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PRETFACE
BY THE

ITALIAN AUTHOR.

‘A LIFE which, during a period of fortys
feven years, has been continually enve.

loped in myftery and enigmas; which, confis
dered by fome as a model of heroifm,; teligion,
and morality, and regarded by others as a tiffue
of bafenefs, impofture, and impiety, has- hi-

therto kept the judgment of a large portion -of -

Europe in fufpenfe : this ‘life” however:is ac
length become the fubje@of ' ferious and ufe.
ful meditation, fince the charaer of Caglioftro
is"'no longer equivocal. - The finner, While
perufing thefe fheets, will now fee and acknow:
ledge his error; the good ¢atholic will perceive
the neceflity of being conftantly on his ‘guard
againft the fnares of hell; the fcholar will
learn how deceitful that knowledge it which
has not ‘religion for its.bafis ;. the ignorant witl

: A2 7 be
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be taught to be humble; and the whole world

"~ will have occafion to admire the doublc tri-

umph of truth apd faith.

Jofeph Balfamo, fo celebrated under the pre-
tended title of Count Alexander Caglioftro,
has undoubtedly been a wery famous impoftor.
We are naturally inclined to defpife and to
ridicule thofe patt ages, in which fuch men

- have been credited; applauded, ‘and treated

-as fomething fuperior to humanity. We are
in the right undoubtedly fo to do. But when it
ig recolle@od that:this adveaturer: flourithed in
the cightesnth centusy—ducing 3 period which
afrogates. to. itfel-the: title: of . an; enlightened
and- philofephic agr, infinitely fuparion to peas
padices—the fanavi¢al. adminers. of the: pmefent

times.aught to ke covc;«ed with.a faiumy €on.
fuligp;l--c; -0 s bl e :
. Sems will, no doub;t, onqu,‘haw an .tma-

- P.Oﬁof could; agqpjre. for. much -aelebity, and

teceive {0 PUGH, CONDISNRNCEy. IMNNG, . DAKIIDS
enlightencd, by.the fcienges:: and Jfroro indivir
duals not deltitpeg.of abilisies. - Lt is;ierehigion
thas hag , been; bisinpadudior,, that has. fap.
posted,, and. thasnhaﬁ,asqmted fon hun.dd his
triwmghs, . -3 L 5o o o

i WWhest we, 'conﬁsicx dm.amhmm ofwﬁhc ha&&
lcacnﬁdnmhﬁbmne& ofv& nmnba'*oﬁ ftates. in
- SR Europe,
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Europe, to divine Whed'the cye of nian never
faw; she eat of man-never heard, nor the hesrr

of man was ever able:to comprehend—nec ocx-

Wus vidit, nac ayxss. audivit, mec in car bominis
afiendis—when we find -them in the height of /
their blafphemies. exclaiming there is no God—

mn eft ‘Days—we peed ot be afraid to affirtn -
that the ignorancg of the ancients was Jefs
pernicious than the knowledge of the moderns.

- En fhoret, whewhas Europe been fo inundated
and everwhelmed. with fanaticifm,. a8 in.our .
3ge 2 Who has nat heard of the devils.of Lau-
dua? of hobgablins; fylphs, convulfionaries,
magnetifts, and cabalifts? What is the obje&
of the free mafons, and thofe phrenetic focieties
called the Illuminated, with their plots, their’
fecrets, their invocations, and their ridiculous
Tites ?

Itis a juft obfervation, that impoftors ac-
quire credit and renown only in thofe countries
where there is but little religion, and much
philofophy. Rome is net a capital in which
fuch men can hope to fucceed, becaufe error will
not be permitted to fpread forth its branches in
* the centre of the true faith. The life of Count
Caglioftro is a luminous proof of the jultice of
our obfervation ; and this is the reafon why we
have thought it our duty to compofe this

6 - work,
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work, faithfully extralted from authentic re-
cords depofited with us—records that the cen-
fures of the critic cannot reach.
The authority of the Sovereign Pontiff has
on this occafion been employed in difpenfing
with the law that, with as much juftice as pru-

.dence, enjoins inviolable fecrecy refpeting all

the procedures of the Holy Inquifition.
. We beg leave to conclude with obferv-

. ing, that we would much rather have pre-

ferred cternal filence on this fubjet, than now
report a fingle circumftance as-a fad, the
exiftence of which was not founded on moral

© certainty. ’ T Manlle

Conpasiie SM
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ADVERTISEMENT
!ﬁr THE
ENGLISH TRANSLATOR,

AGLIOSTRO, after committing 2
multitude of rogueries in various
kingdoms, and efcaping from the hand of
juftice in almoft every capital in Europe,
has at length, by an uncommon fatality,
been arrefted in his career, and condemn-
ed to death jn the only metropolis, per-
haps, in which he could not have been
convi@ed of a breach of the moral obli-
gations that conne& man with fociety.
Whatever motive may have influenced
- the court of Rome, it will be a lafting
reproach on the reign of Pius VL. to have
detained, tried, and infli¢ted the punifh-
ment of perpetual jmprifonment on a
man, againft whom he could only prove
‘the crime—of being a free mafon !
As
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. As the Apoftolic Chamber, in its own
Jufﬁﬁc.tan, has publifhed the life -and
trial of this extraordinary man, the Tranf-
lator, thinking that it may prove an ob-
je€t of rational curiofity to the Englith
reader, now prefents it for his infpection
and perufal.

e en -




COUNT CAGLIOSTRO.

. NS

CHAPTER L

OSEP H Balfamo, the fon of Peter Balfa-
mo and Felicia Braconieri, both of them of
mean extralion, was born at * Palermo, on the

cighth

~ * In a memoir publithed by the Count whilein England,
he pretended that he could not fpeak pofitively as to the
place of his nativity, nor in regard to the parents from whom
“he derived his birth. This circumftance gave an ample
fcope to the imagination of his followers; fome of whom
pretended that he was the [offspring of the grand mafter
of Malta, by a Tﬂl‘klﬁl Lady, taken captive by a galley be-
B longing
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2 THE LIFE OF

eighth of June 1743. . His father, who had
been a merchant, happening to die during his.

.infancy, his maternal uncles took him under

Ehcir protection, and endeavoured to inftru&
him in the principles of religion, and give him
an education fuitable to his years. Butfrom his
carlieft infancy he fhewed himfelf fo averfe to
a virtuous courfe of life, that he fled more than
once from the feminary of St, Roch at Pa-
lermo, where he had been placcd for his in-
ftruction. : *

At the age of thirteen he was entrufted to
the care of the father-general of the Good- Brother-
hood®, who carried him to the convent of that

. order at Cartagirone. There he put on the ha-
_bit of a novice ; and, being plated under the

tuition of the apothecary, he learned from him
Ionging to that ifland ; while others, with equal probability,
affirmed that he was the only furviving fon of that prince
who aboyt thirty-five years ago fwayed the precarious
feeptre of Trebifond, To infufe into this ftory a greater
portion of the marwellous, it was added, that a revolution
taking place, in confequence of which the reigning fovereign
was facrificed to the fury of his feditious fubjets, his ins
fant fon, the Count Caglioftro, was conveyed by a trulty
friend to Medma, where the Muffulman Sherif had the
unprejudiced generofity to educate him in the faith of his
Chriftian parents. T.

, ® Benfratelli, -
. - (according

_ B o P
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¢actording fo his own confeflion) the firft prm- :
ciples of chemiftry and medicine,

He did net continue long in thfs afylum:
during his ftay; however, he exhibited fo many
new {fymptoms of,a vicious charaéter, that the
religious were often under the neceflity of ¢chaf-
tifing him. It is recorded among other things;
that, being employed to read during meals, as’

" is euftomary in all holy.communities, he would

Rever repeat what appeared in the book; but,on
the contrary, fpoke whatever occirred to his own
i’maginatiou: nay, he has even confefled that;
in reading the Martyrology; he ufed to fubfti~
tute the names of the moft famous courtezans
of the time, inftead of thofe of the faints.

In fine, to get rid of the mortifications and
the penance. infliéted upon him, on aceount of
his faults, he abandoned his convent, and re<
turned to Palerme. :

1t was about this period that he cultwatcd &
tatte for drawing : but this neither occafioned
a change in his morals, or his condu®. The
exceffes to which he abandoned himfelf were
almoft of every kind and defcription. Deliver-

- ing himfelf entirely up to his paffion for fencs

ing, and to the company of the moft diffolute
young men’ of the neighbourhood, there was
no quarrel in which hedid not take a part: but .
o Bz above



2 ‘FHE LIFE OF
above all things he took a particular pleafure
in refiting the officers of juftice, and in deliver-

- ing from their hands the prifoners whom they -

had arrefted. He .was alfo accufed of having
forged tickets of admiffion into the theatre;
and he ftole from one of his uacles with whom
he lived, a confiderable quantity of money,
and -feveral valuable effes. Having encou-
~raged an’ amérous intercourfe between an ac-
quaintance and one of his female coufins, he car-
ried billet-doux from one to the other ; and, pro-
fiting by this opportunity, made the doverbelieve
that the young lady fometimes requefted mo-
ney; and fometimes a watch of-a trinket : thefe
prefents were acéordingly confided to his carey
and clandeftinely appropriated to lis own ufe.
Such was his addrefs, that he infinuated himi-

felf into the good gracesof a relation who was .

a notary, and attually found means to falfify a
teffament in favour of a certain Marquis Mau-
~ rigi, by which means great injury accrued to a’
pious eftablithment.” This piece of roguery
was difcovered feveral years after, at a time
when he was abfent from Palerme ; and proofs.
_were adduced on the occafion that clearl ma-
nifefted his criminality. It has alfo been af-

" . ferted that he affaflinated a canon; and it is pre-
tended that, havidg been applied to by a monk .

{4




COUNT CAGLIOSTRO,: .8

o procure leave of abfence from his fuperior,
ke forged a permiffion, on purpafe to cheat thc
-holy father out of a little money.

This guch is however certain, that he-was
frequently . feized and -imprifoned : but it fo
bappened that he always regained his liberty ip

-4 fhort viwte, cither from the want of neceffary

proofs for Lis conviftion, on account of the
nature of the crime, or by means of ‘the credit
and interceffion of his relations. At length he
‘was forced to:fly from his country for having
duped a goldimith, of the ngme of Marana,. of
more than. fisty. pieces of gold. Having inge-
ouity fufficient to. make this .fimpleton believe
that he had aa immenfe treafure concealed in 2
grotto, in a diftant part-of the couptry, of which
-he wauld put him in poffeflion ; he, under thig
pretence, procured the above-mentioned fura,
which, as he pretended, was 1o be employed in
certain magical opesations, This comedy how-
- ever concluded very little to:the advantage of
poor Marano, for he was feverely beaten by
certain people who appéared to him in the
fhape of infernal fpirits. The truth is, that
thefe inhabitants of Pandemonium were no

other than the companions of Balfamo, who
ated in concert with him, and affumed this -

dxfgmfc at his reccommendation, .
By Marano

w_



2 THE LIFE OF

+ - Marano having difcovered the trick, was ex.
tremely irritated, as may very readily be be-
lieved; and, net content with laying an informa.
tion of the particulars before a magiftrate, he
-determined to .revenge his wrongs, by affafii-
nating the author of them. - It was this that de-
‘termined Balfamo to fly from his native,coun-
try. R S

A variety of circomftances which occurzed
from this period till the time of his laft impri-
fonment, have given.'grounds to:believe that

‘he - pradtifed forcery. This fuppofition is
-founded on the -two following anecdotes. The
firft is, that, under pretence of prcparing‘ are-
-medy for one of his fifters, who was.peffeffed, he
made a country prieft adminifter a httle cotton
to her, which had been fteeped in the boly ail
which is ufed for- extreme un&ion. . It is how-
ever well known that he never.had a fifter who
was poffeffed. “The other, which is rather re-
markable, is as follows : It is pretended that,
being one day-in company with feveral of his
friends, they teftified a great curiofity to dif-
cover what a certain lady of their acquaintance
-was doing at that very moment. Balfamo
offers to fatisfy their inclinations: he accord-
ingly forms a fquare on the ground, waves his
hand over it, .and then draws the figure of the

o i , - lady



COUNT. CAGLIOSTRO. 7

tady playing .at cards with:three of" her ac-
guaintaace. - On this théy inftantly ferd vo-her
‘houfe, and find that fhe was- attually fieting in
the fame:attityde, employed in the very occue.
pation, and in compiny.with the fame perfons
- whom he had delineated. By,megns -of the
cireumftances which we fhall hereafter relate,
it will be ealy to determine what degree of
credibility thould be given to this event, and
what - are the conclufions which ought t0 be
~ drawn from it.

~ Balfamo being obliged to fly from Palcrmo, _
gave himfelf up to a wandering lifey- and ae-
tually. travelled through moft parts of the
world : we are henceforth obliged to give cre~
dit to his'own affertions until his arrival in
‘Rome, becaufe we have no other opportunity
of tracing his hiftory, or of verifying any of the
particulars.

By means of the moncy which he had pro-
cured in the manner already related, he now -
repaired to'Meflina. There he got acquainted
with a certain perfon of thé name of Altotas:
it is not known with certainty whether he wasa
Spaniard or a Greek, for he could fpeak both of
thefe languages with fluency. * He was in pof-
feflion of feveral Arabic manufcripts, and
tended to be a great chemift. Having

B4 bai
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_ barked together on bodrd of a vefiél, they )

failed alorg the Archipelago, and landed.at

Alexandria in Egypt; where during the fpace of

forty days they performed feveral operatiors
in chemiftry, by which they procured a great
deal of money. . ‘

They propofed to pafs from thence to Grand

_Cairo ; but they were driven by contrary wihds

to the ifland of Malta. Thtre they remained
for fome time, and worked in the laboratory of
the grand mafter Pinto. Altotas ¥ hdving died
“foon after, Balfamo refolved to vifit Naples,
and accordingly put himfclf under the protecs
tioh of a knight of Malta, to whom }je was re-
commended by the grand mafter.
He 'fupported himfelf for fcme time in that
capital with the money which had be¢en pre.
fented to him by the grand mafter, and the pre-

_ fents which he received from his companion‘the _
Obwéher, and fborx *a'&cl was loeky enough

L
ool L

*Ina yamphlet vm{ten mder the dne&uon of the Count,

itis prctcnded that Altatas was. bis tutor, " during his'zefjy
dence at Mcdma', in the palace of the Mufti Salahaym
that he inftrudted him ‘in tbe knowledge of botany and
- phyfic ; made him- acquianitetf’ with thé ofiental languages
and literature ; introduced him ‘to the fovareign of Mecca,
by whom he was greatly carefled’; asd feade himacquaiited
-with all the wonders of Egypt, T. , . ,

to



COUNT CAGLIOSTRO, 9

0. a4quire. the .regatd of .a prince who wes
attached to the ftudy of chemiftry,.and who _
withed- to - carry bim tés v1ﬁt his! poﬁ'cﬂions in
SIQIJ)”§¢ sy e ') [ N

.... Having takeo, advantage of thns opportumty
FO revifig, Mefling,, he happencd to: meet with 2
prieft, who 'whe his countryman and “particular
acquajnsance. He. himflf confefles thac this.
perfen was violent in.his temper, diffolote int his
sorals, and had often participatéd. in -his. ro-
gueries-during their refidence ac. Palermo : he
gven adds; that this very. clergyman was one of
she .devils. who. -had :baftinadoed the .joweller
Marano,. while. fcarchmg the grotto for thc'
hndﬂmtneaﬁxrc. PRSIV PP

-..Haringchefen thm perfon for hag aﬁ'odmte,
B& took leavé of the:iprince, and they departed
sagetheb for; Naples, «.k.ahe courfe of: their
journey.they. weréatréfted.at an inirin the town
of Pizao, under -préerice . of :having: carried
-off .a lady_with them: but as no fuch perfon
was found-in_their company, they were imme-
dlatcly fa at hberty After a fhort ftay at

. Thls prmoc is fmd te have been of the noble houfe of
€aramangey and nearly related to the ambaffador of that
name wholately repiéfénted the hing of the Fwo Sicilies, at
the court of London, and is now oné of th: nnmﬁcrs of that
fowvercign, - :

N aples,
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Naples, it was refolved that they thould repait
to Rome.

Arrived in the capital of the Chriftian world,
Balfamo afflumed feveral different chara&ers,
and appeared fometimes in an eccléfiaftical, and
fometimes in' a fecular habit. By means of
letters of recommendation which he had pro-
c¢ured at Naples, he obtained accefs to feveral
perfons of diftin&tion* : among others he got ac-
quainted with the Bailli de Breteuil, at that time
ambaffador from Malta to Rome; and was-alfo
prefented -to many ecclefiattics of - his own
country. From the generafity of thefe, and his
own private induftry, he.was enabled to pro-
cure fufficient money to defray all his expences.

He employed himfeif at this period in mak-
ing drawings ‘on paper; the outlines of which
‘were produced by means of a copper plate en-
graving, and afterwards filled up by him with
Indian ink ¢ thefe he fold for defigns. made by

# In a publication intitled La Lettre de Comte Caglioffire
ax Pexple & Anghols, it is pretended that he had determined
to remain iscognita in Rome, when chance having difcovered
him to Cardinal Urfina, that prelate paid him the moft flat-
tering attention, and introduced him to feveral cardinals
and Roman princes, Among thefe were .Ganganelli, who
afterwards became Pope Clement XIV.; and Rezzonica,
who at that time filled the papal chair, and by whom he
pretends to have been feveral times admitted to the honour

ofacanference, Ty
. means
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ameass.of a pen only. Having taken up his
abode at the fign.of the Sun, in the neighbour-
hood of the Rotunda, he happened to quarrel -
-with one of the waiters, in confequence of
avhich he was imprifoned for three days.

.. It was about this time that he happened to
{ee the young Lorenza Feliciani, who lived
near to the Three Pilgrims. He foon became
exceedingly attached to this young woman,
and afked her parents confent to make her his
wife : this was accordingly granted, and he re-
ceived, as adower, a trifling fortune, propor-
tionate to their copdition. The marriage was
folemnized in the parith church of §t. Saviour
" dnm the Fields, and the bridegroom lodged with

his father-in-law for fome months after,
. The firft leflons which the young bride ree
‘ceived from her hufhand, were intended, ace
cording to her own confeflion, to inftrut her
. in the means of attralting and gratifying the
-pleafures of the other fex. The moft wanton
coquetry and the moft lafcivious arts were the
principles with which he endeavoured to infpire
her. The mother of Lorenza, fcandalized at
this condu®, bhad fuch frequent altercations
“with her fon-in-law concerning his bebaviour,

that he refolved to remove-from her houfe.
.He found it much eafier in angther place to
corrupt
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~‘corrupt the mind and the morals of his wife. He
then prefented her to two perfons well qualified
for the exercife of her talents, after having firft
inftructed her to entangle them both by her
allurements. With. one of thefe the did not fuc-
ceed; but over the other fhe acquired a com-
plete victory. He himfelf conduéted her to the
very fpot deftined for the pleafures of the lover;
left her alone in his company, and retired into
another chamber. -

The interview and the oﬁ"ers made to bar
‘were fuch as were entirely correfpondent to the
withes of the hufband; bgt' the wife on.this
occafion did not exhibit a proper inftance of
conjugal obedience. She foon after imparred
the whole affair in confidence to her hufband,
and received nothing in return but the moft
bitter reproach, and the moft violent and
dreadful menaces. ‘It was then that he began
to infinuate this maxim, which he afterwards
fo affiduoufly repeated : ¢ That adultery is no
crime in a woman who commits it on accaunt
of her intereft, and not fimply through affeétion
to another man,’ .

He even added example to precept, by prow

ing how little he himfelf refpefted the ties of -

conjugal fidelity, .- "'We thall have occafion te

pamculanfc feveral inftances of this kind, inthe
courfe
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courfe of -our hiftory; we will only-mention here _
that on thefe occafions he aroufed his dormant
paflions by drinking a certain Fgyptian wine,
compofed of aromatics, which poffeffed all the
qualities neceffary for the completion of his in-"
tentions,

His wife having at length.begun to hearken
‘to his inftru&ions, he conduéted: her two or
~ three times to the place where fhe had formerly
been fo difobedient to his orders. She fome- -
times received clothes, fometimes trinkets,
and fometimes a little money; as the teward of
her condefcenfion. One day the hufband
wrote a letter 1n-his wife’s name to the lover
" whom he had forced her to receive, in which
~ he begged the loan of a few crowns, which were -
immediately fent : in return for thefe, he pro-
mifed an interview in the courfe of next day,
and the lady was faithful to the appointment.

Balfamo having frequently chariged his place
of abod¢ about this time, formed many new ac-
’ quaintance ; and, among others, cultivated an

_intimacy with Outavio Nicaftro, a perfon well
~ known on account of having afterwards finithed
his exiftence at the gibbet, as an accomplice in
an affaffination; and alfo with another celebrated
adventurer, called the Marquis Agliata: bath

of thefe were Sicilians. The charaler of the
' 3 : Marquis
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Marquis had a firgng refemblance to that of ou#
hero. During the time of their intimacy toge~

~ ther, they were frequently perceived to be fhus

up in a chamber, where they remained a long
time vmhou: any third perfon whatever. About
what they were occupied is not precifely known ;
but more than one perfon has been heard to
afirm that they were one day feer to iffue frome
the place of cenference; the Marquis holding

_ twor bills in his hand ; which, afcer having com-

pared together, he prefented to Balfamo,
telling him at the fame time that it was im-
poffible to do any thing better, Balfamo.
himfelf has not attempted to deny the fuperior

‘genius of bis friend in all things that regarded

the counterfeiting of writing, and the imitation
of feals : adding, that this extraordinary noble~
man had prefented himwitha patent as an officer
in the fervice of the king of Pruflia, in which
he himfelf pretended to be a colonel ; and had
forged the fignature of that prince witha won«
derful degree of accuracy. Thus authorized
by letters patent from the head of the illuttrious
houfe of Brandenbourg, Balfamo aually af-
fumed the uniform.of one of the Pruflian regi«
ments. : :
Thefe infeparable friends now determined to
leave Rome : the caufe of sheir fudden depar-
ture

.
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ture may be fairly attributed to what has beea
reported by Balfamo’s own father-in-law. Nie
caftro having quarrelled with his friends, moft
probably about a divifion of the booty, pre-
. fented himfelf to the officers of “the police, ac-
.cufed them of having forged feveral bonds, and
offered to give evidence againft them. There
is reafon to believe that this treachery having
been difcovered by Agliata and ‘his compa-
nion, they determined inftantly to leave the .
capital of the Roman deminions. _

They accordingly departed in" two feparate
carriages ; the wife of Balfamo being feated in
that which contained the Marquis, and the
hufband in the other, along thh the fecretary .
- of Agliata,

Balfamo has confcﬁ'cd wnthouz any rclu&ancc, :
how little' the conjugal vows were refpeed
during this journey, which was entirely at the
expence of his titled companion.- Having taken
the road to Venice, by Loretto, they arrived
at Bergamo; and while on the road committed a
great numberof rogueries : among others,Cagli-
oftro and Agliata, after having fhut themfelves
up for fome time without the knowledge or
ingervention of any perfon, are reported to have
fabricated letters of introdu&ion, which af-
. forded them an oppertunity of tricking feveral

T . refpetable
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fcfpe&ab]e families out of- cér}ﬁdcrablc fm’ns ot'
moRey, -

They ﬁopped fome days at: Bergamo, occu-
pied ih recruiting their purf¢, and in making;
acquaintance.” - The magiftrates, however, hav-

- ing difcovered the chara&er and purfuits of the

firangers; Balfamo. and his wife were arrefted ;
and, after undergoing the neceffary examina-
tions, were banithed from the city. ‘Agliata
had the good fortune to efcape. At the ‘mo-

ment that the officers of juftice feized the huf«

band, he had fufficient addrefs to convey-a fmall

- packet of bills to his wife, which he conjured

her to deftroy, on purpofe to fave his life. She
accordingly concealed them in her bofom, and
took the firft opportunity of tearing them to

pieces. She obferved, on -this occafion, that -

the bills were written on ftamped paper. We

learn alfo from this woman, that her hufband

was not intimidated, by this untoward accident,
from continuing this fpecies of fraud ; foron a
a future occafion he fabricated papcr, with the
neceffary marks, at a village fituate on the river

. 6f Genoa. By means of that very paper he

forged a note for two thoufand five hundred
crowns, which he afterwards got difcounted at
Savona. But let us return to Bergamo. -

Balfamo having been deiven from this. city; -

o




COBN®T CAGLIOSTRO. 17

4s-we have already mentioned; found himfelf
in "extreme - milery, :far Agliata -bad : carried

off 2}l the modey .with him. He would now

have returned:to; Rome, if the dread of being
mmprifobed, on acobunt of his former forgeries,
had not deterred: him.: he at length was fo e,
batraffcd; that he refolved, in’company. with his
wifc, to undertaks a pilgrimage to.5t. Jamcs of
Galic;a; e .
. He wifhed td infinuatd, in: the courfc of h:s
interrogatories, thdt.he had been excited tothis
Jaurney by s piety; af a penandé fot his fins,
add thofe of his .wifey it is.certain however
that.they never:weht to that holyi plage. - He,
has even ‘bega forced ta acknowledge, that
bavifig. found :means to live morg st liis eafe.
as:we fhall {ee incthe fequel, heé-abfolutely loft
all- thoughas .6f «completing this..pilgfinge“g;
and it is°not difficult. to guefs-what:the metives:
wen¢ which deterred him fromfulfilding his views.
. Having . bbth of themp. dffumed " the drefs. of
piigrims, they. travelled through. the-territaries:
of . Sardinia> krid Genoa:, andmi’length 'amved

at.Aatibes, - 1 .- R
.~ Dring this jaurney thcy lived dpon alms 5
which they endeavoired to-procure-in greater
abundance, by feigning to have undertaken a-
prlgnmage, -as & penance voluntarily impofed
‘ c . upon

L J
»

L.
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upon themfelves, on account of having cone
tralted a clandeftine marriage. ‘But as begging
was a bad trade, and afforded a. very fcanty
fupport, the bufband folicited kis wife to aug-
ment it'by the fale-of her charms¢ and, in the
midft of menaces for this purpofc, he vufually
uttered' the moft horrible impieties. - ¢ Of what
fervice is your, virtue 2 faid..he. .¢ Does the
God on whom you depend, afford you any fuc<
cour 2 Do -you not behold the mifery w:th
which we are:overwhelmed.?”

.~Several officers at Antibes proﬁted of the,
eﬁ'e&s of thefe-leflons § ~and by means of the
tnoney ‘which they. prefented -her; and the alms
which they: received, this wirtdous couple con-
tinued theit joutney, and srrived at Barcelonay
whére they remained for fix'months; At theend
afthat i period, their property being entirely
expended, Balfamo perfuaded his wife to ‘go
and confefs-herfelf in a church in the neigh-
bourhood of ‘their inn, which belonged to a
convent ; and defired her to inform.the father~
confeflor, that they: were- both :defcended from-
an illuftrious Roman family ; but that, having.
married without the confent of 'their relations,
and their remittances falling . thort, they were-
reduced to the moft deplorable paverty.

. Lorenza obeyed the commands.of her fpoufe,
o and
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and even. improved upon his inftruétions ; fo
that the confeflor actually believed the fabris
cated ftory, and prefented’het with a fmall fum
of money. -On the next morning he fent them

aham; and following himfelf foon after,to make

them a vifit of condolence, he faluted the huf-
band by the title of ¢ His Excellency.” Both of
them have acknowledged the truth of this anec-
dote ; but Balfamo, not covetous of the glory
of it, has attributed the honour of the invention
entirely to his wife. However, the vigilance of
the re&or of the parith embarraffed them nota

little ; for, having conceived fufpicions of their.

veracity, he demanded the contra& of their
marriage, which they happened not to have
along with them. -

That they might not hereafter be expofed to
a fimilar mortification, Balfamo determined to
folicit the protection of a grandec 5 and to ob-
tain this he thought that he could not devife a

- better expedient for his introduction, than to

make ufe of the attra&ions of his wife.

Young and-agreeable, of a middle fize, pof- -

feffed of a white {kin, brown hair, round counte-
nance, brilliant eyes, happy phyfiognomy, and
uncommon fenfibility, Lorenza was admirably
calculated to excite the paflions. This atually

' Caz2 o took
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took place on the prefent oceafion, as well as
on many others. ‘
The hufband and wife having prefented them-
felves ta this. perfonage, informed him of their
ficuation. After having ordered the hufband
to retire, the magiftrate interrogated the wife
with great ferioufnefs as to the truth of their
marriage. He became fenfible by her anfwers
that this ceremony had taken place; and while
he undertook to procure an authentic copy of
the certificate from.Rome, the beauty of the
Yady made fuch an impreffion upon his mind,
that he infinuated certain propofals that did but
lrtle credit to his character. She refufed com-
pliance with his'defires; and he gave her-time
~ toreflect on the fubje, and difmiffed her. The
eircumftances of this interview having been re-
eounted to the hufband, Lorenza received the
moft bitter reproaches on account of her be-
haviour ; and at the end of a few days was

. carried back to the houfe of the grandee.

Scarce was fhe arrived when he requefted her to
anfwer his propofition with a ﬁrﬁple yesormo:
the hufband, here intercepting her reply, ex-
claimed, Yes ! and inftantly retired. The con-
. fequence of this reply produced a doudle pifiole;
and Lorenza received a fimilar recompence on

' : the
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the eight following days, during -which hee
hufband -efcorted her regularly to the fame
hotel.

The contra& of marriage at length amved

from Rome ; but by this time Balfamio had

formed an intimacy with. a nobleman who was

upon histravels. He alfo fell inlove with Lo-

renza; who did not fail, as may be readily fup-

- poled, of informing her hufband of the cir-

cumftance. Balfamé knowing that in a fhort

time the tribute of doudle piftoles would ceafe'to

be: paid:by the enamoured magiftrate, .coun-
felled his wife to flatter the pafiion, but not to
fatisfy the withes, of the {tranger; that he might
be enabled to travel to.Madrid at his expence,
as he withed much to vifit that capital.

