from the private lodge .
to which he belonged at the time of his election, ghall i’q
that case vacate his seat in the grand ladge. A
Art. 45. No subordinate lodge shall confer the degeee
of past master, unless on those who have heen regularly
dlected to fill the.chair, or as preparatory to mrmhei‘
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degree. And no past master who shall have received
that degree for the latter purpose, shall be eatitled, on that
account, to a seat in the grand lodge ; ner shall they be
relurned as such in the communications to the grand ledge.

Art. 46. No by-law shall be altered or done away,

or any new one adopted, until the proposed alteration,

amendment, nullification or addition, as the case may be,
shall have been handed in, in open lodge, and seconded;
and remained one whole vacation.
( Signed by arder of the Grand Convention.)
" THOMAS TUNSTALL, Preg’r.
Attest,
DANIEL BEADFORD, Cyegx.

CONCERNING A LODGE AND ITS GOVERNMENT.

A lodge is a place in wich masons meet to work. The
a’ssembly or organized body of masons is also called a
lodge, just as the word church is expresslve both of the
congregation of people, and of the place in which they
meet to worship.

The quelities of those who are to be admitted as mems
bers of a lodge, have been fully mentioned ; and it is only
necessary to repeat here in general, that they are to be
¢ men of good report, free-born, of mature age,* hale and
sound, not deformed or dismembered at the time of thel'r
making, and no woman or eanuch.”

. ® Whereas a petition was presented to the Solomon’s Lodge No, 5, by John
Pope, esq. ( who had the misfortune to lose his right arm) praying to be ad-
mitted a member of that lodge.
And wheress a vote of said lodge was taken, which was unanimous for hig
ission, upon condition that it would meet the approbation of the Grand
dge. The question was now laid before the committee, and the subject
‘fully discussed ; whereupon it is
_ Resolved, That the decision of the Solomon’s Lodge, in favor of the admis-
.sion of Mr. Pope, is proper ; and that he may be initiated in said lodge ; as it
appears to this committee, that the deformity of the candidate is not such as
¢o prevent him from being instrycted in the prts-and mysterics of Free Magh*
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-A lodge ought to assemble for work at Teast once in
each calendar month, and myst consist of one master, two
wardens, senior and junior, one secretary, one treasurer,
and as many members as the master and a majority of-
the lodge, shall from time to time think proper ; although:
more than forty or fifty (when they can attend regularly,
as the wholesome rules of the craft require) are general-
ly found inconvenient for working to advantage; and

therefore, when a lodge comes to be thus numerous, some’

of the ablest master workmen, and others under their di-
rection, will obtain leave to separate and apply to the
Grand Lodge for a warrant to work by themselves, in or-
der to the further advancement of the craft, as the laws
hereafter to be delivered, will more particularly shew.
But such. warrant cannot be, granted toany number of ma-
sons, nor can a new lodge be formed, unless there be a-
mong them three master masons, to be nominated and in-

stalled officers for governing and mstructmg the brethren
of such lodge, and promoting them in dye time according

© to their merit.

In order that due decorum may be observed, while the
lodge is engaged in what is serious and solemn, and for
the better preservation of secrecy and good harmony, 2

1y, and that his being initiated will not be an infringement upon the land marks,
but will be perfectly consistesit with the spirit of our institution.—See pro-
ceedings of thg Grand Lodge of Kentucky, 15th Qctober, 5801.

Whereas a question was made by Hiram Lodge, No. 4, to the Grand Lodge
of Kentucky, at their last grand communication, relative to the necessary
qualifications of a candidate for initiaion ; more particularly what attention
should be paid to the age of the applicant—And whereas the answer and re-
commendation of the grand lodge is not calculated to relieve the mipds of
some brothers—therefore,

Regwlved, As the opinion of this committee, that strict attention should be
paid to the age at which, by the civil laws of the country in'which the lodge is
constituted, the candidate is declared of lawful age, and free to act far himself’;
which in Kentucky, is 21 years.—Sec frogeegings af the Grand Lodge ?f Ken-
igckd, 19¢% Segtember, 5804.
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‘Brother well skilled in the master’s part, shall bcappo'ih
ted and paid for tyling the lodge duor, during the tme of
-communication.

Every lodge shall keep a book containing their by.
Yaws, the names of their members, with a list of all the
lodges under the same Grand Ledge, and united in gen-
eral communication, with the usual times and places of -
meeting in such lodges, and such other necessary parts
of their transactions, as are proper to be written.

No lodge shall make more than five new brethren at
one time, unless by dispensation from the grand master,
or deputy in his absence ; nor shal) any persen be made,.
-pr admitted a member of a lodge, without being proposed
one month before, that due notice may be given to all the
members, to make the necessary enquiries into the candi-
date’s character and connexions, and that there may be-
such unanimity in the election and admission of mem-
bers, as the by-laws require ; because unanimity is essen.
#ial to the being of every lodge : and, therefore, no mem-
ber can be imposed on any lodge, by any power whatev.
er, without their consent ;' nor would it be proper to ad-.
mit any brother to work among them, who has openly
violated the sacred principles of masonry, until undouht-
ed proof of his reformation has been given; least the
harmony of the lodge might be thereby distarbed, and
net then, till a certificate is produced of his having paid
all arrearages to that lodge, of which he was last a mem-
ber: for should any lodge admit a brother, whe is in
arrears to another lodge, the lodge where he is admitted, .
make the debt their own.

As every lodge has a right to keep itself an entire body,
they ought never;to interfere in the business of another
Todge. Therefore it would be highly improper in amy
Tbdge, to_ confer a degree on the brother; who is not of
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their Iwusehold for every lodge ought to be competent '
to their own bumness, and are indubitably the best judg- -
es of the qualifications of their own members : and it does
not follow as of course, that a brother admitted among
the household as an apprentice, to learn the royal art, is
eapable of taking charge of that household, however skill-

-ed be may be ia his apprenticeship; for there are many

very necessary qualificatiens essential in those, who are
promoted to the higher erders.

‘As the officers of every lodge are the proper represen- .
tatives of their own lodge in Grand Lodge, still for the
sake of equal representation, the officers are allowed de-
puties, when unable to attend themselves ; which deputios
must be appointed by the majority ef every particular
bedge when duly congregated, and their appointment
sball be attested by the secretary, with the seal of their
lodge. And every lodge bas the privilege of instructing
their master and wardens, or their deputies, for theircon-
duet in the grand lodge, and quarterly communications.

. Hvery brother eught to be a member of some lodge, nor
is it proper that any number of brethren should withdraw
or separate themselves from the lodge in which they were-

. amade, or were afterwards admitted members, without &

_ eufficient cause; although the right is an inkerent one, and

can aever be restrained by any power whatever; still such
separation would be impropec, unless the lodge becomes
too nemerous for working; in which case, a sufficient
ntmber may withdraw with the approbatien of their

- lodge, in order to form a new one.

‘While the lodge is apen for work, masons must hold
noPavate couversation or committees, without leave from
the anaster ; ner talk of any thing foreign or impertinent
4p the weork in hand 5 nor interrupt the master or wardens,
or -any ‘other brother addressing himself to the chair 3

P
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nor act ludicrously while the lodge is engaged in whatis
gerious and solemn ; but every brother shall pay due rev.
erence to the master, the wardens, and all his felluws,
and put them to worship.

Every brother found guilty of ‘a fault, shall stand to
the award of the lodge, unless he appeals to the Grand
Lodge ; but if the Lord’s work be hindered in the mean
while, a particular reference may be made.

No private piques, or quarrels about nations, families,
religions, or politics, must be breught within the doors of
the lodge, as being directly contrary to the rules already
laid down—Masons being declared of the oldest religion,
universally acknowledged as such, and of all nations
bound to live upon the square, level and plumb with
each other, following the steps of their predecessors, in
cultivating the peace and harmony of the lodge, without
distinction of sect jor political party. '

‘When the lodge is closed, 'and the labours of the day
finished, the brethren before they depart home to their
rest, may enjoy themselves with innocent mirth, enliven-

ed and exalted with their own peculiar songs, and sub.
lime pieces of music, treating one another according to
ability, but avoiding all excess and compulsion. both in
eating and drinking ; considering each other in the hours
Both of laboar and festivity, as always free. And, there-
fore, no brother is to be hindered from going home when
he pleases ; for although after lodge hours, masons are’

-as other men, yet if they should fall into excess, the

blame, though unjustly, may be cast upon the fraternity,
by the ignorant or envious world.