- -T'hiis defign was carried into execution with

- all imaginable fuccefs. They.all three répaired

to the metropolis of Spain, where they lived in
the fame houle; the noble traveller occupying
an' apartment-contiguous to the lady’s. =
However, as he paid all the charges, ar.1 be-
gan to perceive that he was duped, he at length
threatened to remove. Alarmed at this circum-
ftance, Balfamo informed his {poufe that it was
at length neceffary to comply with his defires 5
fhe accordingly obeyed the injun&ions of her
hufband, and this criminal intercoutfe.conti-
C3 : . aued
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nued for a confiderable time. Almoft every
morning at day-break this kind fpoufe awak-
ened his wife, and informed her that it was time
for her to rife, and repair to thc apartment of
" their illuftrious gueft,

A law-fuit which Balfamo carried on at this -
time againft one of his countrymen, gave himan
opportunity of fending his- wife to folicit the
minifter in his behalf. In the courfeof this
affair, he infifted on a fcrupulous and exa& ac-
count of every thing that concerned his fair -
petitioner : fhe informed him minutely of her
fituation, even to her conneftion with the
ftranger, whom he withed her to difmifs, at the
~ fame time propofing himfelf as 2 lover.in his
- ftead. This arrangement. however not being

fatisfaGory to Madam Balfamo,. the..minifter
immcdiate}y withdrew his proteétion ; obferving,
at the fame.time, that he Ihould hcrcaftcr be
inexorable to her entreaties,
“This threat was verified in a tharttime ; for
. the traveller being no longer able to fatisfy the
avaricious demands of Balfamo, who was pers
‘petually foliciting either maney or effedts, at
length tefolved to abandon them. On this Lo-
renza, ‘by the order of her hufband, who had’
been informed of every thing, repairéd once
more to the minifter : but he, with the ftately
’ dignity
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dignity of a Spaniard, refifted all her. tcmpta-
tions ; and difmiffed her with this-energetic re-
ply :—<¢ I have learned, Madam, to hold a pro-
mife facred!” , _

~ Being thus' abandoned, they refolved to re-
pair to Lifbon. As foon as they arrived there, -
Balfamo made it his bufinefs to enquire at'a
celebrated ordinary, where he dined, concern~.
ing fome perfohs in affluent circumftances; and
he foon learned the name ‘and refidence of a
rich ‘merchant, who feemed exaQly fuited to
his purpofe. He accordingly difpatched his- -
wif® next \morning to folicit- a/ms of him. On
this occafion fhe received. a piece of money,
which was accampanied with certain offers of
another fort; and in conclufion an interview
was agreed upon in a garden belonging to his
. country houfe. : .

In the courfe of three months this amour
was cultivated with uncommon affidvity by -
both parties, and produced no lefs than eight
piftoles for every vifit made by the lady. How-
ever, the fear of a difpute with the family of -
the merchant, who beheld this ‘intercourfe with
an evil eye, madc Balfamp at length determine
to leave this c1ty, and repair to London.

-That his. deﬁgns in that capital might be at-
, ;cnded with fuccefs, he contrived it fo that his.

L C 4 wife
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wife fhould learn the Englith language, during
their refidence in Portugal ; and he pracured as
her governefs a- young waman, .to whom he
himfelf gave leffons of a very different kind.
. Balfamo, on his arrival in London¥, en-
gaged
* He arrived in London, 'according to his own account, in
July 1776 ; pofefled, if we belicve his ftory, of plate, jewels,
and fpecie, to the amount of three thoufand pounds. Soon

after his arrival, he hired apartments in Whitcomb- ﬁ:reet,
lmmcdlalely adjouimg to Hedge-lane, in which he pretends

' to have dedicated a large portion of his time to his favourite

ftudies of chemiftry and phyfic. '
. During his difpute with M. de Morande, the folloWing
inventory of his jewels was publifbed in the Courier dq

. PEurope :

© ¢« A gold repeater, enamelled in blue, with flars
of gold, and enriched- with twao circlets of diamonds. Its
chain, three rows of {mall diamonds, terminated by threclargb,‘
ones, and brilliant pendants ; from two of which hung 3
clufter of diamonds, and from the fourth a feal mounted in
the fame.—N.B. On this watch, the chain of which was
valued at one thoufand five hundred pounds, five hundred
pounds was lent by a pawnbroker in Princes-ftreet, Leicefter-
fields.

Y fmall green feal-fkin cafe; contammg fix rings, the
firft conﬁﬁmg of five diamonds, furrounded with fmaller
ones ; the fecond of two, ‘mounted in the form of a beart,

~and encircled hkew:fe wnrh diamonds, &c.; the third re-

prefented a gartcr and buckle in fmall diamonds.—N. B.
Thefe belonged to. Madam Caglioftro. The three athers
were hoop rings, two of dmmouds, and the third of garnets,

“ A pair
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gaged as ufual in that fhameful commerae, in
which he bartered the chirmis of his wife againfk
the property of every opulent man who withed
to become a purchafer.  We fhall here confine
ourfelves to the recita) of one anecdote. By the
laws of England, if a man furprifes his wife in
adultery; he can commence a lawfuit againft

the feducer, and obhgc him to pay a large fum

of money.

Balfamo and his wife, ,during their refidence
in that capital, got acquainted with feveral
quakers ; and alfo with a Sicilian, whom they

% A pair of ear-rings, nine diamonds in each, in a grecn
{cal-ﬂnn cafe.

‘¢ The portraitof M. Caghoﬁro, amedallion fet with dia-
_monds, in a cafe fet with ditto.

«The figure of a dove compofed of dnamonds, and fuf-
pended by three rows of fine pearl.

« A necklace of ditte. : ’ .
¢ A pair of ear-rings of {mall brilliasts.
. $¢ A pairoof black filk bracglets with dinmond buckles.

¢¢ A large hoop ring of diamends in a gold box. '

« An oval gold coloured fouff hox—on it are engnven '

jmplements of gardening—in a cafe of dlttO
- ¢ A fweet-meat box of gold, in a red fkin cafe, &c. &c o
This, and a numerous lift.of other -urticles &qually va-

_ Juable, are faid to have been brought by the Count into’Eng- '

land. If fo, Lorenza and he muft have been very fuccefsful
ia their wirtuous occupation fince the time when they were
obligéd by want to undertake a pxlgnmagc to St. ]ames of
Galria, - T. .

7 ‘ called

et M
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called the Marquis'de Vivona. One of the
quakers was captiyated with the charms of the
Jady; and, in his attempts to feduce her virtue,
entirely forgot the aufterity of his fe&. Without
yielding to his wifhes, Lorenza informed her
hufband of his paffion ; and he contrived, in

- eoncert with Vivona, that fhe fhould promife

him a private interview; that two witnefles
fhould watch in an adjoining chamber; and
that, at the’moment when the quaker fhould -

think himfelf on the brink of happinefs, upon

a certain fignal being given, Balfamo, Vivona,
and the fervants fhould rufh into the apart-
ment ; and by means of threats, infults, and
menaces, oblige him to pay dearly for his un-

) taﬁed pleafures,

Every thing fucceeded according to their -
wifhes. The quaker, faithful to his appoint-

~ ment, repaired at the hour agreed upon, and

began to compliment the lady in the manner
made ufe of in Penfylvania. Lorenza affeéed
to be furprifed at his gallantry ; and afked how
it was poffible for one of the ¢ friends” to be
fo polite to the ladies?

The dialogue on this became exceedingly

‘hvely and interefting: and at length the

quaker, as if preparing to fwim in blifs, throws
oﬁ'. his hat, his wig, and his coat. But the
cons
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_concerted fignal being-‘given "ad-this" inftant,

Balfamo, Vivona, and the relk borf into the
chamber;- and furprifed- him. i this. ridicu-
lous ftuation, Thus caught in- the fa&, as it
were, it was in vaitn for him to diffemble; he
fumed, fretted, curfed, and fwore ; and atlength
was permjtted to efcape, on condition of pres
fenting the enraged hufband with one hundred
peunds fterling, which was iaftantly complied
with.. . On his departire the ﬂmrpcrs divided-
th emoney between them.

.. Thefe two friends, however, foon after. fe-
parafed, the circumftance which occafioned
their difunion was as follows :=~Balfamo, who
was.in pofleffion of a large quantity of ropawzs,
which he had colle&ted vdnriq'g his refidence at
Lifbon, wifhing to convert them into money,
entrufts them to Vivona; who, after having ac-

" cepted the employment; appropriated them to

his own ufe, and then abfconded. -

Soon after Balfamo himfelf was .thrown inte
prifon®, by his landlord, for the sent of his
houfe. . It muft undoubtedly appear extraor~
dinary, to behold this man fo frequently re-
duced to mifery, notwithftanding the confi-

# In the King’s Bench, having been furrendered by his
pail. T,
dcrable
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derable acquifitions which he had made, both
in mooey and effeéts. The reader’s aftonithe
ment will -however ceafe, if, to the wafte na-
turally attendant on ill-gotten wealth, be added
the proud and extravagantdemeanorof Balfamo,
who, that he might appear a2 marn of confe-
quence in the opinion of the world fet no
bounds to his expences.

It is an acknowledged fa&, without reckon-
ing the prefents which he and his wife had
received, in the courfe of their travels, in jewels,
- watches, &c. that he procured upwards of =

hundred thoufand crowns in hard cath. This

however did not prevent him from being more
than once reduced to fuch diftrefs, as to be
under the neceffity of pawning his trinkets for
the payment of his domeftic expences.

"The generofity of an Englifh gentleman at
length opened the gates of his prifon. His wife,
by frequenting the Catholic chapel belonging to

the Bavarian minifter *; had an opportunity of -

becoming acquainted with avery worthy cha-
ra&er, to whom fhe mentioned the fituationof her
hufband, and from whofe bounty fhe received a
fum of money fufficient to.liqqidatc the debt.

% At that time fituate in Go!den-fquaxe, being annexed to

the houfe of Count Haflang. T

Bcﬁdcs .
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_ Befides this, their patron, out of miere cha-
rity, received them both intohis houfe. Amidft
the familiarity which this circumftance brought
about, he imagined that he had difcovered a

. genius for painting in. Balfamo, who readily

undertook to decorate fome apartments at his
country refidenee. v '

The Engh{hman having removed his fa-
mily from town on. purpofe to fupenntcnd the
labours .of his gueft, it fo happened that bis:
daughter, who. was ftill young, became ena-
moured with the painter. It is not welt known
whether " this attachment proceeded voluntanly
from herfelf, or whether it ‘was produced by the
fedu&tive arts of Balfamo thls much is hawever..

certain. (and he -has confeffed it himfelf),- that.
he wrougtit the paffions of this' young woman

A"

to fuch a piich of folly, that the prefented him.,

at different times with large fums of money.

It may appear aftonifhing that a man like-

this fhould be able.to infinuate himfelfinto the
good graces of the fair fex ; more efpecially as all
thofe who were intimately acquainted with him
have affirmed, that he had nothing. engaging

_cither in his perfon or his converfation.

Rather fhort than tall-in his ftature, of a
brown complexion, a bloated countenance, and

gured
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gured by many phrafes of a foreign ididim,
which altogether formed an almoft Ifraelitifh
largon ; deftitute of any of thofe graces.fo com-
mon in the world of gallantry ; without know-.
ledge, without abilities, and, in fine, deprived
of every means of ipfpiring love *—how could
a man of this defcnpuon obtain fuch an afcen-

- ' dancy

_— . . '

"% To this portrait, ;‘;aigtéd i)y the boly band of an inqui-
fitor, we-fhall add a companion, drawn by an avowed ad<
mirer of the Count : the. likene/s was taken durmg his lafk
refidence in England. T:

¢ The Count de Caglioftro is below the m:ddle ﬁature,,
and inclined” to corpulency ; his face is a round oval ; his
complex:on and eyes dark, the fatter uhcornrhonly penettits
ing. In his addrefs, we are-not fenfible of that indefcribable
grace which engages the -affeCtions before we confult the:
underftanding. On the contrary, there is in his manner a felfs.
- importance, which at firft fight rather difgufts. than allures,
and obliges us to withhold our regard, till on a more inti-
mate acquaintance we yield it as the tribute of our reafon.”
. Though naturally ftudious and contemplatwe, his conver-
fation is. fprightly, abounding with judicious remarks and
pleafant anecdotes ; yet, with an underftanding in the higheft
degree perfpicuous and enlarged, he is ever rendered the’
dupe of the fycophant and the flatterer. His heart and
purfe are ever open to the fupplications of diftrefs ; but
there is, in his mode of beftowing, a pompofity, which fre-
quently renders that liberality afcribed to oftentation, which
is in reality the effect of a truly compaﬁionate and beneficent -
heart.
« Far
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dancy ovgr the ladies, that, after having per-
verted them from the path of virtue, they ace
tually recompenfed and rewarded -him with
magnificent prefents. His artful condu&t how-
ever will furnith us with an ample folution' to
this problcm for he made it a rule to pay his
addrefles to no woman unlefs fhe was cither
old, or fo ugly that the could never have ex-
petted a lover, had not fuch a man as Balfamo
been in exiftence. o

The Englifh’ gcntlcman, ‘who had bcgun to

be difpleafed at feeing himfelf deceived in re~

gard to the dedorations of his apartments, which
were disfigured rather than ‘embellithed by the
daubings of Balfamo, became furious when he
percewed thachis daughter had been debauched,

- Neverthelefs he had fuch a command over ‘hig

paﬁions, that he contented himfelf wnh driving

the painter and his chaffe wife out of his houfe.

Balfamo having thus become once more
deflitute, left the capital of England *, and
took the road towards France. At Dover he

* ¢ Far from being ichooled in the frience of deception, he
poflefles a noble franknefs, which does honour to human na-
ture ; a difpofition open and uareferved, even to a fault, In
his attachments he is warm and fteady; and, though eafily.

- provoked to choler, it is'a ftorm which, like thofe of fum-

aer, quickly paffes away.” .
* Thiswasin 1772, T,
’ formed

/ .

/

'4



32 “HE L1FE OF

formed an acquaintance- with 'a ‘M. Duplaifir;
who' offered to carry hirh and his lady to Paris.
This i invitation was accepted ; and it is from
.Caglioftro’s own mouth ‘that we learn, that
doririg the whole of the journey Duplaifir tra:
velleéd in a poft-chaife along with his wife, while
he himfelf accompanied them at'a humble dif<
tance on horfeback, '
* It is'not difficult to éompréhcnd the ‘confes
quence of this arrangement. “The wife of Bal-
- famo became the miftrefs’ of Duplalﬁr, and
" continued i in that capacity for many months at
Paris, durmg which he defrayccf the expenccs
of the whole party. - The mfauablc dnfpoﬁuon
of Balfamo, who always withed to fell his mers
chandize as dear as pofiible, at length dlfgu[‘fed
the lover, whole finances were not very confi- -
derable : he accordingly adviféd Lorenza, if fhe
chofe to continue this trade, either to carry it on
~on ber own account,.or te return to Italy and live
with her parents. She affured him that the de-
figned to follow his counfel ; and in a few days
afrer ‘a&tualy abandoned the" habitation of her

hufband, and removed to anotbcr which her: .

paramour had provided for her ; taking care,
however, to carry all her clothes and ornaments

along with her, : S
The hufband, extremely 1rrmtcd at this elopc-
ment,
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_ment, had recourfe to the king’s authority, and
.obtained an order to arreft his wife, who was
condutted to St. Pelagie *, where the’ remained
for feveral months; during all this time he
himfelf took up his abode with an old demi-
rep. ‘

The fale of a certain wath for beautifying the
fkin procured him fome money about this pe-
‘riod ; but he received much more from the
‘generofity of the lady with whom he was con-

“nected, and with whom he continued to live a
confiderable "time after his wife was releafed

“from §t. Pelagie. At length he took a houfe
-for himfelf near to one of the barriers.

It is not 4 lictlg interefting to thofe defirous
-of being informed of every thing concerning
" this remarkable man, that during the time that
‘Lorenza was in confinement, the police drew
.up a memorial, which was afterwards printed
.in Paris, under the title of < Ma .correfpon-
dance avec le Comte Caglioftro.” Amongother
things contained. in this, is to be found the de-
-pofition of Duplaifir, who fwore that, although

* La maifon de St. Pelagic was an eftablifhment in -
Paris fomewhat in the nature of a houfe of corrétion for ~
loofe women. This, like every thing elfe under -the old
government, being liable to the moft fcandalous abufz, has
.participated in the general reform. T, A :

D " Balfamo
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- Balfamo and kis wife had lived during three

months at his expence; they had neverthelefs
contracted debts to the amount of more than
two hundred crowns with milliners, peruke-
makers, and dancing-matters.

Having taken a houfe at one of the barriers,

as we have already mentioned, during his refi-

dence there he found means to form an ac-

quaintance with two perfons of diftinction, who
carried their love of chemiftry to a ridiculous

excefs. He pretended to have difcovered
fome miraculous fecrets in that fcience; he
even afferted that he had found out the art of
making gold, and of prolonging human ex-
iftence.  This latter affertion had peculiar

charms for one of them, who had arrived at a

very advanced age. To confirm their belief
in his promifes, he took a few Spanifh piftoles

from them, and having melted them along with

other materials in a crucible, he produced a

lump of gold of more value than the. money

which they had depofited before the operation.

By means of thefe ftratagems, and feveral others,

he procured upwards of fifty louis &’ors.

It is almoft needlefs to mention, that our
hero neither communicated to them the fecret of
making gold, nor of efcaping from death. He
cngaged howcvcr, to difcover both of thefe de-

4 Ji a’eram 3
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Jfiderata ; but the period for the pcrformance
haying at length elapfed, his pupils began to
form fufpicions concerning his veracity. Bal-
famo was well aware of the danger of his fitua-

‘tion; and dreading left he fhould be arrefted

for the money advanced, he procured a pafl-
port under a fi&itious name, fled with great
precipitation to Bruffels, and after having tra-
verfed Germany and Italy, arrived at his native
city of Palermo.

He did not however long enjoy his liberty
among his countrymen. Marano, the jeweller
whom he had not only duped but baftinadoed,
as we have before mentioned, having not yet
forgot his injuries, immediately applied to the
agiftrates, and procured an order for his im-
prifonment. Soon after this, a profecution
took place in confequence of the teftament that
had been forged in favour of the Marquis
Maurigi : the prote&tion of a nobleman, to
whom he had procured a powerful recommen-
dation while at Naples, prevented him, how- -
ever, from being condemned to the galleys;
and he was agtually fet at liberty, on condition
of immediately departing from Palermo. '

Being thus once more obliged to abandon
the city which gave him birth, he repaired, in
'comPany thh his wife, to Malta; where he

‘D2 i
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is faid to have fupported bimfelf for fome
time by the fale of his pomade for.improv-
ing the complexien: but the commodity
from which he drew his moft certain revenue
appears to have been—his wife !

At the end of threc months he left that
ifland alfo. Let us here make a fhort digref-
fion:—How comes it about that this man could
never remain for any confiderable time in any
one country whatever ? And how was it pof:
fible that he could tranfport himfelf with fuch -
facility from one end of Europe.to another?
“We can only anfwer as to the fact.— His travels,
his voyages, his vagabond kind of life, are known
to all the world. -To an unquiet and turbulent -
fpirit, he added a paffion for wandering: and
this paflion was not unaccompanied with its
peculiar advantages ;. for he was thus fuddenly
removed from his cenfors, his creditors, and
his enemies,

From Malta he paffed over to Naplcs, where
he remained for feveral months ; and he there
ance more found his advantage in pretending
to an extraordinary knowledge in the fcience
of chemiftry, and the myfteries of the cabala.

Among others, he got acquainted in that city
with a merchant and a prieft, who became both
cnamourcd of- hxs ptctcnded difcoveries. The

merchant
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merchant was rich; the monk governed him;
“and our adventurer perceiving it to be for his

intereft to-rule his new friend without the in<

convenience attendant upon a rival, attem'pted

to fupplant the boly fatlwr, and fucceeded ac-’

cordingly.

Having thus acquired.the undivided efteem
of this imple man, he found no great difficul-
ty m borrowing large fums from him, promif-
ing in return to make him acquainted with thofe
fciences which he digaified with the epithet of

Jublime. * At this period, in compliance with the
* defires of Lorenza, he invited his father-in-law,
and his wife’s brother, to Naples ; the latter of

whom he was prevailed upon to take under his
prote&ion. This young man was handfome, -
and had an engaging air: Balfamo therefore

formed the defign of matching him with a lady
poflefling fimilar qualities, that he might rear
her up in the fame manner as he had done
Lorenza, and acquire the fame advantages by

means of her beauty. He was well affured that, -

with two females fo excellently educated, he could
"not fail of procuring immenfe fums.
Accompanied: by his wife, and his brother-
in-law, he left Naples, and fet off for France.
Having arrived at Marfeilles, they determined
to remain in that city for fome time, Balfamo

Dy found
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found an opportunity,during his refidence there,
of gaining the confidenceof alady who, although
fhe was ald, had not as yet entirely abandoned
the idea of gallantry. Having perccived her
Joible, he determined not to let fuch an op-

portunity :cfcapc his vigilance; and whether
it was that the beldame became enamoured of

him, or that he feigned to be attached tq her,
it fo happened, that an intimacy and attach-
ment took place between them. He himfelf
has avowed, without any referve whatever, that

he reccived abundance of prefents from her, -

fome in money, and others in effets.

This lady, who had been formerly very hand-
fome, had a lover during her youth, who ftill
refided in her neighbourhood ; and, notwith-
ftanding his advanced age, exhibited fymptoms
of the ftrongeft jealoufy at her partiality for
Balfamo. The old lady was determined how-

ever to lofe neither of her adorers ; the one, be- -

- caufe he wasin the vigour of youth; the other,
becaufe he was exceffively wealthy., She ac-
ccordingly'fuggefted to the firft the means of

foftening the afperity of the fecond. The an- -

cient lover ftill felc all the ardour bf affetion
for his charmer ; but he perceived with horroz
that age had furrowed his chéck, and en-
fecbled his pleafures. Balfamo tqok advan-

tage
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tage of this, and promifed by means of a che-.
mical operation to reftore him to the full vi-
gour of youth and enjoyment; and as this de-
crepit gallant was feized with the mania of: dif-
covering the philofopher’s ftone, the pretended
philofopher had the moft ample opportunity of
deceiving him at his own eafe. He accordingly
made him acquainted with feveral operations
which he performed by means of his alembie,
- and amufed him, with the promife of difcover-
ing the fecret of making gold. In the mean
time, he extra&ted confiderable fums from him
~under pretence of purchafing the ingredients, =
which he pretended to be exceedingly expen-
five. ‘ _

While every thing went on in this profper.
ous manner, Balfamo did not lofe fight of the
proje& which he had formed in behalf of his
brother-in-law, He had introduced him as a
Roman cavalier, poffeffing a large fortune ; and
the better to fupport this importance, he had
clothed him in the moft fumptuous and extra.
vagant apparel. In the mean time, he himfelf
pafled for an officer of rank ; and always af-
" fetted to appear drefled in the Pruflian uni.
‘form, which Agliata had gualified him to wear,

All this deception was intended to bring

D4 _ about
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.about a match between the Roman cavalier
~ and one of the daughters of his female friend,

who was about eighteen years of age. He him-

felf accordingly demanded the young Jady in '

form from her mother, who was quite enchant-:
ed with the honour of an alliance with him,
'The marriage however did not take place, ow-

'ing to the obftinate refiftance of Lorenza and:

her brother. Jt-would be here unneceflary to
mention the brutality and cruel .treatment

which both of them affirm to have experiented

from Balfamo on account of this refufal ; the
truth. of their declaration is {ufficiently gua-
rantied by the tranfports of rage natural to a
man of his charaer, on fecing himfelf deprived
of fuch a fine opiportunity of acquiring wealth.

The time for accomplifhing the withes of the:
ad beau was now nearly elapfed, .and it became

neceflary to come to fome refolution how to att
‘upon the occafion. This was not difficule ;
Balfamo perfuaded him that he had juft re-

ceived intelligence that his father-in-law was
fuddenly feized with a dangerous malady at
Rome, and that it was abfolutely neceflary that
he fhouid immediately. repair to that capital,
This excufe alfo ferved for the enamoured lady =
and that he might proceed .with greater dili-
e v - genceg
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gence on his journey, and return with more
- celerity, they prefented him with, an excellent
-travelling carriage, and a large fum of money.
Having converted the carriage into dollars
3t Barcelona, Balfamo, with his wife and her
brother, pafled through Valencia, and arrived
at Alicant. M. Sachi, a furgeon, publithed a
letter at Strafbourg,.in 1782, in which he afferts
that lie entertained and attended on Caglioftro,
his wife, and brother-in-law, during their refi-
dence in Valencia, where he firft afflumed the
- name of Don Thifcio, wore the uniform of a
lieutenant, and pretended to be a native of Na-
- ples. He adds that, being driven from that city,
they departéd for Alicant, where Don Thifcio
experienced the moft humnhatmg reception.
" . In confequence of this, Balfamo proceeded
to.Cadiz, where he found another fanatic in the
myfteties of chemiftry. Having introduced
himfelf with his ufual effrontery to this new
dupe, he tricked him out of 2 bill of exchange
for oné thoufand crowns, under the ordinary
pretext of procuring the ingredients neceffary
for the compofition of the philofopher’s ftone,
Befides this, he received a prefent of a curious
gold repeater; and was adroit enough to make
blmfclf mafter of another, which thes unfufpi-
: "+ cious

[
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cious merchant took out of his cafket on pur-
pofe to thew him.
In the courfe of his interrogatories, he could
“npot deny part of thefe falts; but he affirmed
that he had received the watch, fome money,
and the moft hofpitable entertainment during all
the time he remained at Cadiz, as a reward
proceeding from the voluntary generofity of the
donor, on account of the valuable chemical fe-
crets which he had communicared to him. : |
Before his departure from that city he quar- o
relled with his brother-in-law, under pretence
that he had ftolen fome of his property ; and
dreading left his hoft fhould perceive his im-
'poﬁure, he and his wife foon after departed for
London. It was during his fecond refidence
in the capital .of England, that he got ac-
quainted with 2’ Mr. Sc——t and a Mrs.
F v, both of them additted to gambling in :
- . the lottery. He informed them that he poflfeffed |
the fcience of divination ; that he could prediék
with certainty the numbers that would be_deli-
vered daily from the wheel; and. that he pofs
fefled even the art of making gold #,
: . ‘ ~ .By

* Caglioftro, while in England, affirmed that he poffefi-
~ed an Egyptian MS, containing many curious cabaliftical
‘ : oycrationg.

B
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By thefe means he was enabled to procure
Jarge fums of money from thefe credulous peo-
ple; but as neither of them was enabled to
realize the promifes of Balfamo, they atlength
perceived the impofture whijch had been prac-

" tifed againft them, and made application to a

court of juftice for redrefs. In confequence of
this law-fuit he was frequently imprifoned#,
and

operations, by the aid of which he was able to ealculate
chances, and afcertain the numbers that would turn up in
the courfe of each day’s. drawing. It is pofitively aflerted
that he was lucky enough to announce the numbers 55 and
§7, during his refidence in Whitcomb-ftreet, in 1776, to the
perfons indicated above, by which they procured a very
Jarge fum of money. It has alfo been faid, that certaiz
people, not content with the ufufrud of his abilities, applied
to a perfon in the commiffion of the peacs for Weftminfter,
who adtually granted a warrant againft Caglioftro, on the
charge of witcheraft, and thus got pofleffion of the curious:
MS. which however they were incapable of ufing. T.

® It is well known that Caglioftro was confined for fome

"time in the King’s Bench. After regaining his liberty he

found himfelf arrefted fo often, that he at length actually
hired apartments in the houfe of Saunders, a theriff’s officer,
in Warwick-court, Gray’s inn. During this period he was
fo haraffed by the tricks of certain pettifoggers, who ima-
gined he poﬂeﬁ'ed immenfe wealth, that fome refpe&table
pcople interfered in his behalf, and moved the Court of
King’s Bench againit this confpnracy of the low retainers of

;h; law.
Among
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‘and was not liberated till after a very tcd:ous

and expenfive procefs. .
It wastin that metropolis, and about this'

~ wery time, that he began to conceive that pro-

je& which he afterwards carried into execution,
and which foon after made fuch a noife all over:

" Europe. Having for fome time affociated thh

the free mafons, and been, admitted into all
their lodges, he formed the defign of inftitut-
ing a new fe&;, of which we fhall hereafter give
a more ample detail : at prefent we fhall. con-

- fine ourfelves to thofe circumftances which are

neceffary to the knowledge of his hiftory.
Balfamo foon ‘percecived that he could not
difcover a better fource of impofture than.that
of a new fyftem of mafonry ; and that it might
have a more fure and more extenfive effe, he
was determined to give it all the charms of

novelty. He accordingly prefcribed rules,.

Among other law-fuits, he had 2 very remarkable one.
with a Mr. Scott and a Mifs Fry, that was referred to the-
arbitration of the late Mr, Howarth; in- confequence of
which that gentleman ordered a diamond necklace, bonght
at a pawnbroker’s in Princes-ftreet, and faid to have been

prefented to Madame Caglioftro on purpofe to propitiate the.

numerical fill of her -hufband, to be returned to the donor,

The Count was on this occaﬁon condemned to pay thc cofts
of fuit, T,

" 8 formed

~
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formed regulations, and .invented the neceflary
_ceremonies. It is difficult to determine to what
a length the blindnefs and folly of mankind
-may be carried ; it is fufficient here merely to
mention, that he confeflfed, during his interro-.
;gatories, that he procured a prodigious number
of difciples, all of whom acknowledged. him
as their chief and their mafter. This is the
origin of that celebrity which has made his
pame fo well known in every quarter of the
_ globe, and whxch has occafioned fo much con-
jeCture for a, number of years.

A lucky combination of circumftances tended
not a little to the accomplithment of his grand
obje& : his converfation, bis manner of living,
and his-appearance, all contributed to the pro-
‘pagation of his tenets.