Before those who are not Masons, you must be cautious
in your words, carriage and motions ; so that the most
penetrating stranger shall not be able to discover what is
not proper to be intimated. The impertinent and ensnar-
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ing quesiioas, or ignorant and 1dle discourse, of these who
seek to pry into the secrete and mysteries eommitted to
you, must be prudently answered and managed, er the
discourse wisely diverted to another subject, as your dis-
cretion and duty shall direct.

Masons ought te be meral men, .and fully qualified as
is required in the foregoing sections. Consequently they
should be geod husbands, good parents, good sons aod
good neighbeurs ; not staying too long from home, aveid-
ing all excess injurious to themselves or families; and
wise as to all affairs, both of their own househeld and of
the ledge, for certain reasons known to themselves.

You are cautiously to examine a stranger er foreiga
brother, as prudence and the rules of the craft direct, that
you may not be imposed upon by a pretender ; and if yon
discover any one to be such, you are to reject him with
scorn and shame, taking care to give him no hints ; but
suclras are found to be true and faithful, you are to res
pect as brothers, according to what is directed abeve ; re-
lieving them if in want, to your utmest power; or direct-
ing them how to find relief, and employing them if yon
can, or else recommending them te employment. '

Free and accepted masons baye ever been charged {o
avoid all manner of slandering and backbiting of true and
faithful bretbren, with all malice and unjust resentmen,
or talking disresectfully of a brother’s person or per-
formance. Nor ought they to suffer any others to spend
unjust reproaches or calumnies against a brether behind
his back, nor to injure bim i his fortune, eccupation er
character ; but they ought te defend such brother, and
give him notice of any danger or ipjury wherewith he
may be threatened, to enable him tp escape the same, as
far as is consistent with honear, prudence, and the safety
of morality and the state, but G::o further.
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Tf a brother do you injury, or-if you have any differ-
ence with him about any worldly or -temporal business or
interest, apply first to your own or his lodge, to have the'
matter in dispute adjusted by the brethren. And if either
party be not satisfied with the determination of the lodge,
an appeal may be carried to the grand lodge; and you
are never to enter into a law suit, till the matter cannot
be deceided as above. And if it be'a matter that wholly
concerns masonry, law suits are {o be entirely avoided,
and the good advice of prudent brethren is to be followed,
as they are the best referees of such differences.

. But where references are either impracticable or unsac.
cessful, and courts of law or equity must at least dcide,
you must still follow the general rules of masonry alrea-
dy laid down, avoiding all wrath, malice, rancour and
personal ill-will, in carrying on the suit with a brother ;
neither saying nor doing any thing to hinder the continu-
ance or renewal of that brotherly love and friendship,
which are the glory and cement of this ancient fraternity..

Thus shall we shew to all the world the benign influ-
ince of masonry, as wise true and faithful brethren, be-
fore us, have done from the beginning of time ; and as all
who shall follow us, and would be thought worthy of
that name, will do, till architecture shall be dissolved,
with the great fabric of the world, in the last general con-
flagration !

No brother can be master of a lodge till e has first ser-
ved the office of warden somewhere ; unless in extraor-
"dinary cases, or when a new lodge is to be formed, and
no past or former warden is to be found among the mem-
bers. Tn such cases, three master masons, although they
'have served in no former offices, (if they be well learned)
may be constituted master and wardens of such new lodge,
or any old lodge in the like emergency.
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The master’ of -every lodge shall be chosen by ballot
on each St. John’s day ; and the present wardens (where
they regularly are) shall be put up among the number of
candidates for the chair, but shall then withdraw, while -
‘every free member {viz. all who have paid up their dues,
or have been excused payment according to law) gives
his vote in favor of him whom he deems most worthy.
Each free member hath one vote, and the master two
votes, where the number of votes happens to be equal,
etherwise he has but one vote.

When the ballot is closed, and before it be examined,
the former master shall order the candidates to be brought
back before him, and to take their seats again as wardens.
He shald then carefully examine the poll and audibly.de-
clare bim that hath the majority of votes duly elected.

The master-elect shall then nominate one for the senior
warden’s chair, and the present master and brethren shall
nominate one in opposition; both of ‘whom shall with-
draw till the ballot is closed as aforesaid, after which they
shall be called before the master, and the poll shall be
examined and declared by him as above directed ; in like
" manuer shall the lodge proceed in the choice of all the
inferior officers; great care being taken that none be put
in nomination for favour or affection, birth or.fortune, ex-
clusive of the consideration of real merit and ability, to
fill his office for the honor and advancement of masonry.