About this time he adopted the name of Cag-
lioftro, .and afflumed the title of Count ; he was
alfo extremely ferupulous to conceal his’origin,

-his fituation, and.his age. To fome he affirmed
~ ‘that he was born before the deluge, and to

“others that he had aflifted at the marriage at
-Cana in Galilee. Sometimes he gave out that
he was born at Malta; and fometimes that he
was the fon of the grand mafter, by a princefs
of "Trebifonde. He fpoke of his travels, his

ftudies, his learning, in a manner at once em-
' ) ~ phatic

v
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phatic and fublime ®*, His converfation was
ufually replete with his travels in Arabia,
Egypt, and other diftant parts of the globe.
He would alfo frequently mention his difcove-
ries in regard to the pyramids, and the various
fecrets of nature of which he had obtained a
knowledge. '

He wauld fometimes preferve a myfterious

filence; and when his name or his condition was-

demanded, he would anfwer, ¢ I am what I
am ;” and after repeated requefts and fupplica-
tions he would at length condefcend to thew
his cypher, which was reprefented by the de-
vice of a ferpent pierced by an arsow, and bolding
an apple in its mouth.

We muft not here forget his pretcndcd ac-
quifitions in the fciences of chemiftry and me-
dicine, of which he boafted fo much, and which

* The Tranflator has learned from a perfon of diftinc-
tion, who was well acquainted with Caglioftro, that bis

converfation was only calculated to captivate the vulgar, -

" He generally fpoke in an evafive and ambiguous ftyle, and
affected to make all his re/ponfes with an oracular obfcurity.
His great art confifted in uttering certain vague and incom-
prehenfible fentences, fo that the imagination of his papils

, might interpret in their own manner whatever they could
not underftand, Reafon is clear and perfpicusus, but it has
no effe except an the minds of an enlightened few ; the

_jargon of impofture is always unintelligible, and on this very
account it exercxfes its cmpue over the multitude. T.

con-

’
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contributed not a little to the importance which
he affixed to his name and his perfon. The world
fwarms with fanatics who believe every thing in
regard to the firft of thefe arts#*: the defire of
becoming fuddenly rich by acquiring the fecret
of making gold, and of prolonging life by means
of the philofopher’s ftone ¢, flattered the avarice
and the felf-love of a prodigious number of
perfons. In regard to medicine, forrune was
_exceedingly favourable to him, and he actually
fucceeded in the cure of fome difeafes. But in
truth his knowledge did not furpafs that which
is acquired by every quack and nofirum-manger.
In fine, no perfon became rich by his means,
and yet he himfelf acquired immenfe fums
by his numerous impofitions. A liquor to
which he gave the appellation of Egyptian
wine, and a compofition which was called the
Reftorative Powders of Count Cagliofiro, wére . fome
wof the fecrets of which he boaftéd. But the
pomade for the complexion was the difcoveryon
which he piqued himfelf moft; knowing well -
that it was the fure means of acquiring the cre-

" * In Germany and Italy in particular.

4 The holy fathers here difcover their ignopance of al-
chemy, as it is the univerfal panacea which is to enfure the
continuance of exiltence by warding off the progrefs of dnfa
cafc. T.

die
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dit and the efteem of that half of the human
race which is defirous always to appear young
in the eyes of the other.

The train of fervants with which he was now
furrounded *, correfponded with his affected
confequence. When he travelled, he was al-
ways accompanied by a numerous fuite of cou-
riers, lacqueys, wvalets-de-chambre ; in fine, by
*domeftics of all kinds, who being well mounted
and clothed, gave an air of credibility to the
high birth of which he fo much boafted. The
liveries; which were made in Paris, coft twen=.
ty Jouis d’ors each. His apartments were fur-
nithed in the molt clegant and coftly ftyle;
a table magnificent in regard to its decorations
was of eafy accefs to his numerous guefts; and
the elegant and-éxpenfive clothes worn by him-
felf and his lady, correfpended to the luxury
that appeared every where around them.

His oftentatious generofity made a great
noife ; he often attended the poor gratis, -and
even prefentéd them with money. Several of
~his difeiples in mafonry, who carried their at-
tachment to a pitch little fhort of adoration,
* frequently offered him magnificent prefcnts,

- * This muft allude to the time when the Connt rdidcd
~ in Sloane ftreet, nghtfbudge T.

i)ut
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but he himfelf conftantly refufed therh: how-
cver he {o contrived it, that. he would fometimes
appear before his friends plunged in the moft
. profound melancholy ; and on their demanding
the reafon, the Countefs would call them afide,
‘and impart to them in confidence the. embar-
raflments of - her lord, either on account of the
delay of his remittances, a theft that had been
. juft committed upon his property, or fome
other accident of the like nature. She always
took care to conclude by obferving, that the
pride and delicacy of the Count, joined to
the defire which he entertained of doing all:
‘poflible good to the human race; without the
profpect of any return whatever, made him
conftantly refufe the affiftance of his' friends.
The pupils of Caglioftro becoming enrap- -
. tured at the difintereftednefs of their mafter,
~ were fure to open their purfes upop thefe
occafions ; conjuri'ng the lady at the fame
time to convey their prefents in fuch a manner
‘as fhould preclude the Count from &lubing at
the tribute which they paid to his extraordinary
talents. By means of thefe and other fimilar
deceptions, of which we fhall fpeak heréafter,
- he was enabled to procure whatcvcr money he
ftood in need of.
It was thus by means of mafonry, feconded
E ‘by
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by fome other lueky incidents, that this adves~
turer was enabled to procure a celebrity, of
which a parallel has not occurred in the hiftory
of impoftors. Who could imagine that a man of
-this defcription fhould have been received with
~ refpectin fome of the moft enlightened cities in
Europe ? That he fhould have been regarded
as a ftar propitious to the human race, as a new
prophet, and as a type and reprefentation of the
Divinity 2 That he fhould have approached
thrones? That haughty grandees fhould have
become his humble fuitors, and nobles paid
him the moft profound veneration ?

Thefe falts however cannot be denied. Suck
was the popular delufion, that in France, and
indeed in moft countries, his portrait and thas
of his wife were to be feen every where, on
fans, on rings, on fnuff-boxes, and on medal-
lions. His buft was cut in marble, caft in
bronze, and placed in the palaces of the nobi-
" lity. Even this was not fufficient;. for under

thefe appeared an infeription in letters of gold,

denoting them to reprefent the DIVINE CAG-
LIOSTRO.: ‘ '
Having inftituted a new fet of free mafons
in London, as we have already mentioned, he
departed for the Hague. There having, as.

ufual, propagated the rumour of his caba-
3 y ' lifticak
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littical difcoveries, he took advantage of the
avarice of a Dutchman, who was anxious to
increafe his fortune by means of the other’s
Ikill in prognoftication. Under this pretence
he cozened him out of a fum of from four to
five hundred crowns. The Dutchman, being in -
poffeflion of the pretended fecret, immediately
haftens to Bruflels, where the lottéry was about
to begin drawing ; and Caglioftro, profiting by
his abfence, takes an opportunity to leave the

‘Hague. He then paffed into Italy; and arriv-

ing at Venice, affumed the title of the Marquis
de Pellegrini. The difcovery of fome chemi-
cal fecrets gained him the confidence of a

merchant of that city, from whom he found

means to procure a thoufand fequins; affuring
him, with the moft bare-faced impudence, that

he would tedch him the art of making gold,

of changing hemp into filk, and of fixing mer-

cury. After this fraud, which could not fail of
being f{peedily difcovered, he faw the acceflity .
of quitting Venice, and even Italy.

Having returned into Germany, after refid-
ing for fome time in feveral different cities on
the Continent, he refolved to take up his abode
in Courland. At Mittau he attracted the at-
tention of feveral people of high rank, who
were led by his reputation, which now began

E2 to
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to be confpicuous, to regard him as an extraor«
dinary perfon., ¢ I did not fail,” faid he, im
the courfe of his interregateries, ¢ to fuftain
the charalter of the great perfonage which
they enabled me to affume ; and I was careful on.
this oceafion to conduét myfelf after the man~
ner of 2 man brought up in a court,” He now
received vifits from the grandees, and paid them
in return. A nmobleman having become ene
-amoured of Madam Caglioftro, fhe at firft ap-
peared.to be cruel ; but alchough the hufband,
ever fince the time that he began to acquire
celebrity by his fublime difcoveries in ma-
fonry, had fet an extraordimary value on the
Countefs, and endeavoured to make her ap-
. pear a refpeCtable woman, yet he could not
refrain from being tempted upon the prefent
occafion by the riches of .the lover. He ac-
cordingly perfuaded his wife to be favourable
to his paffion. ,

In the mean time Caglioftro, by means of his
mafonry, began to gaia an afcendency over the
minds of a great number of the nobility, and
fucceeded in infpiring the inhabitants of Cour-
land with an averfion to their fovereign. Their
attachment te his perfon was carried to fuch an
excefs, that he began to form a pasty in the
duchy, and had actually the ambition of afpis-

ing
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ing to the throne *, from whence they offered
to drive the prefent poffeflor. He pretends -
that he had virtue ‘enough to refift the tempta-
“tion, and that he refufed the proffered boon
from the refpe®t. due to fovereigns. - His
wife has affured us, that his refufal was pro-
duced by the refletion that his impoftures
would be foon difcovered. However that may
have been, this much is certain—that he did
not let this opportunity efcape of colleGting a
prodigious number of prefents, in gold, filver,
and money. Being in poffcflion of thefe riches, he.
defc Mittau, and repaired to St. Peterfburgh.
Aftcr a fhort refidence in that city+:, during’
which

* Does it not appear probable that “Caglioftro has here,
as well as in many other places, found means to impofe even
wpon the holy fathers themfelves ? Is it to be fuppofed that he
would have afpired to a fovereignty, of which Marfhal Saxe,
although feconded by one of the greagci.l princefles in Eu-
rope, could not procure the pofleffion ? or that the nobles of

.Courland would. have encircled the brow of an advemurcr

with the ducatcrown? T.
" 4 It has been afferted with fome degree of probability that
Caglioftro found but little encouragement for the difplay
of his genius in the frozen regions of the north. While on
the frontiers, he announced himfelf as a colonel in the fer-
vice of Spain; but the minifter of'that court protefted
,agamﬂ: his commiffion, ‘and obliged him to abdicate his mi-
. I-; 3 litary
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which he prattifed chemiftry and medicine, he
departed for Warfaw ; and, on his arrival there,
made ufe of all his artifice to deceive a prince
to whom he found means to be introduced.
Seduced by the tricks difplayed by Caglioftro
relative to his mafonry, which appeared to have
an intimate conneftion with magic, he ap-.
peared exceedingly defirous to acquire a know-
ledge of this fcience; and was anxious above all
things to obtain a devil from this pretended
magician, whom he might have always at his
command.

Caglioftro puffed him up a long time with
the expeation-of fulfilling this ridiculous pro~
mife, and attually procured prefents from him
- to the amount of feveral thoufand crowns.
The prince at-length perceiving that there was
no hope of retaining one of the infernal fpirits
in his fervice, wifed to make himfelf mafter of
the carthly affeftions of the Countcfé; but in
this too he was difappointed, as the lady pofi-
tively refufed to comply with his defires. Find-

litary rank. He was then under the neceffity of paffing for a
ftranger who had acquired uncommeon fkill in the fciences of
chemiftry and medicing. M. Rogerfon, firft phyfician ta
the Emprefs, at length unmatked the impoftor ; for the pre-
tended pupil of the fchool of Hermes eould not withftand
the arguments of the learned ftudent of Edinburgh, T.
ing
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ing himfelf thus balked in both his attempts, he
abandoned every other fentiment except that
of revenge; and intimidated our adventurer and
his wife in fuch a manner by his menaces, that .
they were obliged to reftore his prefeats, and
abandon Warfaw, :
They then took the road to Franckfort, and
after a fhort ftay there proceeded to Straf-
burg. The fabulous palladium was never re-
ceived with more reverence than they experi-
enced inthat city. "The reputatio'l)'of our hero
had preceded him; and he was loaded with
careffes, overwhelmed with applaufe, and.re-
ceived with every demonftration of joy. During
his refidence there he contrated 4 friendfhip
with a perfon of diftinction, and was vifited by
him with the ntmoft ceremony. In a fhort time
he acquired fuch a delpotic empire over the
mind of this illuftricus perfonage, that he be-
came his tyrant *: thus all his defigns were
cafily accomplifhed.
Caglioftro

..* The Italian editor has been careful to conceal the name of
this perfon, merely becaufe he is a dignitary of the church of
_Rome. We however have no fcruple to declare that it was
an archbifhop and a cardinal, a fecularand an ecclefiattical
prince ; in fine, Louis de Rohan, who at that time had the
fee of Strafburg committed to his pious fuperintendance.
Since that period, he has experienced the honour of being
suprifoned on fufpicion of being concered in the robbery of

' E4 . the
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' Caglioftrosufed to fay to his wife, ¢ T wifh to

get poffeflion of his head ; you muft take care-

of the remainder of his body.” The vi&im
readily fell into the double fnare which was
thus laid for him ; and it may be fairly faid that
* he was placed between two fires, in fuch a man-
ner that efcape was become impoffible. He
- accordingly lavithed immenfe fums upon this
wirtuous pair ; fome rich prefents fill remain, as
teltimonies of the generofity and magnificence
of the donor. '

To complete his folly, on the reprefentation
of Caglioftro he agreed to ere&t a fmall edifice,
in which he was to experience a phyfical rege-
neration, and to become young again, by his
wonderful operations. This was the funda-

mental impofture of his Egyptian mafonry

and the fum of twenty-thoufand francs was ac-

tually ‘paid him, on purpofe to accomphih the
undertaking.

_ Among other dupes, there was a certain lady
the famous diamond necklace, of being driven with ignominy
from his archbithopric, and of having affembled an army of
marauders cn the frontiers of France, with whom he has
more than once threatened to undertake a predatory expe-
dition againt a country, that by its late glorious revolution

has humbled the defpotifn of the nobles, and taught man to
refpect the dignity of man. T,

whao
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who made a journey to Strafburg, exprefsly for
the purpofe of adoring this new idol in perfon.
On this occafion, as on all others, where there
‘was an opportunity of ¢onverfing with the di-
wine man, {he experienced the wonderful effets
of his virtues, and foon after aCtually exhibited
the fruits of them. :

At length, however, he left Strajburg, laden
with an immenfe booty. - In a memorial which
he afterwards prefented to the parliament of
Paris, he pretends to have fet off with great
precipitation for Naples, on receiving intelli-
gence that one of his friends was on his death-
bed, and that he atually received his 1aft breath.
In his anfwer to the interrogatories before the
Inquifiton, he however afferted that he was
obliged to leave Strafburg od account of the
perfecutions which he experienced from the
phyficians of thart city.

This much is certain—that from Strafburg
he paficd into Italy, and vifited Naples. His.
ftay in that city was not long, as he remained
there no more than three months.

He withed to infinuate, during his examina-
tion, that he would not have departed fo fpeed-
ily, had it not been on account of the warm fo-
licitations which he reccived from the Count
de Vergennes, who preflfed him to return to

France,
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France. It would be doing an injury to the
memory of that illuftrious 'minifter to give the
leaft credit to this affertion ; befides, it does not
tally with what he himfelf acknowledged to the
parliament of Paris*, He at that time afferted
that he was induced to leave Naples from

#* The Tranflator will not vouch for the authenticity of
Caglioftro’s affertion concerning his correfpondence with the
Count de Vergennes while at Naples. This much, hawever,
is certain—that the original of the following letter, fuppofed
to be written while C. refided at Strafburg, was publithed
during the life of the minifter, and never publicly contra~
diGted, T. :

Tranflation of a letter from M. the Count de Fergennes, fecre
tary of fate for foreign affairs, to M. Gerrard of Straf-

burg.
Perfailles, 13th March, 1583.

¢ THE Count de Caglioftro is not perfonally known to me,
Sir ; but common report fpeaks fo loudly in his favour, ever
fince he fettled in your city, that humanity requires that
he fhould be treated with regard, and at leaft experience

tranquillity. The circumftance of his being a ftranger, added -

to the good which he is faid to have done, is a double title
to your proteftion, and that of the magiftrates over whom
you prefide, M. Caglioftro only entreats peace and fecurity ;
and thefe being infured by the laws of hofpitality, I am
fufficiently acquainted with your natural difpofition to know
that you will maintain him in the enjoyment of both, and of
all other advantages which he may perfonally deferve.
« I have the honeur to be, &c.
. (Signed) De Vereennes.”
~ the
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the jealoufy which he had raifed in the breafts of
the medical men of that city, on account of the
extraordinary cures which he had performed;
and that he had repaired from thehce to Bour-
deaux, with a defign of returning into England.
His wife however has contradi@ted both of
thefe affertions; and declared that the real mo-
tive of his departure was, becaufe he found that
country unfavourable to his fyftem of mafonry.
* Having thus taken the road towards France,
“he at length arrived at Bourdeaux, where he ex-
ercifed his two profeffions of medicine and ma-
fonry ; without, however, renouncing his old
habits of roguery and deception. It was about -
this period that he played off one of thofe tricks
for which he was fo famous ; the particulars of
* which are yet recounted with the utmoft refpet
by his deluded followers. -
" Having fallen into a dangerous bilious com-
- plaint, on account of the chagrin which he
had experienced at being forbid to enter the
houfe of a married lady whom he loved to
diftra&tion, he beheld his bed conftantly fur.
rounded by his pupils in Egyptian mafonry,
One day, pretending to awake from a profound
- lethargy, he informed them that he had had a
celeftial vifion. We fhall here mention the cir-
cumftances which hc then communicated, and

which
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~which he afterwards confeffed in the courfe of
his procefs. ) '

He informed them that he thought he was
feized by the neck by two perfons, who drag-
ged him by force into a fubterraneous building.
A door then opened of its own accord ; and he

was inftantly conveyed into a moft charming

apartment, which he compared to a royal faloon
magnificently illuminated, in which a grand
feftival was celebrating. All the affiftants were

clothed in white robes, which defcended to
their feet; and he recollected among them many -

of his difciples in mafonry who were no more.
He immediately thought that, being deli-
_vered from the evils of this world, he was at
-length arrived in Paradife. A long robe is
prefented to him, and a fword like to that
~ which is ufually placed in the hand of the ex-
~ terminating angel. He advances; and, dazzled
by the radiance around him, he proftrates him-
felf, and offers up his thanks to the Supreme
Being for having conferred fuch happinefs'upon
him.” But at this inftant he hears an unknown
voice exclaim—¢ Behold what thy recompence
fhall be; but, to acquire this, it is neceffary that
thou fhouldft ftilllabour.”—And thus his vifion
ended; which, if we are to believe himfelf, ferved
to ftrengthen him in his refolution of propagat-

ing
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ing his tenets with redoubled ardour : however,
if we are to give credit to his wife, this was no-
thing more than a fabulous nasration, which he
invented merely for the purpofe of confirminghis

pupils in their obedience, and of making them-
ftill more attached to the myfteries of his fyfe’

tem.

Whatever'might have.been the motives, the
effects were peculiarly advantageous ; as a wi-
dow lady of birth was fo- far feduced by this,
and fome other impofitions, that he found
means of tricking “her” out of five thoufand
crowns. ‘

From Bourdeaux he travelled to Lyons. The
foundation of a mother lodge in that latter city,
occupied his labours during three months. His
zeal for the propagation of his opinions, how-
ever, did not prevent him from raifing a contri-

bution of four or five hundred Jouis d'ors, under -

pretence of communicating fome chemical pre-- -

parations to his difciples. Thefe fecrets, as
ufual, confifted in the transformation of metals,
the compofition of gold, &c. &c. Some experi-

~ ments on mercury were however the fole proofs.
which he gave them of his proficiency in the

fcience of metallurgy ; and his difciples found
themfelves unable to perform thofe grand che-
.mical operations which he pretended to teach

- them,
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them. To prevent their reproaches, he fome-
times made ufe of one pretence, and fome-
times of another; but he generally had the
effrontery to affirm that their failure was
produced by their fins, their murmurs, and
their incredulity, Intoxicated as it were with
the magic ' of Lis Egyptian mafonry, they.
received the reproaches of their grand mafter
with the fame refpe@ as the refponfes of an
oracle, and became more and more entangled
in the labyrinth of abfurdiry.

At length behold him arrived at Paris, where
he foon became the object of general conver-
fation, regard, and efteem. We mean to fpeak
here only of the famous intrigue of the diamond
seckloce.  Amidft all that has been faid on this
fubje@ by the gazettes, and the hiftories of
the times, we fhall confine ourfelves to the re-
cital of a few facts which we are able to repeat
without the poffibility of being deceived.

It is difficult to decide whether, in this cele-
brated affair, Madame.de la Motte®, or the

Count

* To fuch as may not be acquainted with the hiftory of this
fingular character, it will be neceflary to recite a few partia
culars of her life. Her maiden name was Jeanne de Saint
Remy de Valois : fhe claims her defcent from Henry IV, of
whom ene of her female anceflors was the miftrefs, She

was
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Count Caglioftro, had the greatclt fhare of
glory. Itis certain, however, that both of them
acquired uncommon ec/at, and indeed attempta
ed to furpafs each other. We cannot affirm
that they acted in copcert on this memorable

_‘occafion ; we can however with fafety affert,
that Caglioftro was well acquainted with the de-
figns of this woman, fo wonderfully formed for

intrigue, and that he always kept his eye ftea~
dily fixed upon the famous necklace. He cer-
tainly perceived, and has indeed confefled in
his interrogatories, that bc was acquainted with

‘was born at Fontette, on the 22d of ]ulsr 1746 ; and, whea

marriageable, was united to Comte de la Moste. Having
found means, on account of her dirth, to be admitted to fome
degree of intimacy with the Queen of France, fhe is ac-
cufed of having proje&ted the plan of procuring the famous
diamond necklace by means of the agency of the Cardi«
nal de Rohan. - On the difcovery of that myfterious tranfe
adtion fhe was arrefted; and eommitted, on the agth of May
1786, tothe Baftille. She was afterwards removed to the
Salpetricre, a houfe of corretion for loofe women ; from
which having efcaped in a very extraordinary mammer, the
repaired to England, and publithed 2 Memoir, in which the
pretended to develope the whole of this intrigue.

Having contratted feveral debts, fhe is reported to have
broke her leg about three months fince, in attempting to ef~
cape from a fheriff’s officer ; and is actually faid to be at this
moment confined in the King’s Bench prifon, on account of
a trifling debt. 'F,

- : all

-

\
[
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all the mancguvres which fhe put in praltice to
accomplifh her criminal defigns. Let us not,
therefore, rob Caglioftro of the glory of having
employed the utmoft efforts of his genius in
profiting by her abilities.
The whole affair was at length difcovered.
He had forefeen this ; and wifhed to have evad-
ed the .inevitable confequences attendant on
detection : but it was now too late. The officers
of the fmlice were perfuaded, that without his ~
aid this piecé of roguery and deception could
never have been carried on ; and he was ar-
refted, and imprifoned in the Baftile. He, how
ever, did not lofe courage: he even found
means to corrupt his guards, and to,eftablifh a
correfpondence with the other prifoners who
were confined along with him. It was owing to
this that they were enabled to be uniform in
the an{wers which they gave in to the various
interrogatories to which they were obliged to
reply.
Caglioftro, who has recounted the whole of
the circumftances to us, has added, of his own -
accord, that he denied every thing to his judges
with the utmoft intrepidity ; and exhibited fuch
. & famenefs in his replies, that, on Madame de la

Motte’s being confronted with him, and find-
" ing herfelf unable to quath his evidence, fhe
. became



COUNT CAGLIOSTRO, 65

became fa furious, that fhe threw a candleftick
at his ‘head.ini the prefence. of .all his Judgess
By this means he was declared innocent. ..
'Our réaders. perhaps will not be difpleafed at
the narrative of his life, which he delivered to
the -judges .while imprifoned -in the _Baftile;
we fhall here recapitulate the particulars. He.
pretended that Altotas had aéted as a Mentor
to him, and thatin the &ift part of his life there
were fome particulars which had all .the air and
appearance of a fomance. He confeffed that he
‘'was unacquainted cicher with his parents-or his
country ; but-he imagined himfelf to be of an
illuftrious family, and fuppofed that he. was born
at Naples.. He afferted: that ac an age whea
he firft bécame confcious of his exiftence, he
found himfelf in the city of Medina, was .called
Acharat, and lived in the houfe of the- Muyfd
Salaahym. He was attended by two ;ennuchs,
and treated with the utmoft deference and re-
fpect.  Altotas was his governor; in fine, he
had the whole fuperintendance of his conduét.
This fage educated him in the principles of the
Chriftian seligion ; and informed him that his
parents, who were noble, profefled the fame
faith. He taught him botany and phyfic; he
_ inftru&led him ia a great number of the orien-
tal Janguages, and told him many fecrets. con-
F ' cerning
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ékrning the “pyraniids of Egypt, which are theé
gavfitaries of the moft-precious knowlcélge hpa
pcrtamrﬁg to thankindh - - - e

* B¢ 1eft Medina at ewelve years' of age, 'his
sbfence -being bittetly bewailed: by the. Mufti,
and hi¥ fteps condudted by Altoras. - They res
phiked -t Mécca; with the caraean; “and lodged
With" thes fherif, - The meeting of: this.prince
. an'ysuhg Achurat, 'forms an - epilode, worthy
bf the frage. - - Tk deanyy thd careflps, ' thie cen:
8ér- ¢thétions of ‘phremal affeition, revealed
thé ‘griiid niyftér§of tar illuftrions birth of
Whith < Balfamo "hdd’ always iboafted.. He re-
fMathedthree yedd Beloved und almok adored
BYitmEPrite s and then This young Trlema-
thus"departed in company with his Mentor for
$54¥pt:: "Nothing tould be mitore affeting than
e arewel - that téck place between Him. arid
e Mherif s Adieu, unfortunate fon of nature! were
e Tt words which this fovereign addreffed
8 hitn, “Aocharat nwatle'many imiportant difco-
v‘cr?es"?i Egypt; and thofe who - prefided over
the’ m‘yﬁerxes of "religion -conecaled none. of
ﬂferr Yfeétets from his enquities, - Tor fine, -in
‘the courfc ‘of - three years; he travelled ovér thie
prifcipal empires of Afia and Africa, F rem’
Rirddes e failed For Malta, where the rigorotis
o"bfcr’vé’ﬁcc of q’uarantme being difpeafed with,
vl hc




p——

COUNT CAGLIGSTRO. 6y

he was:regcived into efiei palace of thé grand
mafter, and. confided to the care of a chevaliet of’
high rank-and fimily.. Ax thar.period Alrotas.
having. thrown afide .his. muffulman’s. drefs,.
appeared a catholic, a prieft,.and.aknight of'
Malta; and. the youngiAichardt: was»at.the,
fame time declared. :Coont: Caglioftrv..: - Hes
now acquired the friendfhip of -feweral perfans:
of diftinctior, and- had the honour of: beigg. in-.
troduced 'to the ‘moftriltuftrious: fodieties. ..At.
length Alcotds dicd in the arms of his pupil ;.

‘imparting;- in his laft ‘momerits,. thie moft im-

portady -intelligence. td him . concerhing - the;
kingdom:'of . Trebifonde, of: which:be:had be--
fore -héard from- the-:black: eunuch who  had,
watched quer his infancy ; and-alfo from the:
grand ‘tafter, who had fpoken to him many
times about the fherif of Mecca. In fine, Cag-

lioftro, ‘after ;haviig vilited Sicily and Naples,

in company with a knight of Malta, togk ;lpgvc
of his, mmpamon in that. city, | and. re;wud,to

Rome. . - JAPIVS R S TR
His defcnders, during His mprxfonmeﬁc in
the Baftille, prmted and circulated this marvel-
lous™ hiffoiy.”” The® ce]cbratcd ‘memorial pre-
fented in his favour, tg_the. court bcforc whoxp
hc was tried, had his . portrait ﬁnely engraved
Fa2 in



68 . THE LIFZ OF

in the ticle page#; while a thoufand - particulars
of his. fabulous life, reprefented by appofite
fymbols, furrounded it.. The advocates of Ma-
dame de:1a- Motte, on. the other hand, endea-
voured: to.pull.off the. maftk from this .hypo-
crite,“by-de{cribing lim- as an ignorant impof-
tot, a mifcteant, & forcerer, and, in a word, as
a ‘bero. in: villainy. - They recapitulated his
crimes, they adduced witnefles to prove his tur-
pitude;- and, by way of peroration, compared
him to the celebrated imipoftor Jofeph Borri,
who debauched thoufands by his herefics, ‘re-
ctived - almoft. .divine honours at Strafburg,
wase tried -at' Rome: before the Inquifition, by
which he was forced ‘publicly to abjure his er-
nm, and at length died in prifon in 1695+
Dunng

' > The following verfes were chofen as a motto, cnd
pdaced begeath :
¢¢ De I'ami dcs humains reconnoiffez les traits.”
 Tousfes jours font marqués par de nouveaux hcnfam,
¢ 11 prolonge la vie, il fecourt 1’indigence ;
: ‘Le plaifir d’étre utile eft feul fa recompente.”
T.
Jofeph ‘Francis Bom, a chemift, an herefiarch, a phyfi-
cian, and a prophct, was born at Milan, about the beginning
oﬁhe 17th century.  Afiter receiving a good education in his
pative cmy, he wbnt to Rome, and finithed his tudies under the
. . © Jeluis,
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During his trial before the Apoftolic:Chamber,

. Caglioftro’ could not dcn'y the numeroifs t‘alfc-

}efmts, wh9 admired hx}p as ,a prodsgy on. aemnnt of hns
extraordinary capacny - Like Caghoﬁro, he apphed him-
felf to chemiftry, and like him! is faid to ‘have made forie
difcoveries in that fcience.’ Hls life tob, whicht-was-not the
moft pure, feems to be anotber feature in which he refembled
the Count. - A

It ig.very, rcmarl;ablc xhat cackof thcfe ﬁ;}ﬂ.xla.p men was
particularly favpured at Strafburg; that both were tried
by the Inguifition, and both recéived fentence of impx‘iféh-
ment for fife. - :

Borri s faid-to have-trickad: QvemChnﬁmz 9f chden, -

and the K.mg of Denmark, out of large fums of money, under
pretence of imparting to them ghe difcovery of the p'hnlofo~
pher’s ﬁone Havmg fled into Hung,ary, he wan feized by

- order of the Emperor, andl delivered i up to the Pope s nun-
cio, who' fent’ 'him te" Rovhe, from - ‘wheBcE Hé' never:re-

turnéd'; baving been:thutug, &8 Ocbober. 1673, ip, the saftle
of St.Anpclo, in whicl feteeforha died in 2695, ... .- -

Xt is.confidently aflerted, that the Duke dl?jq:cc,,_ having
heen given over by his phyficians, prcvaxlcd upon his Hoh-
nefs to permit Borri to prefcr'Bc to him ; and that he was fo
fuccefsful in his appl’iatiom, that he a%wdlly reftored it
nitilediEnto health, ! rwho! in remm procuried his", transfer
frem; the dungeons of the Inq\uﬁnon to the fortrefs in which
he. dncd .