The master of a particular lodge has the right and au-
thority of calling his lodge at pleasure, or upon the appli-
cation of any of the brethren, and upon any emergency
-and occarrence, which in his judgment may require their
meeting; and he is to fill the chair when present. Itis
likewise his duty, together with his wardens, to attend
the Grand Lodge, at their communications, and also the
Steward’s Lodge, and such occasional or special grand
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comunications me the good of the craft may require,
'when duly summened by the grand secretary, and within
much reasonable distance of the place of holding the Grand
Lodge, as the laws of the same may have ascertained on
that head. When in the Grand or Steward’s Lodge, and
st general as well as special communications, the master
and wardens, or either of them, have full power and au-

thority te represent their lodge, and {o transact all matters

relative thereto, as well and as truly as if the whele body
were there present.

The master has the right of appointing some brother
{who is mest commonly the secretary of the lodge) to
keep the book of by-laws, and other laws given to the
lodge by the proper authority ; and in this book €ball also
be kept the names of all the members of the lodge, and a
list of all the lodges within the said grand communication,
with the usual times and places of their meeting.

"T'he master bas also the particular right of preventing
the removal of his lodge from one heuse to another: and
whereas several disputes have arisen on this head, and it
kath been made a question in whom the power of remo-
ving a lodge to any new place is invested, when the old
place of meeting appears to be inconvenient, the follow-
. ing rule for this purpose hath been finally agreed upon
and settled by lawful autherity, viz:

¢ That no ledge be removed without the master’s know-
ledge, nor any metion made for that purpose in the lodge

when be is absent. But if the master be present, and a -

motion be made for moving the lodge to some other more
convenient place (within the district assigned in the war-
rant of such lodge) and if the said motion be seconded
~and thirded, the master shall order summonses to every
individual member of the lodge, specifying the husiness,
and appointing a day fer hearing and determining the af-

fair, at least ten days before, and the determination shall
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be mads by the majority. But if the master is not of the
majority, the lodge shall not be removed, unless full two,
tl;,irdsl of the members present have voted for such re.
moval.

¢ Bat if the master refuse to direct such summons to be
issued, (upon a motion duly made as aforesaid) then ei-
ther of the wardens may direct the same ; and if the mas-
ter neglects to attend on the day fixed, the warden may
preside in determining the affair in the manner above
prescribed. But the lodge sball not in the master’s ab-
sence, (on such special call) enter upon any other cause
or business, but what is particularly mentioned in the

- said summons.

¢«If the lodge is thus regularly ordered to be removed,
the master or warden shall send notice to the grand sec-
reta.ry, that such removal may be notified and dul enter-
ed in the Grand Lodge books dt the next Grand Lodge.”

None but master masons can be wardens of a lodge.
The manner of their clection, and several of their duties
being connected with the election and duties of the mas-
ter, have been mentioned.

The senior warden succeeds to all the duties of the mas-
ter, and fills the chair when he is absent. Or if the mas-
ter goes abroad on business, resigns, demits, or is depos-
ed, the senior warden shall forthwith fill his place till
the next stated time of election. And although it was
formerly held, that in such cases the master’s authority
ought to revert to the last past master who is present, yet
it is now the settled rule that the authority devolves upon
the senior warden, and in his absence devolves upon the
junior warden, even although aformer master be present.
But the wardens will generally wave this privilege in
honor of any past master that may be present, and will
call on him to take the chair, upon the presumption of his
experience and skill in conducting the business of the

lodge. Nevertheless such past master still derives his
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authority under the senior warden, and camuot.act tilihe
congregates the lodge. If none of the officers be present,
nor any former master to take the chair, the mem-
bers according to seniority and merit, shall fill the places
of the absent officers.

e ——— ]

CHAPTER 1V.

OF THE MANNER OP. CONSTITUTING A LODGE OF MASTER MA-
SONS, WITH REMARKS ON THE FIFTH, OR PAST MASTER’S

DEGREE. -

A COMPETENT number of master masons, desirous
of forming a new lodge, must apply, by petition, to the
grand lodge of the state in which they reside, setting forth,
¢ that they are free and accepted master masons; that
they are at present, or have been, members of regular
lodges ; that having the prosperity of the fraternity at
heart, they are willing to exert their best endeavours to
promote and diffuse the genuine principles of masonry ;
that, for the conveniency of their respective dwellings,
and for other good reasons, they are desirous of forming a
new lodge, in the of » to be named 3
that, in consequence of this desire, they pray for letters
of dispeusation, or a warrant of constitution, to empower
them to assemble, as a legal lodge, to discharge the du-
ties of masonry, in a regular and constitutional mauner,
according to the original forms of the order, and the regu-
lations of the grand lodge, T'hat they have nominated
and do recommend A. B. to be the first master; C. D. to
be the first senior warden, and E. F. to be the first junior
‘warden, of the said lodge ; that, if the prayer of the peti-
tion should be granted, they promise a strict conformity to
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all the constitational laws:and regulatmns of the Grand
. Lodge 9

.This petition, bemg signed by a competent’ number of
regalar masons, and recommended by a lodge or lodges
adjacent to the place where the new lodge is to be hol.
den, is delivered to the grand secretary, who lays it be-
fore the grand lodge.

If the petition meets the approbation of the gmnd lodge, -
they generally order a dispensation -to be issued, which
is signed by the grand or deputy grand master, and au-
thorizes the petitioners to assemble as a legal lodge, for
a certain specified term of time.

Lodges working under dispensations are considered
merely as agents of the grand lodge ; their prsiding offi-
cers are not entitled to the rank of past masters ; their of.
ficers are not privileged with a vote or voice in the grand
"lodge ; they cannot change their officers without the spe-

cial approbation and appointment of the grand lodge ; and
in case of cessation of such lodges, their funds, jewels, and
other property accumulated by initiations, into the sever-
-al degrees, become the property of the grand lodge, and
must be_delivered over to the grand treasurer.

When lodges that are at first instituted by dispensa-
tion, have passed a proper term of probation, they make
application to the grand lodge for a charter of constitution.
If this be obtained, they are then confirmed in the pos-
session of their property, and possess all the rights and
privileges of regularly constituted lodges, as long as they
sonform to the constitutions of masonry.

After a charter is granted by the grand lodge, the grand
~ master appoints a day and hour for coustituting and con-
secrating the new lodge, and for installing its master,
wardens, and other officers,

If the grand master, in person, attends the ceremony,

—
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the lodge is eaid to be constituted in ample forin ; if the
deputy grand master ounly, it is said to be constituted in
due form ; but if the power of performing the ceremony
is vesied in a subordinate lodge, it is said to be constita-
ted in form. :

- 'When charters of constitution are granted for places
where the distance is so great as to render # incenvenient’
for the grand officers to attend ; the grand master, or his
deputy, issues a written instrument under his hand and
private seal, to seme worthy present er past master, with
fall power to constitute and instal the petitioners.

" CEREMONY OF INSTALLATION.

The grand master® asks his deputy, ¢ whether he has
examined the master nominated in the warrant, and finds
him well skilted in the noble science and the royal art ?”
'The deputy, answering in the affirmative, by the grand
master’s order takes the candidate from among bis fel-
lows, and presents him at the pedestal; saying, ¢ most’
worshipful grand master, T present my worthy broth-
er A. B. to be installed master of this new lodge. I find
him to be of good morals, and of great skill, true and trus-
ty: and as he is a lover of the whole fraternity, where-
soever dispersed over the face of the earth, I doubt not
that he will discharge his duty with fidelity.”

The grand master then addresses him :

¢ BroTHER—Previous to your investiture, it is neces-
sary that yon should siguify your assent to those ancient

eharges and regulations which point out the duty ofa
master of a lodge.”

*In this, and other similar instances, where the grand master is specified
in acting, may be understood any master who performs the ceremony.

T A private examination is tnderstood to preccde the installation of every
officer.

>
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"T'he grand master then reads, or orders. to be read,
@ sammary of the ancient charges, to the master elect, as

follows, viz :— ‘ .

4. You agree to bé a good man and true, aad strictly
to obey the nioral law. B . (

% 2. You agree to be a peaceable citizen, and cheerfully
fo conform to the laws of the country in which you reside.

¢ 3. You promise not to be concerned in plots and con-
spiracies against government, but patiently to submit to
the decisions of the supreme legislature.

- %4, You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil ma.
_ gistrate, to work diligently, live creditably, and act hon-
ourably by all men. ' ,
%5, You agree to hold in veneration the original rulers
and patrons of the order of masonry, and their regular
- successors, supreme and subordinate, according te-their
stations ; and submit to the awards and resolutions of your
brethren when convened, in every case consistent. with the
. eonstitutions of the order.