The pretended dnfcovenes of ﬁns extraordma;y chara&or
are ¢ontamed in a book W wntten by him, intitled, * La Chiave
del Gabmctro,” a duodccuno volume, printed in 168+;

-which has'fince -ferved as the foundation of the. .celehrated

mmasce called the Conps de Gabahs,-—});&nop. Hiftorique

dpl’Abbc I’Advocat. T.
F3 hood,s.

- s
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. hoods. whish he had utsered in the comfs of his
£xaminagion . at thc‘Baﬁlll.;,, and in_the many
declarations which he had made refpe&ing his
bxrth hisrank, dud his” travcls, and & aﬂhred
us. tbat vaiiity ,was . the Jole “motive tbat in-
d,ucc;l .b.up. ") l;av9 r;q:pur{q to thcf; 1mpof
sures. - A PRI .

It muﬂ: here be obfcrvcd that, in. iookmg
ovcr lus pa ers;a fiall'book was’ dll’dovcred
vmttqp e'iiii"rqu \}vith Tﬁs”owq ﬁand contammg
an abridgment of his life founded -Npon this
Ayftedh of invpoftusey Ad-chis hel cohle fed-was
‘cOmMpSTEd ‘with-an Miedtiod of ferving- As'mas
) t:rxa's f’or a‘lix’ger K1l ory',' ‘which "he
io conqdq .on th‘e ﬁupq 'Plah. Evcn ln the

6ousfs., of b;&.mtctr?smr!m hedid ngs. fail.

-of.beingi Galbfaizhéul) s his .charader, -and: srue
to his attaxdvment .to iwhavever. was mazobliius.
MWhen“t rtﬂ@d“f(or cvn&cnce' arid- proofs of Ris

lul"."

aflertions,’ ﬁnd" ing . it qhﬁicult to uphold thc
,{tpty wh;{:h;h,g had f,@br}cuatcd in France, hc

. xendeavoureduso impefe: upen his judges by

‘means of 2 ieW imfpoftare; for-he audlly pre-
tended to us to be fprung from Charles -Mar-
tel, the. (tock ﬁom whxch “the. fbvcrelgns of t'he
Carlovugg)‘an race p,rc dg[gwglcd I;,l.s rashgr

furptifing that be thauld-not ssentianany thing-

of this while'in France, as. this mvcnwiba ight
A RNy | md‘an

~ 73
-
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bave been; of more -advaptags to him;.ip, ithat
than in.any.other covatry ;. hoyvcvcr, when the:
commifionery. of, the, Roman, poptiff. délired,
him s maks, out, his genealogy, aod.adduce
proofs of his auguft birgh, tl},xs grofs dqg;aqon
became.: mﬁantly appaRenfy. .

In ﬁqq, nejther  the, x,wonciy -of his. m)ppf-
tures, the, fhare which he had, in thc mmgu;hgf
the d;amqnd pecklace, npx ths. proofs,brqug&&
forwazd by .his adverfarlcs, prevented one- qf
thg priegipal. mbunals of Frauce from dccl;xr%
hxm innocgnf. ;:bera,:cd frem prifon, his 4g-

_hveranca was announced by, his, d'fc}p}qowm
marks of sthe. mgft cxtraordxqax:y oy Exfbin
vals,, hal,ls., ;;llqmmauons,,fncceeﬁcd shig; hap Rk,
gyept : but their triumph was of fhort duration;
for on the day after he received an order from

- the King, by whivhrhe wawoammandedtad€are

Paris id swcmy-fbur hours; ‘4nd the kimgdow: fr#s

three weqks Tn confc&ucx?ci)e o{ t'hls 3&%&}0‘&5

event he-gerifes.fa the village o Pafly, which ig,;
about a league diftant from Paris. TIn.thaty
place thesfanaticifm ‘of “his -foliowers was- cofr-

fpicuoufly difjsthied ;" for' hiewhs-there vifitdd?

oD 13%

by feverat” per{‘ons of dlﬂmé'txon, and by a
prodigious.multitude of is-partifaps, who tof
tified ‘the “sheft ~profounsk: venesation for himn’
Among thefe were certain ladies of galtahivys -
F4 and

LT
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and pai'ticularly a native of St. Domingo, who
being extremely ugly, prefented him with a fum
of money in return for a compofition that was

to make her as young and as beautiful 4s Hebe.’
'Having repaired ‘to London, he refolved to
keep his word with his difciples, to whom he
had promifed that he fhould publith a-memorial
againft the minifters’ and the court'of ‘France.
He accordingly commenced his ¢ career by com-
plammg to the king’ agamﬁ two of his’ ‘officers,’
one “of “whém wis the commiffary Chenon,
and the other the Marquis de Launay %, gover-
tior of the Battille, accufing them of having
enibezzled a large fum ‘of money;: and feveral:
nluable c&'e&s, durmg hls 1mpnfonmcntvf~
' ' ST h%:"

. 9. This nobleman, who.onght, on account. of lmmleky
aod rapacity, to have been fentenced to. death, by the ordi-
pary proccfs of a court of Ju(hce, has fince experienced a

_ fate whlch he fo Juﬁly deferved, by means of the irregular
{ justice’ of the populace, wha cut ol!‘ hu head forﬂnng on the
' mi-t e To - v . et
+ _The following. is' the mventory of the ptopeny whufh
[ Caglioftro pretends to bavg left in his byreau; oy ;his being
carried. to the Baftille, and whlch we bere lay bcfore our _
readers :
1, In the-upper part- fiftcen rouleaus, ‘&mtnimﬁg fifty.
~ donble louis d'ors: uch; the.. whole - bcmp kalod by the.
Colnu amms. . .
“s A

‘r~ ) ' e ’,-
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The nufherous memoirs publithed in the courfe
of:this ‘affair tend to prove. the : fafehood- of
Caglioftro’s ‘aceafutidti; untruths- heaped  upon
untruths fill all 'his -charges. - He:offered o -
adduce his wife’s oath in proof of his affértions;;
and with the very famé breath he difavowed her
fignature, afferting that the had neverdearned tor
write -and alleging,- in confirmation of this,
that ‘the Roman-ladies were nevér inftruéted in
this part of-education, for fear left they fhould
thus be induced to engage in an amorous cops
refpondence. - - .. o i

»This affair was: st leng::h camcd before tho-
council, where-the ‘calumny of. the accufer wad
fully ‘proved. - -Imptefled with:iche: defire .of
preventing:fimalar: accufations, : the-‘moft parti«
cular cave was raken, on the firft moment of his
mmprifonment at Rome; ta make. him. draw up
an exa& ‘and faithful inventary of all the ar-

. ticles.which.he had left_ip. his- apartmoents, o

kad sbout hu‘perfm at the sfoment whcn he

kb4

82, A money bag containing one thoufand two hun- .
dted andthmy-three Roman and Venctnan fcgums """" .
Tae g, Twenty fourSpaulh double doublobm, fealed with
his feal.’ ot
“4. Two pomthlwc,_one of which contained forty-
feven bills, belonging to the Caiffe d’Edcompte, of one thou-

fand livres each.” - T.

’ .

was
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was arrefted, "This inventary was produced b

fore the commmiffionsrs whe examined hirp,: and -

was found-axady:to-corefpind with the Jifb
of his effhéts, Whmh ncrt-cardfdlly dcpoﬁwl iny
prqxrlﬁnds chiol i

- In the mean time. Caghoﬁro s haucd feemcd

tor increafe: dajly: againtt abe. conrt; of  Franee,
He drew vp the . plan of; a. fedisions. lester ,ad-
drefled .to’the French natjon, ‘exoiting them to,
jebel ‘againtti:the royal, authority, and the Gyf-
temyof goverament then prahast: s Fhis-palis:
tical tra& was fent to one of his pupils at Pacis,
who having /decked. it ont ins all the heautie€ of
banguage, - and'the embollifhadenss-aftyloses
donvayed it.eehiim.im Landon; whesigy upgn afs
amingtionyirwas. found - toeontsm Tomany.ex-
pieflions calculatod ta fedoce:the mukiwgdezshd
produoe a: rubal:, that" a -printen; - to -whorshe.
applied, ‘at “firft-refufed. the. uf® &F. hwpufm.
The Count, however; determimed:taipubliflvits
#hd this very letter; havingsheen afrotisands
tranflated into feveral of the modern languages,
made a’ greac noife’it moft'sf eiﬁc’kmgdoms of

"Eprqpe.  His, lnterar,y cpl;ls’ét ,gpdc;;,t }lavmg"

foon after joined him in London, he exhgsted.:
him to ‘demonélirate she-necefity-of degire(fimg
thie'toyal antRSrRY in ‘Frandes’ and afféreed’ thart

xt became him, and the reft of this difcrpleé, to
avcnge
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avepge the. injyrics.whish be had experienced,
in the fame manner as the Knights Temy -
Rlars ,bad senepged the, death of ,thci.r,lsrehd
mﬁ@&'! s sy I IV

. Jumay be-here nesaflary. ta obrem, g;bat i8
h;s Lettex t9 the,Rranch-Natiop, writien ind onr
don:pathe goth of June 4986, he feems.slearly
tapredify the approsghing revolution jn Fraace;

for hepraphefigs that;.the Bagille. fhall.be

deftroyed, .and .became 3. public. walk ;) he
BRNPWICES,.; thas ,_<¢.8.. phince - fha]l, seign. in
Krance, who, will .aholifh Zesfres de.cachet, .cane
ypke sHe, Gates-general, and.  reseflaplifh, she
P rehgion” It s pifarsariain., shaky presinme
t9-. his . detavtion -85 Bames- he: drovi yp-idod
tranfmltipd 3 petitiomig.she . fiates-peneral; in
whiclibe,flisits his rarusn oo Pariss ang afiess,
amonggnsbichi shings,  thavd :ha hed by Jais Jas

 bowrs:gopsrigused navaicn to-the Eprrsigs -of

F“'ﬁneﬁﬂ I >0 3 R} :',-"‘ 3" . ‘}f‘-. 4oy

-» It wasiduring his thisdwvific tmEmglanﬂ that
the mamarsble: difpute pgouzred-hetvoens him
ard. ofip, oft the Faglifi/naws.writers®, - and

nOuBIGE o bt cnsmiy bal sl aig o

* Tt was with M, de Mo ngebﬁicg ed{}gr of the Cayrier

..........

. de I’E:sro‘oe, and now puBh{her of zdrgu: Pamote, that

Caglioftre’citited on's paper w4r: “wiliehteertf ar'fdhdhh to
have occafioned his departure from the metropolis of Eng-
laﬂd T . T . 1:‘ '1‘

- which
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which was occafioned by the followmg circum-
ftance. = v

Among the number- of ridiculots mcdico-
chemical ftories which he propagated, that-con-
cerning pork was not the“lealt extradrdidary.
He once affirmed, in-the'midft of a moft refpec-
table comnpany, that the inhabirants of Medina,
on'purpofe to deliver themfelves from the lions,
tigéts,-and - other wild beafts -with which that
country was infefled, were a¢cuftomed to fat-
ten-hogs by means of arfenic, and then todrive
thém - into the forefts, whére they were de-
vouréd"bj’-‘théfc feroctous animals,; who ‘were
inftantly poifoned by this: fpeciés of foed.* The
politician'*  immediately publifhed this- ftory,
.and‘imade his own comments upon'it. 'Cag-
lioftfo” Was fo enraged- acv this - circumftance,
that he fent him a new kind of chalfenge; for
he give him an invitation, on the 3¢ of Sep-
tember 1786, to partake of a meal onr the
gth of November.. following, -which-was. to
confift of a fucking pig, fattcned after the mans<
ner made ufe of at Medina ; and he offered to
bet five thoufand guincas that his antagomﬁ:
fhould not furvive the entertainment.

Thxs invitation was howcvcr dcchncd by his

e ( b ul I U i
* M. dc Morandc. L P
wary
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" wary a&berfa‘ry, who took fuch effeétual means

to ¢xpofe the chara&ter of the Count, that he
was furrounded by a crowd of dupes and cre-

“ditors, and ‘at length obliged to fly from Lon-

don, left he fhould be once more xmmured m
agaok. - . -
Caglioftro- accordmgly lcfc his wife bchmd
hiny; and croffingthe Englith Channel, travelled .
through France. Having arrived in Switzer-
land, he took up his abode in the city of Bafil.
In the mean time Lorenza being harafled and
tormented by the fuggeftions of her confcience,
which reproached her with the many fins (he
hid committed, communicated the irreligious

" life and cnmmal a&ions of her hufband to feve-

ral perfons The moment that he underftood
this, he immediately fent for her # ;and’ oblig-
ed her to make a declaration beforc a magif-
trate at Bienne, by which the difavowed her
former confeffion, and folemnly depofed that
her hufband had ‘always been an honeft man,
and a very good catholic.

© After ftaying feveral months at Bienne, he
vifited Aix in Savoy, on purpofe that his wife

~ * Madame Caglioftro is faid to have fet out fo'r Switzer-
land in company with Mr. nd Mrs De L, T.

- might
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might ufe the baths of that- placc, and,frpm
thence . he repaired to Turin., :

. Scarce had he fet his foog in that cwy, whcn,
it wab ingimated to him, by an order from the

kihg, that. he muft depary immediawly. : He
then ftopped for fome time at Roveredo :, but
Be did-not. experience a better - fate therez for
the late Emperor Jofeph 1. in-a (hort timg pro-
hibited him from exercifing the. profeffion. of

phyfic, to-which- he had now entirely- dcvoted.

himfelf,; . Is.being then neceffary that he thould:

quit this city alfo, be retired to Trent: and.

foon after a listle,book was publithed, intitled,
«¢ Liber Memorialis de Caleoftro dum  effet
Roboretti;” in which an ample detail was.given
/of the. cheats, rogueries, and impoftures prac-,
tifed by him during his, refidence there, , This.

work would ;merig perufal,.were it not that thc :

author had amxtated the ftyle and cxprcf-
fions of the mfplrccl writers: a circumftance
which eccafioned thxs produé’tlon to bc termed
by many readers, ¢¢ the Evangch{’cs of the Couut
de Caglioftro.”, It is neceflary for thofe who may
beve read if to know_, that this very Caglxoﬁm,
in the courfe of his anfwers before the Inqui-
fition, has. been forced - to acknowlcdgc the

- truth of the . affertions .contained in. this cele-

a2 . brated
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bratéd publicationy and to whid:lie: could enly

‘ebjé& the fatirieal and-biting: ’ckpreﬁioxis with

which it abounded. ISP )
* Pire Coum. had:*hopes - of cktramchnary ﬁlc-
cefeildt Prent,} by mesns of his mafonty., He

* atcemyphed. to makerprofelytes, - but in vain—

thanks toc the .. watdhful’. gare ‘of:.the . Prince
Bithop, to whofe court.-he: procured accefs .by

. means ‘of.his . boafted difcoveries«in phyfic -and

elemiftey, 13t became at length.necefary that
he .fhould look vto his: interefts, ‘and find out -
anocher. country, wherd bt might-be.more likes
ly to.augment his revenues; which bad- no othet
fource fexcept his. impoftifres. . At that- period
W was' fo diftrefied for: moneyy that he .was .
oblfgcd to pawn 2 dthond «of. . confiderabld
value. i ¢ .. . L e S
“But.in- what comtry could he: find afctrcat?
Thcm was now no perfon but-iwho, éither by -
petonal knowledge, or by the relation of others,
w35 acquainted: with him, and well’knew how
to appreciate his worth.. From Palermo, France,
8ardinia.-he had already ‘been banithed by the
exprefs orders of .the .foversign ; and in other
kingdoms the memory of his' impoftures was
ftill freth on the minds-of the inhabitants.
*'Thofe who had been dupcd and cheated by

hxm (and they were many in number, and feat-

tered
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tered over all parts of the: world) would haye
_inftantly torn-him to pieces had shey gor him
into their hands.

Perhaps he defigned to return into Germuny 3
but at that very moment the Prince” Bithop
of Trent received a letter, in which he was
given to underftand, that the Emperor was very
forry that he had admitted fuch a notorious
charalter into his ftates: -this circumftance,
which was made known to Caglioftro, was fuf-
ficient to prevent him from revifiting any. of the
Imperial dominions. What country then could
he rranfport himfelf to? In this dilémma, his
thoughts were naturally turned towards Rome 3
there he was not afraid of being punithed for
his former crimes ; as he hoped that, after fo
many years, they might be forgotten : befides;
the metamorphofis of Jofeph Balfamo. into
Count Caglioftro, would contribute not a litsle
to the oblivion of his mifdeeds. Notwithftand-
ing this, he ftill dreaded let he fhould expe-
rience, in the vigilant folicitude of the virtuous
and amiable prince * who now goveras us, fuf<.
ficient caufe for terror and difmay.

~ * Pope Pius VI. whofe name is terrific no where but
within the narrow and reftrited territory Which the policy
of the European princes fill permits him to<ajoy. T.
: " In
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In the mid® of thls perplexity, his wife, who
ardently defired to return into the bolom of
. her family and her coungry; did all in her power -
to influence her hufband to revifit her native
city: ‘She was ftill more:incited to this, by the
defire of abandoning a kind of life, of which
the light of religion, which was not yet totally
extin in her; made her frequently perceive all
the horrors, and infpired her with the -well<
founded dread of meeting an untimely end.

During the number of years that fhe had
been married, fhe had always lived in the moft
deplorable fituation ; being forced either to
commit guilt, or expofe- herfelf to the moft
cruel outrages from her hufband, when fhe
fthewed: any averfion to a complnancc with his
criminal infinuations. .

Lorenza accordingly boafted of the advan-
tages which would affuredly accrue to him by his
returnto Rome ; and fhe was particularly anxious
%0 inculcate this idea into'the minds of fotne of
the principal- courtiers of the’ Prince Bifhop,
who lived in a clofe intimacy with Caglioftro.
.Their opinions at length determined him, and
he became anxious to receive recommen-
dations to fome people of diftin&ion. " To
procure the patronage of the Bifhop, he had
:ccourfc to bigotry itfelf ; he feigned to repent

. G of
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of his thafonty, went and threw himfelf at the
feew: of a confeffor, and affefted to exhibit the
moft ardent defire to re-enter the bofom of the

~ehurch, and to veconcite himftlf to the court of
‘Rome, . The good prieft, raadily believing all
- that -he had uttered, intimates the repentance of

Caglioftra to the prince, and even engages

~ bis highnefs to-give him thofe recommendmons

which he defired. :

Scarce, however, had he ;ewmed from con-
fefion,” but' he exclaimed, in prefence of his
wife, -« How finely I have guﬂcd this holy fa-
thrf” B -

- She_has a&ually. fwom to the truth of thm
citcumfBance ; and the papers which have been
foynd upon him, as well as his vniform courfe
of life, evidently demonflrate that fhe depof-
ed-t6- nothing mote than the truth. -He not
only preferved. in his heart an attachment for
mafopry; but, doring that very period, be
fhill continued.te write:to his difciples wpon the
affairs,. and in the: ftyle and awanner, af a free

- mafon; npy, he even ceﬂtmuedtovpu&rfc thae

art, as we fhall fae afserwazds.

- Having arrived.at Rome, in company with
khis wife, at the end of the month of May, =
the year 1789, he remained for fome.time in a
fornithed i-odgmg, in; the &reda & Efpagia, and

* afterwards

N
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‘afterwards took a houfe fityate near the palace
of Farmife. At this period he Jived with extra-
ordmary cxrcumfpe&non ; but 1nﬁdchty anci
lmpo{’cure had become fo mnmatcly mter-
woven with hls chara&er, that he found it xm;

ffible to reﬁ& the temptations whu:h they con-
tinually held forth. We fhall fpea.k clfcwhercv
of the different myﬁen,cs of mafonry ‘which he
practifed at Rome we fhall orily obferve here,
that he oftcn recap:tulated the c1rcumﬁ:ances a.t-
tcndant on his pretended ongm, his, trave]s
his fcientific acquirements ; and that hc even
attempted fome cures, which however were not
attended with fuccefs. s

Havmg undertaken to gwc medical rc,hcf to
a forelgn lady afflicted with fome wounds in hc;
legs, he prefented her with a platter which
had nearly produced a ganorcne he prcfcn,bcd
fome chemical preparations to a woman
rank, on purpofe to produce fccundlty, hl.’lit
Ihe is ftill barren: a pcrfon labourmg undcr an
indigeftion applied to him fqr relief; but. thc
pills which he fent had fo ictle efﬁcacy, thathc
1s aﬁh&ed at gh;s very day w1th thc fpmc dxﬁ-
ordcr. )
" So bad ; Was hxs private. hﬁ:, ﬂxat he camc’a
on a Gnmmal mtcrcourfc wuh a hd(y who haid

i

------

z conccxvcd
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conceived a reciprocal attachment to him :
they exchanged rings together, and even
plighted their #roth, as is cultomary during the
nuptial ceremony. Befides this, he often at.
tcmpted to feduce a young woman who waited
upon his wife; but from her virtue he always
' cxpencnccd the mortification of a refufal.

~ As thefe intrigues did not fill his purfe, Cag-
Yioftro foon found himfelf in the” moft deplor-
able diftrefs for want of money ; and was ac-
cordingly obliged to pawn’ his chcIs, to raxfc
the fums ncccﬁ'ary for his expences.

He perceived that, in thi$ city, many were
eager to ftudy his chara&ter ; that few were dif-
pofcd to believe his impoftures ; and that no
perfon was defirous of fupplying his wants.

The recolle&ionof his fins, and more efpe-
.cxéle thofe which he had committed againft our
holy rehglon, like a gnawing worm, preyed.upon
1'us confcxence without ceafing. - All thefe cir-

cumﬁanccs ftrongly operated on his mind, and

.a: lcngth made him dctermmc to change his

afylum *

"~ He thought "that the ﬁtuatlon of affairs in

Jrance was fuch as to give | "him hopes | of a re-

,treat in that country. Hc accordingly fent a

: ,petmon to the’ ﬁates gcncral ‘Yequetting per-
: miffion
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miffion to return to that kingdom ; and he ac-
. companied this requeft with a numbcr of docu-
_ments, certificates, &c,

In the mean time he received intimation of
the profecution intended to be commenced
againft him ; a fhort time after, the fame per-
fon who acted the dithonourable part of being
a {py to a criminal like him, gave him freth
ingimations of his danger.

. Notwithftanding thefe warnings, Caglioftro
never dreamed of flying ; nay, he did not even
deftroy thofe numerous papers which have -
fince ferved as vouchers of his crimes, and
have furnithed the moft ample proofs of his
complicated guilt. : ’
+ At length he was arrefted during the evening
of the 27th of December 1789; and, after ap
exa& inventory of his moveables, they were -
Sealed up; after which Caglioftro was conduted
%o the caftle of St. Angele,

G3 . CHAP-
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CHAPTER ' I

bridgment of 1be Bliftiry of thé Free Mafons, with
a particular Accouni of Egyptian Mafonry.
(o P 4

ITHERTO we have only treated of
I- the private life of Chglioﬁro; but, hav-
g conduted him through fuch a fcene of inie
quitics to the caftle of St. Angelo, we fhall
row confider his charaler as an.infidel and a
free mafon, before we proceed to give an'at-
. cquat of his trial and condemnation. In this
part of his hiftory, his magical operations exhi-
bit an ample field for fpeculation ; but it is firft
neceffary that we fthould fay fomething of ma-
fonry in general, and of Egyptian mafonry in
particular, ' ‘ N
The free mafons conlift of an immenfe num-
ber of individuals, who meet together at ftated
periods; and in certain determinate places, "
which they term Lodges. The book of their fta-
tutes, printed by Williang Hunter, waspublifhed
for
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. ¥or t!:'é firft. time at Londen in 1723 by this.it
- appears that in that city and its environs there

were then twenty focieties, each of which had
its mafter, and fent a deputy every year to a
general affembly, held on purpofe to nominate
2 grand matfter, to whom they were all fubject.

The direftors of this inftitution have always
been uncommonly anxious to hide the trye ori-

* gin of their fe®, and to conceal their regula~

tions bencath a myfterious jargon, {o as'to pre-
-vent their ebject and their intentions from
being difeovered. In-the book already quoted,
it is afferted that their meetings are intended .
to reftore the glory of architectuse, and the
mechanical art of mafonry. On this account
they date their hiftory from Adam, whom God,
the grand architeét of the univerfe,.created after
his own image. Mofes and Solomon were, ac~
cording to them, grand mafters of the orders.
and the hiftory of their art is carried down in
this manner from age to age, and from nation
to nation, particularizing all thofe great princes
who have loved and patronifed archite&ture.

In other works publifhed in defence of this
fe&, their origin is adduced from a remnant

of the Templars who took refuge in Scotland ;

and who, being ofien obliged to mingleamong

the infidels during the crufades, found it con-

G 4 . venieng
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vcmcnt to recognize each other by means of
certain figns. Some affirm that Thomas Cran-
mer, an apoftate bifbop; and favourite of Anng
Bullen, was the founder of this order; others
attribute its origin to Oliver Cromwell, whom
tbcy call the famous -deliverer of the peoplc
and othets, to King #&rthur ¥,

Adopting allegorical expreffions whlch havc
a reference to the mechanic arts, they are die
vided into apprcncices, journeymen, and mafc
“ters; and they are able to difcoyer each other
by touching the hand, and by pronouncing cer-
tain words fyllable by fyllable. Every clafs has
its own particular figns and tokens, and evéry
lodge its own particular diftingnithing charac-

teriftics. Their ceremonies abound with many.

ridiculous and even - fuperftitious' rites; bug
_ what is chiefly to be blamed is, the abufe which
they make of every thing facred. It is neceffary
to remark three things here: the firft is, the
obligation which every member contraéts ta
maintain a profound and an inviolablc fccrecy 5

. % The holy father feems to be but little acquainted mth

elthcr the hiftory or myﬁcne: of free mafonry.

In this paragraph we find a new charge adduced againft

Cranmer, and a new virtue attributed to Oliver Cromwell

for we learn that the one was a frce mafon, and the othct .

3 patnot' T. .
anq
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" and this he fubje&s himfelf to by means of ag
path, adminiftered in a folemp manner: the ' -

fecond is, the hlind obgdience which they pro-
mife to all the orders, whatever they may be,
which they receive from their grand matfters
the third is, the fri& and intimate union by
which they are connected together ; this is more

~ rigidly obferved than even'the ties of confan-

guinity ; and by it they are bound to fuc-
cour each qther in all times, places, and cir-
cumftances,

The confequences arifing from thefe combi-
nationg may be eafily gueffed.- Many perfons who
have carefully examined and fcrutinized the lives
of the free mafons, declare that they have found
them all, and particularly their leaders, to be
men of bad charafter, ignorant, and equally
dc(htutc of morality and religion. Bur, laying
g:on_]c&ure afide, we fhall havc recourfe to falts
only, It refults fmm many fpontancous decla-
rations, from the dcpoﬁtlons of witneffes, and
other papers preferved in our archives, that
whnlc, among thofe affembled under pretence
of occupying themfelves about the bufinefs of
thc fociety, fome openly profefs the moft dar-

ing contempt for religion, and the moft avowed

and abominable libertinifm, others attempt to
' ' QVera
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L]
overturn the yoke of fubotdimation, and- deftroy
the principles of monarchy. ) .

Perhaps this objett is the defign of moft of
them; but this, which isthe grand fecret, is not
communicated to all the members, nor to all
thelodges. One need not be aftonithed that,
although the democratic party forms the majo-
tity, fome few fhould be attached to the facred
rights of kings. Thefz undoubtedly have not -
been admitted into the fecret ; either becaufetheir
inclinations may have rendered them inimical
to the obje& of the inftitution, or becaufe their
want of abilities may have rendered them in-

capablé of co-operating in the confpiracy.
It is impoffible to give too much praife to
the vigilance and the zeal of thofe popes who
have cordemned and profcribed this fociety.
Clement X1I. of glorious memory, on the 26th
of April 1738, publithed his conftitution
which begins with thefe words—¢¢ In eminenti.”
There he thunders agalnft this fect; and
launchestheterrors of excommunication againft
the individuals who compofe it, from which they
rannot be relieved but by his Holinefs himfelf,
except on their death-bed. Not content with me-
nacing them with fpiritual punilhment, he fub-
jeGsthemalfotocofporattuttifation; andenjoins
‘ : - all
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all the ordinsries, fuperior ecclefiaftics, and
inquifitors, to watch in a fpecial manner over
thofe fearifts, and to punith them as perfons
Srongly fufpecied of berefy. This {age pontiff per-
ceived the horrible evils which muft neceffarily
refult from this monftrous affemblage of perfons
of all fe@s and denominationg of religion. But

" . there were alfo other confiderations which deter-

mined his condu@. He calculated the confes
quences of the oath of fecrecy which they had
fubfcribed ; and thought, Lke Cicilius Natalis
quoted by Minutius Felix, ¢ chat crimes dread
the day-light, and that virtue is never afraid of _
“the public eye.” He reflefted thatin every -
country, and in every government, the laws
both canonical and civil have equally prohi-
bited conventicles, and fecret affociations, on
account of their pernicious tendency with re-’
{pett to the public tranquillity, and the fafety
of the ftate. He weighed and approved the
reafons of thofe virtuous and prudent perfons
whe have always confidered the members of
 thofe focieties as bafe and comupt citizens. In .
fine, he had before his eyes the example of
other monarchs, who had employed their ut-.
moft endeavours. in their refpetive kingdoms
to deftroy {uch dangerous aflociations.
Clement XII. withing alfa to confer a gréat
4 . ~ bencefit
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benefit on the whole univerfe, and more efpe.
cially upon his own fubje&s, publifhed an
edi&, dated January 14, 1739, in which he for-
bids, under pain of death, and without any bope of
pardon, all perfons from affiting or being pre-
fent at the lodges of .the free mafons, which he
terms ¢ pernicious aflociations, fufpe@ted of
berefy and fedition®,” He alfo condemned to
the {ame punifhment all thofe wbo engaged or
Jolicited any one to enter into the focietics, or who eny
gaged cr folicited any ane to give &id, counfel, or
affifance of any kind, to their members. In
fine, he impofed it as an obligation on good
Chriftians to reveal and difcover all fuch: and
the tranfgreffors of this edi& are menaced with
corporal punithment, and pecuniary fines,. at
the difcretion of the judges.
% Is it pofiiple that suy man can proftitute hjs pen by

an eulogium on this cruel edi& of Clement XII. ? Can even
an inquifitor, forgetting the difproportion of the/uppo/ed crime
to the punifhment, praife this barbarous law, in the fame
eentury ia which a Mpntefquieu and a Beccaria lived 2
But my wonder ought to ceafe ; as I am now writing in ap
ageand country in which a man equally renowned in the
caufe of philofophy and of liberty has had his property de-

. #royed, and hxs boufe reduced to afhes, on aceount of his
zeligious opmrons ; while the Goths and Vandals who made
this new attack upon Science, have been infidioufly praifed,
and obhquclv applauded! T,

The

™
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The immortal Benedi& XIV. was znimated
with the fame zeal. At the return of the jubilee
in the year 1750, he began to perceive how

hany evils and diforders had arifen from this -
- fe&, and how much its members were increafed.”