¢ 6. You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels,
and to guard against intemperance and excess.

7. You agree to be cautious in your carriage and beha-
viour, courteous to your brethren, and faithful to your
lodge.. :

“g& You promise  to respect genuine brethren, and to
discountenance impostors, and all dissenters from the ori-
ginal plan of masonry.

9. You agree to promote the general good of society,
. -to cultivate the social virtues, and to propagate the know-
“ledge of the art. : ,

:10. You promise to pay homage to the grand master
for the time being, and to his officers whean duly installed ;
and strictly to conform to every edict of the grand lodge,
or general assembly of masons, that is not subversive of
the principles and ground. work of masonry.

- %44, You admit that it is not in the power of any man,

" or body of men, to.make innovations in the body of ma-
sonry. S

¢ 412. You promise a re%ular’attendance,on the com-
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miitebs and communieations of the grand lodge, on receir-
jbg proper notice; and to pay attention to all the dulies
of masonry, on convenient occasions.
»  «43, You admitthat nonew lodge shall be formed with.
out permission of the grand lodge ; and that no conntenance
given to any irregular lodge, or to any person clandes-
tinely initinted therein, being contrary to the ancient char-
gos of the order.
% 44 You admit that no person can be regularly made
A mason in, or admitted a member of, any regular lodge,
witheut previous notice, and due inquiry into his char-

&wr.
«15. You agree that no visiters shall be received into

your lodge witheut due ex:mination, or being properly

vouehed for.” : :
These are the regulations of free and accepted masons,
‘The grand wmaster then addresses the master elect in

the following manner : ¢ Do you submit to these charges,

and promise to support these regulations, as masters have

done in all ages before you?” The new master having

siguified bis cordial submission as before, the grand mas-
ter thus addresses him : o

¢ Brother A. B. in consequence of your cheerful con-
formity to the charges and regulations of the order, you
are now to be installed master of this new lodge, in full
confidence of your care, skill and capacity to govern the
sdme.” _

The new master is then regularly invested with the iu-
signia of his office, and the furniture and implements of
his lodge. ’ :

The various implements of the profession are emblem-
atical of our conduct in life, and_upon this occasion care-
fally enumerated. 4

“4'The Holy Wiitings, that great light in masonry,
will guide you to all truth; it will direct your paths o
the temple of happiness, and point out to you the wheole

v duty of man. . ' o R :
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% 'The Square teaches to regulate onr’ actions by rulp
- And line, and to barmonize our condyct by the principles
of morality aud virtue,

“The Compass teaches to limit our desires in eve?
station, that, rising to eminence by merit, we iay live re
pected, and die regretted.

“ The itule directs, that we should puuctually observe
our duty; press forward in the path o?vnrtua, and, nei-
- therinclining to the right nor to the left, in all our actions,
have eternity in view,

¢'The Line teaches the criterion of moral rectitude, tp
avoid dissimulation in conversation and action, and to dj-
rect our steps to the path which leads to immortality.

“The Book of Canstitutions, you are to search at all
times. Caase it to be read in your lodge ; that none may
pretend ignorance of the excellent p gte it enjoing.

“ Lastlv, you receive in charge the Laws of your
lodge, which you are to see camﬂully and punctually
executed.”

The jewels of the officers of the new lodge being theix
returned to the master, he delivers them, respectively, to

“the several officers: of the grand lodge accordmg to thell'

k. :
T'he subordinate officers of the new lodge are then in.
vested with their jewels, by the grand officeds of corres-
ponding rank ; and are by them, severally in turn, con-

ducted to the grund master, who delivers each of them &

«hort charge, as'follows, viz :—
THE SENIOR WARDEN.
¢ Brother C. 7). you are appointed Senior Warden of
this iew lodge, and are now invested with the ensign of

your office.

© &'The Level demonstrates that we are descended from
the same stock, partake of the same nature, and share the

same hope ; and though distinctions ameng men are neces-

sary to preserve subordinaiion, yet no emigence of station

should make as forget that we arc brethren.; fo,r he who
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is placed on the lowest spoke of fortune’s wheel, may be
-entitled to our regard ; because a time will come, and the
wisest knows not how soon, when all distinctions, but that -
of goodness, shall cease; and death, the grand le