He was fully convinced of thefe truths by the
free and fincere confeflion of many ftrangers
who had repaired to Rome to procure indul-
gences, and who had recourfe to the Pope to.
relieve them from the excommunication which
his predeceflor had launched in his bull.

Benedi& XIV. confirmed this bull ; and re-
publithed and extended it in his conftitution,
dated May 10, 1751, which commences witi
thefe words—¢¢ Provxdas Romanorum Pontifi
cum.”

Many fecular princes have fince followéd his
example, We fhall noe here fpeak of the:fevere

_prohibitions publithed at Manheim, in 1j37,'

by his hlghnefs the Eleétor Palatine ; at Vi-
enna, in 1743 ; in Spain and Naples, in 17515
at Milan, in 1757 ; at Monaco, in 1784 and

-1785 ; and at other periods, in Savoy, Genoa;

Venice, Ragufa,” &c. &c':.' We fhall confine

ourfelves entirely to countries which do not

enjoy the bleffings of the catholic religion ; and

we may inftance even Turkey itfelf.

Wc léarn from dn duthentic record dcpoﬁted
in

g
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in the boly office, that in 1748 the Qttoman
Porte received intimation that:a Frenchman had
‘opened a lodge of free mafons in the houfe of an
Englith dragomen *, to which many Turks had
been invited. Orders were inftgatly iffived 1o
the Caz174n PacHA to furprife the perfons afe
fcmblcd there, to g\mpnfon them, and to fes
fire to the houfe. THEefree mafons were inv
formed of thefe circumftances.; and from that
moment forbore to meet 3ny more, or cvcn Q
fpcak on the fubJe& :

Neverthelefs it was lnnmated to the m,aﬁcr
of the houfe, that in cafe of a fecond offence hig
habitgtion would be reduced to athes ; and thg
foreign minifters received ,a formal notice thas
they muft confine themfelves entirely to the
;’atholic religion, and be captions of intraducing
apy new fe, . which :mght miflead the ﬁmgls
and the ynwary. .

The Frenchgman :fcapzd ﬁ'pm tb.e vcngcaqcc
of the {ublime Porte, by embarking on board
of a vefle], and lcavmg the capital of the mu.f.
fulmen. .

Wh3at we haye al:qady urgcd may APRSY
fuffigient to pull off the mafk -with whu;h this
fociety wifhes to cover itfelf, and €0 guand all

A Ap mtat;p(eter helongmg to A ambqﬁgb:. ‘ T.
mea

-
v
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men againft this dangerous and con:agmus he-
refy. If any perfcn fhould yet remain in uns -
certainty, he has only to hear what Cagliofiro
confeffcd before the tribunal of .the Inguifition,
and then to determine far himfelf. His tefti~
mony muft be acknowledged to have greas
weight ; for it cannot be denied but thag he had
an intimate knowledge of every thipg thag
concerned this myftery, having lived for a
pumber of years in the ftricteft union with the

free mafons, who regarded him as a being

poffeffed of a fupernatural knowledge in that
fcience,

"According to him, it is dxvxdcd into fcvcral
feCts; but there are twp which are reckoned the

‘principal, and are moft efteemed. The firft,

which is the moft &ri&, is that to which the

adepts belong, The members of it profefs the

moft irreligious fentiments, and employ magie
in their operations; but their principal object is
the deftruction of the cathalic religion, and of
monarchy.

The members of the other pretend to' be
occupied about the difcovery of fecrets in the
hermetic art, and more efpecially the philofor.
;)hcr s ftone ; but their abje& fubmiffion to the
grand m&ﬁqr, ang their oath of fcnrtcy, plainly

indicate
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indicate that they are enemies to imblic thifi=
quillity. .

Caglioftro avowed that he was affociated it
London with the fecond of thefe fets; that his
wife alfo was made a member, and alually
received 2 diploma, which coft five guineas.
They prefented the lady with a ribbont of thé
order, on which the words UxroN, SiLesck,
and VIRTUE were embroideted ; and defired
her to fleep-on the following night with this
ribbon attached to her thigh.

Before the- admiffion of a male candidate;
sendoubted proofs of his courage are required 3
among a number to which Caglioftro was oblig- -
ed to fubmit, we fhall recount the following ¢
He was firft hoifted up to the ceiling of the
yoom, by a cord fixed to a pulley; and
after experiencing a confiderable degree of
" pain, had his hand fcorched by means of 4
candle. 'His eyes were then covered with a
bandage; and he receivéd an empty piftol, with
orders to charge it. He accordingly obeys,
and intfoduces the powder and the ball ; buc
when he was defired to difcharge the contents
-againtt: his head, he, as may be eafily conjece
tured, teftified the utmoft repugnance. The
‘piftol was then taken fram him with feorn ; and,

: : ' after

-
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After'a- variety of folemnities, again prefented.
‘The awfulnefs of the ceremony had now fuch
-an effet-on- his mind; that, regardlefs of felfe
prefervation, he feizes the infirument of death,
draws the trigger, and éxperierices a fmart ftroke
on his fcull, which he at firft-imagined to-pro-
ceed from the ball, ‘but which however did
not leave the leaft ‘mark behind. Having
fince affifted at the initiation ‘of many candi-
* dates, he diftovered that on' thefe occalions
the piftol was always changed; and that one
of the afliftants flood by .to fuperintend the
operation, and give the mafon cle¢t a blow
-upon the head, fo as to make him imagine
he had been wounded..

Having thus efcaped from the terrors of an
imaginary annihilation, an ocath was admi-

* niftered in great form, of which the following -
is an exact copy: ‘

« I, Jofeph Caglioftro, in prefence of the
¢ great. Archite® of the Univerfe, and -
« of the prcfent company now affembled,
“ hereby promife to obey all orders which L
¢ fhall receive from the Grand Mafter, or
¢¢ others my fuperiors ; and I engage, under
«¢ the penalty. of fubmitting to fuch punifh~
« ment as fhall -be- infli¢ded upon me, fcru.

« pulouﬂy to obey them in all tbmgs and
: H « T alfg
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¢¢ I alfo promife never to difcover the fecrets
¢« which may be communicated to me, cither
« by words, writing, geﬁurcs,» or any other
¢¢ manner whatever.”

Being now initiated in the myfteries of ma-
fonry, he took care, during his refidence in
London, to frequent all the different lodges.
A little time before his departure from that
capital, he happened to purchafe fome manu-
fcripts from a bookfeller, which appeared to
have belonged to a certain perfon of the name
of George Cofton, of whom however he had no

_ knowledge whatever. On perufing thefe, he

found that. they treated of Egyptian mafonry,
but that magic and fuperftition were engrafted
on it. Being captivated with a variety of
.paffages in this work, he refolved to erett a
new lodge on its bafis; but at the fame time,
if we are to believe him, he determined to
avoid every thing that tended .to impiety.
He accordingly founded that very fyftem
which has tended fo much to his aftonithing
celebrity, and which has been fince propagated
with fuch uncommon induftry in all parts of
the world.

We have already obferved, that his fole in~

ducement was, the profpet of the rich cons
tributions which he expected to receive from
7 " his

——
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4§ followers. As he had no regard to religion,
énd nofettled belief in matters ‘of faith, thefe
-tonfiderations -were not likely-to deter him';
" frore efpecially as his ambition was inflamed
with the idea of making kis, by the. charms
of novelty and the aura&ions of fplendour,
not only the predominant; ‘but .the - moft
wealthy' atid #efpc&cd lcﬁabtiﬂmment of free
mafons | .
~ To embie the reader ‘to 5Comprchend how
he was able, for 6 many years and in fo many
" dilferént countries; to propagate his tenets,
and procure difciples, it may be- neceflary to
enter into fome details concerning Egyptian
. inafoniy; We fhall extra& our facts and ob-
fervations froma -book: compofed by himfelf,
and now iri our poffeffion, by which he avows
“he was always dire€ted in the exercife of his
funétions, and fromh which thofe regulations
and inftrutions were copied wherewith ‘‘he
enricied many mother lodges. In‘this treatife,
- which is written‘in French; he promifes to con-
‘duét his difciples to perfetion by ‘means of phy-
" fical and moral regmmtzm, ‘to confer, perpetual
" youth and bcauty on them ; and reftore them ‘
" to that ftate of innocence, ‘which they were
* deprived of by means of ¢rigingl fin. He afferts
‘ that Egyptiad  mafonfy was firft pr0paoated'
He . by
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.by Enoch and Elias; but that-it has, fince thel#
time, loft much- of its purity and fplendour.
Common mafonry, according.to bim, has de-
genetated into’ mere dffoomery, and wemen
have of late been. egtirely excluded -from its
. mylteries ;. but the time was now arrived when
. the Grand Copbte was about te reftore the glory
of mafonry, -and-allow its benefits to be par-
ticipated by both fexes.

The ftatutes of the order then 'follow in ro-,
tation ; the divifion of the members into three
, d';[tin& claffes ; the various figns by which
they ‘might difcover each other; the officers
-who are to prefide over.and regulate the fo-
ciety ; the ftated times when the members are

- to affemble; the ereion of a tribunal for
deciding all differences that may. arife between
the feveral lodges, or the particular members
of each; and the various ceremonies which
ought to take place at the admiffion of the
candidates. - In .every part of this -book the
pious reader is difgufted with the facrilege,
she profanation, . the fuperftition, and the
idolatry with which it abounds=—the -invo-
cations in thc name of God; the proflratlons,
. the adorations paid to the grand mafter ; the
" fumigations; the incenfe; the exorcifns; the
> emblems of the holy Trinity, of the moon,
of
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of the fun, of the compafk ‘of the fquare,'and
a thoufand other fcandalous’ particulars,’ with-
which the world is at ‘prefent well acquainted.
The Grand Cophte, or ‘thief of the lodge, is~
compared “t6“God the Father ; he is ' ‘invoked
upon every ‘occafion ; he regulates-all the-ac-
tions of - the‘imembers, and al: the ceremonies
of the lodgc and he js' even fuppofed to have -
communications ‘with- angels: and with the’
Pivinity. -In the exercifé of miany of theirrites, -
they are defired to repeat che <« Veni Greata
Spiritus;® and- the ¢ Te Deom Laudamus;”-
ney, to fuch an-excefs af imphety are they en-
jained “that ia reciting thé. Pfalm ¢* Memento,!
Domine; David, et omnis manfuetuglinis €jus,?-
thie mame of the grand maftersis’ always ‘io be-
fubftituted " inftead of the king.of Ifracl. ". :?
= People  of: all; religions:iare-gdmitted - into'
the fociety of; Egyptian mafonry; the Jew, the'
Culyinift;: the: Lutheran can bereceived ‘into.it,
as well as the Catholic, .provided they. betieve:
in the exifterice. of 2 God, and the immortality
of the' foul,vand have. been previoufly allowed.
fo participate in.the myfteries of. the common
mafonry. When men are admitted, they re-.
céive a’pair of garters from the Grand Cophte,
as is ufual in:all 1odges, for their miftreflfes; and
when womgn are received into the fociety, they
H 3 are
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areprefented by the grand miftrefs with a coeka
ade, which they are defired to give to that_
man to whom they are moft attached, We.
fhall here recount the ccremany made ufe of
on admitting a female, The candidate having
prefented herfelf, the grand miftrels (Madame
Caglioftro geacrally prefided in that capacity)-
Dreathe; upon the face of the candidate from.
the forehead to the chin, and then fays; ¢ [
breathe. upon you on purpofe to inlpire yow
with the vigwes which we poffefs, fo that they.
may také¢ root.and fleurith in your heart; I
- thus fortify yeur foul; I thus confism you in
the-faich of your brétbten and fifters; apcording]
t6 th¢ engigements which you have contradted
with them. . We now atmit you 2s a daughe
~ ter of the Egyptian lodge, We order that you
be acknowledged- in that capacity., by al} ‘the
brothers and fifters of the Egyptian lodges,
and thdt you enjoy with them the .fame. prﬁ
rogatives as with ourfelves.” - :
The grarid tafter thug addrcﬁ'es t«hc ma}@
- dandidates ¢ *¢ In.virtue of the power which }
have .received: from. the: Grand Gophte, the
founder of. our drder, and by. the p,amculag
grace of God, I.hereby confer upen you the
" honour of being admitted intd our. lodge, ia

the names of Holis, m:, Tvtmgamvmtm."
> . In.
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Yn ‘2 book fuid to be_printed at Paris in 1789,
it i afferced that théfe Jalt words were fug-
gefted to Caglioftro, as. facred and cabaliftical
exprcﬂ'xdm, by a pretended conjurer, who faid
that he was affited by a fpirit, and that this:
fpirit.was no-other than-the foul of a cabalifti-
cal Jew, whoby means of the magical art had
murdened his own father, .beforc the mmmg
of Jefus Gheift: '

.. Cotriman . mafons have bcen accuﬂam.cd to

regard St, John as their patron, and to cele-
brate thie. feftival of that faint. Caglioftro
alfa addpted kiim as his prote&or; and it is not
a listle remarkable, thag he'was imprifoned at
Rome -qn the very name.day of his patron !
“The reafon 'fer. his veneration to this great
‘prophet.was, if we areto believe himfelf, the
great Gmilarity’ and -connedtion between -the
Apocalypfe and the rites of his infticucion.

We muft here. obferve, that. when ‘any of
his_difciples were admirted into the h;ghe{t
clafs, the following cxecrable ceremony tock
place. A young boy-or girl, in the ftate of
virgin innoceace and purity, was procured; wha -
was called the pupi/, and to whom power was
given over -the feven fpirits that furround the.
‘throne of the divinity, and prefide .over the.
fcvcn planets : their names, according to Cag-
. H 4 lioftro’s
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lioftro’s book, are. Anaél, Michael, .Raphaél,

Gabriel, Uriel, Zobiachel, and Anachiel’*,.

The pupil is then made.ufe of as an- interme-
diate agent between “the. fpititual and phyfical
world; - and, ‘being ' clothed in a. long white
robe, adorned : with a:red ribbon,.and blue filk
feftoons, he is thutup in alictle clofet; From that
place. he gives refponfes to the ‘grand mafter,
and tells whether the fpirits and:‘Mofes have
agreed o receive the candidate i into ohc h:gheﬁ
clafs of -Egyptian mafons. .

It is not a little remarkable, that, in every
part of: his fyftem of mafonry, Caglisftro has
exhibited :the moft' profound venération and
refpett for the patriarch -Mofes ;-and yet that,
on his examination, he affirmed :béfore his
judgges, .he had: always:.cherithed . she .. moft
.inyetgrate. antipathy: againft-him. . ‘He attri-
buted this hatred to an:opision which he had
_ early imbibed, that Mofes.had committed the
grofieft injuftice in-encauraging the 1fraelites
10 carry away with them- the orndiments -of the
Egyptians; and,notwithftanding. our utmoft
cndcavours to confvincc.'him of. this damnabl'c

L * Smce Herichel has dxfcovercd .an_ eighth plznet,

Egyptian mafons will, no doubt, elet another {pirit to gox
vern it. T.

gl_:I'OI'Q
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etror, -he-has always rémained obftinate-in his

hcterodmfy His wife affirms, that his hatred to-

this. great lawgiver proeeeded:from his conftant
refiifalto encourage him in his mufonry, He
loved the Jews hchver exceedingly, and was
ufed-to-affirm’ that they were ‘the beﬁ na‘tm m'i -
the world.-

In his inftru&@ions to obtain the maral and
phfical: regenerasion’ which. he. had . promifed
0 his -difciples,-he is exceedingly careful to-
give a.minute defcription of the ‘operations so’
which they are to fubmit. ‘Thofe whoare de-
firous.of ‘experiencing.~the moral regeneration,
are-to retire for forty days from the world, and
to diftribute their time into ccrtaui-prépdmons.

- Six hoursare to be empleyed in refle&tion; three

inprayer to the Divinity, nine in the holy opera--

tions of Egyptian mafonry ; and the refraining
period is tabe dedicated to repafe; ~ At the end
of thirtysthree days:a vifible communication

'is-to’. take place between the ‘patient:ind. the

feven primitive fpirits ; and on -the ‘morning of-

the  fortieth day his foul will be infpired with
dwwc knowledge, ‘and 'his body be as. :pure as

Lhat of a pew-born-innocent. .. = . .

- Te procure a phyfical regeneration, the pa-
tient is to retire to the country in the month of
May’ and. during forty days is to live accord-

-~ ing
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ing €0 the moft fitik and auftere rules, eating:
very listle, and then orly lagative and fumative
herbs ; and making ufe of no other drink, shan
diftilled water, or rain that had fallen .in~the
courfe of that month, On the 17th day; sler
havisg let blood, certain white drops. are topbie
taken, fix at night, and' fix in the mosings
increafing thém two a day in prograffiod. . In
threc days mose 3 fmall quantisy of bload isagain
to: e taken- fram the arm hefore. fun:rife, dnd.
the paticnt is to retise to bed ill the .aperation
is coroplatad; - A'grain of the panaces is .then
to -be rakon : ‘this paneces.is the famrontof
which. God created man when ke firfk mada
ki immortal,’ When this is fwallowed, the
candidate lofes his fpdech and his refleftion
for sheeeiontire days;. aud lie if fubjed eo fre-
queng canvulfions, ftyuggles, and perfpirations.
- . .Having recovered from shis itate, in. which
hawevér he-experiences no. pain whatever, on
the thirty-Gxth-day he takes the third and-laft
grain of the pawacea, which caufes bim 1o fall
into a. profound .and -tdimquil fleep 5. it is then
that he lofes ‘hi¢ hair, his: fkin, and his teevh,
~ Thefe again are all epradaced in a few hours 3
and, havieg becomse a.new man, on the morn~
ing of the fordeth- day hi leaves his houte,
cluoymg a complcm tejunciefcence, . by which
he

/
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he is enabled to live 5557 -years; or to fuch
time as he, of his own accord, may be defirous
of joining the world of fpirits!
We have thus, by relating the pratices of
the Egyptian mafonry, exhibited the moft
~ ample proofs of jis grofs impofture, The

Jearned and ingenious criticifm by which twor -

celebrated theologifts have already expofed the.

- whole of this fyltem, precludes us from faying -

any thing moré on the fubjet, We fhall only
add, that the whle inculcates the moft detefta.
ble rasims of impiety, fuperftition, and facri-
lege ;. it.attacks religion both in~ front and ia

rear, and endeavouss:to fap and overturn the -

moft folid grounds and mol’c vcwable dogmay
pf our‘holy faith. -

CHAPTER III.'
m Account of the Manner in wlficb eaglioﬂro

_ eontrived to propagate and q/t‘obl' jb bx.r Egyp-
mn Mq/omy '

FT E R--the preliminary account thac we

have already given, it will not be diffi-

cult to comprdhond all the circumftances which °

occurred,

Py
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ccurred,” and 11" thé events which took place;
inthe apoﬁl&fhip of Caglioftro, while: ke was-
labouring with the zeal oF 4 a mxfﬁonary tbeﬁaw
blith-his Egyptian mafonry. \

*-In regard-te this -fubjedt; fuch was his obﬁi»*
rtacy, and fo raotéd his xmpoﬁuré, that, even. i
kis rcphcs to ‘the various 'intérrogatories ‘and’
, §ueftions ptopounded to ‘hir, “He' tontinued to-
avow thit -in 'this ‘inftication’ thcrc was' fomc-
tbmg divine a'nd fupernaturall” -7 "

“XWe thall now recapitulaté 3 ‘vatiety of cir-
comftancés recounted by himfelf ‘in- the courfe
6f histrial; and :we fhall referve to ourfelves:
the liberty of mnmﬁng ‘on - his deluﬁvc and
fallacious inarrative, ¢ "

Being admitted, as we havc ah'cady .men-
tioned, into one of the free mafons lodges in
I ondon, -and -hawing afrerwerds formed a new
fyftem on the writings of George Cofton, which
he dignified, with;the name of Egyptian Ma-
fonry, he determined to propagate his opi-
pions, end to: make .converts to- his fyﬁem m
svery coyneey i Furepey, o

"He accordingly repaired t6 the I—Iagpq, qnd
was invited to affift at one of the Dutch Iodges,
“the members of wwhich weuc~exccedmgly ﬁq&
inthe-obfervance of theicceremonjal. | .

Hc was recgived by ‘themn. -under what is

termed
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~termed the arch of fieel; that is to fay, he was
-defired to pafs between two-ranks of mafons
-who croffed their fwords in the air while he
walkcd undcr thcm. He .prefided over thefe
as grand maﬂ:er, and alfo exercifed the func-
txons of the GRAND VisiTor, _whofc powcr is
unlxmmed
In this lodge he pronounced an culogium on
_Egyptlan mafonry, :which had a vifible effe&t!
. on the minds of moft of his auditors. He was
foon after requefted to found a lodge for wo-
‘men, which he accordingly inftituted with great .
.ccremony, and received into it many ladies of
rank and fortune as members: -his wife filled
the office of GRAND MisTREss. -
The -difcourfe which . he delivered “on this
folemn, occafion, -if we may believe: himfelf,
-was uncommonly elegant and foblime ; ‘it lafted
. for two or three hours, and embraced all the {ci-
ences, both facred and profane. ¢ This was,”
faid he, < the effe@ of. that fpecial favour
of God which had always .been extended to
~ mie, in regard to. the exeycife, of mafonry : i
was undoubtedly a:ecampence for my conitam:
defire :to propagate, and extend the. Catholic
faith;. to avow the exiftence. of a God; to
preach up the xmmqrtalxty of the foul 5 and to
(deftroy the fuperflitigus and magical ceremo-
nies
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hies of common mafonry; Some perfons wef®
fo charmed with my oration, that they infifted

on tranfcribing and pteferving ity as a brief bué
eloquieiit defence of their faith.”

From the Hague he fepaired to Venice; .

where he alfo leagued himfelf with the free
mafons, Having left that city, he determined
to vifit Pruffia; and, in pafling t’hrough' Nu.
rembcrg, happened to ftop at an im tn that
place.  Arother firanger having ftopt 8Ho to
refreth himfelf, Caglioftro, by means of certain
figns, difcovered him to be a mafon ; and ac-
quired his efteem to fuch a degree by his mare
vellous relations, that, on parting; he prefented
him with a diamond ring.

During his fhort refidence at Berin, he

found his arts incffefual to debauch any of

-the lodges in that capital, as the vigilance of .

Fredetic the Great rendered all his attempts
abortive.

At Leipfic, however, e was more fuccefsful,
as he acquired a high celebrity and renown there
on account of his pretended difcoveries in the
hermetic art, The free mafons in' particular

- treated him with the moft diftinguifhed honour
-and refpe&; they invited him to a fplendid
entertainment, at which the plates, the difhes;
thc bottles, and the wine glafles, were alk
~ placed




coin:'r éacnos'rno. it

| p]accd three afid: three; in commemmoration of
the holy Trinity. * On this, as on all other
fimilar occafions, he made a fpeeth, in which
he enumerated the excellencies and advantages
. of his Egyptiari mafonry; combated the ims
piety and profanenefs of that of his entertainers;”
and prophefied that Scieffort; the grand mafter,
before the expiration of that very month, would
experience the vengeance of the Divinity. Not:
withftanding this, they not only paid dll the ex~
pences which he had incurred in that city, but
alfo prefented him with a purfc of go\d on hxs
departure.

At Dantzic he received thc fame honours,
‘and the fame refpe: at Koenigfberg alfo he
was loaded with favours. But he confeffes
that, in both thefe cities, he perceived that
the free mafons were inimical to the ruling -
powers, and plotted their deftrution.

Having proceeded to Mittau, among other
circumitances which contributed to exalc his
reputation, and conciliate the affection of peo-
ple of diftin&ion, was-the completion of his
prophecy refpecting Scieffort, who killed him-
felf by means of a ‘piftol, before the expiration
of the month, as had ‘been prcdn&ed by. Cag—
‘lioftro, -

The malons of that cxty, who are cxcecdmgty

numerous,
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numerous, and all of the:nf—t{xen of rank and
diftin¢tion, invited him to their lodges, where
~he prefided as grand mafter. He perceived
here, as elféwhere, that their ceremonies were
disfigured and difgraced by magic, fuperfti-
tion ; the principles of Swedenburg, a Swedith
preacher; and thofe of - M. Falc, a Jew rabbi,
awho are regarded as chiefs by the llumi-
‘mated. He wifhed to undeceive them, and to
initiate them in the rites of his Egyptian ma-
fonry : for this purpofe he feunded a lodge for
men and women among them, according to-the
~ceremonial laid down in his book. As grand
mafter, he directed all the rulcs and regulatlons
of the fociety ; and (as he fays) fpoke with his
_ufual energy and eloquence, being fupported
and affifted by the infpiration of God : but, as
‘he found it excecdingly difficult upon this
+ occafion to convince his audience of the truth
of his aﬂ'crtxons, he determined to give them
the moft fatisfaltory proofs of the verity of the
maxims which he inculcated ; that is to fay, of
the exiftence of a Deity, and the 1mmortalxty of

the foul,
<« I accordingly,” fays Caglioftro, « defired
‘that a little child, the fon of a perfon of dif-
tinction, might be introduced to the lodge.
gl placcd hlm on his knees before a table, on
which

~ ¢
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which a cryftal vafe of pure water was placed,
and behind the vafe feveral wax tapers were
burning. I then put my hand upon his head,
and befought the Divinity to affit us by
means of his omnipotent power. This cere- .
mony being finithed, the child was defired to
look into the vafe; on which he obeyed, and
inftantly exclaimed that he beheld a fine gar- -
den. On 'this I took courage, and defired
that he might pray to God to enable him to
fee the angel Michael. The child then faid
that he faw fomething white, but could not
diftinguifh what it was. In a few moments
after he began to clap his hands, and frike his
feet againtt the floor, crying out, < I perceive
a little child, who looks like an angel;” and
-inflantly attempted a defcription, fuch .as
1s ufually given of heavenly beings. "'On
this the affembly, who had hitherto. remain-
ed filent, burft forth into loud acclamations;
but the father of the child, being defirous to
-make another. experiment, requefted- that he
might know what his daughter, who was then
. at a country houfe fifteen miles diftant, was
doing. The fame ceremonies having again
taken place, the boy once more turntd towards
the vafe, and obferved that his fifter was at that
very moment defcending the ftair-cafe, to.em-

[ S brace
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- brace another of her brothers. This circum-
ftance appeared incredible to the audience, as
the brother alluded to was fuppofed to be
feveral hundred mules diftant, I was not how-
ever daunted by this circumftance, for 1 defired
them to fend a perfon inftantly to the country,
on purpofe to verify the fac: this was accord-
ingly done; and it was proved to the fatisfac-
tion of all prefent that the young gentleman
had at the very moment indicated arrived from

a foreign country, and vifited and embraced

his fifter.”

The homage, the attachment, nay, the ado-
ration, . which he and Madam Caglioftro pre-
tend to have received upon this occaﬁon, beg-
gar .all defcription and belief. -

A lady of quality. hearing of this ftory, de-
fired that-one of his pupils might fee the fpirit
- of a brother, to wham, during his life-time, the

had . been. pasticulasly attached: this was ac-
~ cordingly done; and he appeared with fo happy
and ‘contented a countenance, that.the fifter,
being fully affured that he was in the full en-

- joyment of the blefings of Paradife, became

exceedingly. generous upon the occafion, and

rewarded Caghoﬁro very handfomely for his |

prediions. . : -
Being now refolved to leave this city, he
. L _ held
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held a lodge for the laft time; during which
he appointed his fucceflor, nominated the other
officers, gave them the neceffary inftru&tions
for the exercife of their various functions, and.
difmiffed the affembly with a prophecy. In
this he afferted that one of his female con-
verts would be married to a wealthy gentle.
man in the courfe of three months; an occure
rence which, it feems, a&tually took place.
Overwhelmed, as it were, with the honours,
and loaded with the riches prefented him by
his difciples, he now repaired to St. Peterf-
burgh. The celebrity of his name had already
anticipated his arrival, and he was reéceived
into all the lodges as a tutelary divinity.
Among other uncommon circumftances, he
difcovered a fecret intrigue between an uncle
and a niece ; he prophefied the future misfor-
tunes of a great prince; and foretold to a
young lady the melancholy circumftance of
her approaching death, ¢ I uttered all thefe
predi&ions,” faid he to his judges, ¢ in confe-
quence of divine infpiration ; but I always pre-
tended that it was by'means of my cabaliftical
knowledge that I was enabled to difclofe thefe
fecrets.”
B Hc was no lefs fuccefsful at Warfaw, if
'we’ are to give credic to his affertions, as he
Ia2 . there
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there received innumerable marks of refpet
and efteem; and more efpecially from fome of
the moft illuftrious people attached to the
court. The birth-day of his lady was cele-
brated in the moft brilliant manner; and all
the grandees fent her magnificent prefents on
the occafion.

. Among others, he had formed a ftri&t inti-
macy with a magnate, whom he endeavoured
to convert from the common to the Egyptian
mafonry, by means of one of his pupils, and a
'vaﬂ’ Jilled with fpring water ; but, notwithftand-
ing this, the nobleman rcmamcd firm-in his
belief.

Such was his fuccefs at Strafburgh, that he
refided there for feveral years; during which
time he pretends to, have performed wonders
in the medical art. His cures were fo miracu-
lous, that his houfe was foon full of crutches,
which were left there by fuch lame patients as
had recovered the ufe of their limbs. But his

 reputation was more powerfully fupported and

. increaled by means of his Egyptian mafonry,

He converted a prodigious number from the

common mafonry, and even admitted fe-

veral difciples, who were totally ignorant of
the myfteries of that art. Men, women, Ca-
tholics, Lutherans, Calvinifts, were all'indifcri-

. minately

anR
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minately and indiftinctly adopted as members
of his new inftitution. He often held lodges
in a houfe in town ; apd fometimes in a little’
country refidence, delightfully fityate at a few
miles diftance, which has preferved to this very’
day the name of CaGLIOSTRANO.

On thefe occafions he made a dexterous ufe
of his pupils ; and, befides the vafe, introduced 2
folding fcreen in the form of a temple ; within’
which he placed one of the children who werefup-
pofed to have a divine intercourfe, and intended-
to make the proper refponfes to all the quef-
tions propounded by the grand mafter. Thefe
pra&ices were made ufe of to difcover events .
paft, prefent, and to come; and fometimes to

" refolve queftions but very little fuited either to

the delicacy or modefty of a female audience.
As on one of thefe occafions the audience
fufpected an intercourfe between his pupils and

‘him, he defired them to nominate a child

whom he had never before feen, and with whom

he pretends that he had the ‘moft complete
fuccefs.

.From Strafburgh, where his miffion was
atteided with fuch uncommon advantages, he

. proceeded to Naples ; but he refifted all the ‘

i\‘

invitations whiqh were made him to vifit the
lodges of that capital,

I3 .\
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At Bourdeaux, however, where he refided-
for eleven months, .he occupied himfelf entirely

* about mafonry. Having formed a large ac-

quaintance in that city, he initiated many can-.

didates of both fexes in the myfteries of his

Egyptian inftitutions. He adds+that, while there,

his pupils not only went through the ufual pro-
cefs, but alfo had a dire® communication with
celeftial beings, who permitted them even to
touch their hands. At Lyons he was received

with all the honours of the vault of fieel. Thete

too, in imitation of_ the great founder of Chrif-
tianity, he ele&ted twelve difciples, whom he

named his apoftles, and empowered them to
- preach his dotrines to all nations, whether Jews,

or Gentiles;. On that occafion he predi&ed that

one of them would betray him, as Judas had

betrayed Jefus; and, in confequence of it,
would be reduced to great mifery: all of
which, as he afferts, a&ually took place ; for
the fufpeCted perfon repaired to a magiftrate
on the fucceeding day, and difclofed the parti-
culars of their meeting: but he was foon
_overtaken by a variety of afflittions; and,
from poflefling great wealth, 'at length died
poor, miferable, and wretched.

. He now yiclded to the zeal of his profe-

lytes, and founded a mother lodge ; and, asall- -
: L “his -

e S

Sr——
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-his lodges had received appellations of fome
principal virtue, this was called ¢¢ Wlfdom
Trivxphant.”

As the copy of the patent is at this very
moment placed among the archives of the
holy office, we fhall here give the preamble
-of it '

¢ GLory, UnigN, Wispom,
¢ BENEVOLENCE, PROSPERITY.

¢ We the Grand Cophte, Founder, and Grand.
¢ Mafter of the High Egyptian Mafoary, in

¢ al} the eaftern and weftern parts of the glabe,

~ ¢ make it hereby known to all who fhall read

“¢ this, - that, a number of members being de-

 firous that we, during our ftay here, fhould

¢ found a lodge, and having manifefted the

¢ mofl fincere and ardent defire to fubmit to

¢ our government, and to receive from us the

+ ¢ neceflary light and authority, to become ac-

s quamted with and to propagate our Egyp-

‘¢ tian mafonry in its primitive form and pu-

¢ rity, we have acceded to their withes; per-

« fuaded that, in giving this mark of our

¢ benevolence, we fhall enjoy the fatisfaltion

« of refle€ting that we have laboured for the -
« glory of the Etcrnal, and the happinefs of

¢ mankmd

I 4 s Infti-
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¢ Inftigated by thefe motives, and after
¢ having expofed and verified our powers,
¢ we hereby found and create the prefent
« Egyptianlodge; and wé hereby conftitute it a
-¢¢ mother lodge, throughout the eaft and weft,
‘ giving to it the diftinguifhed title of Wis-
¢ pom TriuMpHANT; and we hereby nomi-
‘¢ nate and appoint the following officers,” &c.

Among many copies of this and fimilar

patents, we have one on parchment finely em-,

blazoned with a number of emblems, among
- which are a feptangle, a triangle, a fquare,
a compafs, a trowel, a hammer, feveral deaths
heads, cubes, Jacob’s ladders, a pheenix, a
globe, a perfonification of time, and alfo the

following mottos : Lucem meruere labores Odi

profanum vulgus, & arceo; Petite & accipietis,
querite & invenietis, pulfate &5 aperictur vobis ;
In conflanti labore fpes; Aut vincere aut mg-
Vi, &c. &c. &c. All thefe circumftances prove
that there is fome afﬁmty between the common
and the Egyptian mafpnry,

Among a variety of other partxculars, we
muft not forget a crofs, on the ribbon of which
were embroideredthe followmglcttersm-L P. D
the meaning of which either Caglioftro was
unable or unwilling to difcover: it is how-
ever afferted by others that thefe are the ini-

tialg
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tials of Lizium Pepisus DEsTRUE ; an injunc-
tion againt the happinefs of Frarce, which
has been but too religioufly obferved.

At Paris he was alfo prevailed upon, by the
entreaties of his numerous difciples, to found
another lodge. He accordingly hired an hotel,
and furnifhed it with a magnificenee equal tothat
of the princes of the blood royal. - He prefided
there, as the founder and grand mafter; and
made ufe of two pupils, a boy and a girl, ene -
of which faw and recounted the vifions in the
cryftal vafe, while the other pretended to hold
a communication with the feven angels, who
afcended and defcended behind the fcreen,

* It was upon this occafion that the celebrated
MapaME pE LA ' MoTTE, withing to know the

. fex of the child of which an illuftrious per-

fonage * was then ready to be delivered, wait.
ed on -Caglioftro, and interrogated one of his
pupils in his prefence. It was accordingly an-
nounced to be a boy; a circumftance which
was immediately communicated to the mother,
and occafioned as great rejoicings as if the event
had -already taken place! '

Having taken his paffage on board a veffel

* The perfonage here alluded to is the Queen of France.
She is faid to have confulted Caglioftro by the intervention
of Madame de la Motte, who carried back the precious pra.
mifc of a dauphin, T, ‘ ‘ '

at
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at Boulogne-fur. Mer, for England, he was ac-
compained to the water-fide by .a prodigious
concourfe of people, who expreflfed the moft
‘ardent withes for Inis happinefs, and even de-
manded his benedi&ion. He affures us that
he did not refufe this teftimony of his regard,
but gave it daily to all his adherents who
demanded it.

At his arrival in London, he was invited to
affift ar the principal lodge in that city, and
was received with uncommon honour and dif-
tin&ion. In the mean time 2 oumber of his
difciples arrived daily from Paris and Lyons,
who requefted bim to hold an Egyptian lodge ;
snd being at length prevailed upon to gratify

" their withes, he received feveral perfons of rank
into the affociation, and made ufe of the miniftry
of four paupils, of diftinguithed birth. On-this
occafion a fingular accident occurred to him,
the caufe of which he pretends to be entirely
“ignorantof. Some ladies and gentlemen having
petitioned for authority to make ufe of the cryfal
vafe, &c. in the fame manner as himfelf, he
granted his permiffion accordingly ; but their
labours proved fo unfortunate, that they beheld
the apparitions of monkeys and devils, inftead
of angels, as they expe@ed. A

Being at length obliged to leave Loandon,
as we mentioned before, he remained for two

‘ weeks

Al
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weeks at a lodging which he had in the coun-
., try, and prepared himfelf by a variety of ex-
- periments for future fuccefs.

On his arrival at Bafil in Switzerland, he
was prefled by a great number of the inhabi-
tants to cftablith an Egyptian lodge in his
houfe. Being unable to refufe fuch a flattering
requeft, he furnithed one of his apartments
in the form of atemple, fo as nearly to refemble
the infide of his lodge at Lyons, except that
© it was neither fo rich nor fo magnificent; and
this he termed the mother lodge of the Helvetic

© _States. He received feveral men and women

into this fociety, with the ufual eeremonies
and formalities; he employed pupils of both
fexes; and having admitted a hufband ‘and
wife into a fuperior clafs, he empowered them
to perform the various myfteries, with the
fame fuccefs as himfelf. To give a regular
and confiftent form to the eftablithment, he.
appointed five grand officers, and prefented
them with a patent ; different however in its
import from that which he had formerly given
- to the lodge at Lyons, not having any emblems
- engraven on it, or any other motto than thc
word Gobp placed at the top.

Befides this, he left many traces of his refi-
dence ‘in that Clty behind him; and among:
. others
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others a Chinefe pavilion, which he built on
* purpofe to experience the effefts of his phyfical
and moral regencration. It remains at this
very day ; and fuch is the veneration of the
peafants in regard to this pretended -prophet,
that it is faid they pay their homage and
adoration to him on pafling this temple, which
they “denominate the maufoleum of Count
Caglioftro. o
At Bienne, to which he afterwards repaired,
he alfo held feveral Egyptian lodges, and as
ufual made ufe of his pupils. At Aix, Turin,
Genoa, and Verona, he held repeated confer-
ences with feveral mafons. At Roveredo he
pretends that many perfons were fo charmed
with the fecrets which he difclofed, and
the eloquence with which he enforced his
do&trines, that they prevailed upon him to
hold a lodge in a country houfe in the neigh- -
bourhood of that city, in which he performed
the various funétions and ceremonies prefcribed
by the inftitutions. The patent on this occa-
fion was dated in the year §781; by which
it appears that, like the mafons, he affumed
a different ra from that of the chriftians.
From Roveredo Caglioftro repaired to Trent,
and from thence to Rome. Trent does not
furnifh us with any remarkable events, as he
Wa§
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was exceedingly afraid of the great piety of -
~ the prince bithop. He however did not en-
tircly forget his attachments ; for he caufed
two folding fcreens to be-made for his pupils,
although they were not made ufe of.

But he never was in fuch a great perplexity
as in Rome. We have already mentioned
that on one hand he. was intimidated by the
vigilance of the government; while he was
prefled on the other by his zeal for mafonry, -
and by the extreme indigeace which he be-
gan to experience. -

Having learned that there was a lodge ef-
tablifhed in that city, he got acquainted with
feveral of the members, but he conftantly
refufed to aflift at their affemblies. He how-
ever partook of a repaft to which they invited
him in the country, during which he pro-
nounced a difcourfe in honour of Egyptian ma-
fonry. He experienced a particular pleafure in
converﬁng with them ; and they in return
evinced the ftrongeft defire to be initiated in his
Egyptian rites. He condu&ted himfelf in fuch
a manner as to enforce this hope; he often
read to them that paflage of his book, in
which his fyftem is detailed ; he cxplained
many- of the myfteries, and even permitted
one of them to copy feveral of the particulars,

8 N . Never-
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Neverthelefs he forebore to receive: them
publicly as his difciples, promifing  however
to admit them on his leaving the papal
territories. In the mean time he procur-
ed the admiffion of many members into the
lodge already eftablithed : fuch indeed was the
refpect they habitually entertained for him,
that they at length gave him the appellation of
¢ father,” while he in return called them
his ¢ children;” in fine, they looked upon him
as their chief, and atually pald him all the
homage ufually conferred on a grand mafter.

- He alfo continued his correfpondence, by
means of words and fymbols known to and
ufed by the mafons, with the lodgcs that he
had eftablithed in foreign countries. Among
other letters written in that manner, is one
addrefled co a Parifian, requefting him to pro-
cure a fum of money from a third perfon. He
defired this correfpondent to intereft himfelf in
the bufinefs, and endeavour by all poffible
means to obtain a happy conclufion of it ; pro-
mifing in return to conftitute him his vicar
general, with unbounded powers.

In the mean time, his wants became every
day more preffing, and no remittances what-
ever arrived. At length, neceflity getting the
better of hijs fears, his diftrefs forced him to

4 * " make
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makc an offer to feveral pcrfons of inftructing
them in his Egyptian mafonry, and he alfo

endeavoured to found a lodge for ladies. His -

firft dcﬁgn was attended with little or no fuee
cefs; and he was diffuaded from his fecond, be-
caufe he was given to underftand that at Rome
cither the ladies have very little money, or
they are exceedingly unwilling to part from it.

There was one perfon, however, who feemed
exceedingly defirous to become one of his dif-
ciples ; and Caglioftro was uncommonly eager
to enrol him in the lift, on account of a ring,
the brilliancy of which faicinated his eyes, and
made him ogle it with uncommon defire. Not-
withftanding his wonderful knowledge of na-
ture, he never difcovered that the ftones were
cryftal inftead of diamonds.

Having introduced this fuppofed dupe into
his bed-chamber, he informed him that the
knowledge which he had acquired in Egypt,
cnabled him to eftablifh a fyftem of mafonry,
to which no perfon could be admitted without

" a long and rigorous initiation-; but that he,
; g g 5

as fupreme grand mafter, could difpenfe with
the ufual forms. Accordingly he pronounced
a difcourfe, pointing out the fuperiority and
advantages of Egyptian mafonry above all
- others; and then defiring him to fall on

his

L pg———
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his knees, and lift his right hand towards his
head, in this attitude he ‘obliged him to fwear
never to reveal or difcover to any perfon what
he had either feen or heard. He then pro-
ceeded to breatbe on his face, and to perform

‘the ufual ceremonies as on the admiffion of other

candidates ; but when he prefented him with
a patent, .and claimed the promifed reward, the
mafon-ele@t inftantly watked away, obferving,
with great calmnefs, that the whole was a con-
temptible impofture. Thus Caglioftro, who had
gained immenfe fums by his rogueries in every
other part of Europe, was not able at Rome to
procure even a ring fet with falfe ftones, by
means of all his art and abilities! ‘
Soon after this he began to experience the
moft alarming inquietude arifing from his dread
of being betrayed. He acknowledges that he
now determined to throw himfelf at the feet of
a prieft, and acknowledge his faults. Accord-
ingly he confefled his crimes in this capital, in
the fame manner as he had formerly done at
Trent ; and atually declared to two perfons
who enjoyed his confidence, that it was on
purpofe to ridicule the holy Inquifition that
he had fubmitted to that ceremony. He at
length crowned his- mafonic labours by a cir-

cular letter, which he wrote a few days before
his
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his detention, to all the Egyptian lodges. Soon
after he received intelligence that he had been
accufed to the Holy Office ; but he had great
confidence in the zeal of his difciples, whom
he ordered to fet fire to the Cattle of St. An-

gelo, or even to the Inquifition, in cafe he -

fhould be detained there.

We have thus given an abridgment of the
labours of Caglioftro, in his charatter of a free
mafon: our narrative contains the fubftance of
his confeflions on that fubje&, which we have
here reduced to method; and have endeavoured
to avoid tedioufnefs and languor, by detailing
only the principal circumftances. It now re-
mains to clucidate the particulars which we
have related, by clearing up the difficulties and

obfcurities which his hiftory will undoubtedly

prefent to the mind of every reader.
Some will afk how it comes about that fuch

an artful impoftor as Caglioftro, who, during

his trial at Paris, had remained obftinately bent
on deception, could be prevailed upon to be-
tray . himfelf at Rome? And how a wretch
who had been fo fuccefsful by means of his im-
pofturesin every city in Europe, thould at length
~ be induced to make a full and free confeflion
of them? The recolle&ion of a. fimple falt
will eafily reconcile thefe circumftances. Not-
K ° withftanding

I T T
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withftanding the repeated intelligence that he
received of his approaching confinement, he
negle@ed to deftroy the book which contained
his fytem of Egyptian mafonry, the various
ornaments and apparatus belonging to that rite,
and all the correfpondence which he carried
on with the feveral lodges, of which he was
either the founder or an affociate. At the mo-
ment of his arreft, he beheld every paper that
could inform or enlighten his judges in regard

~ 10 his former life, fealed before his eyes : it was

therefore impoffible, or at leaft ufelefs, to deny,

" or even to palliate, thefe circumftances ; fince an

irrefragable body-of evidence was thus obtained,
and full and fufficient proofs could be adduced
in a moment to fubftantiate the crimes of which
he was accufed. :

" It ought alfo to be added, that, from the ex-
cefive garrulity of Caglioftro, many things oc-

curred in the courfe of his trial, that cleared

up and elucidated feveral expreffions in his
manufcripts, which, without this help, would
have remained fo many enigmas. On’ thefe
occafions -he often attempted to tergiverfate
and to recal his expreffions ; but this was impof-

fible : for his judges had taken the precaution.

to uiakc him fign his interrogatories page by
page; and alfo to declare, at the bottom of
. each,
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each, that the declarations therein co;taincd
‘were entirely conformable to the particulars of
his confeflion. Another citcumftance which
did not a little contribute to the happy con-
“clufion of his procefs, was the precaution with
which he was fhut up in the place of his con-
finement. At the Baftille, as he himfelf
frankly acknowledged, he had found the moft
ample means of prevarication, of eluding the
charges adduced againft him, and of corrupting
his guards, and even the minifters of juftice,
by means of money. But, during his impri-
fonment here, he has found all his arts and all |
his refources fail him for the firlt time. Indeed,
on his being arrefted, it was induftrioufly pro-
pagated in this capital, that the perfon to whofe -
- care he had been entruftéd was his friend and
prote&tor: but ‘this was difcovered to be.a
mere calumpy; as the judge who firft examin-
ed him tried by every means in his power to
difcover whether any fecret communication had
taken place ; and, after a long and laborious
enquiry, he brought in a report, by which it
~ evidently appeared that this accufation was no-
thing more than a.groundlefs and a malicious
- fory. ’ , ‘
~But it may ftill be demanded how it came
about that he acknowledged fo many particu-
K2 lars
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lars relative to his Egyptian mafonry ? To this
it is to be anfwered, that his firft attachment
to the common and ordinary mafonry; the
celebrity, the afcendancy, the credit, which he
had acquired in the lodges appertaining to it ;
the invention, or at leaft the reformation, of
Egyptian mafonry ; the abundance of his dif-
ciples of both fexes, and the propagation of his
doétrines in all parts of the world«—were fo many -
fadts, that, as it was impoflible to deny, he
thought it prudent to acknewledge and confefs;
But in addition to his own evidence, not only
his wife; who was his infeparable companion,
has confirmed this circumftance, but his papers
havefurnifhed the moft incontrovertible proofs:
and, in addition to thefe, we have been fur-
nifhed with the evidence of a traveller, who ar-
rived in this metropolis during his procefs ;
and who affures us that he himfelf, during his
refidence at Lyons, faw the magnificent tem-
ple ereted for the exercife of the Egyptian
11"itcs inftituted by Caglioftro, in the middle of
which was placed a marble buft of the founder.
Perhaps the details given us on this fubje&
by himfelf may be exaggerated, as by thefe
'means he’ hoped to acquire an importance
which might be ufeful to him. The number
of his difciples, whom he affirmed amounted to
: - - many

;-
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many millions, is another circumftance which
it is difficult to believe, and which muft have
undoubtedly been afferted on purpofe to make
himfelf appear formidable. The evidence be-
fore us proves that the number of his followers
was confiderable; but they fell far fhort of
what he pretended : and it is no lefs certain that
they are daily diminithing, as they at length
begin to perceive and acknowledge the im-
pofture and deception of their grand mafter. It
however is well known that the defertion of his
followers never gave him any concern, as it was
their money rather than their attachment that
he was ambitious of.

It would be difficult to comprehend the
‘uncommon fuccefs which he experienced, if
it were not recolleted that he procured the
greater part of his profelytes in countries where
either the remiffnefs of the government, or the
natural depravation of the human heart, had
enfeebled the foundations of the catholic faith,
It is alfo to be confidered, that he was not fo
little verfed in intrigue as to ncgle& the moft
.artful means for the fuccefs of his miffion.
T hus he was moft anxious to choofe the ig-
norant and the nch for his difciples ; and was
particularly careful to debauch and corrupt the
hcart, by feconding and affifting the ruling paf-

Ks - Iions ‘
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fions of his converts. Over the minds of fuch
-weak people as pretended to be attached to the
fciences, his chemical difcoveries, and -the
promife of the philofopher’s ftone, afforded
never-failing means of fuccefs. If any one,
deterred by the influence of his paffions, can-
_ didly confeffed his attachment to the fair fex,
. he conftantly replied, that, to become a good
tnafon, or, what was the fame thing, to become
@ perfest man, it was not neceflary to be a
capuchin. < Live as you pleafe,” he ufed
to exclaim; ¢¢ and only believe in me, and iq
wy Egyptian mafonry !”” By thefe -means, and
with fuch maxims, his fuccefs could not fail
being equally rapid and extenfive.

It may be alfo neceffary to obferve, that one of
the indifpenfable conditions annexed to the ad-
miffion into the Egyptian {yftem, was that of
having been already eleted into one of the
lodges of ordinary mafonry. The motive of
this is not difficult to be difcovered ; for as his.
inftitution was entirely new, and the principal
and moft wonderful circumftance attendant on
it was the phyfical and moral regeneration, it
was more eafy to inveigle the free mafons, whofe
minds were already debauched, than any other
clafs of men whatever; and he indeed found
that it was not difficult to make thefe be-

lieve
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Jieve in thofe marvellous tales and prodigious
events that exceeded poffibility, and gave the
lye to the operations of nature.’

The reader will undoubtedly recolleét that
Caglioftro pretended to have harangued his au-
dience for feveral hours, with an eloquence that
at once charmed and convinced them ; and with
a fublimity that evinced a prodigious atrainment
in regard to all kinds of knowledge either fa-
cred or profane. He alfo pretended to have
been fo fuccefsful in his argumeats, that, by
means of his difcourfes, the wicked were turned
afide from their wickednefs, were made to be-

hold the fun of righteoufnefs, and to embrace
the catholic religion. His wife, however, who

was prefent at a great number of his difcourfes,
affirms that they were compofed in a ftyle of
the moft wea.rifomc, perplexity, and abounded
with the moft incoherent ideas. Previous to his
afcending the roftrum, he was always careful to

prepare himfelf for his labours by means of fome

bottles of wine; and he was fo ignorant as to the
fubject on which ‘he was abour to hold forth,
that he generally applied to his wife for the text

on which he was to preach to his difciples. Ifto

thefe circumftances are added a Sicilian diale&,
mingled with a jargon of French and Italian,
we cannot hefitate a fingle moment as to the

K4 degree
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degree of credibility which we are to'give tg
the affertions that have been made concerning
the wonder-working effets of his eloquence.
He admitted thofe profeffing all forts of reli-
gions to partakeof the bleflings of his divine dif-
coveries; provided they believed in the exiftence
of a God, and the immortality of the foul, it
was equal to him whether they were Catholics,
Lutherans, Calvinifts, or Jews. While fpeak-
ing of fovereigns, he was always careful to
accommodate himfelf to the genius of his au-
dience ; fometimes infinuating fubordination,
but more frequently independence, He was
always accuftomed to fpeak in a contemptuous
manner of the perfon and authority of the Ro-
man pdntiff, and of all hierarchies whatever,
In fine, his difcourfes tended entirely to change
catholics into mifcreants, and atheifts into
deifts.
. This painting is not in the leaft heightened
by the colouring which we have given to it.
‘We are in poffeflion of the teftimony of
many perfons who -have heard him repeatedly
difcourfe on the principles of mafonry ; and who
affure us that he fpoke without any order or
method, and that his converfation and ideas

were {o obfcure, difguifed, and diftorted, that-

it was exceedingly difficult to - comprehend
C o his

1



COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 137
his meaning, ‘The judge who interrogated him
has often been obliged o fuffer the: punifoment of
hearing his long replications, it being utterly
impoffible to ftop the torrent of his verbofity.

Is it poffible that a man, who from his very
infancy,according to his own confeffion, held the
firft rudiments of fcience in abhorrence, who
from his earlieft youth, and through the whole
courfe of his life, had attached himfelf to no
other ftudy than that of vice, impofture, and
fraud—is it poffible, I fay, that fuch a perfon
as this fhould be capable of the language, the
arguments, the irrefiftible and perfuafive elo-
quence which have been attributed to him? -
What fhall we fay to that theological know-
ledge, which is reported to -have formed the
bafis of all his difcourfes, and which has
produced fo many converfions in favour of
the catholic religion? Could this man have
entered into profound and erudite arguments
concerning matters of grace, predeftination,
and free will ?

We fhall here exhibit a few of the queftions
prapounded to, and the anfwers made by him.
The reader will then be enabled to make his
own conclufions. -

¢« Q. Has not your condu¢t tended to debafe
¢¢ and difgrace the great work of the redemp-

¢ tion,
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¢ tion, and the death of our Lord chus
¢ Chrift »” -

. «¢ A, No, never; for in my primitive fyftem,
« and in all my operations, I made the moft
¢ honourable mention of the ferpent with the
¢¢ apple in his mouth, which I have adopted for
¢« my creft, and which denotes the caufe of ori-
« ginal fin, and of our fubfequent fall. The
¢« redemption of our Lord Jefus Chrift, is the °
¢ arrow which has pierced the ferpent; and this
¢« we ought to keep conftantly before our eyes
¢¢ and in our hearts, for the eyes and the heart .
¢ are the looking-glafs of the foul; and all men
¢ ought conftantly to be on. their guard againft
¢¢ the temptations of the Devil : and in confe-
¢¢ quence believing in all this, and in the re-
¢«¢ demption of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and hav-
¢ ing ordered this always to be obferved, it is
¢ not poffible that I could have done what has
« been afferted, -as that would be to unfay and
« contradi all that I have affirmed.”

«¢ Q. What are the chief (ins, and the fources
of all our crimes ?” '

¢t A. I do not know the exa& number, and
‘< only recolle¢t a few, fuch as gluttony, envy,
¢¢ idlenefs, luxury, and ufury.”

- ¢¢ Q. What are the theological virtues "

'« A, T have forgotten ; but if you will name
« the



COUNT CAGLIOSTRO, 139

¢ the firft of them to me, I fhall recollet them,
¢¢ and repeat the remainder.” '

¢¢ Q. What are the cardinal virtues 2’

¢ A. The fame as the theological.”

¢ Q. What are the counfels that lead to per-
¢¢ fecion 2”

¢« A. The exercife of faith,‘ hope, and cha-
€ rity £”

¢ Q. What do you mean by faith, hope, and
¢ charity »”

« A. Faith is our compliance with the ordi-
¢¢ nances of the church; charity is the bond of
¢ perfetion ; and hope is the belief in eternal
¢ glory.” ,

¢ Q, What is the facrament of confirma-
¢ tion.” .

‘¢ A. It is the confirmmation of baptifm.”

« Q. Has man a power and authority to
¢« command the obedience and affiftance of ce-
«¢ leftial fpirits 2” ‘

¢ A, I believe that man, by the permiffion
¢ of God, may arrive at &hat power ; becaufe
¢ God before his death had a beatific and
¢¢ divine vifion ; becaufe man is created after
¢ the image and refemblance of God ; and the
¢¢ angels have not been created in the fame
¢ manner as man, but after a divine manner.”

We fhall not here fpeak of his abfenting
him-

’
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bimfelf from the holy facraments, of his conti-
nual violation of the precepts of the church,
and of all the circumftances which conftitute
that enormous mafs of crimes with which his
whele life is ftained and disfigured. It muft
however be acknowledged that an immenfe
number of his difciples to this very day cele-
brate his eloquence as fomething beyond the
reach of mortality, and aually approaching
to our notions of what is divine —How has
this happened ? It proceeds fimply from this,
that blindnefs attaches itfelf to blindnefs; and
that thefe ignorant people, being unable to com-
prehend his difcourfes on account of their ¢b-
fcurity, have imagined that their leader fpoke
parabolically and enigmatically; and thus they
had an ample opportunity of interpreting his
fentiments according to their own wifhes.

His predi&ions, no doubt, tended greatly to’
augment their fanaticifm. He attributed thefe
to the fpecial- affiftance of the Deity himfelf,
and to the effe@s of his immediate infpiration,.
His wife, however, has been able to aflign the
caufe of many of his miraculous propbecies ; for
fhe accounts for fome of them by the infatiable
curioﬁvty and diligence which he made ufe of
to procure a knowledge of the fecrets of all
families whatever ; and attributes others to a

fore~
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forefight founded upon fadls, from whence an
inference might be fairly drawn. For example,
if at Mittau he prophefied that a young lady

~would be foon united to a wealthy hufband, he

founded this predi@ion on the knowledge of
the regard that a man of fortune fecretly enter-
tained for her; and if at another time he fore-
told the fpeedy diffolution of another perfon,
this arofe merely from the ftate of the patient’s
health, whofe malady might have eafily infpired
the fame idea in the breaft of arly medical per-
fon whatever. ‘
Let us now fay fomething concerning his
wonderful operations by means of his pupils,
Tt is certain that Caglioftro himfelf, as well as
others, has often made ufe of thefe pupils’in
his Egyptian mafonry ; and that the boys and
girls employed on this occafion have pretended
to have feen angels, and to have held an in-
tercourfe with the world of fpirits. How has
this happeried ? ‘
Caglioftro, according to cuftom, .has boldly
and intrepidly affured us that all this originated
from the fpecial protection of the Divinity ;

- that the Supreme Being had deigned to grant
‘him the' 2eatific vifion, on purpofe to enable him
more effectually to propagate and enforce his .-
, Egyptxan mafonry, to prove the exiftence of
Co : God,
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God, the immortality of the foul, to convert
the incredulous, and to fuccour and fupport
the Catholic faith. He alfo added that, on
thefe occafions, he had always an opportunity
of ftrengthening his belief in God, of invok-
ing his beneficence, and of experiencing his

bounty.
Let us, on the other hand, hear the depofi-
tions of his wife. She declared upon oath
that many of the pupils had been prepared be-
forehand by her hufband, and had their leffon
-given them in regard to every queftion about
which they were to be afterwards interrogated :
but that fome however had been chofen and
brought unawares to him; and that, in re-
gard to them, fhe imagined that he could only
.operate by the intervention of magic. She
alfo added, that he had repeatedly refufed to
communicate the means by which he achieved
thefe operations ; always obferving, that fhe did
not poffefs fufficient courage and refolution for
the fuccefs of the myftery ; and that, when he
himfelf began with ‘his pupils, he conftantly
ftruck the ground three times with his right foot,
exclaiming, ¢ I do this in confequence of the
power which I derive from the Grand Cophte !”
It is to be obferved, however, that, on thefe
occafions, his labours were entirely directed
1 towards
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towards the advancement of his mtereﬁ for
he generally fattered his audience- by making
their deceafed relations and friends appear in
his magic vafe, as enjoying fupreme happinefs ;
while, on the contrary, thofe who were his ene-
mies were condemned to eternal torments.
Sometimes alfo he inftructed his pupils to de-
fcribe the good angels, who appeared to them,
as poflefling the features, and bearing an exa&
‘refemblance to Madam Caglioftro, fo that his
friends might have a greater attachment to her.

The gazette writers of Europe were at great
pains to ridicule all this, as the mere trick of a
Juggler; and as for us, who have fo many in-
ftances of his impofture before our eyes, we
cannot withhold our affent to the fame opinion,
Among the papers belonging to Caglioftro we
have found two relative to this pretended inter-
courfe with fpirits, which were  tranfmitted teo
him during his imprifonment; and which feem
to have been written either with a view of de-
manding information, or of giving an account
of the proceedings of his difciples.
" No. L

€ On the 20th day of the 8th month,

¢¢ The Grand Mafter bcmg cmployed in his
"§¢ .operations after the -ufual ceremonies, the

¢¢. pupil, before feeing the angel, faid:

.

«Ifind
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¢¢ I find myfelf in a dark room,
¢¢ I fee a golden fword fufpcnded over my
¢ head.
¢ I perceive Louth——g arrive.
¢¢ He opens his breaft, and fhews a wound
“ in his heart; he holds out a poniard to
¢ me. .
. ¢ G. M. Is he employed in the fervice of
¢¢ the Grand Cophte.?
¢« P. Yes.
¢ G. M. What elfe do you fee 2 -
« P. I fee a ftar.
¢ I fee two.
¢« I fee feven. -
¢« G. M. Proceed. )
« P. Louth——g has retired——the fcene
« changes—I fee feven angels, &c.

No. IL.
Extra& from the proceedings of the lodge
held on Saturday, the 12th day of the fecond
month of the year 5558.
All the mafters, except brother Elias, bcing
prefent,
The opcratlons were direGted by the ve-
nerable Saba II.
Operations.
After the ufual proceedings, the feven an-
gels, with their cyphers, prefented themfelves
before the pupil. :

¢ P, The
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¢ P. The Grand Cophte defcends and
¢ kiffes his hand ; he kiffes his hand, and has
*¢ his cypher on his breaft.
¢« He falutes me with his fword, makes a
circle in the air, pronounces the word beloim,
¢ and places the point of his fword upon the
« earth. _
¢ G. M. Tell him, in the moft refpe@ful
terms, that a particular friend of his, paffing
through this place, is exceedingly defirous
¢« of fcemg our lodge at his return; and that
¢ we are anxious to know his orders on this
¢ fubjeét.

« P. You may permit him to enter; and,
t after fome converfation, Alexander is to be-
¢« gin the operations.

¢« G, M. Are we to be decorated in our
¢ badges ?

€« P. Yes. '

¢ G. M. Shall'T affift as Grand Mafter? -
- ¢ P. Yes.

¢-G. M. Is Alexander to operatc as ufual

({4

(14

€

- ¢ by means of the vaf, or is he to enter into

¢¢ the tabernacle ? .
¢« P. He is to operate in the ufual manner.
¢« G. M. This lodge is held only in pre-

¢¢ fence of the mafters: fhall the miftreffes aﬁi&
¢ at the next?

L “P, Af-

-
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« P. Affuredly.

® G. M. Shall all the mafters appear in
« complete uniform on the feftival of the 3d
¢« of May? ,

- % P. Yes, all 5 except brothet Elxas, who
¢ will be abfent. *

¢ G. M. Has he any more orders or inftruc-
“ tions to give us ?

« P. No.

- % G. M. Do we dare to afk kis blefing ?
"¢« P. He ftretches forth his ‘hand, and fays
¢ that he gives it to you with all his heart,

¢ G. M. Are the angels ftill with you?

« P, Yes. .

¢ G. M. Throw yourfelf on your knees,
¢ tell them to make their adorations with us,
¢ and recommend our lodge to their fpecial
¢ care.

¢¢ The adorations having bccn made, the
¢« Jodge was inftantly clofed.”

We ordered Caglioftro to explain thefe pa-
pers to us: but he faid that, as to the purport
of the firft, he himfelf remained in profound
ignorance ; for this man, who pretended to be
infpired, favoured, and prote&ed in-a particu-
lar manner by God, was obliged to confefs

that, on this, as on many other oocaﬁons, he

4



COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 147

was entirely unacquainted with the meaning of
his cortefpondent.

As to the fecond, he pretcndccf that it was

the narrative of a vifion that had appcared in
the night ; but that he did not believe it any more
than another, the account of which was fent him -
from Lyons, in which he himfelf was defcribed °
as having appeared between Enoch and Elias.
- Being unable to penetrate into the recefles
of the human heart, it is impoffible to decide
on the veracity of hns anfwer : we learn how-
ever from his wife that he ufed to obferve to
his difciples, if they now dreamed that they
faw bim in the clouds, thofe dreams would
be a&ually'rcalxzed hereafter; for they thould
hereafter, behold hlrn there, furrounded with
glory.

We fhall here add a few queftions whmch we
afked him upon this occafion.

“ Q. Have you ever doubted as to the pro-

- % priety of exercifing the rites of your Egyp-

€ tian mafonry ?
¢ A. Ever fince I lefc London I have heen

¢ in great doubt whether. it was not improy

¢ per.
¢ Q. Did you ever forbid your dnfcrples to
¢¢ write to you on this fub_]eg?c while you re-
 mained in Italy? .
L2 “A. Yes.
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«A. Yes.

« Q, Why?

¢ A, Becaufe I knew that the rites of the
¢ Catholic religion were univerfally praétifed
«¢ throughout Italy; and that, in other coun-
¢ tries, there were a variety of religions.

¢ Q. Is the Egyptian mafonry then in oppo-
¢¢ fition to the Catholic faith ?

“ A. I truly think fo; and principally in
¢¢ that part of it which regards the pupils.

¢ Q. How could you believe that, on thefe
« occafions, you were affifted by the fpecial
*¢ favour of God ? :

¢« A. 1 do not underftand what you fay—I
« do not rightly comprehend my own meaning
¢ —1I can only fay, that I lament my unhap-
¢ py fituation, and demand fpiritual afliftance. -
¢ I have been led into a hundred thoufand -
¢ errors in regard to religion.”

This repentance however was only momen-
tary in its duration and effe@®, being merely
intended to procure time to ftudy an anfwer.
When clofely urged on the fame fubjet on -
two other occafions, he perfifted in his firft de-
clarations, and attributed his fuccefs to the fpe-
cial intervention and affiftance of the Divinity.
However, after perfifting for fome time in
thefe queftions, and demanding a categorical

anfwer,
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anfwer, he again began to prevaricate. Being
at lepgth exhorted to tell the truth, and to
manifeft the fecrets of his heart, he appeared
exceedingly agitated; and faid, ¢ that he had
neyer employed the Devil in any of his opera-
tions, nor ever made ufe of any magic or fu-
perftition whatever.”

We have here given a fhort abridgment of
this part of his trial; for it would fill feveral
volumes if we were to detail the queftions
which we made ufe of to make him give a full’
and ample confeffion. Qur efforts however
were in vain; for when he found himfelf prefled
by the arguments we made ufe of, he inftantly
loft his temper, and abufed and menaced the
Judges who examined him, '

When the moft ample proofs of his impisty
were adduced, he pretended to juftify himfelf
in faying, ¢ I am an apoftolic catholic; and if
you do not believe me, I cannot help it.” On
another occafion he exclaimed, ¢“1 am a Row=
man Catholic; and if you do not believe the
© beatific vifion, 1 do.” Being defirous to hear

by what authority he pretended tg have re-

ceived his miffion from God, and the powes
to make pfe of his myftical operations, he re-
plied, ¢¢that it proceeded from that divine
afiftance which the Deity had favoured him
L3 o with,

’
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with, as being a good catholic ; and that he
had derived his authority from the power given
in that peatific vifion which Jefus had experi-
enced before his crucifixion: Ego claritatem
quam dedifti mibi dedi eis: non pro bis rogo tantum,
Jed et pro ¢is qui credituri Junt per verbum eorum
me, ut omnes unum fint.”

It was objected that this power was common
to all catholics : but he faid that all catholics
" could not make ufe of it, becaufe their belief
in God was not fufficiently ftrong; adding,
that fome on whom he himfelf had conferred
this power could not fucceed, while others
never failed.

« Q. What do you mean by the beat ﬁc
§¢ vifion 2

“A, A fpmtual affiftance, an angelic affift-
¢ ance, a fupernatural affiftance.

¢ Q. On whom is it conferred ?

« A. God has given it, does give it, and
¢¢ fhall give it to whomfoever he pleafes.

¢¢ Q. In what manner does it operate ?

A, In three manners: the firlt is, when
¢« God makes himfelf vifible, as he did to the
« patriarchs; the fecond i, by the appearance
¢« of angels who become vifible to men; and
¢ the third is, by internal 1mpulfc and mfpxra-
¢ tion., :

“(LBY
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¢¢ Q. By what means is this obtained !

¢ A. By a conftant union with Ged, his holy -
¢ church, and the catholic faith; and by the
¢ ties of faith and charity. When one poffeffes
- < all thefe, it is only neceffary to petition for
¢ the divine affiftance with fervent prayer; and
¢ if this is not given to-day, thcnme will come
. ¢ when it fhall be given.

¢ Q. Have any now living obtained thls
&¢ vifion ?

¢ A. I do not know any one, but I myfelf
« who am a finner, who have obtained it by
¢ means of that internal impulfe, that is to
¢ fay, by the third manner, which I have juft
¢ defcribed.

¢ Q. How could a finner, how could a
¢¢ wretch who has confeffed a perpetual viola-
“ tion of ecclefiaftical precepts, and all manner
¢¢ of iniquities, be able to obtain that grace,
¢¢ for the poffeflion of which it is abfolutely
¢¢ peceflary to be always united to God and
¢ to the Catholic Church ?

¢¢ A, I never had recourfe.to the Devxl -and
¢ if I have béen a finner, God, who is fo com-
s paffionate, has, I hope, pardoned me,

¢ Q. Is it to be fuppofed that God would
¢ have conferred this beatific vifion on your

" L4 ¢ dif-
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¢¢ difciples, many of whom, by your own con~
«¢ feffion, led immoral lives ?
« A. I am but a man, and cannot therefore

~ « be fuppofed to enter into the reafons that

¢¢ have influenced the Deity—he could thower
¢ down his grace upon whom he pleafed, even
¢¢ upon finners.”

After thefe queftions concerning the power
conferred on Caglioftro and his difciples, to
operate by means of the pupils, vafes, fcreens,
&c. &c. it will not be difficult to perceive

_that the whole was a bare-faced impofture,

However, it muft be confefled that he deceived
a prodigious number of people by means of
his pretended myferies ; and that-they re-
garded him as a fupernatural being who had
defcended from Heaven. By thefe he was
looked up to as an oracle, and revered as a
model of virtue, wifdlom, and power. To
fuch a height was the fanaticifm of fome of
his difciples carried, that he was often ad-
drefled by the titles of ¢¢ Adored Father and
Venerable: Mafter.? They conftantly kiffed
his hand on approaching him ; and were accuf-
tomed to kneel before him, and crave his
benedi&tion: in fine, they were all fubje& to
his authority, as if he had been their fovereign.
We fhall here prefent the reader with a few

fpecimens
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fpecimens of the letters that were addreffed to
him: the firft appears to have been written by
a perfon who had left him fome time before,
and expeted to fee him again in a few months.
¢¢ My dear and ever beloved Matfter,

¢ It fcems that the ocean was, anxious to -
¢ prevent our feparation, as we were, cighteen
¢¢ hours at fea, and never arrived at the place
¢ of our .deftination until the morning of the
¢ 1rth, My fon fuffered greatly during the
¢ voyage; but as for myfelf, I had the happi-
“ nefs to enjoy your converfation during the
¢¢ whole night.

¢¢ The Eternal has realized the benedittion
¢¢ which I reccived from you yefterday. Ah
f¢ my dear Mafter! after God, you conftitute
¢ my chief’ felicity.

¢« The young and
¢ beg to be remembered to you; and hope
¢¢ that, by means of your fpecial favour, they .
#¢ will be fome day thought worthy of being
« reckoned among the number of yoyr Cl’lll—
$¢ dren.”

In another letter one- of his difciples thus
exprefles himfelf ;

¢« M. and N. having pointed out the means
¢¢ by which I can communicate my refpect and
¢ homage to you, the firft ufe that I make of

«¢ their
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« their permiffion is to throw myfelf at your |
. ¢ feet, to offer up to you my whole heart, and
‘ to requeft you to afliit me in elevating my
¢ foul towards the Eternal Being.

1 fhall not recapitulate to you, my dear
¢ Mafter, what horrots I experiencec when the
« waves of the ocean carried far ditant from
¢ France the beft of mafters, and the moft
¢« powerful of mortals—you well know all my
¢ fufferings ! :

« My whole heart and foul ought always to
* be open to you, and your virtues and your
¢« benefits will ever be remembered by them
¢¢ Deign, fovereign Mafter, to think onme ; re-
¢« colle&t that I have remained §folated in the
¢ midt of my friends ever fince I have loft
¢ you; and the fole and only with of my
¢ heart is to be again united with a mafter all
. “¢ good, all-powerful, and who can alone com-
‘““municate to me that perfuafion and energy
¢ which render me capable of obeying your
¢ commands, &c. &c,

‘¢ Your fon and devoted fubje&
< in life or death,

¢¢ Boulogne-fur-Mer, - : N
¢ June 20, 1786,

The third is from ohc of the lodges eﬁa—
- blifhed by him; and from this we fhall give
fome curious extraéts. .

¢ Sir
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¢ Sir and Matfter,

¢ Nothing can equal the value of your be-
#¢ nefits but the facility with which you confep
< them. Your rcprcfcntativ\cs have made ufe
¢ of the keys which you entrufted to their
<« care; they Have opened the gates of the
s¢ grand temple, and we have feen the extent
#¢ and the fplendour of your power,

«« Europe never beheld a ceremeny more
¢ holy or more auguft; and we alfo dare to
¢¢ add, Sir, that never were we more penetrated
« with the grandeur of the God of Gods, or
* more thankful for your fupreme bountxcs,
¢ than on this occafion.

¢ The adoration and the operations lafted
$¢ during three days; and, by a remarkable
$¢ concurrence of circumftances, we were af-
s¢ fembled to the number of twenty-feven in

« the temple, the benedi@ion was completed

f¢ on the 27th, and the adoration continued for

#¢ fifty-four hours. '

¢« Our prefent with is to lay this feeble ex-
¢ preflion of our grartitude at your feet. We
#¢ fhall not undertake to give a recital of the
#¢ divine ceremony of which you have deigned
‘¢ to make us the inftruments. ‘We hope how-
¥ cver to mform you. of the particulais by

¢¢ means
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¢¢ means of one of our brethren, who will pree
« fent the account with his own hand.

« We beg leave however to mention, that, at
¢ the moment when we requefted the Eternal to
¢ Jet us know by means of 4 fign whether our
¢ vows and our temple were agreeable to him,
«¢ the Legiflator of the New Teftament appear-
¢ ed, without being invoked; and, after having
- ¢ given us his benediétion,- afcended in 2 dlue
«¢ cloud, the fplendour of which was fo glorious,
« that the eyes of the pupils were dazzled with
¢¢ it, and could not look at it ftedfattly, from
¢ the moment that it defcended upon earth.

¢¢ The two great prophets, and the legif-
¢¢ lator of Ifracl, have given us the moft certain
#¢ and unequivocal proofs of their bounty and
« protection.

« Your children will always bc happy, if
¢ you continue to cover them with your wings;
¢ and they are penetrated with the expreflions
¢¢ which you made ufe of, when you appeared
“¢ in the air to the pupil, and faid, ¢ Tell them
¢¢ that I love them, and that I fhall continue to
¢ love them.’

« They now offer up the vows‘of their love,
¢ their refpect, and their eternal gratitude to

¢ you, bcfcechmg that you will grant the prayers
of
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¢ of your moft humble, obedient, and refpetful
¢¢ difciples and .children.
¢¢ The brother Alexander Ter—.”
‘¢ Avguft 1, 1756.

A variety of other letters are written entirely
in the fame ftyle and manner ; it may be fairly
concluded therefore, that, if his difciples ad-
" dreffed him with fo much enthufiafm during
his abfence, their refpet and efteem muft
have been unbounded in his prefence. Indeed
he himfelf has acknowledged, that they often,
proftrated themfelves before him, and remain-
ed in that pofture upwars of an hour. On thefe
occafions he acted his part with wonderful
dexterity ; for at the very time that he was
gaining their affe@tions, by flattering their
paffions, he contrived to exhibit a grave, myf-
terious, and impofing countenance. In fine,
he governed and dire&ted them according to

his inclinations and caprice. -
We lament exceedingly, and from the bottom
of our heart, that any clafs of men fhould
have fallen into fuch a vile and difhonourable
vaffalage. But, after having read this hiftory,
will they perfift in their errors? Will they
not find fufficient motives for detaching them-
felves from his bondage, and confefling their
delufion? Will they any longer remain unin.
formed
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formed in regard to the character of Caglioftro,
the bafenefs of his defigns, and the wicked-
nefs of his myfteries ? o

But we fhall once more return to our nar-
rative. On his firft examination he was violent
in his inve&ives againft the court of France,
to the intrigues of which he attributed all the
misfortunes that he had experienced fince his
imprifonment in the Baftille, and alfo the de-
fe&tion of his wife, who had been corrupted
on purpofe to ruin him; the truth however
is, that Madame Caglioftro, inftead of ex-

periencing fuch a powerful protettion, would

have been reduced to extreme indigence; had
it not been for the penfion beftowed upon
her by the public treafury. The book of
Egyptian mafonry, the fymbols of that wicked
art, and the papers of Caglioftro, which form
fo many convincing and irrefragable proofs of
_his impiety, muft furely remove every fufpicion

from the minds of thofe who may have heard
that either fraud or injuftice -were made ufe:

of againft him.

He clearly perceived how neceffary it was
to throw {ufpicions on the authenticity of
his wife’s evidence, becaufe he well knew
that . fhe alone could difcover his moft fe-
cret crimes, and bring to light thofe ini-

quities

it
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quities of which mankind were before igno-
rant, )
Neverthelefs he often teftified the moft
lively tendernefs and regard for “her, and was
exceedingly anxious to have her as a com-
panion in his confinement. It may be readily
believed that this demand was refufed by his
judges; as was alfo another, which was to be
removed to a larger prifon, and to be allowed
the liberty of writing: this latter was un-
doubtedly intended for the purpofe of keeping
up a correfpondence with his friends, fimilar
to that which he had carried on during His con-
finement in Paris. ‘
Deceived in thefe two projeéts, he aﬁ'c&ed
fincerity, and acknowledged that he had exer-
cifed the rites of Egyptian mafonry ; affirming
that he formerly thought, and ftill cohtinued to
“think, that this fyftem was Catholic, and that he
had exprefsly made ufe of it as a means of pro-
pagating our religion. But he foon after re-
tracted thefe fentiments, began to be apprehen-
five as to the good refulting from mafonry,
and to exhibit.marks of repentance and contri-
tion, , In addition to his firft demands, he now
- réquefted to have fome more linen, a better
dict, and the liberty of perufing fome godly
‘book. We made no difficulty in fatisfying
him



g ST T

- Nicholas-Mary Pallavicini.
after he obferved of his own accord, in the
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him as to the laft article ; and accordingly pres
fented him with ¢ The Defence of the Roman
Pontificate, and the Catholic Church, by P.

i.” In a few days

courfe of his interrogatories, that partly from

his own refleions, and partly from reading -

of this book, he was now convinced that, in-
ftead of contributing to the fervice of religion
and of the catholic church, his condu& had
hitherto tended to extend the empire of Satan,
and to retard the falvation of fouls. _

At length he exprefled himfelf in the fol-
lowing terms : ¢ Overwhelmed as I am with
horror and repentance, for having fpent forty-
five years of my life in that miferable ftate
of perdition and lamentable abyfs of error, I
am ready, on purpofe to fave my foul, and to
repair the wrongs that I have committed
againft religion and the fouls of others, to
make fuch a declaration or retraltion as may
be thought neceflary.

«“ And as there is an immenfe number
of my difciples in various parts of Europe,
who at my inftigation have adopted the Egyp-
tian {yftem of mafonry, and who are fo attach-

“ed to that faith, and fo obedient to my orders,
that, although they are for the moft part men -

Qf
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of letters, ~both ' catholics--and heretics, yet
neither the arguments nor. the perfuafions of
theologians or learned men’ can ever turn them
afide from the fyftem which I have taught
them—1I amready to write and circulate the pre-
fent declaration, as it will tend toenlighten them.
- "¢ T accordingly -befeech your lordfhips to
. make thefe my fentiments known to the Sove-
reign Pontiff, that his Holinefs may fee that
I have abandoned my errors. °

¢ | pardon my enemies, and all thofe who
have carried onthisprocefs againft me, wellknow-
ing that it is for the good of- my foul. I alfo re-
commend myfelf to your lordfhips, who have
treated me charitably, and have always interro-
gated me according to the regular and approved
forms of juftice; 'a circumftance which T have
never experienced elfewhere, and which has con.
tributed greatly to make me perceive the fins
into which I had fallen, and.the miftrable life
which I have pa(fcd in error and incredulity,
during fo many years.”—While fpeaking in this
manner, he appeared continually bathed in tears,
¢ 1do not defire,” added he, ¢¢ any thing but
the falvation of my-foul : Iam-ready to fubmitc
myfelf, nay I defire the moft fevere public
chattifement ;-and I'thould with thus to expiate
" the mjuﬁlcc I have committed againt; fo many

- o T e M. . A PCIf%:
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petfons, and particularly againft my wife, who
has alfo lived in error through my fuggeftions;
for the part which the aced in regard to Egyp-
tian mafonry, refulted folely from my perfua-
fions and inftrutions.”
- No perfon however believed that he fpoke the
real fentiments of his heart, or that he was in-
fluenced to this confeflion by an atual repen
tance. Perhaps he flattered himfelf by thefe
means to get rid .of the profecution, and te
fecover his liberty. But whatever might be
- his motives, this much is certain, that he foon-
pereeived that he was the dupe of his own-arts;
for neither his place of confinement nor his
treatment was altered in any manner whatever.
His examinations, which bad been interrupte
ed for fome: tirne, were afterwards refumed, on
the preffing inftances made by him to be heard
once more.” As thére exifted no motive that
eould induce the minifters of juftice to refufe
bim an audience, he had immediate permiffion
to fpeak his fentiments. He accordingly made
wle of that privilege to inform us, that he
would recount a parable of two fons, one an
#ldér, afid the othet a younger fon. But he was
informed that it was neither a proper time nof
place for telling of parables, and otdered to
ps'oeéed inhig defence, ° o :

- Hie then, after making a variety of quo-
tations
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tations frotn the: book which had beer lent him,
relapfed into his former impieties, and fpoke
as_follows: * 1 underftand that thofe who
hioticus tifeir father and their mother, and refpec
the fbvcrclgn pontiff, are beloved of God ; fo,
in the ‘fame manner, all that I have done, I
1 have done by the order of God, by means of
the power which he has communicated to me 3
and to the advantage of God and his holy"
church: and I am able to give proofs of 4ll that
1 have faid and done, not only phyfically, but
morally ; for having ferved God merely for the:
love of God, and by the power of God, he -
entrifted ine ‘with 2 counter-poifon to com-
found and combat the venom of hell; and if
I have done wrong, the Holy Father will pu-_
nith me ; if I have done right, he will recom-
penfe me; and if his Holinefs had thefe in-
terrogatories given to him this very nighr, I

‘prophefy that I ihould be fet at Inberty to-
* morrow morning,”

On being defifed to gwc proofs of his mif-

‘ﬁon, he replied : ¢ To prove that I have been

chofén by God, as an apoftle, to defend and
propagate religion, 1 affirm that, as holy
church has inftituted paftors to demonftrate
to all the world that flie alone profeffes the true
cathohd fauth fo I, who have operated in con-

M2 jun&ion
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junétion with the paftors'of holy chureh, and by
their approbation; counfel, and direQion, am,
as I have already afferted, fully juftified in re-
gard to all my operations. Thofe two paftors
~ who have thus comforted me, and affured me
tha‘t\ my Egyptian mafonry is of divine origin,
are ; and they befides added, that

it had fo much merit, that the Sovereign Pontiff
" ought to form an order on its bafis.” ‘

He perfifted in thefe. fubterfuges during his
laft interrogatories. It ought to be obferved,
however, that one of thofe paftors- whom he
mentioned had been for fome time dead, and
could not therefore give him the, lye; and that,
as to the other, he was a perfon whom he had
feduced and deceived by means of a variety of
impoftures. As to that part jn which he fpeaks
about forming his difciples in Egyptian ma-
fonry into a religious order, under the protec-
tion of his Holinefs, it is a grofs impofition. It
is however true, according to the confeffion of
his wife, that his followers at Strafburg wifhed
him to remain along \ﬁth them, and offered
to purchafe a houfe which they intended to con-
vert into a convent for mafons, and in which they,
and their wives, who were to live-in common
with all the difciples, propofed to refide.

~ The mon(’crous contradl&xons that were ap-,
. parent
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parent inall Hisanfwers, forma convincing ptodf
that his pretended penitence was nothing-more
than:3 mere, fubterfuge..- During his~firft .ex-
amipatipns, he. confefled his errors, acknow-
ledged the wrongs which -he. had; committed
againft the catholic church, and avowed that
he merited a fevere chaﬂ:lfement; but hc {oon

~ after changed his fentimepts, and; once. more -

pretended to be an apofile, who, inflamed. with
zeal for religion, had laboured to propagase. 2
fyftem which he then thought, and ftjll believed,

to be good, and which has a perfe&t conformnt}

to the precepts of the church, Noththﬁand;ng
all this, in the courfe of his mtctrogatoncs he

_ confefled—

¢ 1. That his fyftem admitted, as a Tunda-
roental baﬁs, -a total mdlﬁ'ercnce, as to thc ,rclx-
gion of the candidates. .

« 2, That according to hls do&rmcs lc was
always enJomed, in catholic or. non-cathohc
countries, to attack and to overturn the _r_u,lmg
religion,

« 3, That heretics and eatholics were equally
honoured in this fociety. ‘

¢ 4. Tha, fince the ongm of his mafonry, hg
has never believed in that part relative to the

' Phyﬁcal and moral regeneration ; and that one

M3 of
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of the paftors whom he mentioned condcmned
it as a ridiculous chimara. .
¢ 5. That in addition, to this, he had fclt
fnany fcruples of confcience in regard to his
fyftem; and well knew that in Jraly, where the
" catholic religion univerfally prcvaﬂs, mafom'y
is not permitted.
¢« 6. That at Trent he had adhered to
the counfels of -his- confeflor, who had coms:
manded him to abandon his Egyptian-mafonry,
becaufe it was condemned by two bulls of . the
Pope ; thatat Rame he had fallén at the feet.of
. a prieft, and demanded abfolution ; and that
- he was determined to accufe himftlf to the
Holy Office, but that he had negle@ed todo fo.” .
"~ After the recapitulation of thefe facs, which
were admitted by himfelf, it will be eafy to
conceive the aftonifhing obftinacy, ard the hor-
rid impiety, with' which this man was animated
in his zeal for mafonry. -
But it may be here afked, of what religion
‘was this wretch, and in what did he really be: .
lieve ? Properly fpeaking, he had no religion -
atall. Itappears at firft that his fyftem tended
towards deifin ; but, as intereft was the only divi-
nity which he worfhipped, he conformed himfelf
) acordxng to the time; the placc, and thc perfons
. with
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with whom he carried pn an intercourfe, Thus,
‘ia_compliance with the exigency of the cafe,
be was either 8 deift, an atheit, a materialift,
s Calvinift, a Lutheran, but never a cathalic,
He would not indeed have hefitated a moment
to have exhibited an hypocritical compliance
in regard (o the duties of that holy religion, if
he could have drawn any advantage from it
but he had no occafion to have recourfe to this
expedient, as he lived for the greater part of
his life in thofe countries whege its bleflings are
not experienced. In fine, he abhorred religion,
whether pratical or thearetical.
. During twenty-feven years of his life he was
never perceived to make the fign of the crofs,
far to cxbibil:.any' other mark of  religion ; and
during that. whoele periad he did not approach
the holy facrament above three times. ~Indeed
it would have been much better if he had ab-
_ftained even on thefe occafions, as he was ia-
duced to thefe duties by ng other matives than
.thofe of intereft and fear ; whether it was at
Milan, with a view to obtain a pafiport for the
pilgrimage of St. James of Galicia; in Spain,
from a dread of the Holy Office; or at Trent, to
deceive the Prince.Bithop by means of an af-
felted piety. :
He was a fiil] lefs diligent ab&rvcr of thofe
M 4 . precepts
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precepts of the church which enjoin the hear
ing of mafs on feftivals, and to faft, and ab~
_ ftain from fleth meat, on certain' occafions.
Not content, as' he himfelf acknowledges, to
Jeave thefe duties. unfulfilled, he even induced
others to neglect them. In the courfe of his
hiftory we have had- frequent opportunities to
fee with what wickednefs he expreffed himfelf
on all occafions as to morality, adukeery, chafti-
ty, and other cardinal points of our religion.
The impious life which he led, and the prin-
ciples of that {yftem which he propagated, make
_us fufficiently .acquaintéd with.the maxims
which he himfelf cherithed, and wifhed to pro-
pagate. S - o
This is the proper place to give an.account
of all the execrable do&rines which, he uttered
during his laft refidence in Rome. - His judges
have beenoccupied in colle&ting the proofs ; but
we thall nothere recapitulate them, as it would
be highly improper.ta fcandalize the public
by-the recapitulatian.of fuch blafphemies.” It
is neceffary, however, that we/fhould mention
three circumftances. - '
The firft is, that on all occafions he manifefted
the moft obftinate hatred and contempt for the
catholic religion, its minifters, and ceremonies.
"He attacked the majefty and perfection of God,
' the

-
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the divinity of Jefus..Chrift; -his death,” the

gvand work of redemption, -thé. virginity, of
Maty, the efficacy of -the facraments; :the. digs
nity. of the church;;- in fhort, every: thing ‘thdt i§
moft venerable and moft refpected: mther in
hesven or oa earth, SRR

"The fecond, that, according to the evidence
of a great number of witneffes who- have con-
yérfed: with him. themfelves, or .known others
who have done fo, he is unanimoufly repre-
fented <€ as a man deftitute of religioa, whofe
principles are entirely corrupted, who does not
believe in any thing; and one whe is generally
confidered as an atheift, an impoftor,-a .cheat,
aheretic, a deift, &c. abfolutely-devoid of every
principle of religion and morality.”: ‘

The third is, -that, although he ﬂrcnuouﬂy
denied ‘all thefe imputations, yet he bas been
obliged to confefs-a-variety of .circumftances,

~ which fuﬁicxcntly indicate his guilt,,, It is to be

obferved alfo, that he objetted ta the:isftimony
of his own wife, and all the witheffes:adduced
agaiaft him, fometimes on one!pretence and
fometimes on another, .although .they were for
the moft part people. of birth, fortune, and
education, againft whom no juft accufation
conld -be brought, When one family in parti-
gular were mentioned, he bad the-impudence:

.. ; to
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to affert that they were-hii determined ememivs,
©a agoount- of his havipg remonftrated again®
thelr attachment to theatrical amufements, which
be had reprefented as being:fubveifive of mo-
rality, and the catholic religion. .

His trial being at length -finithed, it was
lefs 1o his own difcretion, cither to' employ ‘the
counfellors ‘ufually allotted to criminals," or to
choofe others; -but he was confcnted with’ the
firk, . .
- The knewledge and abzhtres of Signor Gaé-
tario Bernardini, an advecate of -acknowledged
worth and ehara&er, employed in defence of
thofe-aecufed before the Holy Inquibition, ren-
dered him every way capable of undertaking his
defence. But to take away from the prifoiiér
" every preterice for ealumniating ¢he tribunal and
~ the ‘judges, as he bad foiriierly done in other
couatriesy it -was theught proper to jointo ghe
firt the. molt noble - Signor: Charles Loui
Conftantini, advocate for the poor in all the
sribunalsc at Rome.. The world is well ac~
qininted with the charity, the zest, and - sbove
‘all the talents apd- abiliues, with which he ex-
ereifes this dignified employment. - -

- But’ Caghoﬁro did net find in thefe defenden
the fame kind of advecates which he had ex-
porienced during his formei trials. Far from
S feconding
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feconding his tricks and impoftores; they fpoks
to him in the language of truth, and thewed him
the bad ftate of his caufe, and of his confcience,
He began to perceive the unhappy. end to
which his obftinate impeniterce, and perfeve:
- gance in error were ready to conduét him. He
therefore requefted fpiritual fuccour and infiruc,
tion; thefe were accordingly pravided for him,
and he was put under the guidange of 2 learned
and devout priet, -After the firft intervicw,
the culprit exhibited the moft lively marks of
eontrition and repentance, and ‘perfilted after-
wards in the fame fentiments. :
.* In the mean time his defence was: prepared
sod publithed. This pleading, at ont and the -
fame time, exbibited the talents of_his caunfel,
and the bad ftate of his cayfe. .=
.. At length the day for paffing jndgment ar-
.zived. This was preceded, like all the reft of
the procefs, by the meoft{crupulovs.and rigorous
forms of juftice which ar¢ in ufage ia oUr ordis
pary criminal tribunals. They prove the exadt
and circumfpe& adminiftration of the laws, and
evince to the culprits. that they are ot coms
demned without the moft minyte and laborious
xnveﬁlgatxon.
. The proccfs was then carned bcfo:e the
General Affembly of the Haly Office on
~ . the
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the 21 of March 1791 ;°and according 1q
cuffom, before the Popc on thc 7th of April
following.

The judgment did not ‘merit a long and
laborioys 'difcuflion. Caglioftro himfelf had
avowed, and the moft coavincing proofs had
demontftrated, that he was the reftorer and pro-
pagatoriof Egyptian mafonry in many parts of
the world ; that he had exercifed this fyfiem
at Rome; and that he had admitted two per-
fons.into. its myfteries.

- It was in vain that he endeavoured. to mako

ufe of the fentiments and authority of: thofe;
who faid that the pains ard punithment award-
- ed.againft-even an obftinate heretic, oughr o
be commuted whenever he evinced unfexgned
marks of contrition.
- It was in vain that he wifhed to derive an
advantage from the recent figns of repentamce
which he had exhibited ; the edi& of the coun«
cil of ftate, which we have mentioned in the
preceding chapter, could nct-be difpenfed with,
Thepainsof deathexprefsly awarded there oughe
in a particular manner tobe inflited on a man;
who in all concerns, whether ecclefiaftical or
fecular, had given himfelf up to every manner
of wickednefs, and might  juftly be - confi-
dered as one of the moft - pernicious members
of fociety.

' But



’

COUNT CAGLIQSTRO. 13

, But his deftiny was confided to perfons ani-
' mated with the noblet fentiments; to men
whofe. hearts were warmed with the rays-of that
beneficence and.indulgence which religion al-
ways inculcates, and with which the confultors of
the: Holy Inquifition have ever been infpired.
It is alfo to be obferved, that the definitive
judgment was referved for the confideration of
the great Pius VI. who in the courfe of his
glorious pontificate has ever united the charac-
ters of a juft and a clement prince. He was not
anxious for the death of a finner; but, on the
contrary, withed that he fhould have time al-
lowed him for repentance. .
. Hertfollows the judgment pronounced by the
Supreme Oracle, on the perfon of Jofeph Balfa-
- mo: it entirelyaccords with juftice, equity, pru-
dence, religion, and public tranquillity ; and is
equally calculated for the dominions of the
Pope,-and all the chriftian world. We fhall
therefore give an exat tranfeript of it.
. «¢_Jofeph Balfamo, attainted and convicted of
many crimes, and of having incurred the cen-
fures and penalties pronounced againft formal
heretics, dogmatifts, herefiarchs, and propaga-
tors of magic and fuperftition, has been found
guilty, and .condemned to the cenfures and
penalties denounced  as well by the apoftolic .
- laws
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laws of Clement XII and of Benedi&t XIV.
againft thofe who in any manner whatever, fa-
vour or form focieties and conventicles of free
mafons, as by the edi@ of the council of ftate

f againtt thofe who are guilty of this crime at
Rome, or any other place under the dominion
of the Pope.

* Notwithftanding this, by way of fpccnal
gract and favour, this crime, the expiation -
.of which demands the delivery of thé culprit
over to the fecular arm, to be by it punifhed
with death, is hereby changed, and commuted

. into perpetual imprifonmeht, in a fortrefs whete
the culprit is to be firictly guarded, without any
hope of pardon whatever. Andafter he fhall have
-made abjuration of his offences, as a formal
heretic, in the place of his imprifonment, he
fhall be abfolved from ecclefiaftical cenfures ;
and certain falutary penance is to be prefcribed
to him, to which he is hereby ordered to fub—
mit,

*“ The manufcript book which has for its
title ¢ Egyptian Mafonry,” is folemnly ' con-
demned, as containing rites, propofitions, a
dotrine and a fyftem which open a road to fe-
dition, as tending to deftroy the chridtian reli-
gion, and as being fuperftitious; impious, he~
retical, and abounding in- blafphemy: this

' book
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book fhall therefore be burnt by the hand of the
hangman ; and alfo all the other books, inftru-
ments, {fymbols, &c. &c. appertaining and be-
longing to this feét.”

By a new apoftolic law, we fhall confirm and

teniew not only the laws of the preceding pon.

tiffs ; but alfo the edit-of the council of ftate,
which prohibits the focieties and conventicles
of free mafons, making particular mention of
the Egyptian fe&, and of another vulgarly
called the IiLuMiNATED ; and we fhall enadt”
the moft grievous corporal punithments, and
principally thofe provided for heretics, againft
whofoever fhall affociate, hold communication
with, or proteét, thefe focietics.” o0

e ]
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CHAPTER IV,

Concerning the Lodge of Free Mafons difcovered at

E have already obferved that the go-

vernment of Rome, while watching

the motions of Caglioftro, had difcovered a

lodge of free mafons inftituted in that capital :

the houfe in which thefe orgies were celebrated

is fituate in the quarter called the Holy Trinity
of the Mountain.

On the very night after the detcnnon of
Caglioftro, the officers of juftice vifited this
lodge. But it was eafy to perceive that the
members had received intimation of their de-
fign: for they had been attentive to their per-
fonal fecurity, and had carried away the em-
blems and inftruments of mafonry, as well as a
 great part of the papers and the books relative
to their myfteries, which perhaps contained
fecrets of great importance. '

Notwithftanding this, the few articles that
were fuffered to remain, more efpecially their
regifter, joined to the depofitions of a multitude

o . of

e .
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6f well-informed perﬁms, gave us a thorough
infight into thé ongm, the eftablithment, and
various other partxculars concerning this lodge.”

1f we had followed the nitural order of the
narratwc, we fhould have recapxtulatcd thefe
c1rcumftanccs in Chap. II. whete we have
givén an abridgment of ‘the: hxftory of mafonry
in general : but it has been judged expcdtcnt
to mention’ thefe particulars” liere, that “we
might not interrupt the account of the perfonal
explmts of Caglioftro. e

The fouriders of this lodge weré feven in
number, five Frenchmen, an American, and a
Pole; all of whom wete previoufly initiated in
other lodges. ¢ Sighing at the hotrid idea,”
as they fay in the book thdt contains the te-
coids of their ‘ptoceedings, ¢ of" living in
darknefs, and of being unable to make any

progrefs in true fcience, we have detérmined |
to find out'a facred and enlightened fpot, -

_diftant from the profane eye of mankind; to

whom it fhall remain eternally fecret and im-
- penetrable, and in which umon, harmony, and
peace; fhall for ever reign.”

This' refpectable infticution, which afterwards
affTumed the title of the ¢ Lodge of the Re-
union of True Friends,” was held in the houfe
alrcady alluded to; in which the firft affembly

N tool'

| oameawX
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took place on the 1ft of November 1787, and
continued afterwards once or twice a week:
fometimes however, but rarely, they held their
mectings in another houfe.

From the firft moment of their inftitution they
began to make profelytes; they admitted candi-
dates who had not been received into any other
fociety, and gave permiffion to the members of
other lodges ta affift in quality of vifitors,

Soon after this lodge alfo fent its vifitors to
other focieties ; and thefe were provided with
certificates and fecret inftruions, which are
not explained in the regitter,

Their numbers began to increafe with great
rapidity, "as they admitted young and old,
married men and bachelors, Italians, French,
Ruflians, Poles, Englith, &c. who were al-
ready aflociated with other lodges; fuch as

“thofe ¢ of the Perfe@t Equality of Licge;”

¢ the Patriotic Society at Lyons;” ¢ the Se-
¢ret and Harmonious of Malta ;” ¢ the Coun-

‘cil of the Ele& at Carcaffona;” ¢ the Concord

of Milan ;” ¢ the Perfe@ Union of Naples;”
and the other lodges at Warfaw, Paris, and
London, enumerated in their journals. The
vifitations of "all thefe are entered and particu-
larifed in the regilter; but their names, fur-

names, and qualities, ar¢ confided to other
books
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books appertaining to the lodge. Several par-

ticulars are however indicated by means of

myfterious and equivocal phrafes; which, withe

out doubt, were looked upon to be of great

importance, as they did not choofe to hazard

the detail and explanation of them in “any of
their proceedings.

, That this_lodge might be eftablithed with

all the neceflary formalities, they thought it

proper at its. commencement to procure the
approbation of the mother lodge at Paris.
For this purpofe they requefted and received

from that lodge the ftatutes, inftructions, and
regulations, for its exterior and interior go-

vernment and police, and alfo for the conduct
of its members. ‘They fent weekly to the
mother lodge not only an exa& and authentic
lit of the members, affociates, ranks, and
official diftin&ions, but alfo of the bufinefs
concluded and agreed upon in the courfe of
every feflion. They had a deputy, who refided-
at Paris as the reprefentative of the lodge ; and
by means of him they carried on an uninter-
rupted correfpondence with the lodge or Orierit
there. On thefe occafions they never made
ufe of the poft for tranfporting their letrers,
but of fpecial’ meflengers exprefsly provided-
for that purpofe. o v

Na The .
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. The mother- lodge alfo’ fent them frequcn§
k}ﬁru&wns for the regulation of the. affairs of
the fociety, and patents and certificates for
fuch of the rotherbocd as defired them. Every
fix months, with the moft myfterious formality

- and- the moft ferupulous fecrecy, the mother
lodge iffued out to the fubordinate lodges a
waich-word, which was ‘communicated to all
the-members; uand'by which they difcovered
each other, at any time, place, or fituation, to
be true free mafdns. ' :
' Every year they were ordered to fend an
offering or prefent. to the Orient at Paris, as a
centribution for- maintaining the fplendour and'
dignity of the common centre of the mafonic
union. In Nevémber 1789 -that lodge de~’
.manded an extraordinary gratuitous free-offering
from that at Rome; en account of which
all the rotberbood were taxed at a crown
a-head : the fum fent amounted to cighty’
crowns. '

- Befides the corrcfpondcncc with the mother-
lodge, that of Rome carried on an intercourfe
with thofe of Lyons, Malta, London, Naples,’
"Meflina, Palermd), &c. Many memorandumsare
inferted in the regifter of letters received from
thofe lodges, and read by the venerable grand’
matfter, or the fecretary : mention is alfo made’

T - of

-
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of ‘the ‘anfwers fént; nothing howevér is Ieft
that indicates the precife objcas of thns corres
fpondence. - ' .oy

Among other things, it had been propofcd
_to {fend all the ftatutes of this fubordinate lodge
to that of Paris, fo that the regulations might
be printed; and it was alfo requefted that

permiffion . might be given for the admiffion -

of female members. But the fear of de-
tection precluded the firft fcheme; and as
to the fecond, it was fufpended on. account
of the difficulties that the lodge would be
{fubje& to by receiving candidates of anos
ther fex. Mention is alfo made in the regifter
of the archives kept under three locks ; .in° which
the ftatutes, the myfteries, and the fymbols,

tranfmicted from Paris to Rome are preferved;

_ and alfo all the moft interefting. fpeeches pros
nounced in the lodge either ‘by the grand
maﬂ:e(, or any of the members : among othersy
there is one mentioned under- thc namie” of
Romulus- and Remus. N

- There is nothing in the Roman lodge, either
in regard to the ranks, gradations, offices,” or-
ceremonies, in which they eflentially differ
from other inftitutions of a fimilar kind, Like
the reft of ‘the lodges in all parts of the world,’
they had their different claffes’or -degrees; tot
- i .. . N3 g Whlch

’
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which the members afpired in fucceflion; fich
as apprentice, journfyman, mafter, mafter
ele&, and, laftly, Scottith mafter. Jt appears,
however, that ip this lodge they never con.
ferred but the three firft degrees, and no per-
fon was admitted who was not well known to
the members; and it was alfo neceffary that he
fhould be approved by means of two unani.
mous fcrutinies. :

The apprentice before he became a journey.
man, and the journcyman before he became 3
mafter, was obliged to undergo a probationary
trial of three months, and give the moft ex.
plicit proofs of his attachment and zcal for
the order.

The members were fubjeét to a cantribution
proportionate to the rank which they held ;
and this contribution was larger or {maller,
according to their fltuation in life, The fee .
paid by an apprentice amounted to twenty,
twelve, or eight crowns; that of a jaurpeyman
was feven, five, or three; and that of a mafter
was cight, fix, or four crowns, The frec ma-
fons of other ladges who wifhed to be affiliated
with this, paid after the rate of a mafter, Be-
fides this, each member paid half a Roman
crown cvery three months, and three pack
gwery four weeks, for the fuppart of the ordinary

6 .o C(tabliﬂl-
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. " eftablifoment of the lodge: half a crown was
: ." alfo paid for the free mafons feaft, which was
- celebrated monthly, on a certain day previ=’
ouﬂy agreed upon. "
“Thofe who chofe to farnith thcmﬁlvcs with -
. certificates and patents, were obliged topay an . . .
s ”’Bd‘ditional half crown; thofe who were abfent ~
from the meetings without leave were fined
thrcc pagli; two if they gave notice of their in-
. tentions; and oné only, if they amved a quar-
- ter of an hour after the time agreed upop, In-
" fine, befides all thefe, at.eveiy mgeting th.c.y,
“'made a colle&ion, to"which’ evcry perfon cons’ -
* tributed what he pleafed. - %
Here follows the lift of the ofﬁcers of the
. fociety :
.~ 1..The Vencrable, or Grand- Ma{icr. ‘
- f_f"};. 2. The- Supcrmtendant, or Deputnyrand : :
© " Mafter, el i 2
UL 8 The Terrxblq.~ ' e
~;*«* ‘4. The Mafter of the Cerembonies. e
".;,".-5. The Treafurer. . C %
fi % 6;3The Almoner. C
: X ’7: The Secretary. -
o -The Orator; or Expert Brothcr.
. ,«’l‘he Venerable, or Grand Matter, prefidesin
x ’aT} the Iodges, and in his abfence the Super-

N4 mtcnd-
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mtendant, or Deputy Grand Matfter, takcs the
chaxr

The Terrible receives and conduls the can-
didates when they are about to be admitted
members; and the name of Terrible is given
t6 him becaufe. he endeavours to infpire the
mafons cle with dread.

.+ The Matter of the Ceremonies is cmployed :
in mﬁru&mg ‘the novices, in dtrc&mg the fcru-
tiny, and in circulating the poor’s box.

The Superintendants annoupce the names of
thofe who wifh to be introduced, and conduct

~ them to the feats to which they are entitled -

by their rank. The Orator, or Grand Expert,
is eroployed in delivering a fpeech on the ad-

. miffion of candidates, and alfo on St. John’s

day, the protector of mafons; he is to rccal to
the minds of the brotherhood their duty on
thefe folcmn occafiops ; in which pamcular he
is alfo to inftrué the ignorant, ;

The Treafurer receives all the taxes, contri-
butions, and fines; and the Almoncr all the
money that is gathered from the voluntary - .

donations of the mcmbcrs. The firft 9of\-t’hcfe s
“officers is obhged to give a fric act:oum: 'of-' .
his expences; the. fecond is not obliged to’ gwc,
any account, at all, but i xs allowed to dnﬁnbure..:f .

-1 - T thc Sk
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;be. a/ms entirely according to his own difcre-
tion,

. As to, the Sccretary, it is his bufinefs to
infpect the patents and certificates, to regifter
the proceedings of each meeting, and ta read
and verify the bufinefs of the preceding one,
fo that its authentxcxty may be rendered unim-
peachable,

The altercations, the dlfputes, and the ofy -

fences of the brotherhood are fettled and deter-
mined in the lodge. "The ordinary penalties
are pecuniary fines, fufpenfions from office,
and fometimes degradation. He who betrays

. the fecrets of the fociety is menaced with the

indignation of all the members, with perfecu-
tion, and even with death., It does not how-
ever follow from this, that thefe threats have
ever been carried into execution. Some in-
ftances of penance are inferted in the proceed-

ings ; but the faults or crimes for which they'

were infli¢ted are not mentioned,

The Roman lodge was compofed of two
chambers, or halls, appertaining to the houfe.
The firft was called ¢ the Chamber of Reflec-
tions” it was hung entirely with black. On

a table a death’s bead was placed ; above which,

werc two mfcnpnons in the French language ;

the
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the meaning of which was not generally under-

ftood. - .
The fecond apartment was called ¢ The

Temple;” and it was adorned in a different

- manner, according to the rites that were to be

performed in it. However, it was on all oc-
cafions provided with a throne, on which the
Venerable conftantly fat; feveral emblems of
mafonty were {cattered up and down upon the
walls : among thefe were the fun, the rhoon,
and the ftars. On the two fides of the throne
feveral magnificent pillars were placed; and
oppofite to thefe the brotherhood Were ranged
in order, each of them wearing his /ea-
thern apron s about his neck alfo was a black
ribbon, in form of a deacon’s ftole; and in
his hands, which were covered with a pair of
white gloves, he brandithed a naked fword, a
hammer, or a compafs, according to the differ-~

-ent formalities prefcribed. by the inftitutions.

When the lodge was opened, they treated
about the economical regulations of the fo-
ciety, dafplayed the prefents which they had
reccived from other lodges, nominated or
accepted of a new brother, At moft of

~ thefe meetings they were accuftomed to re-

geive one of the profane; for fo they termed

all
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ull thofe who were not of their fociety; or an
apprentice was admitted to the rank of a joure
fcyman, or & journeyman to that of a mafter,
We fhall here recapitulate the ceremonies
made ufe of at the reception of an apprentice,
One of the protberbood, whofe face was cone
cealed by means of a mafk, received the candie
date at the outer gate, and conduéed him into
the Champer of Reflet?ions, which was lighted with
a folitary taperof yellow wax. The Terrible then
defired him to betake himfelf tohis meditations
while he remained in that apartment ; and foon
after prefented him with three queftions, to
which he demanded an anfwer in writing,
Thefe queftions related to a man’s duty to
God, to fociety, and to himfelf; and each can-
didate anfwered them aecording to his judge
ment during the fhort period allowed by the
man in the mafk for that purpofe. On his
return he carried the queftions, with the an- ’
fwers annexed, to the temple, and prefented
them to the Venerable; and then making his
appearance once more, he ordergd the candi-
date to lay afide his buckles, his watch, his
fword, his money, and every article of metal ;
to kneet on his lefc knee, and to ftrip his
fhoulder and left arm.
" In this firuation the -candidate is conducted
to
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the temple with a bandage over hia eyess
being ordered,to fall .upon his. kpees before the
Venerablg, after a. vaziety of queftions concerne
jng his name, his_furname, his: country, and
the reafons for withing to be received. into the
fociety, he. is.condu&ed- feveral times .round
the temple; and hears, during that ceremony,
a terrible and alarming noife. . Being then
once more brought bc?ore the throne of the
Vcncrable, and again defired to. kneel, h¢
fwears on the Evangelifts, or on the Jword of
lwnour, to preferve the moft-inviolable fecrecy
in rcgard to whatever goncerns :hc foc:cty, and
thc moﬁ 1mplxcn: obedience to all its regula,
;nons. On this occafion one of the hrethren
recites the formula of the oath, and the mafoq
ele&;repeats, it word by word ; promxﬁng ratherg
to fuffer the moft excruciating torments, thaq
violate or betray any of the fccrcts communjy
catcd td hxm. .
. The bandage is then taken from hxs eyes, and
hc finds hlmfelf in the midft o( the brothcrhood,
who areall clad in their white. gloves and aprons, °
' :ach holdmg at the fame time a naked fword,
with the point turned tqwards h:m. Then the
Vcnerable, laymfg one hand on the head of the
candidate, and with the othcr ﬂ:nkmg the tablg
three - times- with -his hamrr;\er, declares him a

Jree
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e “miifoi shprentice ; fayinlg"at the'fame time,

" & All thefe fwords ‘which you fee around you

fhall be cmpl'érycd i your defence if you prove
faithful to'the¢ kfdge, and thall be turned agamﬂ:
you if you prove ‘unifaithful”

'The new ap;iréhtrtc, after tltxs, embraces alf
thb ‘brothers, and receives an- apron, and the
other attributes ‘of mafonty:-‘the Veénerable,
or the Orator, then ‘addrefles hif in a fpeech
ftruive of his duties; and prefents him with
#wo pair of ‘gloves, one for- himfelf, and” ano-
ther for his>{weetheart; aftér’ which he " is

taught the.figns; the fignals, and the words, by .

which he can make himfelf known to thofe of
lkis brethren of the fime rdnk ‘ with h{m-
felf. At length the ceremony ends with a gene~
ral thout of joy ;: and the members adjournto 2

fupper provided at the expence of and in ho-

nour of :the new brother.

The rank of journeyman is conferred in thc-
fame manner, and almoft with the fame "ere-‘
monies.. They renew their firft. oath, and learn-

ather ﬁgm, JSignals, and «words ; by which thcy: N
know how to ditinguifth journgymen free mafons,

The third rank, which is that of mafter ma-’
fon, requires -formalities of .2 mdre ferious
nature. The candidate for that rank.enters
the temple, without- being Zlindfolded; but

t

hc\

v Tk s |
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he_ beholds every thing ‘around him clad i
black and the apartment lighted up with a
fingle taper. After this, feveral myftetious and
fymbolical ceremonies take place ;  the mafteg
ele is. then condu&ed three times around che
temple by the Terrible, who holds the point
‘of a naked fword againft his breaft, but with«
out wounding him; he afterwards defires him
to meditate on what he fees fufpended from
the roof of the temple; on this the candidate
looking up, beholds #bree death’s beads, and une
der each of them human bones croffing eagk
other, with memento mori, painted as a motto
beneath.

After having made three turns round the
‘apartment the candidate is condu@ed to a cofe
fin, when being defired to crofé his legs, he
is forced to lay down upon a matrafs placed in:
the infide, and being covered with a blacl
cloth, the brethren walk round him, and per-
form a variety of ceremonies. Being afters
wards taken up, he renews the accuftomed oath

- of fidelity and obedience, is taught the figns,

Jignals, and words, which diftinguifh his rank 3
he goes round to all his brothers and embraces
them, and thea places himfelf among the
mafters. ’

Thefe are the ufual and ordinary ceremonies
made
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made ufe of on the admiffion to the different
ranks and degrees of free mafonry ; and with

a very little variation the fame take place’ at
this day in all the lodges of Europe. It hap-
pens however fometimes that they vary and

_alter them according to the caprice, or the

_ inclination, of the grand mafter ; thus it is welk
known that in the Roman lodge, among the
queflions to a certain candidate before the
oath was tendered, the following interrogatory
was put: ¢ Are you difpofed to obey every
thing that fhall be commanded by the lodge,
even although it fhall be contrary to religioa
and to the fovereign authority ?” On having
difcovered the moft lively indignation at this
propofition, the Venerable added, ¢¢ that it was
nothing more than a fimple queftion, and thae

" they . neither talked of religion nor of govern-
ment while the lodge was open.”

It is well known thag, on receiving a can-
didate into the degree of apprentice in ano-
ther focicty, they obliged him to make his tefs
tament, that he might be intimidated by the
fear of death; and as he was an ignorant per-
fon, the Venerable endeavoured to add to
his fright by the repetition of the following feo-
tences : '

" PeTiTR
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PeriTE & AccIPIETIS 5
QuARITE & INVENIETIS ;
PuLsaTe & APERIETUR VOBIS.

In fine, a third perfon on a firnilar-occafion
was forced to make his confeffion to a perfon:
who clothed himfelf ‘for that exprefs purpole
in the habit of one of the regular orders, and
during this ceremony he was placed in a kind
of confeffional <¢ in the chamber of refleGions.”

Woe " cannot here recount with precifion;
- either the words or the figns by wltich the
mafons: diftinguith each other; for, as we
have already faid, thefe vary according to the
different lodges, and the different- ranks of
the refpettive members; and befides this;
they are all changed, and new ones ordained,
according to the inftfutions received from
time to time from the mother lodge.

'~ +We can affure the -reader however, that the
words are allegorical, and generally have 2
reference to .the mechanical part of mafonry,
and to the building of Solomon’s Temple, as
TuBALCAIN, Booz, Mak:BENAT, SHIBOLETH,
Joakim, Boaz, AponiraM, &c. Vo

As for the figns, they confift for the moft
part in motions of the hand, of the face, the
L neck,
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heck, and the breaft, or in fqueezmg the hand
or the finger of a brother.

Thus we have detailed all the pamculars
concerning the lodge inflituted at Rome, If
we are not able to develope the whole of the
fecrets and myfteries made ufe of, and alo of
the principal obje& and defign of the members,
it muft be recollefted that they were but too

‘well and faithfully informed of the feps taken

by the Holy Office to bring them to juftice.
It was owing to this, that they had time to
fecrete the moft important of their books and

" papers, and that the principal members, who

could alone have folved the: enigma, were en.
abled to efcape from the vigilance of the po-
lice; for the lodge being entirely modern, and
founded but a few years fince, it is extremely
probable that its fecrets were entrufted to only

a chofen few. It will however occur to every

perfon of common fenfe, who happens to read

_-and to weigh the fals contained in this hiftory,

that folly, fuperftition and impiety are the dif-

tinguithing charatteriftics of thofe focieties at

~prefent known in Europe by the name of
-Free Mafons.

Let us return thanks to Heaven for furmlhmc
us with the means of rendering abortive the

- firft attempt for introducing this folly and im-

O piety
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_piety into our capital t The irrevocable word
of God hath promifed, notwithftanding the
fnares.of hell, that the faith for which our
Lord Jefus hath fpent his precious blood, fhall
always remain pure and unpolluted in the
church of St. Peter, The efficacious pro=
te@tion of the Holy Apoftles who have pro-
pagated, fuftained, and defended it at the ex-
pence of a glorious martyrdom ; thie zeal of a
paftor who watches perfonally ovet the fafety
~ of his flock, and who does not fpare any of
the means that can be fuggefted by human wif-
. dom; have preferved us till now, and ren-
der us fecure in regard to the future, againft
the enterprifes of thofe devouring wolves, who
would furprife and fwallow us up alive.

We truft that it will pleafe Gad, that al}t
the reft of the world, convinced by the un-
fpeakable miferies of the prefent times, may be
enabled to deliver themfclves fram this dan-
gerous contagxon !

FINTI:S.
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